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USEFUL INFORMATION

Why not check out our online village communities.....

The village website - http://www.oakridgevillage.org - for up-to-date village
information, including Village Hall availability and Village Events Calendar, news
of films and events - sign up to receive this direct to your inbox via
www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist

facebook.com/Oakridge Village Network
facebook.com/Oakridge Village Hall, Oakridge Lynch

I@l ""bt“‘a"ﬂm oakridgelynch Contact Claire Robinson on 07903 974577

if you'd like to submit some photographs, full credit will be
given

Village network
\WIEL A ®

Village Hall bookings - johnloosley40@gmail.com

Butcher’'s Arms 07597 426083 or thebutchersarms.oakridgelynch@gmail.com
Ollie’s Shop - 01285 760239 Mon-Fri 9-5 Sat 9-1 Sun 9-12

Oakridge Parochial School — 01285 760269

Sign up to receive news of events, films and the What’s On direct to your email
inbox, via the village website — www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist

EDITOR’'S NOTE

Online Version of What's On
If you prefer the online version of What’s On and no longer want a paper copy, please

email editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com with your name and address and I can adjust
the printing circulation list.

Saturday 16th November, 5pm - CLOSING DATE
for the December 2024/January 2025 WHAT'S ON

The What's On is created from articles written by members of the community. We have
great regular contributors, but always welcome new features/writers/artwork for the

cover. Donations toward costs are always appreciated - please contact the editor for
details.

Editor: Victoria Beard Email: editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com

Disclaimer: The editor reserves the right to edit or omit material. E&OE



http://www.oakridgevillage.org/
http://www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist
mailto:johnloosley40@gmail.com
mailto:thebutchersarms.oakridgelynch@gmail.com
http://www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist
mailto:editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com
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THE CHURCH IN OAKRIDGE

VICAR: Rev. S Murray 01452 770897
PCC SECRETARY: Kim Barber 01452 770626 or
silverbirches.waterlane@gmail.com

Service details at www.bisleybenefice.org.uk, church and village
noticeboards

Greetings from the Church in Oakridge. We hope that you enjoyed the summer break
and are looking forward to the Autumn term and harvest celebrations. Everyone is
welcome at our Harvest Festival and Harvest Supper - tickets are available from Alison
Mills 01285 760568. All produce donated at the Harvest Festival will go to Stroud Food
Bank and The Long Table.

We would be delighted to see you at any of our events, there will be a service of
Remembrance on Sunday 10th November.

Saint Bartholomew's is open daily from 9.00am - 5.00pm for prayer and reflection,
should you have thoughts to share or questions, please call vicar Sue on the above
number.

We are very grateful to Music In Oakridge for kindly presenting A Candlelit Recital in
the Church on Saturday 16th November. Doors open at 5.00pm, please come along to
support the world-class musicians and raise funds for the church. Details and tickets

are available from http://www.musicinoakridge.co.uk

The home group meets twice monthly on Tuesday evenings for a meal and discussion
of a section of the bible. Should you be interested in coming along, please contact
Sharon Dawes on 07979 522281 or  Willem De Jager 07857
535122 willem.de.jager@hotmail.com

OCTOBER

Thursday 37 October 10.00 am to 12 noon Café in Church
Saturday 5t October 6.30 pm Harvest Supper - Village Hall
Sunday 6% October 9.30 am Harvest Festival

Monday 14t October 10.00 am Open the Book, with the School
Sunday 20t October 9.30 am Holy Communion

Sunday 27t October 9.30 am Holy Communion

NOVEMBER

Sunday 3™ November 9.30 am Morning Prayer - All Saints Day
Thursday 7t November 10.00 am to 12 noon Café in Church
Sunday 10t November 9.30 am Remembrance Service
Monday 11t November 10.00 am Open the Book, with the School
Saturday 16" November 5.00 pm to 7.00 pm Candlelit Music Recital
Sunday 17t November 9.30 am Holy Communion

Monday 25t November 10.00 am Open the Book, with the School


mailto:silverbirches.waterlane@gmail.com
http://www.bisleybenefice.org.uk/
http://www.musicinoakridge.co.uk/
mailto:willem.de.jager@hotmail.com
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CAFE CHURCH

Hi everyone,
Cafe church continues to be on the first Thursday of every month. Our next date is
3rd October at 10-12.

It was lovely to welcome new faces in September, and hopefully they enjoyed meeting
up with new and old friends.

If you haven't tried us then come along and try some delicious cake and coffee, or tea
if that's your thing.

Looking forward to seeing you there.

Best wishes from the team

HARVEST SUPPER

Village Harvest Supper
Saturday 5" October
6.30 pm at the Village Hall

Everyone welcome
Buffet
Cash Bar
Tickets are available from Ali Mills on 01285 760568

£10 per adult, children under 14 free.
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IN MEMORIAM

We said a sad farewell to both John and Ann Fry of Far Oakridge. Devoted to each
other for 66 years, sadly passed within 12 days of each other, together now forever.
They featured in ‘the Spotlight’ in August/September 2022, and Ann’s occasional
contribution to What’s On will be missed.

%k >k >k k

We would like to thank everyone who came to the 'Mumorial' event for Maureen at the
Village Hall.

It was lovely to have the space so full of friends, to be able to exhibit Mum's paintings,
share her creativity and celebrate her life before and beyond her dementia.
We think Mum would have approved.

