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USEFUL INFORMATION

“U The village has 3 Defibrillators, situated at:

"8 e The Village Hall (maintained by the OVHT)
e Ollie's Shop (maintained by the Village Show)
., ¢ Oakridge Parochial School (only available during term time)

Why not check out our online village communities.....

The village website - http://www.oakridgevillage.org - for up-to-date village
information, including Village Hall availability and Village Events Calendar, news
of films and events - sign up to receive this direct to your inbox via
www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist

facebook.com/Oakridge Village Network
facebook.com/Oakridge Village Hall, Oakridge Lynch

'@l ‘lnbtagnum oakridgelynch Contact Claire Robinson on 07903 974577

if you'd like to submit some photographs, full credit will be
given

Village network
WAELS e

Other useful contact details

Village Hall bookings - johnloosley40@gmail.com

Butcher’'s Arms 07597 426083 or thebutchersarms.oakridgelynch@gmail.com
Ollie’s Shop - 01285 760239 Mon-Fri 9-5 Sat 9-1 Sun 9-12

Oakridge Parochial School — 01285 760269

Sign up to receive news of events, films and the What’s On direct to your email
inbox, via the village website — www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist

Online version of What’s On

If you prefer the online version of What’s On and no longer want a paper copy, please
email editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com with your name and address and I can
adjust the printing circulation list

EDITOR’'S NOTE

Readers will note a new section on p.5, ‘Personal Messages’. If anyone would like to
send through notification of Births, Marriages, Deaths, In Memoriam, or any other
notable occasions, then please do so.


http://www.oakridgevillage.org/
http://www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist
mailto:johnloosley40@gmail.com
mailto:thebutchersarms.oakridgelynch@gmail.com
http://www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist
mailto:editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com
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.THE CHURCH IN OAKRIDGE

VICAR: Rev. S Murray 01452 770897
PCC SECRETARY: Kim Barber 01452 770626 or
silverbirches.waterlane@gmail.com

Service details and updates at www.bisleybenefice.org.uk, church and
village noticeboards

Greetings from the Church in Oakridge, everyone is welcome and we would be delighted
to see you at any of our events.

Saint Bartholomew's is open daily from 9am - 5pm for prayer and reflection, should
you have thoughts to share or questions, please call vicar Sue on the above number.

On Sunday 25th May there was a Rogation Walk, leaving from each church in the
Benefice at 11am and finishing with worship at Eastcombe Village Hall around 12 noon.
Rogation walks are traditionally held on days preceding Ascension Thursday, they
involve procession and blessing of the parish. The Ascension Day service in the
presence of the Bishop of Gloucester was at Bisley Church on Thursday 29th March at
1.30 pm, followed by the traditional dressing and blessing of the wells.

You will be welcome at Cafe in the Church on the first Monday of the month. Do come
along for delicious homemade cake, coffee/tea and a friendly chat.

The home group meets twice monthly on Tuesday evenings for a meal and discussion
of a section of the bible. Should you be interested in coming along, please contact
Sharon Dawes on 07979 522281 or  Willem De Jager 07857
535122 willem.de.jager@hotmail.com

JUNE

Sunday 1st June 9.30 am Morning Worship

Thursday 5th June 10 - 12 noon Cafe in the Church

Monday 9th June 10.00 am Open the Book, with the School
Sunday 15th June 9.30 am Holy Communion

Monday 23rd June 10.00 am Open the Book, with the School
Sunday 29th June 10.00 am France Lynch - Benefice Service
JULY

Thursday 3rd July 10 - 12 noon Cafe in the Church

Sunday 6th July 9.30 am Morning Worship

Monday 14th July 10.00 am Open the Book, with the School
Sunday 20th July 9.30 am Holy Communion

Sunday 27th July 10.00 am All Saints Bisley - Benefice Service


mailto:silverbirches.waterlane@gmail.com
http://www.bisleybenefice.org.uk/
mailto:willem.de.jager@hotmail.com
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CAFE CHURCH

Hi Folks,
We had a wonderful sunny day on Thursday 1st May at Café Church. The bunting was
up the wildflowers in the church yard were blooming and everyone was sat outside
enjoying coffee and cake and chatting it was a good atmosphere with lots of smiles and
laughter.

The café is open every Thursday and weather permitting we will be outside again. So,
if you haven’t been for some time or it’s your first time a Warm welcome awaits you.

Our next meetings will be
5t June at 10am-12.
3rd July
7th August

See you there!
Best Wishes, Café Church Team

OAKRIDGE WALKING GROUP

Due to so many local events happening on a Tuesday, it has been agreed among our
group members that moving our walk day from a Tuesday to a Wednesday would be
preferable. Perhaps Wednesday would suit some more people who were thinking of
joining us. We're a friendly, local walking group who meet every other Wednesday
morning for a walk and a natter. Walks are typically about 5 miles, start at 10 am and
last around 2.5 hours.

The dates for the rest of 2025 will, therefore, be:

WEDNESDAY

11 June 25 June

9 July 23 July

6 August 20 August

3 September 17 September
1 October 15 October
29 October 12 November
26 November 10 December

If any further information is required, please contact Helen and Keith Dewhirst 01452
770560.

