
 

 

WHAT’S ON 
February 2018 / March 2018 

Edition Number 231 

 

 

          

OAKRIDGE LYNCH    FAR OAKRIDGE 

WATERLANE     BOURNES GREEN     TUNLEY 



2     

 

 

 
THE CHURCH IN OAKRIDGE, meeting at St 
Bartholomew’s 

 

FEBRUARY 2018 

4th  Parish Communion        9.30 a.m. 
11th  Parish Communion        9.30 a.m. 
18th  Family Communion        9.30 a.m. 
 Followed by Breakfast at Bart’s 
25th  Holy Communion (BCP)       8.00 a.m. 

Morning Worship       9.30 a.m. 
 
 

JANUARY 2018 

4th  Parish Communion        9.30 a.m. 
11th  Family Communion (Mothering Sunday)   9.30 a.m. 
 Followed by Breakfast at Bart’s 
18th  Benefice Service (Installation of Rev. Sue   11.00 a.m. 
 Murray) at All Saints Bisley 
 
25th  Holy Communion (BCP) (Lent 4)     8.00 a.m. 

Morning Worship       9.30 a.m. 
   

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

TEAM LEADER  Rev. Stephen Jarvis  01453 884545 
CHURCHWARDENS Mr. David McKirgan  01285 760321 

    Mrs. Elisabeth White  01285 760729 

 

BIBLE STUDY 

Every 2nd and 4th Thursday 3.00 pm at The Coach House - for details please 

contact David McKirgan. Bible study will not take place during the Lent Course. 

 

MORNING PRAYER is said in St. Bartholomew’s every Thursday at 8.00 am.  
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NEWS FROM ST BARTHOLOMEW’S 
We are delighted to announce that we have a new vicar: the Reverend Susan 

Murray has been appointed as the next Vicar of the Bisley Benefice.  

 

Sue is currently Vicar of Three Bridges in Crawley and is married to Peter, who 

is a Reader. They have two children, both at university, and a Jack Russell cross 

dog.  Before her current appointment she worked in a rural parish in the 

Diocese of York and spent seven years in a remote part of Argentina, where 

her children were born.  

 

She will be licensed by Bishop Rachel on the morning of Sunday, 18th March, 

Bisley Church at 11.00 am. 

 

Christmas now seems a long time ago, but memories of the Christingle, Crib 

and Carol Services before Christmas and the Christmas Day Communion 

Service are all still fresh and strong. All were very well attended and a packed 

church for the Carol Service heard glorious singing from the choir.  Many, 

many thanks to Val Green for all her hard work in arranging the programme 

and rehearsing the choir. They also must be congratulated that under Val’s 

tutelage, they are surpassing themselves each year. 

 

Our Family service with Breakfast at Bart’s afterwards will now be on the third 

Sunday of each month, so the next one will be on the 18th February.  

Bizzie White 

 

OAKRIDGE HISTORY GROUP 

On Wednesday 24th January, members of the Oakridge History Group started 

researching Oakridge men and women who served in WWI and returned 

home. This year is the centenary of the end of the war, and we wish to 

establish a record of those who served, to stand alongside those who lost their 

life and are commemorated on the War Memorial. A further research evening 

will be held in the village hall annex on Wednesday 28th February at 7.30, to 

which everyone is very welcome. We would be delighted to hear from anyone 
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who knows of an ancestor from Oakridge who served in WWI. If you have any 

information please contact John Loosley on johnloosley40@gmail.com or call 

01285 760460. 

John Loosley 

 

OAKRIDGE W I 

The first meeting of 2018 was held in the Annexe of the Village Hall, and took 

the form of a games evening and was much enjoyed by all.  Celia kindly read 

the questions for Trivia. 

 

Reflecting back on the Christmas Party, Celia thanked all those who provided 

the super food for the supper, she also thanked Sue Robinson for the 

brainteasing quiz which we all enjoyed.  The Charity raised £80 for Maggies in 

Cheltenham. 

 

The Annual Council Meeting will be on 21st March in the Town Hall 

Cheltenham. 

 

Bizzie White has arranged another 'Meet The Artists' event on Saturday 17th 

February in the Village Hall 10am to Noon.  £7 incl refreshments, proceeds to 

the Cobalt Unit. The Artists concerned are Sarah Wimperis, Cheryl Perritt and 

Stephanie Cushing. 

 

Dates of the next two Meetings starting at 7.30pm in the Village Hall: 

8th February -  Kate Birch with her talk entitled Plenty Pies. 