Thank you all for your kindness and generosity and your memories of Mum
Helen, Nathan, Francesca

and

Gordon Ward.

>k 5k >k >k >k >k %k

A Candlelit Recital

Sat 16" November, 5-7pm

Imagine, a chilly late Autumn evening, walking through the village and down to the church, all
aglow against the dark of the oncoming night. Entering the church, the inviting aura of candlelight
surrounds you as you take your seat. Soon to be enraptured by the beautiful, uplifting sound of
classical music.

Music in Oakridge invites you to our inaugural concert, a wondrous evening of world class musical
talent in the setting of our beautiful church of St Bartholomew. We are raising funds for the essential
maintenance and running costs of the church, any proceeds will go to the church. We will also be
welcoming donations on the night.

Taking place on Saturday 16" November, the concert will start at 5.30pm, and doors will open at
5pm for you to enjoy your complimentary glass of wine or soft drink. Cash donations only at the bar.
Tickets are £20 plus booking fee, available via our website www.MusicinOakridge.co.uk. If you don’t
have access to the internet, please contact Penny Newton on 07887 946523 - and we’ll organise to
make the purchase for you.

If you’d be interested in sponsoring Music in Oakridge, please contact hello@musicinoakridge.co.uk.
We would also love to hear your feedback afterwards.

Looking forward to welcoming you all at this special evening.

The Music in Oakridge team, Jane Curzon, Tony Salmon, Penny Newton


http://www.musicinoakridge.co.uk/
mailto:hello@musicinoakridge.co.uk
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GILL FARRAR’'S OAKRIDGE RAINWATCH

/_/\-\\ As measured by my rain gauge, recent rainfall levels were as
r./\ follows:

\ July .... 103.7 mm .... about 4 ins
\\\\\ August .... 53.2 mm .... about 2 ins
September (to 17t") .... 72.8 mm .... about 2.8 ins

OAKRIDGE WALKING GROUP

Need some company while getting some exercise? Then come and join us. We're a
friendly, local walking group who meet every other Tuesday morning for a walk and a
natter. Walks are typically about 5 miles, start at 10 am and last around 2.5 hours.

The programme for the rest of the year as follows:

8th and 22"9 October
5th and 19t November
34 December

If you would like to join the group on any of these walks, please contact Keith or Helen
Dewhirst on 01452 770560. A warm welcome awaits you.

LADIES NIGHT

Every second Wednesday of the month the lovely Ladies of Oakridge and beyond, meet
up for a drink and a chinwag. All ladies are welcome to join us from 7 pm. If you are
new to the village, this is a great way to get to meet your neighbours and our friendly
bunch will always provide a warm welcome!!

To facilitate the ongoing conversation around the future of Ladies Night, we have a
couple of new, WhatsApp groups. “not another flippin” WhatsApp group” I hear you
all cry. But wait - we thought of that!
Village Ladies Night
https://chat.whatsapp.com/Ebu4cVXmCBr7j7CvcSMj5D
«Only admins can post, with "home hosts” being guest admins for their hosting
night
« It will be kept to a minimum noise level, focusing on upcoming dates and related
info e.g. time, location etc. We will also include the occasional WhatApp poll
to gather feedback - e.g. preferences for New Year celebrations.
Village Ladies Chatter
https://chat.whatsapp.com/FDJI6K3pByX6QuOyG079P9
e The clue is in the name but — no compulsion to join at all, the key info will be in
Village Ladies Night
« Intended for conversations directly related to Ladies Night activities


https://chat.whatsapp.com/Ebu4cVXmCBr7j7CvcSMj5D
https://chat.whatsapp.com/FDJl6K3pByX6Qu0yG079P9
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LUNCH CLUB

Join us for a 2-course lunch and friendly conversation,
every 3 Wednesday of the month

£8 per person

To book your place, contact Ali Mills on 01285 760568
(please call by the Friday before the lunch)

Upcoming dates:
16™ October

20" November

4" December — Christmas Party

OAKRIDGE GARDEN CLUB

I hope like me you’'ve been able to make the most of the last few
weeks of good garden days, an added bonus to the up and down
weather of the Summer. One highlight of August, and the year, was
our group visit to ‘Bywells’ at Tunley. Glorious views back to
Oakridge, lovely planting and interesting pathways around the
grounds, delicious cakes to finish our visit!
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September brought the village show, and a huge thanks goes to members and
supporters who created a stall full of plants, bulbs and bright home grown bunches of
flowers. The bulbs were as popular as ever, with the last remaining narcissi and tulips
being on sale at our Tuesday meeting October 1st. The guest speaker that evening is
Val Bourne, with a talk titled “First Rate Perennials”. If you are interested in joining
our club, then please do come along for 7.30pm and enjoy the evening.

The Garden Club Christmas Soirée will be held in December, with wine and lovely
nibbles, and a quiz. Members, please watch out for an email from Jenny Gardiner with
more details.

I am sat with Gill Wimperis, writing this copy, who has asked me to thank you all so
much for the kindness shown to her in ‘strange times’. Please do keep popping in.

Happy gardening
Cheryl

OAKRI-GE FILM NIGHT

As mentioned in the last What’s On, we have been looking at licensing so that we can
show a wider variety of films. A large number of people visited the stand at the village
show, and following their feedback we are delighted to announce that we will be
showing Wicked Little Lies on 2"d October, and The Mercy on 6t November.

