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THE CHURCH IN OAKRIDGE, meeting at  

St Bartholomew’s 

 

OCTOBER 2019 

 

6th   Parish Communion      9.30a.m. 

 

13th  Harvest Festival Family Service    9.30a.m. 

  School participating 

 

20th  Family Communion & Breakfast at Bart’s 9.30a.m. 

 

27th  Morning Worship       9.30a.m. 

 

 

NOVEMBER 2019 

 

3rd   Parish Communion      9.30a.m. 

 

  Memorial Service for all Bisley All Saints  6.00p.m 

  & Oakridge residents who have died in  

the last 12 months 

  

10th  Remembrance Service     9.30a.m. 

 

17th  Family Communion & Breakfast at Bart’s 9.30a.m. 

 

24th  Morning Worship       9.30a.m. 

 

 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

 

VICAR    Rev. S Murray  01452 770897 

 

CHURCHWARDEN Mr. Martin Green  01452 770322 
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HARVEST FESTIVAL 

Harvest Supper is on Saturday 12th October in Oakridge Village 

Hall at 6.30pm.  Adults £7.50, children free – tickets from Ollie’s 

shop.  Goods received at the Harvest Service on Sunday 13th will 

be donated to a local hospice (perishables) and Stroud women’s 

refuge (all other goods). 

 

BIBLE STUDY 

Every 2nd and 4th Thursday 3.00pm - for details please contact 

Brian 01285 760452. 

 
 
NEWS FROM ST BARTHOLOMEW’S 
We celebrated St Bartholomew’s Day on the 25th August. Very 

little is known about him, other than he was also known as 

Nathaniel, he was one of the 12 Apostles, he travelled widely 

preaching the Gospel and was martyred in a truly terrible way in 

Armenia.  He is the patron saint of tanners, plasterers, tailors, 

leatherworkers, bookbinders, farmers, housepainters, butchers 

and glove makers.  

 

Does anyone know why our church is dedicated to him? 

 

Our summer was rounded off by two lovely weddings - Linda 

and Clive’s and Lara and Simon’s. We wish them all happiness 

for their futures together. 

 

Looking forward to Autumn we have our Harvest Supper on 

Saturday, the 12th October at 6.30pm (tickets from Ollie’s 

Shop) and the Harvest Festival Service on Sunday, the 13th 

October at 9.30am. The Supper is always a very happy village 

occasion, enjoyed by all ages. The Harvest Service gives us the 

opportunity to give to those who are in need and to celebrate 

the gathering in of produce from fields, allotments, gardens and 

growbags. Produce donated goes to the Stroud Food Bank and 

Longfield Hospice. 

Bizzie White 
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OAKRIDGE WI 
We are back after our traditional August break. 

 

The Show atmosphere was a warm and friendly one, and the 

rain blew away.  Our WI Preserves stall SOLD OUT which was a 

great reward for all our members, the makers and the helpers 

on the day.   Anne’s Lemon Curd was augmented by the Carter 

Family’s Production Team – well done all and many thanks. 

 

For our first meeting of the Autumn we welcomed Keith 

Dickenson for an evening of in depth information about his bees 

and their honey.   A relaxing evening full of the most interesting 

facts about hives, bees and honey by-products.  He has 300 – 

400 hives, and needs 5 tons per year.  However, in 2018 with a 

bumper blackthorn flowering, he gathered 10 tons.  His 

processing is done on the farm of an evening when the bees are 

asleep. 

 

Meetings are at the Village Hall 7.30 pm. 

 

10th October “Let’s Talk Relaxation and Breathing” 

14th November our 96th AGM with a Savoury and Sweet Evening 

 

No need to make a commitment, just come and meet us. 

Mary Fern 

  
 

 

OAKRIDGE HISTORY GROUP 

By the time this issue is published, our 

new programme will have started with 

a talk from Leone Lockwood on  
“Brimscombe Port, present and future”. 

 

During the summer a booklet has been published collecting 

together material from the group working sessions, gathered 

under the heading “Curious, unexpected, remarkable, altered or 

perhaps simply overlooked. More local Oakridge history”.  There 

is a real variety of topics and everyone should find something of 
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interest to read. This will be available at meetings or on request 

from John Loosley or Kay Rhodes. 

 

Our 19th October meeting, “John Drinkwater, poet, and Far 

Oakridge connections” is being held on a Saturday morning. 

Details are available elsewhere in What’s On. This is an 

experiment to allow more people to attend who cannot get to 

evening meetings. Do come and encourage others to come too. 

 

On November 27th we will be back to Wednesday evening for 

a film show including “Britain on Film: Rural Life”. 