A warm welcome awaits you.
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PERSONAL MESSAGES

We would like to thank all our friends in the village for their support and good wishes
on our recent marriage. It meant a lot to us that so many people thought it such good
news!

John and Judy Loosley

In Memoriam....Trevor Ogden....an apology of omission

The Editor apologises for the omission of any mention of the passing
of Trevor Ogden, who died on 1st January aged 85 years. A resident
of Waterlane, formerly of Bolton upon Dearne, Trevor lived and farmed
in Oakridge for almost 60 years, with his wife Hilary and six children.

Trevor had previously been a gold medal student when he attended
the Royal Agricultural College, Cirencester, the College Ploughing
Champion and inter-College Ploughing Champion. Despite being
diagnosed with terminal cancer in 2021, he continued to farm for as
long as he could, attending his cattle and sheep grazing at various local
sites.

He is much missed by Hilary, his children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

Parish Meeting

I, along with a number of local people, attended the Open Annual Parish Council Meeting
in Bisley on 14t May. We were invited to ask questions, give our ideas and learn more
about the Council’s work. I was extremely impressed at what had been achieved in
terms of reducing car speed in Bisley, involving youngsters in the Scouts, helping revive
allotments in Far Oakridge and supporting green initiatives in the area. I think the
Councillors should be thanked and congratulated on their efforts and we should all give
them our support.

John Bailey

LADIES NIGHT

Every second Wednesday of the month we meet up at The Butchers Arms or a house
nearby and have a good old natter with old and new friends and neighbours. All ladies
are welcome to join us from 7 pm. There is no agenda, and you can stay for as long as
you like.

If you are new to the village, this is a great way to get to meet your neighbours and
our friendly bunch will always provide a warm welcome!!

For information, contact Lorna Fallace (lorna.fallace@gmail.com) or Tamzin Hutton
(tamzin@tamzinhutton.com).

We are looking forward to seeing you.



mailto:lorna.fallace@gmail.com
mailto:tamzin@tamzinhutton.com

OAKRIDGE PAROCHIAL SCHOOL

All of us at Oakridge School would like to say an enormous
thank you to everyone who supported the May Revels.

Bathed in glorious sunshine, Revels 2025 was even bigger and
better than last year. The school has increased in size, meaning
we had more games, more entertainment and more stalls than
ever before. The atmosphere was joyful and it was lovely to see
so many of our past students turning up to help run stalls and see their old friends and
teachers.

'

Oakridge Parchial

Visitors were treated to the now-
traditional maypole dance and a song
from the children, with more
entertainment provided by the
Magnificent Mr Kai, harpist Morwenna
and Cranham Orchestra. Maisie from The
Great Plate served up another delicious
BBQ and the crowds enjoyed a long and
leisurely afternoon in the sun.

The money is still being counted, but
Revels 2025 looks set to break last year's
record of £4,000. Every penny goes
towards enriching the experience of all the children in our lovely school.

As ever, we welcomed visitors old and new from
Oakridge, Bisley, Chalford and the surrounding
villages and once again, we were particularly
touched by the number of donations and raffle ticket
purchases from all villagers. Thank you all - and see
you next year.

Photo credit: Claire Robinson
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LUNCH CLUB

Join us for a 2-course lunch and friendly conversation, every 3™
Wednesday of the month for only £8 per person.

To book your place, contact Ali Mills on 01285 760568 (please
| call by the Friday before the lunch)

Upcoming dates:
18" June

16 July
20t August

OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY CHOIR

OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY CHOIR rehearse every Monday morning 11-12.30pm in the
village hall. We sing acapella (without backing instruments) - many different styles of
music but all designed to be uplifting and life-affirming! There are no auditions - just
come along any Monday to try it out for free. You won’t need to read music or ever
sing on your own! We currently have around 25 singers - all very friendly and
welcoming. For more information, have a look at our
website www.thecommonvoices.com

FRESHER'S FAIR

Saturday 26t April was another of this spring’s beautiful sunny days. It was the day
when The Butchers Arms hosted Oakridge Lynch’s first Fresher’ Fair. Like when
students start university, the aim was to introduce newcomers to all the societies and
clubs our active village offer. It did exactly that. New faces and familiar faces were
introduced to The Oakridge Players, St Bartholomews Church, the Village Show, the
Gardening Club, the History Society, the Village Hall and Film Nights, Ladies Night, the
WI, Wine Club and the Plessala Twinning Association. As with all things in Oakridge,
many people contributed to making this a convivial success, and it reminded us what a
vibrant community we enjoy.

If you weren’t able to be there, it's not too late to get involved: new recruits are always
welcomed. Ask not what Oakridge can do for you, but what you can do for Oakridge
(and outlying hamlets).

Jonathan Nowell and Jane Curzon


http://www.thecommonvoices.com/

OAKRIDGE FILM NIGHT

Our April film was Driving Madeleine, a French language comedy-drama with a bit of a
shocking twist, which was enjoyed by all, even those who weren’t so sure about a
foreign language film. In May, a really good number of people came along to watch
the recent award-winning biopic, A Complete Unknown: we appreciate Bob Dylan isn’t
everyone’s cup of tea!