There will be a small increase to the ticket price, which will now be £6 on the door (to
include a free snack), with the usual well-stocked bar, and ice cream interval. As
always, please reserve tickets via www.oakridgevillage.org/boxoffice to give us an idea
of numbers. Doors open at 6.45pm, film starts at 7.30pm. Please note, CARD
PAYMENTS ONLY.

To find out more about upcoming films (and other village events), sign up to the What's
On Mailing List at www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist. - this will give you a sheak
preview of this film.

OAKRIDGE VILLAGE HALL

OAKRIDGE
VILLAGE
HALL
TRUST

ICommitted to providing quality social space for our community|

Registered Charity
Number 3013590

There are opportunities to use the Hall most daytimes of the week, so
if anyone has any meetings they would like to hold, or clubs they could suggest, please
get in touch with John Loosley.


http://www.oakridgevillage.org/boxoffice
http://www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist.

DEFIBRILLATOR APPEAL

Each week in the UK, 12 under 35s are lost to sudden cardiac death.

Oakridge Village Hall Trust is fundraising to provide a defibrillator to be based at the
Hall, close to the cricket field and play equipment, and the hub used by many village
groups, and available for use by the whole community. The cost of the equipment,
with secure external box and installation, is in the region of £3,000, with maintenance
costs of c.£400 spread over a 4 year period.

This appeal was kickstarted at the Village Show, where we made a great start of £500,
which has been supplemented by a donation from Show profits, bringing the total raised
at the time of printing to c.£1600.

Please help us to achieve our goal of installing the village’s 2nd defibrillator - contact
oakridgevht@gmail.com to make a donation
Thank you

Oakridge Village
Hall Trust

All residents aged 18 years and over of
Oakridge Lynch, Far Oakridge,

Waterlane, Tunley and Bournes Green
are invited to attend

THE
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

of the Trust which will be held on
WEDNESDAY 30t OCTOBER 2024

at 7.00 p.m. in
Oakridge Village Hall

Come along to hear the latest about your
Village Hall

(More information if required from the Secretary -

chrisgreggl73@gmail.com)



mailto:oakridgevht@gmail.com
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OAKRIDGE HISTORY GROUP

The summer visit took place in July and was a tour of Gloucester
Docks led by Tony Conder. He was an extremely knowledgeable
guide, bringing to life the history of the docks by recounting the
stories of the people involved in excavating, building, running,
developing and filling the docks with the bustle of their businesses. The buildings and
wharves came alive as we heard about the building of the warehouses, the fires, the
ships that were loaded and unloaded here and the people of all backgrounds,
nationalities and faiths who crossed each other’s paths.

The new season of talks will have started when you read this, with a talk by Simon
Draper on “Making a Living on the river Severn”.

Then on 23 October the film “Rivers of Cloth; Gloucestershire’s woollen cloth
Industry” will be shown and we will take a fresh look at Oakridge Silk Mill.

On 27 November Pete Moore will join us again to talk about “A further look at
Archaeology in our area.”

New and returning members and visitors will be very welcome.
Kay Rhodes

NATURE NOTES FROM WATERLANE

We have witnessed a lot of predation on our smaller
birds at Water Lane recently. A sparrowhawk is going
the rounds in Water Lane taking a toll on the unwary
smaller birds. Also I have lost two wood pigeons on
consecutive days, I think to the fox that has made its
home around Water Lane. Ground feeding birds are
always more vulnerable and unfortunately for the
wood pigeons they are easy prey when a fox is
around. I followed this fox at midday one day when
driving my car down my driveway to my cottage. It
brazenly trotted in front of my car and went into my
garden and sat on the lawn taking little notice of
myself.

On the other side of Water Lane, Ross Milne was peacefully watching a lesser spotted
woodpecker feeding in his garden when a very large buzzard swooped down and
grabbed it in its claws giving it no chance to escape. Barely larger than a sparrow, the
lesser spotted woodpecker is the smallest of Britain’'s woodpeckers. It often nests in
orchards and gardens and builds its nest by pecking a hole in dead or rotting wood. It
differs from the greater spotted by having no red under its tail. It has barred upper
parts and face and underparts that are whitish brown with dark streaking. Nowhere in
Britain are the lesser spotted really common, they are thinly scattered over England
and Wales and almost unknown further north.

Alan White
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OAKRIDGE SHOW

A rather grey start to the day didn’t dampen the spirits
of those who came along to enjoy this year’s Oakridge
Show on 7th September. Once again there was a

i fantastic display of vintage cars to view, including a

¢ visit from the ‘Postman Pat’ car! A packed
entertainment schedule included a fiercely competitive
tug of war, as well as the ever popular dog show.

Photo credits: Claire Robinson, Gaza Westfall, Vicky Beard

As always, the Show could not go on without the
help of those who give up their time to help set
up/take down, run stalls, enter exhibits, or just
come along to enjoy the afternoon - so THANK
YOU!

Entries to the Produce Show were impressive, with more
entries in the Children’s categories than we’ve seen for
several years (term had started and the school got very
involved!) and the exhibits in the hall looked

amazing. The quality of entries throughout was of an
excellent standard - very well done to all trophy winners
below, huge thanks to the judges, and to Pauline Lindeque,
who stepped in to ensure the smooth production of prize
certificates.
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CUP WINNERS

Flowers: Wendy Thomson

Vegetables: Paul Holley

Longest Runner Bean: Sarah Parker
Miscellaneous Garden: Paul Holley
Flower Arrangements: Rhiannon Jones
Baking & Preserves: Rose Fern
Handicrafts: Pauline Lindeque
Photography: Teresa Montague
Children aged 5,6 & 7: Autumn Jackson
Children aged 8-11: Flora Lidstone; Jem
Corcos-Dainton; Ewan Harris & Hugo Harris
Children 12 yrs upwards: Barnaby
Craine

Best in Show: Wendy Thomson

At the time of writing, the final totals are still being tallied, but a donation of £1,000
has already been made towards the OVHT Defibrillator Appeal.