Kay Rhodes 

 
 

 

OAKRIDGE GARDEN CLUB 
At our meeting on the 6th August Kevin Ward 

gave us an excellent talk on the 

transformation of the walled garden which is  

situated behind the Museum in the Park in Stroud.  He described 

the history of the garden from its heyday in the 1850’s, through 

many decades of neglect and now, after 10 years of hard work, 

its present incarnation as a magical space. 

 

Most walled gardens are flat, but ours has a 15 metre slope 

from top to bottom - well, we are in Stroud!  This challenged the 

designers in their quest to make the garden accessible to all.  

Winding paths through lovely borders leading to a new 

education centre have taken the place of brambles, fallen trees 

dead bushes, mountains of rubbish and perhaps worst of all, 

Japanese knotweed. 

 

What came through in Kevin’s talk was the commitment, 

enthusiasm and downright hard work of all involved. It was, and 

continues to be, a true community project. It’s one of Stroud’s 

hidden treasures. 

 

Our Garden Club stall at the Village show was well supported 

with Gill’s little posies flying off the table, lots of beautiful and 
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unusual daffodil and tulip bulbs sold in anticipation of spring and 

with excellent plants supplied by Stancombe Farm Shop. Many 

thanks to all who helped man the stall and all who supported us. 

 

Our next meeting is on the 1st October when Mandy Bradshaw 

will talk to us on “The Four Seasons - Cotswold Style”.   Do 

come and join us. 

Bizzie White 

 
 

 

NATURE NOTES FROM WATERLANE 
I believe we have to thank the local farmer 

for a vibrant display of wild flowers in the 

field below Waterlane this year.  It has been 

a picture with the Ox-eye daisies and Orchids 

dominant in early summer. The Ox-eye daisy, also known as the 

Marguerite, Moon-Daisy or Dog Daisy, was used in former times 

for an extract to cure a variety of ailments from chest and liver 

to drops for runny eyes. 

 

Earlier in the year this same field had an explosion of colour 

with thousands of Common Blue butterflies, there were so many 

you had to be careful how you walked. Before transformation 

the short green furry caterpillars fed on the clover in the field, 

and then in June the hot weather produced a population 

explosion. The male has bright blue uppersides with a white 

margin, the female is primarily brown. 

Alan White 

 

 
THANK YOU 
We would like to express our thanks to everyone who sent cards 

and offered their help while Richard was in hospital, and who are 

continuing to do so.  It was and is such a comfort to have so 

much local support. 

Judy & Richard Mackie 
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GREETINGS FROM THE NEW 

HEADTEACHER, OAKRIDGE 
SCHOOL 
It is a great privilege to be taking on 

the role of Headteacher at Oakridge Parochial School. The school 

and community have been very welcoming, and I would like to 

thank everyone who has said hello and introduced themselves 

over my first few weeks. I am very much looking forward to 

working alongside everyone to ensure we have the best possible 

educational opportunities for the children at the school. 

We have organised an Open Day to take place on Tuesday 5th 

November for people to come and look around the school. I will 

be around during that day and would very much like to meet 

you. If you are not available, then please feel free to make an 

appointment to meet with me or come along at the start/end of 

the school day to say hello. 

Best wishes, 

Jonathan Preston, Headteacher 

 

 

 
 

It’s the start of a new school year 

and things are already in full swing 

on the allotment. Both classes have 

been busy tidying up the raised 

beds in readiness for the term 

ahead.   The fence around the pond 

and wildlife area is finally complete. Parents from the school 

joined forces towards the end of the Summer holidays to erect 

the posts. It was also given a lick of paint and colourful 

chalkboards were mounted. The children can use these to make 

observations about nature and the changing seasons.   

 

The large work bench that was made by Bill Pankhurst is also 

finished. Scaffold boards were recently slotted in to form the top 

and it looks fantastic! It has been getting a great deal of use, 

particularly at our From The Ground after school sessions, which 

take place on a Friday. The children have been busy making 
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their own bird food and studying animal anatomies and the table 

has been invaluable in facilitating both. 

 

The children’s topic for this term is My Wonderful World and the 

focus is firmly on environmental issues. With that in mind, the 

children are having a seed saving workshop with the Stroud 

Seed Bank this month. Our local MP David Drew will also be 

attending and getting involved with some hands on activities. 

Earlier in the year the school joined Garden Organic’s Heritage 

Seed Library, becoming Gloucestershire’s first seed guardian 

school. A wonderful accolade to hold. At the seed saving 

workshop, the children will be learning more about what that 

role means and the importance of seed conservation. 