Coming up, we have an historical drama-thriller (Wednesday 4t June) and a
biographical drama of one of the UK'’s best-known actors (Wednesday 2" July). Please
come along and join us for an evening with friends - £6 on the door is a great deal,
with a well-stocked bar and Winstones ice-cream available too!

As always, please reserve tickets via www.oakridgevillage.org/boxoffice to give us an
idea of nhumbers. Doors open at 6.45pm, film starts at 7.30pm. Please note, CARD
PAYMENTS ONLY.

To find out more about upcoming films (and other village events), sign up to the What's
On Mailing List at www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist. - this will give you a sneak
preview of the next films.

OAKRIDGE VILLAGE HALL

OAKRIDGE
VILLAGE
HALL
TRUST

ICommitted to providing quality social space for our community/

Contact John Loosley on 07530 186886 or johnloosley40@gmail.com
to book the Hall - don’t forget, at only £10/hr (less for village

Registered Charity

residents), this is an excellent space for parties, meetings and group Number 301590
events.

THE OAKRIDGE PLAYERS

The Oakridge Players are pleased to welcome all those who signed
up to join us at the recent Freshers’ Fair at the Butchers. If you
weren’t able to attend the Freshers’ event and are interested in
finding out more about the Players do please take a look at our
website http://www.oakridgeplayers.com/ and our Facebook page.

OAKRIDGE
pLAYERS Over the summer months we will be reading a number of plays and
hope to be able to select one for performance later in the year. Look

out for news of this in the autumn!


http://www.oakridgevillage.org/boxoffice
http://www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist.
mailto:johnloosley40@gmail.com
http://www.oakridgeplayers.com/

9

OAKRIDGE GARDEN CLUB

See the next edition for an update, or contact for details:
Cheryl Perrett 07850 936420

OAKRIDGE HISTORY GROUP

In March Tony Conder took us on a journey through the history of
the rivers and canal network of Gloucestershire, starting at the end
of the Civil war and running up to the modern restoration
movement. Using maps and photos to illustrate his talk, he showed
how people realised that the rivers could be utilised as a means to transport heavy
materials, then they began to augment this by developing an extensive network of
canals linking rivers and towns so that heavy goods, previously slow and arduous to
move by land, could be moved more easily and quickly.

The maps showed how for different reasons this complicated and extensive network
developed. In the 18t century “Canal Mania” hit the country and many miles of canal
were proposed and built. Major technical problems were overcome in some cases, but
in other instances the work was not completed or remained unconnected, with bits of
canal that were economically impractical being abandoned. However, enormous wealth
was made by those who invested in successful canals. Gloucester’s strategic importance
as a centre of trade was greatly increased by the development of the waterways, in
particular the Sharpness canal enabled cargo ships to avoid the treacherous bends on
the Severn, reach the centre of the town and transfer goods and materials from Wales
and the Midlands in the city’s new docks. Stroud’s many mills were beneficiaries of the
canals that transported coal in and cloth out of the region.

In the 19% century, the railways supplanted the canals as the primary means of
transport - ironically the canals served as the route by which materials to construct the
railways were carried, thus contributing to their own decline!  The rejuvenation of the
canals for leisure activities is now underway in some areas and may perhaps breathe
life back into parts of the countryside. And despite the Thames and Severn canal
becoming uneconomic for lack of sufficient water, there is talk again of how the need
for water in the SE of England might be met by making possible connections to transport
water between the resources of the rivers Severn and Wye and the Thames.

In April Maureen Anderson gave a talk on Sir Fabian Ware. He had a extraordinary
career first as an educator when he became Director of Education in 1903 in the
Transvaal, then editor of The Morning Post. When war broke out in 1914 he volunteered
but was rejected as too old but was appointed as commander of a mobile ambulance
unit. It was then that he began recording the graves of those killed. This led eventually
to the founding of the Imperial War Graves Commission, later becoming the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission. In the 1930s he moved to Amberley and
served Gloucestershire in various capacities including president of the Gloucestershire
Rural Community Council and chairman of the Gloucestershire Branch of the Council for
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the Preservation of Rural England. There is a memorial to him in Gloucester Cathedral,
and he was buried in Amberley churchyard where his grave has an IWGC-style
headstone.

The meeting on 28" May is a talk by John Putley on Pilgrims and Pilgrimage in
Gloucestershire and on 25t June following the AGM, Roger Garnt will give a talk about
old maps of Oakridge and Bisley.

John Loosley & Kay Rhodes

NATURE NOTES FROM WATERLANE

Young birds are now leaving their nests and making inept
sorties into our world. The process through which a bird
leaves a nest is called fledging- thus a juvenile that has
recently left is known as a fledgling.

I have several groups of fledglings at the moment dotted
around my garden, all keeping well away from each other
| with panicking parents trying to keep some order. There
are roblns blackb|rds rooks and pheasants all jockeying for position and trying to
evade an occasional fox or buzzard.