The small Show team would very much appreciate new faces to continue to take the
Show forward - if you are interested in getting involved, please contact

Heather - hkf07@yahoo.com
Gaza - gaza.westfall@btinternet.com
Vicky - vbeard51@gmail.com

The Community flag

The new flag, designed by Moyra Westfall-Harvey,
was launched at the Oakridge Show, and is now flying
outside the village hall. The flag will fly from April to
September each year, funded by the Show. Initially
this flag was designed as the show emblem, but it has
now been adopted by the Trustees of the Village Hall,
as the new community flag.

The image represents the rural environment of the 5

settlements that form the ward of Oakridge, naturally including oak leaves and acorns,
with roses and lilacs. The oak tree represents strength, longevity, and endurance, the
acorn represents growth and prosperity, together they represent the cycle of life. Roses
represent the love and beauty of the community we live in, lilacs represent renewal,
happiness and tranquility, found within this community.


mailto:hkf07@yahoo.com
mailto:gaza.westfall@btinternet.com
mailto:vbeard51@gmail.com
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THE VILLAGE LOCAL

Imagine life in a village without a pub. Gone forever. Where would we go to meet
friends, put the world to rights or just find some company when we are alone and need
to be around other people?

There’s a reason why every soap opera has a pub. Pubs are places for communal
activity where storylines develop and cast members have valid reasons to interact.

I have the Rovers Return to thank for showing to me as a youngster how marvellous
the pub is. Watching the characters, joking, gossiping and generally talking bollocks,
as the booze worked its magic, it had a deep impact on me. Indeed, I was fortunate
to come from a family that loved pubs and as a child my family would regularly gather
in the pub for what was called ‘a jolly’. My dear old departed mum took on a pub after
her divorce at 40 and she ran it for 37 years. Bless her!

As humans we often have a need to come together to mix, mingle, plan, share,
compare, moan/groan and celebrate! Well pubs provide the perfect venue to help us to
do all of this, because the pub is the hub and much, much more than just a place to
have a drink.

Take away the pub, particularly in a village and the heart of that community could be
damaged forever.

We know that many pubs close in Britain each week and each closure means death by
a thousand cuts to the social health of our nation. A boarded up or derelict pub is a
gloomy sight. And I shudder every time I walk past a closed pub.

There are several reasons why so many pubs are closing, here’s a few:
e Demographic changes to local populations
e People who have no culture of going to pubs move to areas where the pub actually
needs them to survive
e High taxes that make alcohol in pubs too expensive
Crippling rents and business rates that prevent publicans from making a decent
living
Changing social habits where people cook dinner and drink more at home
The relatively low price of supermarket booze
A decrease in consumption of alcohol - especially amongst millennials
And profit driven pub chains/owners selling out to property developers

Another thing that’s changed over the last decade is that people increasingly live in
silos, the comfort of their front-rooms, surfing the web for hours living their perfect
lives on Facebook and Instagram.

The pub can offer the polar opposite of these behaviours.

Pubs are places where different people of different religions, generations, backgrounds,
political beliefs and incomes can all come together and chew the fat. There are few
other places like a pub, where such a diverse mix of people can socially interact
together.
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So, what can we do to stop the rot and help to save our pub(s)?

Visit them more

A pub can’t survive on just a busy Friday night

Arrange any social or business meetings there

Most pubs are open all day and serve tea and coffee if you don’t fancy alcohol
Have lunch at least once a week in your local pub

Meet your club in the pub

Ask to get together a regular darts/cribbage/skittles/quiz team if that’s your thing
Book an area of the pub for a birthday/wake or anniversary party

There must be lots of other ways we can do more to support our local.

But it's not just us, the people. The Government needs to recognise the crucial role that
pubs play in the make-up of our communities and the billions of pounds pubs contribute
to UK Plc. According to Visit Britain, a trip to a pub is in the top three things that
overseas visitors want to do during their stay. Our friends from overseas see the value
of the pub and sometimes we need to be reminded of it too!

If ever the phrase ‘use it or lose it” was timely, it is now. Our pubs are irreplaceable
local treasures. They are strands of the DNA that makes the UK what it is.

Please use the pub more.

OAKRIDGE CRICKET CLUB

Oakridge Cricket Club
Est 1900

Oakridge Youth Winter Coaching

The club are looking to run more youth coaching over the winter. This will almost certainly be held
at Thomas Keble School. Dates and times to follow. All youngsters of any ability welcome.