 

The children are also due to have a composting workshop with 

Bisley Community Composting and an oil and watercolour 

workshop with Art Sparks from Pegasus Art in Thrupp. Both 

should be extremely useful sessions that we hope will provide 

many wonderful learning opportunities. Bunting is also on the 

agenda. Each child will have the opportunity to design and make 

their own flag out of recycled materials. The final creation will 

decorate the fence, we can’t wait to see it! 

 

In other news From The Ground, the school is to become a LEAF 

Demonstration School, (Linking Environment, Food and 

Farming). The school recently met a representative from LEAF at 

the allotment to discuss how we can get involved. As a LEAF 

Demonstration School we will be acting as a best practice 

example of how food production, farming and the countryside 

can be used as a core element of the school curriculum. It’s a 

really exciting opportunity.   

 

There’s a great deal to look forward to over the coming months. 

A big thank you to everybody who has continued to support our 

venture. Everyone is always welcome at the allotment to see all 

the good things the children are doing. 

OAT (Oakridge Allotment Team) 

07983 465414 / info@mouseabouttown.co.uk 

mailto:info@mouseabouttown.co.uk
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A date for your diary! 

The Oakridge Players proudly present... 
  

Cinderella 
  

on Thursday 21st, Friday 22nd and Saturday 23rd November 

with an afternoon and evening performance on the Saturday 

  

Tickets available from Ollie’s shop from 27th October 
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BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT PARISH COUNCIL 
Please see the Parish Council website for Ward information and 

minutes of Council meetings. www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk.    

 

The Parish Council (PC) is busy with the project to develop a 

Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) as an addition to 

Stroud District Council’s Local Plan to plan how the area will 

progress over the next 10 years. Consultations are under way 

with Village Hall meetings in the 3 constituent Wards to canvas 

opinion with ALL residents – so any ideas you have on the way 

YOU want YOUR area to develop would be happily received – 

just get in touch with your local councillor. More consultations 

will be taking place. 

 

The PC declared a Climate Emergency in support of Stroud 

District Council’s declaration – we are now seeking practical 

ways of supporting this declaration which we hope you will be 

able to personally support too. 

 

Scrutinising planning applications is ongoing, though the PC only 

has relatively limited power in this regard. We hope to be able 

to wrest more influence over development, design, location and 

eco-friendliness with the adoption of the proposed 

Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

 

Trees are an important part of our environment and with the 

obvious effect of disease on our many Ash trees (Ash Die Back) 

a Trees Policy is being drawn up and then implemented to 

enhance the natural beauty of our area and deal with the 

problems of the Ash trees.  

 

Allow me to introduce myself as your new Ward Councillor for 

the Oakridge Ward of Bisley-with-Lypiatt Parish Council. I hope 

to be able to contribute to positive and appropriate (and limited) 

development of our area and have particular interest in the 

provision of appropriate housing for both young people and for 

older people looking to downsize but remain in the community, 
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at a reasonable cost. Feel free to contact me if you want to 

share ideas about our future in Oakridge Ward. 

Ward Councillors - Tony Martin  (brx44@ymail.com – 

07710800290), Mike Bell, Roger Budgeon, Dennis Robbins 

Clerk - Debbie Meredith 01452 771089 admin@bisley-with-

lypiatt.gov.uk 

 
 
NEWS FROM THE BUTCHERS ARMS 
We would like to introduce our new Team here at The Butchers 

Arms.  Come and meet Suzanne on the Bar and greet our brand 

new chef too. 

 

We would like to apologise for any upheaval that has been 

caused over the last month and would really like you to give us 

another chance to show our support to the village. 

Hope to see you all soon. 

The Butchers Arms Team 

 
 

 

BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT TWINNING 
ASSOCIATION 
25 people people, the youngest just five years 

old, visited our twin commune of Plessala in 

Brittany, staying with local residents over the 

August Bank Holiday weekend. 

  

On arrival, we were welcomed by the local mayors and other 

dignitaries in the village’s newly built sports hall before heading 

for dinner to the homes of our French hosts. 

  

On the Saturday, both the UK and French contingents spent the 

day at the Breton commune of La Gacilly, the hometown of Yves 

Rocher, founder of the beauty company of the same name. We 

visited the Yves Rocher museum and interpretive centre, and 

also spent time wandering the village’s street-art exhibition and 

soaking up the atmosphere. In the evening, back in Plessala the 

French Twinning Assoc put on a dinner dance to celebrate 

mailto:brx44@ymail.com
mailto:admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk
mailto:admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk
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another successful year of the twinning. The Sunday was spent 

with host families, who laid on trips to local beauty spots and 

places of interest, before we left to catch the ferry from St Malo 

home on the Monday. 