Most fledglings are barely smaller than their parents but are easy to distinguish by their
scruffy plumage, stubby wings and tail and dull colours. It is also clear from their
begging and fluttering behaviour that these youngsters are still far from the finished
article. For many fledglings it takes a day or so after leaving the nest before their flight
feathers are developed enough for their first wobbly flight. For some flying is a
prerequisite for leaving, blue tit fledglings usually have a predator deterring sheer drop
outside their nest hole so must be able to flutter to their nearest branch. Before they
leave, they’'ve been flapping their tiny wings to build up strength. When the moment
comes, typically early morning, they flutter out one by one to take their chances.

Alan White

GILL FARRAR’'S OAKRIDGE RAINWATCH

It's been lovely weather, but a worrying lack of rain! As
(.f\ measured by my rain gauge, recent rainfall levels were as follows:

March .... 9.4 mm .... about 0.4 ins
\\ S -

\\\ April .... 30.2 mm .... about 1.2 ins
May (to 15%) ... 1 mm .... about 0.03 ins
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WILD FLOWER WALK AROUND ILES GREEN
MEADOW

When we gathered, Phil Colebourne explained about the enclosures of the common land
at the turn of the 18th/19th Century and showed the Ordnance Survey Drawing at 2”
to one mile from about 1820, illustrating the Oakridge landscape before enclosure, and
the later 1880 printed OS 6” maps showing the Oakridge commons after enclosure. It
was said that these fields are very rare examples of ancient meadows that have
never been cultivated and so the wild flowers have thrived as they are not
threatened by the usual field invasive species like nettles. dandelions and thistles. As
we walked round the meadows, Karen Colebourne pointed out the wild plants, different
orchids, cowslips, sainfoin, and many rarer plants. The benefits of yellow rattle as
parasite on grass was explained.

When I bought the meadow the neighbour,
Danny Hunt, told me the history so I
maintained the same land management
plan. I graze cattle from November to
January, then the wild flowers come, a wild
flower seed crop is harvested some years for
use locally, then in late July we harvest hay
and when the sward has regrown the cattle
return.

The fungi rings were not so evident on the
day, probably due to the lack of rain, but
they were still obvious, they are probably
100’s of years old. They can clearly be seen
on Google Earth.

Currently manageable numbers of Karen &
Phil Colebourne’s cattle are allowed to graze
for a few months each year so they manage
the growth and help the eco system
thrive (insects, small mammals and
birds) with their dung. Also they appreciate
the walkers keeping a watchful eye on the - ~ bt z.
cows. It is vital that we continue to work with nature rather than try and englneer and
dominate it to grow crops to the exclusion of wildlife. We are very lucky indeed to have
such a rare resource so close with all the natural world it supports around us and
including us.

Roger Budgeon

(photo credit Chris Gregg)
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OAKRIDGE WI

Our new programme had a cracking start in April, the beginning of our
year so subscriptions were due. My apologies for any would-be
members of WI for giving wrong information - the annual sub is £51
(not £48). Having paid our subs at the right costs, we are rewarded
INSPIRING WOMEN with the Annual Programme card of fixtures, some really super ones
are coming up. If you visit (always welcome), we ask for £4. Unless you looked at the

poster for our April meeting, the topic would have been a mystery.

10" April Danielle Mills and her husband Tim gave a very professional presentation
for “"Medical Detection Dogs”. Their HQ in Milton Keynes was small, but a generous
bequest enabled extensions to the property, and it became a registered charity 15
years ago, Patron HM The Queen. Training is a long and expensive process for Bio
Detection Dogs and Medical Alert Assistance Dogs. Examples of the work were
unbelievably wonderful. I took a lot of notes, too many to include here, however a
leaflet of their work is enclosed in our WI Scrapbook if you would like more information.

8th May A Candle for Peace was alight throughout the meeting in remembrance for
the VE 80t Anniversary. Business was short, our only formal part was to register our
votes for the resolution “Bystanders can be life savers” going forward at the National
meeting in June.

Sue H represented us at the Freshers event on 26% April and made several interested
contacts.

Given the chaos experienced recently in Portugal, Spain and France, Celia reminded us
of the Government advice to keep an emergency supply pack for 4 days to hand.

A late invite to the Bisley-with-Lypiatt PC Open Meeting on 14th May meant we were
unable to attend.

Speaker - Professor Colin Terrell “"Keeping our Brains Healthy”
1. The brain needs blood
2. It gets blood from the heart muscles
3. The brain needs ONE LITRE of blood every minute
4. After 60 years of age, all muscle mass decreases by 5% per decade
5. Sleep, and exercise, physical and brain, also social activity

To achieve fitness ELEVEN minutes of moderate exercise eg walking at a reasonable
pace, is all that is required. Eat what Granny cooked and ignore fad claims in the press.

12t June “Yellowstone” Paul Wellerton, also a Bring and Buy
10% July  Part 2 “Tudor Queens” Dr Nicholas Henderson - Part 1 was wonderful

Hope to see more new faces soon.
Mary Fern
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Spotlight on.............

Penny Newton
A varied and impressive career

Penny was born in Burleigh and grew up there with her parents and two much older siblings,
so can claim to be a ‘local’. She left Gloucestershire at 18 to go to Polytechnic in
Wolverhampton, where she studied Spanish, French, Economics, Politics and Linguistics,
spending her 3rd year in Paris and Barcelona.