8th March - Traditional Basket Weaving with Norah Kennedy. 

 

Visitors are always warmly welcomed to our friendly Meetings. 

Ann Fry 
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OAKRIDGE GARDEN CLUB 
Our Christmas Social was, as always, a very happy 

gathering and a great start to the Christmas festivities in 

the village.  Ann Fry’s fiendish quiz was……fiendish: I  

managed three answers out of twenty. It was an excellent ice – breaker, thank 

you, Ann. 

 

Rosamund, after many years of producing amazing curries, has now hung up 

her pinny and her curry ladle, and our grateful thanks go to her for all her hard 

work for the Club. 

 

Our next meeting on the 6th February is our AGM. We don’t hang around with 

our AGM’s: our quickest was seventeen minutes, so Martin has been 

challenged to beat that.  As our speaker is Roger Turner on “Lust and 

Loveliness in the Garden” I can see us all being very happy to whizz through 

the business part of the meeting. 

 

As I write this, the sun is shining, I’ve wandered round the garden checking the 

bulbs poking through and I’ve picked a posy of snowdrops, so winter doesn’t 

seem so bad. I’ll ignore the warning of storm force winds, sleet and snow for 

tomorrow. 

Bizzie White 

 

 

 

NATURE NOTES 
We have had very similar entertainment as Alan describes 

below in our garden.  When the snow lay four inches deep 

we watched a dozen male blackbirds and one female 

digging down to find the carpet of apples underneath.   

When the snow melted there were dozens of hollowed out apples carpeting 

the lawn. 

Richard Mackie 
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Nature News from Waterlane 

With the recent snowfall I decided to clear a patch on the lawn and put some 

food out for the ground feeding birds.  After a short time I went to see what 

was going on and to my surprise I counted seven squabbling blackbirds on 

the same patch. I have never seen so many blackbirds together at one time as 

they are generally very protective of their territory, but the bad weather 

meant they had to put up with one another. 

  

The other ground feeder in the mix were chaffinches, but they were being 

given a hard time by the blackbirds. In between feeding on this patch some of 

the blackbirds came to the kitchen window to supplement their diet 

with berries from a favourite Pyracantha bush. They looked quite comical as 

they flew upwards from the ground passing the window to reach the ripe 

berries. 

The track left by the blackbirds landing in the snow was interesting, showing a 

straight line with no wing feathers but sometimes a tail fan. The rich warbling 

song of the blackbird makes it stand out from other birds; it is delivered every 

year from my rooftop and heralds the beginning of spring.  

Alan White 

 

Nature News from Bournes Green  

Now winter is in full swing, a variety of birds have been taking advantage of 

food in my garden. A VOLERY of between 10 and 12 Long Tailed Tits arrived. A 

cheeky little black and pink bird, it has a black and white tail longer than its 

body. A ROUND of Robins were on the patio, aggressively defending their 

territories. It was a delight seeing 4 together, eyeing each other up. It’s 

impossible for us mere humans to tell the sexes apart (the female even sings). 

I like to think we’ll soon have 2 pairs searching for nest sites. A small CLOUD of 

Blackbirds gathered under the bird table - our British residents being joined by 

many immigrants from Europe. The male is instantly recognisable with his 

orange bill and glossy black plumage, the female is dark brown. Young males in 

their first year have darker bills, black plumage and brown wings. A CHARM of 
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Goldfinch, with their red, white and black heads, male and female alike, 

enjoyed sunflower hearts and seed heads too. We didn’t have a CASTLE of 

Goldcrest, but one was a delight, being the smallest bird in Europe at just 

89mm (the Wren is slightly bigger at 95mm). The male has a very distinctive 

orange crest banded by black, the female’s being lemon-yellow. A lone 

Treecreeper didn’t make a SPIRAL but its whitish under parts and curved bill 

were distinctive as it spiralled its mouse-like way up the tree trunk in jerky 

movements searching for food, using its tail as a prop. I’ve yet to see a 

MURMURATION of Starlings or a MUTATION of Fieldfare and Redwing, but 

there’s time, winter is yet young! 

Helen Dewhirst  

 

MORE THAN A VILLAGE SHOP 
We are proud to announce the opening of the Cotswold Room at Ollie's Shop. 