  

The club gives members and supporters of various ages the 

chance to make new friends, attend social events here 

throughout the year, and if they wish, get involved with the 

annual exchange with Plessala. We are planning welcoming 

guests from Plessala to Bisley and Oakridge next May Bank 

Holiday, and are already planning the weekend’s trips and 

events. If you would be interested in taking part, please contact 

Muriel Brooks on mbrooks@niceworkuk.co.uk or 01452-770346. 

Photos of this year’s trip are on the website: www.bisley-with-

lypiatt.gov.uk/twinning, or follow us on Facebook. 

John Hughes 

 
 
 RAINWATCH 

The rainfall in July and August, as 

measured by my rain gauge, was as 

follows:- 

 

July.....   78.8 mm.....about 3.1 ins. 

  

August.....  103.9 mm.....about 4.1 ins. 

  

So far the rainfall in September is 14 mm.....about 0.6 ins.  

Gill Farrar 

 

 
 

 

CHALFORD SPORTS AND SOCIAL 

CLUB 
For information on their October and 

November events, check out the website 

www.chalford-ssc.co.uk  

mailto:mbrooks@niceworkuk.co.uk
http://www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/twinning
http://www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/twinning
http://www.chalford-ssc.co.uk/
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ENTRIES UP FOR THE VILLAGE SHOW! 
Many thanks to everyone who entered the show this year.  I 

was extremely pleased to see that entries were up, despite a 

drop in the children's sections, making it the best year since 

2014.  For those that are interested, I have compiled a few 

statistics from previous years.  Unfortunately I am missing the 

data from 2015. 

 

We also made well over £2000 to be distributed equally between 

this year’s recipients: the school, church and village hall. 

 

 
 

Andrew Davison 

 

 
DISTRICT COUNCIL NEWS 
Please see the Parish Council website for more detailed 

information on the items included below within Councillor 

Williams’ report - www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk.    

 

Neighbourhood Development Plan evenings 

It was a pleasure to be invited to join the NDP Steering Group 

and contribute to resident consultation evenings. The first of 

which were scheduled for the 10th, 17th & 24th September.  

My intention is to speak to as many residents as possible on 

what is important to you, with an underlying theme of ‘our 
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environmental impact’, which is woven through everything we 

do.   These consultation evenings are only the first round, this 

process may run for 16-24 months depending on the level of 

detail and consultation process. I would encourage all residents 

to provide an input.  

 

Combating our Climate Change emergency  

I spoke to the Parish Council advising them that we, as 

individuals and a community, are needed to contribute to meet 

the 2030 Carbon Neutral targets.  As a rural ward, I believe we 

are well positioned to create the largest impact.  I know as a 

result of this, our Parish Council are acknowledging this call and 

setting in place a set of policies to support our objectives.   

 

Planning conditions 

At the August parish meeting it was asked why SDC do not put a 

standardised condition to ensure contractors/ builders/ owners 

remedy any damage they cause resulting from their build.   

This then raised a wider point of why conditions recommended 

by local councillors and parish councillors are not recognised or 

enforced.  I have raised this as a question to the Chair of the 

DCC as well asked our new Chief Executive to come to our ward 

to learn more about who we are and what our challenges are.  

 

Road sweeper  

The Parish Council have been requesting road sweeping in 

Oakridge for 6 months and were disappointed to learn that the 

machine missed their scheduled sweeping date in May. Having 

approached officers on this, we were advised that a ward like 

ours is designated as Zone Four. The council sweeps ¼ of these 

zones per year.  We have managed to rescheduled works. 

However, I have learnt from our last Parish Council meeting that 

this effort was unsatisfactory and needs revisiting.  

 

Speeding 

A local Parish Councillor and I have produced a petition to justify 

to the police that we as a community feel a growing concern 

that from Eastcombe, through Bisley and as far as The Camp, 
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warrants investigation for speeding and dangerous driving. 

Please show us your support by signing.  