Her Mum sadly passed away just after her A levels, and her dad later remarried, so Penny
ended up living with her sister for a while. After post-graduate studies at Swansea Uni, living
and working in Cardiff, she took on
temporary jobs which used her skills in
foreign languages - as crew on Cross-
channel ferries and as a courier on a French
campsite.

It was when she took up a post with
Kenwood domestic appliances near
Portsmouth that her serious career path
began. Her tasks included liaising with
distributors in  other  countries for
promotions, photography, marketing and
product development. For the 50th
anniversary of the Kenwood chef, she
produced a recipe book and found a
publisher for it. She moved on to training the
distributors’ sales teams and travelled to 30
different countries world-wide, including
Kuwait, Lebanon, China, India, Sri Lanka,
Canada and South America. Again, her
foreign language expertise gave her a real advantage in the job. For 6 years she travelled
around training people and demonstrating the international brand.

Penny’s future husband Gareth also worked in marketing for Kenwood and when they got
together, they both decided that they should find other employment rather than work together
in the same firm. Penny came back to Stroud briefly working in marketing for the Stroud &
Swindon, eventually moving into banking services with a company based in Eton. At this
time, she and Gareth lived near Oxford where their two children Sebastian and Hermione
were born, sadly after her dad died. When the company was taken over by an American
enterprise, the ethos of the firm changed and Penny decided to set up business on her own.
She was offered a contract with Derwent, a publishing company (now Thomson Reuters),
working in internal communications. Her previous experience fitted the job of looking after
employees well and she worked with them as a freelance consultant for seven years.
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Eventually they moved back to the Stroud area which they felt was a much nicer environment
for the children to grow up in and worked well for the family as Penny was offered a contract
with Elsevier, a publishing company in Oxford, specializing in scientific books and journals.
Elsevier still numbers amongst her many clients to this day, 20 years later.

Penny’s consultancy (Commpassion.co.uk) has a unique focus on non-violent
communication where the language used to interact is careful, mindful and non-judgemental.
She trained in the USA in this field and became a workplace mediator, subsequently working
with business teams and individuals and has trained staff in diverse settings such as the
military, the cabinet office, hospitals, academia and councils. She also holds regular
seminars and recently launched online courses at Foryou.commpassion.co.uk As a
Fearless Organisation psychological safety facilitator, she enables people to speak up in the
workplace with empathy and self-awareness. The basis is to be able to talk about feelings
without fear and with respect for the other person. Thoughtful communication is her passion
and her aim is to get this concept into the statutory school curriculum so that pupils learn to
communicate with empathy and avoid aggression and conflict, an approach which is
certainly needed in the modern world.

Outside of the business and her family, Penny is busy with many varied activities including
volunteering with the Samaritans, being a volunteer support officer with a team of ‘listeners'
at a high security prison, attending without fail rigorous early morning outside bootcamp
fitness training three times a week year-round, engaging in Wim Hof inspired breath-holding
and ice baths, and a twenty year involvement with the Oakridge Players.

Another surprising hobby is flying. Penny’s father was a
glider pilot at Aston Down and Penny developed a love of
flying at an early age. She gained her pilot’s licence in 1995
and then learned to do aerobatics. She is currently on a
path towards training to tow gliders. Fitting everything in to
her busy day must be exhausting but those of you who know
Penny will also know that she is keen to find time to help out
in the village. A remarkable woman and a great role model.

Sue Wise
May 2025. 07766 705357



https://commpassion.co.uk/
https://foryou.commpassion.co.uk/

Oakridge Cricket Club
Est 1900

125 years old

Oakridge play Saturday league cricket in the Gloucestershire County League Div. 6B. We also play
some Sunday friendly / memorial games through the summer.

Oakridge also run a youth training session on Friday evenings from May onwards. We run both
the ECB All Stars & Dynamos programmes for children looking to get into cricket.

The club also plan to run hardball coaching for more experienced able young cricketers.

The club is always looking for new players, 1t net session is free for new players. We run as a non-
profit making club who rely on our members and volunteers to keep the club running.

If you would like to join, support, donate to the club, or help out in any way, for more information
please contact:

Mark Robbins mlrobbins@btinternet.com

0.C.C. 2025 Home Fixtures

June 14™ Cirencester 2nds June 28™ Tormarton
July 5*" Bibury July 26'™ Eastcombe 1sts
August 9" Tetbury 2nds August 23" Cam 2nds

What Is All Stars Cricket?

All Stars Cricket provides a fantastic first experience for all children aged 5 - 8 years old where they’re
guaranteed 8 weeks of jam-packed fun, activity and skills development. The programme is designed
to introduce children to the sport, teaching them new skills, helping them make new friends and
have a great time doing so.

Every child that registers will receive a backpack full of goodies. Your child’s pack will include:

e Backpack
e Cricket bat
e Cricket ball

e Personalised t-shirt with your child’s name

All children returning to All Stars will receive a kit bag, a set of stumps, a new ball and a personalised
t-shirt.

What is Dynamos Cricket?
Dynamos Cricket provides a fantastic next step for all those graduating from All Stars Cricket and the
perfect introduction for all 8 - 11 year-olds new to the sport!