If you would like to join, support, donate to the club, or help out in any way, for more information
please contact: Mark Robbins mlrobbins@btinternet.com

BISLEY MARKETS at the WI VILLAGE HALL

SAVE THE DATES The Bisley Markets at the WI Village hall is back with a large selection of local
produce and gift stalls inside and out, October 13™ the Cat Protection will be running a tombola
and raffle, in aid of raising funds for the charity. November 17" there will be a selection of
Christmas gifts & a raffle in aid of Longfield Hospice. FREE ENTRY AND ADDITIONAL PARKING
AT BISLEY BLUECOATS SCHOOL YARD you will find us a short walk through the Bear car park.



about:blank
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TWINNING ASSOCIATION

CURRY + QUIZ - Saturday 9" November 2025

It’s that time of year again! To lighten the November gloom,
you are invited to our annual Curry + Quiz at Oakridge Village
Hall. Once again, Gaza Westfall will be our quizmaster. Kick-off
is 7:00pm, and the emphasis will be on fun — bring your own team of 8, or join up on a table
on the night. Enjoy papadums with chutney; a homemade curry of your choice (jalfrezi or
Malaysian chicken curry, or a vegetarian option) followed by mango dessert. As usual we will
be running a licensed bar (cash or card), and entry costs the same as last year: £12 adults/£6
child. Entry by ticket only, and when buying your ticket please ensure you make us aware of
any food allergies or intolerances you or anyone in your team may have.

[ Vi

< Tickets will be available from 4" Oct: please contact John
P : Hughes: mail@jmhughes.plus.com phone 07810-123511; or
Ve - FPERSE® Paul Hunt: paulhunt284@gmail.com phone 07814-621700

Ly .

I PLESSALA|&

7 - B Fancy a weekend in France?

% ne - ‘

& L CreLE MENE B If you do, then why not join the Bisley-with-Lypiatt Twinning

e 7 Association? We are planning a weekend trip in May 2025 to

COMMUNE JUMELEE stay with our French friends at Plessala in Brittany and would

AVEC B8 welcome new members to join the visit. The Association

[SLEY WITH LYPIATT EE2 makes a contribution to the cost, and the trip is by coach

. . B leaving Eastcombe, overnight ferry and return to Eastcombe

: on the Monday. The visit is great fun and you do not need to

be able to speak French, though there are plenty of opportunities to practise, if you do have
a little rusty school French! For more details, please contact John or Paul.

Bisley with Lypiatt Twinning Association www.bisleytwinning.org.uk

THE OAKRIDGE PLAYERS

Our next production is Noel Coward’s Blithe Spirit on 22, 24 &
25 January 2025, put it in your diaries please and look out for
more details nearer the time.

In the meantime if you would like to know more about the Players

OAKR'DGE or would like to join us, please go to
PLAYERS http://www.oakridgeplayers.com/.
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Spotlight on ...............

Richard Hunt

From long-standing Oakridge family member to
global traveller

I was born in Cirencester Querns Hospital in 1954. I've lived in Oakridge Lynch since then, apart from
4 years in the mid 1970s to 1980. I married Sue in 1974. Sue who was from Rodborough and her father
still lives there aged 97 (he has a 103 year old sister). |

have 3 siblings, Penny the eldest, then Barry and Jenny.

I've had a very rewarding and at times exciting life.

My childhood was fun in Oakridge, lots of other kids o = -

around my age. At weekends and holidays we would as w'
a gang go walkabout, usually down to the woods, River , 2 ‘v
Frome and Canal, sometimes up to Jackdaw Bridge. We “ , S
knew everyone in the village and always called them Mr _

or Mrs and surname never Christian names. We were : ”f.ﬁ
taught respect. Everybody said hello. * : 4 : T)'._,[

[ turned out to be a bit of a tearaway on my motorbikes %,% :

- I never really grew out of it. Sue and me would attend ""‘s,‘f, I
bike rallies on weekends in the UK and Europe, occasion " ,]{-,',',,i,,'i,:; i

as far away as Italy and France and the Benelux
countries during the 1970s.

My family is local on my father’s side which can be
traced back to the 1600s around Oakridge, Bisley and
Chalford and France Lynch. My mother’s family is from Wiltshire and Dorset.

Here are a few interesting family facts:

My great grandfather Frank Henry Hunt and Laura Eliza (nee Gardiner) owned the Kings Head in France
Lynch in the early 1900s and Hill Farm at Bournes Green in the early to mid 1900s. My great
grandfather on my mother’s side, Frank Henry Smith was custodian of Stonehenge in the early 1900s.
He emigrated to the states and my grandfather Walter Smith was born in Boston USA. They eventually
came back to the UK and my father and his 10 siblings all went to Oakridge school. The family lived at
Homeleigh opposite School House. Dame (Peggy) Margaret Weston who was later to become director
of the London Science Museum, lived in School House and used to spend a lot of her time as a child at
Homeleigh with the Hunt Family and was known as the 14th member of the family.

My mum was born in Chipping Sodbury and lived at Badminton and then Bisley.

[ and my siblings also went to Oakridge school as did both of our sons. After my secondary education,
which I didn’t enjoy much - [ must have been a nightmare pupil for the teachers at Eastcombe Manor
School (now Thomas Keble) - I started work as an apprentice mechanic at Valley Garage, the Ford
dealer in Stroud, sadly recently closed. I worked there until 1974 then worked on a farm for 18 months
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until [ had a motorcycle accident (not my fault) and couldn’t lift for a while so returned to Valley Garage
in 1975.

Our first son Gavin was born in 1976 and after school he went on to Hertford Uni and got an Aerospace
engineering degree, then went on to fly commercially. He's now a captain with a well known airline. He
lives near Bristol with his wife Sara, a programme manager, and their two sons.

[ was offered a job working mostly offshore in the North Sea in an engineering role in 1978. I worked
offshore and in the UK and Europe on and off for the next 12 years changing companies and being
trained in various disciplines a couple of times.