 

Other items in Councillor Williams’ report include: 

Green initiatives in Stroud 

Fibre optic  

Waste bin charges 

Councillor Tim Williams 

 

 
PLANNING NEWS 
Information relating to local planning issues, as outlined on the 

Stroud District Council website.   Here is a summary of local 

planning news in the period 25th July – 23rd September: 

 

S.19/1091/HHOLD 

Single storey rear extension, Dunelm, Far 

Oakridge 

 

Permitted 

S.19/1085/LBC and S19.1084/HHOLD 

Resubmission of previous application 

Stokyes Close, Oakridge Lynch 

 

Permitted 

S.19/1078/HHOLD 

Demolish garage, erect 2 storey side 

extension, Jalna, Far Oakridge 

 

Permitted 

S.19/1486/HHOLD 

2 storey extension and detached garage 

Edgehill, The Broadway, Oakridge Lynch 

 

Permitted 

S.19/1719/HHOLD 

Single storey extension, Tunley Farm 

Awaiting 

Decision 

S.19/1685/HHOLD 

Single storey rear extension, Spring Cottage, 

Far Oakridge 

 

Awaiting 

Decison 

 

Further details can be found on the Stroud Council website 

https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications.   For 

Parish Council planning input, check the website www.bisley-

with-lypiatt.gov.uk. 

 

https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications
http://www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/
http://www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/
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POLICE & CRIME COMMISSIONER 
The Police and Crime Commissioner is required to produce an 

annual report reflecting how he has carried out his 

responsibilities over the past 12 months and progress in 

delivering the Police and Crime Plan.  This Plan is to be 

distributed as widely as possible. 

  

As a summary of the twelve months from April 2018-March 

2019, this year’s annual report highlights the challenge of 

dealing with a growing range and complexity of crimes, 

complicated by additional social issues around mental health 

and lack of youth provision. It reflects on key announcements 

regarding collaboration with bordering forces and 

Gloucestershire’s Fire and Rescue Service, budget details, award 

winning services and the continuing success of the 

Commissioner’s Fund. 

 

 

 

 
The Oakridge History Group presents a special morning talk  

on Saturday 19th October at 10.30am  in Oakridge Village Hall 

 

John Drinkwater, poet and playwright 

 

by Kirsty Hartsiotis of The Wilson, Cheltenham 

Kirsty will talk about the life of John Drinkwater, his connection with 

the Dymock poets and his time in Far Oakridge where he lived from 

1919 as a neighbour of his friend William Rothenstein 

All welcome 

Members of the history group £1 and non members £2 

Tea and coffee provided 
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CHRISTMAS MARKET 

OAKRIDGE VILLAGE HALL 

Saturday 30th NOVEMBER 

10.00am till 12.30pm 

Wide range of festive gifts 

for friends and family including 

HANDMADE CRAFTS, CARDS, JEWELLERY,  

CHRISTMAS GIFTS, DECORATIONS and much more 

COFFEE....TEA.....HOT CHOCOLATE 

and MINCE PIES available all day 

 

FREE ENTRY 

All profits to Village Hall funds 
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Oakridge Parochial School 

Oakridge Lynch 

Stroud 

Gloucestershire 

GL6 7NR 

01285 760269 

www.oakridgeschool.org.uk 

admin@oakridge.gloucs.sch.uk 

 

 

Open Day 

 

Tuesday 5th November 2019 

9.30 am – 3.00pm 

 

No appointment needed 

 

Come along and see our school in action 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.oakridgeschool.org.uk/
mailto:admin@oakridge.gloucs.sch.uk
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

October 2019 

1st  Garden Club 7.30 pm 

2nd  Parish Council Meeting, Bisley WI 

Hall 

7.30 pm 

9th Lunch Club, Village Hall 11.00 am -2.00 pm 

10th WI, Village Hall 7.30 pm 

12th  Harvest Supper, Village Hall 6.30 pm 

13th  Harvest Festival Family Service 9.30 am 

19th History Group, Village Hall 10.30 am 

20th  Family Communion with Breakfast 

at Bart’s 

9.30 am 

23rd  Lunch Club, Village Hall 11.00 am – 2.00 pm 

 

November 2019 

3rd Memorial Service, St Bartholomews 6.00 pm 

5th School Open Day 9.00 am – 3.00 pm 

6th Parish Council Meeting, Bisley WI 

Hall 

7.30 pm 

10th Remembrance Service 9.30 am 

13th  Lunch Club, Village Hall  11.00 am – 2.00 pm 

14th WI, Village Hall 7.30 pm 

17th   Family Communion with Breakfast 

at Bart’s 

9.30 am 

21st – 

23rd  

Oakridge Players present 

‘Cinderella’ 

 

27th Lunch Club, Village Hall 11.00 am – 2.00 pm 

27th  History Group, Village Hall 7.30 pm 

30th Christmas Market, Village Hall 10.00 am – 12.30 

pm 
 

23rd NOVEMBER 2019 CLOSING DATE for the next WHAT’S ON  
 
 

Editors: 

Victoria Beard, Tel 01285 760339, email vbeard51@gmail.com 

Gill Davis, Tel 01285 760354, email gilldavis37@gmail.com   E&OE 

mailto:vbeard51@gmail.com