Dynamos is all about fun and provides children with a more social offer, focusing on developing the
fundamental skills required to play cricket.



mailto:mlrobbins@btinternet.com
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We know how important it is to look like the heroes of the game, so every child who registers will
receive their very own Dynamos Cricket New Balance t-shirt, personalised with their name and
number.

Direct links to sign up:

All Stars: https://ecb.clubspark.uk/Book/942bd15e-685f-47f4-a97d-ed318e42791?venue=oakridge
Dynamos: https://ecb.clubspark.uk/Book/279db397-6083-46e3-
234126062cf88f09?venue=oakridge

OAKRIDGE SHOW - 6'" SEPTEMBER 2025

Make a note - if you haven't already - Oakridge Show
this year is on Saturday 6t September, 12 - 4.30 pm.

As ever, the Show is a great opportunity to catch up
with friends at this important annual event for the
village, as well as to support the village stalls and
community as a whole. Proceeds from the Show will
be used to benefit the local community, and ideas are
always welcome.

But we do need help to pull this event off - so please do get in touch with suggestions
or offers of help - contact details below.

Other ways you can help include:

e Donating a raffle prize - that “money can’t buy” type of thing — we are lucky to
live in a wonderfully connected community who may have access to
opportunities/experiences that would make an ideal top raffle prize; if you do, we
would be very grateful to hear from with any suggestions
Donate bottles for the bottle stall, bric-a-brac and books
Offer help to run stalls — more helpers will spread the time spent running a stall
Help set up the Show on the Friday evening/Saturday morning
Help take everything down after the show
Enter the Produce Show, and be in with a chance of taking home one of the new,
sponsored Trophies - look out for your Show Schedule with the next edition of
What's On

Remember, the Show belongs to the village, and all ideas to make it another success
are welcome!

Again, an earlier closing date for entries, which will be 4.00 pm on Wednesday
3rd September. The produce stall to sell off donated exhibit items was a success last
year, and will be repeated, so note that the deadline for removal of exhibits will be
at 3.15 pm.

Heather - hkf07@yahoo.com
Gaza - gaza.westfall@btinternet.com
Vicky - vbeard51@gmail.com


https://ecb.clubspark.uk/Book/942bd15e-685f-47f4-a97d-ed318e42791?venue=oakridge
https://ecb.clubspark.uk/Book/279db397-6083-46e3-aa4126062cf88f09?venue=oakridge
https://ecb.clubspark.uk/Book/279db397-6083-46e3-aa4126062cf88f09?venue=oakridge
mailto:hkf07@yahoo.com
mailto:gaza.westfall@btinternet.com
mailto:vbeard51@gmail.com
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BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT PARISH COUNCIL

Please see the Parish Council website for Ward information and minutes of Council
meetings www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk.
Next PC meetings: Wednesday 4t June and Wednesday 2" July 2025

Any issues in the Oakridge Ward of our Parish please contact
Cllr Roger Budgeon - roger@greenshopgroup.co.uk

Clir Dennis Robbins - d.robbins1945@btinternet.com

Cllr Beth Hughes - beth.hughes@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk
Cllr Ian Greves - ian.greves@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk

Parish Clerk:
E: admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk

Don’t forget to report issues such as potholes directly via FixMyStreet.

DISTRICT COUNCIL

Equality, Diversity Inclusion and Equity Policy: Under the
Equality Act 2010, the Council has a duty to prepare and publish an
Equality Policy every four years. At its April meeting, the Council
therefore adopted the new policy, committing it to advance equality
Y for all and to promote and embed equalities work across all policies,
! programmes and services.

Local Plan: The Local Plan remains under examination, and two of the MPs covering
Stroud District, Sir Geoffrey Clifton Brown (our MP here in Oakridge, Eastcombe and
Bisley) and Simon Opher (Stroud) have secured meetings with the Housing Minister to
ask for his support to progress the plan and resolve the issues raised by the inspectors
which would have wider implications for the planning process.

County Councillor: Following the County Council election on May 1, our new County
Councillor  for  Painswick  and Bisley is Gary Luff (Green Party)
gary.luff@gloucestershire.gov.uk. I look forward to working with Gary, who is also the
District Councillor for Painswick, for all residents of Bisley, Eastcombe and Oakridge. I
would like to thank Sue Williams, with whom I worked closely when she was our county
councillor, for all her work for local residents.

District Council Leadership: Chloe Turner, district and county councillor for
Minchinhampton (including Chalford for the county) has been chosen leader of the
Green Group on the district council, replacing Catherine Braun of Wotton, and is
expected to be elected as Leader of the Council on May 22",

Battery and Vape Recycling: Batteries up to D size and vapes can now be recycled
with weekly food waste collection. Leave them in a clear plastic bag on top of (not
attached to) your food waste caddy.