During this time our second son Simon was born in 1980. Simon went to Portsmouth Uni and studied
Architecture and got his degree. He now lives in Cheltenham where his girlfriend Jo also lives, and works
between there and London as a Consultant Architect.

My career took a change in the late 80s when I was trained in wellheads and in 1991 was offered a
rotational position in Brunei working for Brunei Shell. [ worked a 4 weeks on 4 weeks off rotation
commuting via Singapore for 3 years. Over the years I worked in many countries including Africa, Egypt,
the far east and middle east as well as the North Sea for many years rotational, until I retired after my
last posting of many years in Iraq as contract manager in the Rumaila Oil fields, surveying and
reworking wells and repairing damaged ones from the first and second Gulf War conflicts - it got a bit
hairy at times!!!!

My least favourite position was in Australia, mainly because I couldn’t get on with their work ethic.
Oddly my favourite rotation was Nigeria, though I did have quite a few incidents including a hostage
situation, which wasn’t very pleasant. (I won’t dwell on that.) I still continued to work there for another
year.

The most interesting job was a call to Egypt on the weekend of my 40th Birthday for a one-off job. A
Sudanese freighter had collided with an oil platform called ‘Hilal’ in the entrance to the Gulf of Suez just
north of Hurghada. I was told it was a bit of repair work until I saw it on CNN! There were 12 wells and
all had been on fire, some safety valves had closed but some remained open and the helideck had
collapsed from the heat on top of the wellheads, a right scary mess to say the least. I was there for over
a year rotational to rework the wells, working from a Jackup Rig - a really taxing job but rewarding.

Sue came out to the far east on one occasion but mainly stayed at home to look after our two boys. She
did some part-time work including working in the Oakridge shop/post office 3 half days a week, still
pursuing her love of art history and creative work in embroidery and crochet. She also enjoys being
part of an online choir.

[ was also privileged to work for a British Superbike team for 7 years on my days off, including some
World Superbike rounds and Macau GP, which was hard work but very enjoyable. I retired early in
2016 and I still do a bit of part time work, but my passion is motorcycles of which I have a few as well
as a classic car.

The village of Oakridge was a lovely place to grow up in and to return to after spending a month at a
time working away.

Written by Richard August 2024

Sue Wise. June 2024. 07766 705357. 01285 762800
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OAKRIDGE WI

For our annual subscription we are entitled to 11 meetings therefore

we have a months holiday in August. With only 16 members finances
can be tight.

INSPIRING WOMEN On 7t September we had our stall at the Village Show. There was a

good turn out and it stayed fine, cloudy but warm. Once again our goodies on sale

were financially successful, enabling us to donate towards the Show’s funds and our

own for ever increasing cost of good speakers.

We were so pleased to welcome 4 visiting prospective members on the evening of our
12t September meeting — hooray! As expected, a spectacular display of photography
by Robert Bryant was shown to us, entitled "Norway and the Lofoten Islands”. On
board the ferry Kong Harald, he set sail from Bergen on a lovely sunny day. Dramatic
scenery, snow on the mountains in June. Pretty pictures of wild flowers and dramatic
waterfalls. The ferry continued into the Arctic Circle for a 12-day round trip. What will
Robert be able to show us next time? I feel sure there will be a return visit.

10t October Glos Folk and Fairy Tales with Steve Rowley
There will be a bring and buy stall. Nominations for President and
Committee, with our low membership numbers, things tend to fall
into place amicably

14" November Our 1015t AGM, with annual reports by the Treasurer, the Secretary
and the President. Official business needs to be done as briefly as
possible. Followed by a quiz.

12th December  will be our Christmas Celebration

Hope to see you all in October
Mary Fern

BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT PARISH COUNCIL

Please see the Parish Council website for Ward information and minutes of Council
meetings www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk.
Next PC meetings: Wednesday 2" October and Wednesday 6t November 2024

Any issues in the Oakridge Ward of our Parish please contact
Cllr Roger Budgeon - roger@greenshopgroup.co.uk

Cllr Dennis Robbins - d.robbins1945@btinternet.com

Cllr Beth Hughes - beth.hughes@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk
Clir Ian Greves - ian.greves@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk

Parish Clerk:
E: admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk



http://www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/
mailto:roger@greenshopgroup.co.uk
mailto:d.robbins1945@btinternet.com
mailto:admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk
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Oakridge News
\,*é You might have noticed that a VAS (vehicular

activated sign) has come to Oakridge ... It will be
interesting to see the kinds of speeds we have as
vehicles approach the village from the Bournes
Green crossroad. It does not record data for
prosecution purposes, but will hopefully identify if
we have problem with speeding and also have a
calming effect. Potentially, we will also trial
something similar in Waterlane.

Would you like an allotment in Oakridge? There
are a couple that have become available. Please
can we also remind all dog owners, that dogs
should be kept on a lead, at all times if you are
walking through the allotments.

Do you have a verge that is full of wild flowers
that you would like to protect from the full
summer verge cut? As you can imagine managing
the geographical area across the county is a huge
task to coordinate. The county is split into 4 areas
that contractors are scheduled to work in, so
switching from one part of the county to another
makes it impossible meet every local
request. There is a late spring safety visibility cut
at junctions, then the verge cut between July-
August. They do not cut the entire verge back to
the wall or hedge. This maintenance used to be
the other way around, which didn't support
biodiversity and pollination. I can potentially let
highways know if there are specific verges that
are NOT to be cut, if you have abundance of
wildflowers, when the verge cut goes ahead. I have also tentatively requested that our
full verge cut is done as late as possible as well. I have been in conversation with a
few villagers about this, but if you can let me know by emailing me
on bethordway@gmail.com the location that you would like protect, I will endeavour to
do my best. Please use what3words (www.what3words.com) to pinpoint the exact
location. (Our Parish email system is being migrated at present, hence my private email
address).