Boasting an array of carefully selected local products and treats, from award-

winning artisan cheeses, jams, honeys or pies to unique Cotswold wines and 

beers, and exquisite smoked fish from the local but world-renowned Severn & 

Wye smokery, whose clients include none other than Harrods, Selfridges and 

Harvey Nicholas. For the meat lovers out there we also just added the most 

sumptuous cured organic meats from Curious Meats of Gloucestershire. 

  

An eclectic mix between a well-stocked pantry, a deli and a gift shop, our 

shelves hold a vast array of mouth-watering essentials, as well as unique 

Cotswold gems.  

 

So if you haven't done so yet, come by and take a look and let us tempt you 

with some delights. 

Laura and Oscar 

 

WINE CLUB 
Oakridge Wine Club enjoyed a sumptuous Christmas meal at the Butchers 

Arms in December.  Phil and Alison did us proud with a five course menu; each 

course paired with an interesting carefully sourced wine, as well as a glass of 

Windsor Castle bubbly to start off the evening.  The members were tested 
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with a fiendish quiz and the chance to win one of the lovely wines in the free 

raffle. 

 

As we are observing dry January our next meeting is on 21 February where we 

will be meeting in the annex of the Village hall, a change from our normal 

venue in the back room of The Butchers Arms.  This will give us the chance to 

try different seating arrangements and it will be interesting to see what our 

members think. 

 

We normally meet on the third Wednesday of each month and taste around 

six different wines. If you are interested in joining please contact Julie Hughes 

on 01285 760177 or mail@jmhughes.plus.com  or Jill on 07816 955362; either 

of whom will be pleased to answer any questions.  We normally suggest that 

you come along as a guest the first time to see if you like it; the club can lend 

you some glasses for the evening.  Then if you do enjoy it, you can pay your 

joining fee, buy some glasses and get tasting! 

Julie Hughes 

 
 

 

  

OAKRIDGE SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 
We will be concentrating our fundraising efforts on raising 

funds to replace the computers at school with more up to 

date laptops, so all money raised at events will go towards 

this goal.    

Watch out for another opportunity to recycle all your old (good condition) 

clothes via the Bag 2 School collection, which will happen on 27th February – 

bags will be available from the school in the near future.   
 

If you regularly buy online, perhaps you could consider signing up to 

Easyfundraising.org.uk and raising funds for the school when you shop.  

This is an entirely free service that allows people to shop directly at their 

favourite online store via the links on the easyfundraising.org.uk website 

and raise a donation for their school cause once a purchase is made. 

Donations can be up to 15% of the value of your purchase, depending on 

the retailer and the item purchased. There are thousands of stores that 

tel:01285760177
mailto:mail@jmhughes.plus.com
tel:07816955362
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are already participating with leading high street brands such as Amazon, 

WHSmith, John Lewis and more, making it one of the most effortless 

fundraising ideas for schools. 

 

OAKRIDGE VILLAGE HALL TRUST 
As a result of the profit from the village show and the generous response from 

the community last year to the roof fund, we have carried out much needed 

improvements to the village hall. New LED lighting has been installed, together 

with thermostats to control the heating. This will help to reduce energy costs. 

In January the hall has been redecorated and we hope to carry out further 

improvements in 2018 to ensure that we have a comfortable and safe facility 

for the community to enjoy. 

 

The village hall is "owned" by the Oakridge community and is financed solely 

from hiring fees and fund raising. It is run entirely by a tremendous group of 

trustees and volunteers but we always welcome new volunteers and trustees 

to help with various activities. So, if you would like to be added to the list of 

volunteers or are interested in becoming a trustee, please contact any 

member of the Executive Management Committee: John Loosley, Chris Stoker, 

Chris Gregg, Alex Davis and Paul Timms.  

John Loosley 

 

RAINWATCH 
  

The rainfall in November and December, as measured by my 

Rain Gauge, was as follows:- 

  

November.....  85.3 mm.....about 3.36 ins. 

  

December.....       139.2 mm.....about 5.48 ins. 

  

So far in January, up to the 14th, 28.8mm, about 1.13 ins. of rain has fallen. 