As always, please contact me about any district council matters: Martin Brown,
cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk, 01452 770878



http://www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/
mailto:roger@greenshopgroup.co.uk
mailto:d.robbins1945@btinternet.com
mailto:admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk
https://www.fixmystreet.com/
mailto:cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk

18

LOCAL PLANNING NEWS

Information relating to local planning issues, as outlined on the Stroud District Council
website: https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications. See the Parish
Council website for local input. Here is a summary of local planning news in the period
22" March - 17t May 2025

S.25/0723/FUL

Self-build 2 storey dwelling and associated buildings Awaiting
Land at Limekiln Lane, Waterlane Decision
S.25/0593/CPL

Single storey extension Refused

Kenelm, Oakridge Lynch
S.25/0615/HHOLD

Demolish lean to and erect single storey extension Awaiting
The Folly, Oakridge Lynch Decision

COUNTY COUNCIL NEWS

To contact our new County Councillor for Painswick and Bisley, Gary Luff:
gary.luff@gloucestershire.gov.uk.

BisCAN

Bisley Climate Action Network ~L

BISLEY , EASTCOMBE & OAKRIDG Bis

bisleyeastcombeoakridgecan@gmail.com CAN



https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications
about:blank
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CLASSICAL MUSIC STARS SHINE AT BISLEY
CHURCH THIS SUMMER

Members of the acclaimed Medici String Quartet and London soloists will perform a
special one-off concert at All Saints’ Church, Bisley. They will be joined by the soprano
soloist Phillippa Lay, singing the glorious Nulla in Mundo Pax Sincera by Vivaldi.
Friday 11th July at 7.30 All Saints’ Church Bisley

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/bisley-benefice

Tickets £16

The exciting programme includes
« Purcell Chacony in G minor
«Vivaldi Cello Concerto
« Mozart Clarinet Quintet
« INTERVAL
« Nature of Daylight by Max Richter
«Nullo in Mundo Pax Sincera for soprano and strings by Vivaldi
«Spring from The Four Seasons - recomposed by Max Richter.
« Gabriel’s Oboe for trumpet and strings by Ennio Morricone
«The Prayer by David Foster (as performed by Celine Dion) - for sopranos and

orchestra.

Some of the musicians playing are

Cathy Thompson - Violin

An extremely versatile, experienced and accomplished performer and composer, Cathy
has played in numerous concerts with a great variety of artists, most notably with
the Michael Nyman Band, Peter Gabriel, Sting and The Stone Roses. She spent
a year touring with U2. Cathy became a member of the Medici String Quartet in
1994. A member of the London Metropolitan Orchestra, The London Session
Orchestra and The New Blood Orchestra, Cathy is a dynamic live performer who
has played in many prestigious concerts across the globe.

Anthony Pike - Clarinet

He is the principal clarinet of the English Chamber Orchestra (ECO) and has performed
orchestral and concerto concerts with them throughout Europe, Asia and the Americas.
He has also appeared as guest principal with most of the UK’s leading orchestras. He
has performed as obligato soloist with the Munich State Opera and in the Musikverein
Hall in Vienna. Chamber music collaborators have included Christian Zacharias, Ralph
Gothoni, the Medici Quartet, Joachim Trio, and ECO and London Soloists Ensembles.
He is frequently to be heard on BBC Radio 3

https://www.anthony-

pike.co.uk/ files/ugd/cO0lac4 0al7d7435be84bb6be2a54d456f8e5a7.pdf

Caroline Dale - Cello

A widely recorded British cellist who currently plays principal cello for the English
Chamber Orchestra and London Metropolitan Orchestra. She has also performed music
for numerous films and played with a wide range of pop and rock musicians, including
Joan Armatrading, Peter Gabriel, David Gilmour, David Gray, Oasis, Simply Red, Sinéad
O'Connor and U2. In 1978 at the age of 13 she won the String Final of the BBC's Young
Musician of the Year.


https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/bisley-benefice
http://www.michaelnyman.com/michael-nyman-band
https://petergabriel.com/
https://www.sting.com/
http://www.thestoneroses.org/
https://www.discogs.com/artist/1017840-The-Medici-Quartet
http://www.lmo.co.uk/
https://www.discogs.com/artist/115947-The-London-Session-Orchestra
https://www.discogs.com/artist/115947-The-London-Session-Orchestra
https://petergabriel.com/tour/new-blood-orchestra/
https://www.anthony-pike.co.uk/_files/ugd/c01ac4_0a17d7435be84bb6be2a54d456f8e5a7.pdf
https://www.anthony-pike.co.uk/_files/ugd/c01ac4_0a17d7435be84bb6be2a54d456f8e5a7.pdf
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Dave Ayre - Double bass
Known by many for his jazz trio at The Ale House in Stroud, his extensive musical
career covers classical and opera performing nationally and internationally.

Phillippa Lay - Soprano
A versatile soprano soloist, post-graduate vocal performance graduate from the
Birmingham Conservatoire.

Cathy Thompson has asked her friends to join her for this special concert to raise some
much-needed funds for the upkeep of All Saints’ Church in Bisley.

THE POETRY CORNER

hindsight

just left of centre.third row.
my gaze goes straight to her
captured at school long ago
long before i knew her

that facelfaraway lay the day
when i came to kmow her name
but my eyes are wise and they
claim she looks much the same

girl amongst girls.why would
she through life yet to travel
foresee how its fabric could
snag on thorn and unravel

fortune weaves away each day
with ever-twisting thread

and no snapshot can portray
what entanglements lay ahead

nor can we unpick each night
the woven tapestry of fate

wisdom comes with hindsight
and hindsight comes too late

then later laughing on her lawn
i looked then looked again:
i saw a cloak torn by thorn
and eyes that pricked with pain

joha f.quf bt
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CITIZENS ADVICE

Make a difference in your local community - become

iti Stroud a volunteer with Citizens Advice
bl 2 Cotswold
Districts

advice

We are currently looking for Admin & Triage Volunteers to join
our team. You must be computer literate, but we provide full
training for the role. You'll be a friendly face, greeting callers at the door of our Stroud
office, Cirencester office or our Dursley outreach at the library. You will triage callers
without an appointment - identifying emergencies and signposting to other agencies
when appropriate.