If you have outside lights, please can you make sure you turn them off at night, as it
has been noticed that some are never turned off. Also if you have security lighting
please can you make sure that lights are directed downwards and light does not spill
beyond your boundary. It can be a source of annoyance to people, distraction to drivers,
harmful to wildlife and undermine enjoyment of the night sky.


mailto:bethordway@gmail.com
http://www.what3words.com/
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LOCAL PLANNING NEWS

Information relating to local planning issues, as outlined on the Stroud District Council
website: https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications. See the Parish
Council website for local input. Here is a summary of local planning news in the period
19t July - 21st September 2024

S.24/1175/HHOLD
Erection of 2 storey extension Permitted
Woodside Cottage, Oakridge Lynch

S.24/1522/HHOLD

Pitched gable dormer window to front and flat roof dormer to rear Awaiting
5 The Crescent, Oakridge Lynch Decision
S.24/1323/HHOLD

Rear 2-storey extension, single storey side extension, changes to Permitted
parking

Highfield, Waterlane

S.24/1386/LBC and S.24/1385/HHOLD
Erection of lean-to extension to form log store. Fenestration Approved
alteration

Waterlane House, Waterlane

DISTRICT NEWS

Recycling: Not sure what goes where? Look it up with SDC’s Waste
Wizard https://www.stroud.gov.uk/environment/bins-rubbish-
and-recycling/waste-wizard/ And please, no batteries, vapes or
other electrical items in rubbish or recycling bins - they have
caused fires in bin lorries.

Home Upgrade Grants: Fully-funded energy-saving improvements including
insulation, heat pumps and solar panels for households that have no mains gas,
privately own or rent, and total household income less than £36,000 per year.
Contact www.warmandwell.co.uk/upgrade or 0800 500 3076.

Crowdfunding Scheme: The Council’s crowdfunding scheme for community projects
- mentioned in the last issue - is now up and running. SDC will contribute up to £10,000
to qualifying projects. Deadline for applications for the current round is end of October.
(There will be another in early 2025.) See the Spacehive site
(https://www.spacehive.com/) or contact me to learn more.

As always, please contact me about any district council matters: Martin Brown,
cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk 01452 770878

To contact our County Councillor: Clir Susan Williams
Susan.williams@gloucestershire.gov.uk Mobile 07766318854



https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
mailto:Susan.williams@gloucestershire.gov.uk
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BisCAN

Bisley Climate Action Network

BISLEY , EASTCOMBE & OAKRIDG

CAN

The Bisley BioBLITZ took place on the Chestergate Allotments in August,

with much help from Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust officer Megan Adamou. Around 60 people attended over
the day from 8.30am to 9.30pm. The survey results are being formally compiled, and a full report will be
available in October. Some rough numbers were 30+ moth species (including a rare one) , 50+ other
invertebrates, 20+ birds (including a peregrine and a hobby), several dozen wildflowers, and 3 — 4 different
bat species. Shall we do something like this in Oakridge? At the Waterlane allotments?

Swift Box Project: A dozen new swift boxes and callers were installed on houses in Eastcombe this year,
several visited by first year returning swifts, which may nest in them next year. We plan to repeat the
project in Bisley in 2025, and then Oakridge the year after. But there is of course nothing to stop you
installing boxes on your house independently. We are advised by the Stroud Swift Group and buy boxes
from Peak Boxes whose website has advice on installation: https://www.peakboxes.co.uk

Butterflies and Pesticides: We've all noticed the lack of butterflies this year. There are multiple causes of

the decline of butterflies and other insects — and the birds and mammals that depend on them — but two we
can do something about are habitat loss and poisons. For habitat, let gardens be more natural, less ‘tidy’,
grow more flowers for pollinators, cut the grass less. And avoid using poisons — insecticides, herbicides and
fungicides. If you can afford to, choose to buy organic foods; pesticides on crops are one of - perhaps the -

main causes of the continuing death of nature in this country.

bisleyeastcombeoakridgecan@gmail.com

Bisley Winter Markets
o= f"ﬁ

Crafts, Gifts, local produce, cakes, Plants,
refr'eshmem‘s so much more.. E

market

&
Sp

Sunday 13fh Oc'rober'

%ﬁ Chrlstmas Specual ;
Sunday 17™ November A
Raffle in aid of Longfield Hospice

Doors Open 10.30am to 1.30pm
at the
Ymissjo,, WI Village Hall Bisley 6L6 7AX
PLEASE SUPPORT LOCAL SMALL BUSINESS!
(Additional parking at the Bisley Bluecoats school)



about:blank
about:blank
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Beechv

(Fagus sylvatica)

Stepping into a beech wood can be an inspiring
experience. If they are quite densely packed they
compete so vigorously with each other for light, that
many grow ram-rod straight up to 20 or 30m tall. Such
is their determination to own their own piece of sky,
they may show little or no side branch development
until much higher up. Beech leaves take a long time to
decay and there is always a crispy carpet of last year’s
fallen leaves to crunch through. On evening walks,
often the only reason we notice deer or badger as they
go about their business is the tell-tale rustling.