Gill Farrar 
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PLANNING NEWS 
As requested, we will try to include information relating to local planning 

issues.   Here is a summary of local planning news in the period 21st November 

– 23rd January: 

 

S.17/0082/STMAJW 

Incinerator at Fourways Farm, Waterlane 

 

Awaiting decision 

S.17/2333/HHOLD 

Proposed extensions to Stonecrop Cottage, Oakridge 

Lynch 

 

Permitted 

S147/2595/HHOLD 

New entrance gates at Penn House, Oakridge Lynch 

 

Permitted 

S.17/2746/HHOLD 

Create first floor extension, Well Close, Oakridge Lynch 

 

Awaiting decision 

 

S.17/2862/FUL 

Erection of replacement dwelling, Little Sherwood, Tunley 

 

Awaiting decision 

S.17/2619/HHOLD 

Conversion of roof space, construction of porch and new 

outbuilding, Wishanger, Oakridge Lynch 

 

Awaiting decision 

S.18/0177/HHOLD 

Two storey extension, Clair Cottage, Oakridge Lynch 

 

Awaiting decision 

 

Further details can be found on the Stroud Council website 

https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications.   For Parish Council 

planning input, check the website www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk. 

 

LIGHT POLLUTION 
We have been asked to include comment from a concerned local resident….. 

Over the years, more and more very bright, high-powered exterior lights have 

been put on people’s properties around the village.   As well as causing a 

considerable increase in light pollution, some of these appear to point straight 

at other residents’ properties or along / across roads, making it dangerous for 

https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications
http://www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/
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drivers and pedestrians alike.   Please, when considering your outside lighting, 

have a thought for your neighbours and as far as possible, direct your lights 

into your own property, to minimise disruption to others.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOBILE LIBRARY  
The mobile library carries a good selection of books for both adults and 

children, and also has internet access - use a computer free of charge. It's free 

to join the Library! 

 

It will be calling at Waterlane Crossroads between 11.10 and 11.55, and 

Oakridge, Butchers Arms between 12.05 and 12.50 on Thursday 15th February 

and Thursday 15th March. 

  

More information can be found on the Parish Website www.bisley-with-

lypiatt.gov.uk 

 

 

 

Shrove Tuesday 
13th FEBRUARY 2018 

SOUP, PLOUGHMAN'S and PANCAKE LUNCH 

at the Village Hall, 12 noon - 1.30pm 

Tea, coffee and squash included, 

but if you wish, do bring your own beer, wine, etc. 

Adults £8.00, children £3.00 

(pre-school children £1) 

PAY ON ENTRY PLEASE....no tickets. 

Any profit to the Village Hall Funds 

 

http://www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/
http://www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/
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DONATIONS FOR WHAT’S ON 
Thank you to those who have already donated towards the What’s On funds.   

We would be grateful to receive any further cash donations, to be passed to us 

via the Shop.   All monies held in the account will build a reserve towards the 

future replacement of the printing equipment and other running costs.    

Gill Davis and Victoria Beard 

 

WHAT’S ON FINANCES  
 £ £ 

Opening balance 1st January 2017  483.42 

Donations  150.00 

Interest (net)  1.42 

Paper purchase (90.00)  

Printing costs (Oct/Nov edition) (73.00)  

Treasurers Account  507.84 

Cash in Hand  11.67 

Closing balance 31st December 2017  519.51 

 

 

CEILDH in aid of Hope for Tomorrow 

 

23rd March 2018, 7.30 pm – 10.30 pm 

Oakridge Village Hall 

 

£8 Adults / £4 children 

Pay on the door 

 

Bring and Share Supper 

Bring your own beverage of choice 

 

Contact Suzanne for further details 01452 770505 
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AN  INVITATION 

 

To meet          CHERYL, SARAH and STEPHANIE   -  Three young professional artists 

 

Cheryl and Sarah are painters and Stephanie, a sculptor 

 

WHEN?            Saturday, 17th February at 10.00 for 10.30am 

 

WHERE?          Oakridge Village Hall  

 

WHY?               To see their work, hear how they became artists, how their work has            

                           evolved and their ideas for the future 

 

HOW MUCH?   £7.00, payable at the door 

 

WHAT ELSE?     Refreshments provided by Oakridge WI 

 

IN AID OF THE COBALT UNIT, CHELTENHHAM 

 

Contact Bizzie White to confirm you would like to attend on 

01285 760729  

or email 19biz45@gmail.com 

 

CHALFORD SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB 
From time to time events at the Chalford Sports & Social Club will be included 

here…..for more information do check out their website chalford-ssc.co.uk. 

 

Tennis 
If getting a little bit fitter is one of your New Year’s Resolutions, there is a 
lovely ‘Rusty Rackets’ session on Tuesday mornings at 9.30. It costs just £7 and 
you don’t have to be a member - just turn up!   For more information about 
what we may have to offer you, get in touch with Ali: 
chalford.tennis.club@btinternet.com  01453 887421. 
 