Alongside this you will carry out a range of administrative tasks supporting our frontline
advisers, like communicating with clients over telephone or email, and handling inward
and outbound post.

You will also be trained once you are familiar with the tasks above to answer our
freephone helpline to clients (this does not involve giving advice).

We ask that you can regularly volunteer 6-8 hours per week with us and can commit
to a period of at least 6 months.

To find out more and apply, visit:
https://www.citizensadvice-stroudandcotswold.org.uk/volunteering/
Or email us at: info@ca-scd.org.uk

2

Bisley Artisan Market

local produce, gifts & more

Pre-Father's Day shopping event

8™ June 2025
Doors Open 10.30am to 1.30pm
at the
WI Village Hall Bisley 6L6 7AX

Breakfast Rolls, Refreshments, savouries,
sourdough bread, cheese, cakes, preserves,
plants, a perfect time to pick up some father's
day gifts

FREE ENTRY - FREE PARKING
Additional parking at Bisley Bluecoats school

* The Stroud Cat Protection *
with Tombola & raffle on the day

.
SHOP
of
-3 PROTECTION



mailto:info@ca-scd.org.uk

MOZART
VIVALDI
Max Richter

Friday 11th July 730

Members of the internationally acclaimed
Medici String Quartet and London Soloists
will perform a special one off concert at

All Saints Church, Bisley

They will be joined by the soprano soloist Philippa Lay
L

» R
/,, i
g &

Cathy Thompson  Caroline Dale

Tickets £16 (£5 for under 16s)
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/bisley-benefice
Or call Fiona 07771 513382
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Do you need a hall or meeting space? Then try

OAKRIDGE VILLAGE HALL

3.5 m screen and audio-visual system
12 x 7.5 m open space; curtained stage; seats 100
A fully equipped kitchen off the main hall

Separate 5.3 m meeting/changing room

Chairs, trestle tables and card tables
Licensed for live and recorded music, dance,
theatre, film and sale of alcohol

Piano

900Mbps wifi provided by Gigaclear — free to

all users of the hall
Parking and access to adjacent recreation field

Toilets and disabled access

Consider us for your parties, meetings,
events, presentations and classes

CHARGES:

|
- £10 per hour including heating and electricity
- Full kitchen use extra, annexe hire extra

(Discount for Oakridge community residents)

The hall is on the eastern edge of Oakridge Lynch,
approximately 6 miles from both Stroud and Cirencester.
Postcode GL6 7NZ

MORE DETAILS:

www.oakridgevillage.org/village-hall.html

CONTACT: John Loosley, tel: 07530 186886 or

email: johnloosley40@gmail.com
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

JUNE 2025
Weds 4t e Film Night, Village Hall 6.45 pm
e Parish Council, Bisley 7.30 pm
Thurs 5t e Café Church, St Bartholomew’s 10.00 am - noon
Sun 8t e Artisan Market, Bisley WI Hall 10.30 am - 1.30 pm
Weds 11th e Oakridge Walking Group 10.00 am
e Ladies Night 7.30 pm
Thurs 12t e WI, Village Hall 7.30 pm
Weds 18t e Lunch Club, Village Hall Noon - 2.00 pm
Weds 25% e Oakridge Walking Group 10.00 am
e History Group, Village Hall 7.30 pm
JULY 2025
Weds 2 e Parish Council, Bisley 7.30 pm
e Film Night, Village Hall 6.45 pm
Thurs 3™ e Café Church, St Bartholomew's 10.00 am - noon
Tues 8th e Garden Club, Village Hall 7.30 pm
Weds 9th e Oakridge Walking Group 10.00 am
e Ladies Night 7.30 pm
Thurs 10t e WI, Village Hall 7.30 pm
Fri 11t e Music in Bisley, All Saints Church 7.30 pm
Tues 15% e What’s On Closing Date 5.00 pm
Weds 16%" e Lunch Club, Village Hall Noon - 2.00 pm
Weds 23™ e Oakridge Walking Group 10.00 am
e History Group, Village Hall 7.30 pm

Tuesday 15t July, 5pm - CLOSING DATE
for the Auqust/September 2025 WHAT'S ON

The What's On is created from articles written by members of the community. We have great
regular contributors, but always welcome new features/writers/artwork for the cover.
Donations toward costs are always appreciated — please contact the editor for details.

Editor: Victoria Beard Email: editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com

Disclaimer: The editor reserves the right to edit or omit material. E&OE

Cover photo - Looking to Frampton Mansell - Chris Gregg
Thanks to Claire Robinson for permission to use her photograph last edition

Printing by Wheatley Printers Ltd, Thrupp