All is not sweetness and light in the beech world
however. Along with the thick carpet of leaf-litter,
beech stays in leaf for a long season with a very dense
canopy. Together this means that very little light
reaches down to the forest floor, and undergrowth
finds it hard to get established, save for the occasional
yew or holly. Without light, warmth and tempting flowers, flying bugs and bees don’t venture in and so
neither do many birds. Where these woods are managed, clearings and rides are incorporated to allow light
and breeze to enter and for more diversity to flourish.

For all beech’s apparent strength and splendour, it hides a couple of weaknesses - the roots tend to be quite
shallow - especially in stony soil - and high winds can easily topple an exposed tree. They are also prey to
the tinder bracket fungus which can attack the roots, trunk or branches invisibly from the inside. The only
clue to this invasion is the sudden falling of an apparently healthy branch. It’s best not to camp or have an
extended picnic in a beech wood, especially if it’s windy. Before the leaf canopy gets too full, bluebells and
wild garlic take advantage of the available light to give us the delightful carpets of blue and white and green,
and the aromas that we enjoy so much.

BEECH. Woodland., + Bark smooth, grey .

Beech bark is usually smooth, silver-grey and quite fragile. The cambium layer (where all the new growth
happens) is very near the surface and thus susceptible to damage. The leaf-buds in winter are long, pointed
and chestnut brown, and by April these have enlarged and open to reveal the soft, vibrant green leaves,
which by summer have hardened and darkened. Another identifier is that branches and twigs seem to fan
out in graceful layers, especially noticeable in spring when the leaves are so bright. With autumn frosts leaves
turn yellow and gold and give us another splendid display of colour. By contrast, copper beech (f. pupurea)
is a cultivated variant - there are one or two in the village - and they have leaves of a red or purple hue and
with a wavy/hairy edge as opposed to the serrated edge of the common beech.
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The male catkins hang like green tassels on long stalks, and female flowers (surrounded by a cup) appear in
April and May. This cup becomes woody once pollinated and grows within it one or two beechnuts - known
as beechmast. The nuts can be food for jays, brambling, wood mice, squirrels or fed to pigs.

Beech is a fine-grained hardwood, good for furniture or kitchen implement making as it is quite pliable when
steamed and easily carved, however it is not favoured for use outdoors as it rots easily. It does make good
firewood, but takes longer than some to dry out due to its high initial water content.

Beech is associated with wisdom and knowledge, with beech as the Queen of the woodland where oak is
the King. There is a disputed theory that beech wood was amongst the first surfaces that humans wrote on,
possibly in runic writing. In Swedish the word for ‘beech’ is bok which also means book, and the Anglo-Saxon
is also bok which developed into ‘book’.

Helen of Troy is said to have carved her own and her lover’s name on a beech tree - along with countless
others since. Tut-tut!

Photo credit: Pauline Lindeque

Peter Collings-Wells
www.whitespringbooks.co.uk

OPEN STUDIO

of Paintings & Pottery
by John Bailey

www.johnbaileyart.co.uk

Saturday 30" Nov -
Sunday 8" Dec 2024
11.00 am - 5.00 pm

Winsley Cottage
Oakridge Lynch, Glos, GL6 7NZ
01285 760659

Please call John first if you are planning
to come during the week

IN AID OF CANCER RESEARCH
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

OCTOBER 2024

Tues 1st
Weds 2nd

Thurs 3™
Sat 5t
Sun 6%
Tues 8t

Weds 9th

Thurs 10%
Sun 13%

Weds 16t
Tues 22nd
Weds 23"
Weds 30t

NOVEMBER 2024

Tues 5t
Weds 6t

Thurs 7th
Sat 9th
Sun 10th

Weds 13t
Thurs 14th
Sat 16th

Sun 17t
Tues 19t
Weds 20th
Weds 27t
Sat 30t -
Sun 8 Dec

Garden Club, Village Hall

Film Night, Village Hall

Parish Council, Bisley

Café Church, St Bartholomew's
Harvest Supper, Village Hall
Harvest Festival, St Bartholomew’s
Oakridge Walking Group

Ladies Night

WI, Village Hall

Bisley Winter Market, Bisley WI Hall
Lunch Club, Village Hall

Oakridge Walking Group

History Group, Village Hall

Village Hall AGM

Oakridge Walking Group

Film Night, Village Hall

Parish Council, Bisley

Café Church, St Bartholomew's
Curry & Quiz, Village Hall
Remembrance Service, St
Bartholomew’s

Ladies Night, Butchers Arms

WI, Village Hall

A Candlelit Recital, St Bartholomew's
Closing date for What's On

Bisley winter Market, Bisley WI Hall
Oakridge Walking Group
Lunch Club, Village Hall
History Group, Village Hall
John Bailey’s Open Studio,
Cottage

Winsley

Printing by Wheatley Printers Ltd, Thrupp

7.30 pm
6.45 pm
7.30 pm
10.00 am - noon
6.30 pm
9.30 am
10.00 am
.00 pm
0 pm
0 pm
0 pm
0 am
0 pm
0 pm

10.30 -
Noon -
1
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10.00 am
6.45 pm
7.30 pm
10.00 am - noon
7.00 pm
9.30 am

7.00 pm

7.30 pm

5.00 - 7.00 pm
5.00 pm

10.30 - 1.30pm
10.00 am

Noon - 2.00 pm
7.30 pm

11.00 - 5.00