 
 

mailto:chalford.tennis.club@btinternet.com
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Short Mat Bowls 
New players always welcome! We meet on Monday and Wednesday 
afternoons in the Main Hall of the Club at 2 p.m.   Please see the website for 
details of League Fixtures for February and March. 
 
Badger Creek C.M.C. 
Tony Dean has retired from promoting country music at Badger Creek C.M.C. 
after 34 years! The new promoter is Dave Chandler along with his wife, 
Shelley. All shows start at 8 p.m. and admission is £7 (except for the Christmas 
show). 
 
Saturday 10th February Badger Creek C.M.C. Chris Dunne Band 
Saturday 10th March  Badger Creek C.M.C. 3rd and Lindsley Band 
 
 

 

 

 

Butterfly 

Conservation is celebrating its 

50th anniversary this year - 10 March 1968 was the date the society was first registered.   

 

Our normal conservation work party will be taking place on the site but at the same time 

you are invited to a guided walk on the reserve at 11 am and 2 pm on the same day.  This 

will give you an idea of what goes on there and the reasons why.  If you’ve always 

wondered what happens, now is your chance to find out!  I look forward to seeing some 

of you there.  Stout footwear required. 

Sue Smith, Chairperson, Gloucestershire Branch of Butterfly Conservation 

 

chair@gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk; 01453 882127 

Gloucestershire Branch website: http://www.gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk/index.php  

Rough Bank Tour: http://www.gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk/hamearis/rough-bank-

tour/  

National website: https://butterfly-conservation.org  

 

 

 

 

 

Butterfly Conservation Gloucestershire Branch invites you to  
Two guided walks on the Rough Bank Reserve, 

between Bisley and The Camp 
 

Saturday 10th March 2018, 11 am and 2 pm 

Conservation Day of Action 

 

mailto:chair@gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk
http://www.gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk/index.php
http://www.gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk/hamearis/rough-bank-tour/
http://www.gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk/hamearis/rough-bank-tour/
https://butterfly-conservation.org/
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DO YOU NEED A HALL 

 OR 

 MEETING SPACE? 
THEN TRY 

OAKRIDGE VILLAGE HALL 

 

• 12 x 7.5 metre open space plus a curtained stage, and seating capacity of up to 

100 

• A fully equipped kitchen opens onto the main hall 

• Separate 5 x 3 metre Meeting/Changing Room 

• Licensed for Live and Recorded Music, Dance, Theatre and Film 

• Trestle tables and card tables 

 

Charges: £9 per hour including heating and electricity; full kitchen use extra 

(Discount for Oakridge community residents) 

 

Further information and charges can be obtained from: 

John Loosley, Tel: 01285 760460 or email  johnloosley40@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:johnloosley40@gmail.com
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

February 2018 
6th Garden Club AGM, Village Hall     7.30 pm 
8th WI, Village Hall        7.30 pm 
13th Shrove Tuesday Lunch, Village Hall    12.00–1.30 pm 
14th  Luncheon Club, Village Hall      11.00am-2.00 pm 
15th  Mobile Library, Waterlane and Oakridge 
17th Meet the Artists, Village Hall     10.00 am 
18th Family Communion, St Bartholomew’s  with 
 Breakfast at Bart’s       9.30 am 
21st  Wine Club, Village Hall       
28th History Group, Village Hall      7.30 pm 

Luncheon Club, Village Hall      11.00am-2.00 pm 
  

March 2018 
8th WI, Village Hall        7.30 pm 
11th Family Communion, St Bartholomew’s  with 
 Breakfast at Bart’s       9.30 am 
14th  Luncheon Club, Village Hall      11.00am-2.00pm 
15th Mobile Library, Waterlane and Oakridge 
18th Benefice Service, All Saints Bisley     11.00 am 
28th History Group, Village Hall      7.30 pm 
 Luncheon Club, Village Hall      11.00am-2.00 pm 
  
 
 
  

22nd MARCH 2018 CLOSING DATE WHAT’S ON 
 
 
Editors: 
Victoria Beard, Tel 01285 760339, email vbeard51@gmail.com 
Gill Davis, Hungerfords, Oakridge Lynch, Tel 01285 760354 
email Gillaquarius@aol.com 

 
E&OE 

mailto:vbeard51@gmail.com
mailto:Gillaquarius@aol.com

