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USEFUL INFORMATION

e The village website — www.oakridgevillage.org - for up-to-date information,
including Village Hall availability and Village Events Calendar

e Facebook n pages — Oakridge Village Network and Oakridge Village Hall,

Oakridge Lynch

Village network WhatsApp group

Village Hall bookings - johnloosley40@gmail.com

Butcher’'s Arms 07597 426083 or thebutchersarms.oakridgelynch@gmail.com

Ollie’s Shop - 01285 760239 Mon-Fri 9-5 Sat 9-1 Sun 9-12

Oakridge Parochial School - 01285 760269

Sign up to receive news of events, films and the What’s On direct to your email

inbox, via the village website — www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist

e Instagram (@ account (oakridgelynch), to accompany the Village Hall
Facebook page and the village website. Contact Claire Robinson on
07903 974577 if you'd like to submit some photographs, full credit will be given

EDITOR’S NOTE

The following report was submitted to the Annual Parish Meeting:

I would like to thank the Parish Council for their continued support of the What’s On
newsletter. The What’s On provides a round up of community events and information,
and promotes events that will happen in the village. It is provided free of charge to all
residents in Oakridge Lynch, Far Oakridge, Bournes Green, Waterlane and Tunley.

Last year I applied for an increased grant, as circumstances have changed and printing
is no longer done in house which comes at an increased cost. But this increased cost
is worthwhile, as there has been a huge improvement in print quality, and photos and
illustrations can now be included, making the newsletter a more readable and
interesting publication. Whilst some people in the circulation area now subscribe to the
online version, around 260 paper copies are still printed for delivery to households.

For several years the What’s On has supported the Village Show with printing of the
competition schedules, and was in receipt of a donation from funds following last year’s
Show. This, together with private donations and the Council’'s Community Grant, will
ensure that the newsletter can continue to be printed for at least the next 12 months.

‘Recommended Tradesperson’ List

There has been talk of setting up some form of ‘recommended trades’ list for the
village. If you would like to be included on such a list, please contact me at
editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com

Online Version of What’s On

If you prefer the online version of What’s On and no longer want a paper copy, please
email editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com with your name and address and I can adjust
the printing circulation list.

Cover photo credit: Alex Calver
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THE CHURCH IN OAKRIDGE

VICAR: Rev. S Murray 01452 770897
CONTACTS: Brenda Cox 01453 883907

Service details at www.bisleybenefice.org.uk, church and village
noticeboards

Greetings from the Church in Oakridge, we hope that you enjoyed the late spring days
filled with bird song and carpets of wild flowers.

We would be delighted to welcome you to any of our events. The church is a quiet place
to sit and reflect or remember a loved one, Saint Bartholomew's is open from 9am -
5pm and welcomes everyone. Vicar Sue will be happy to chat with you, should you
have any thoughts to share or questions to ask. Please give her a call on the above
number.

Café Church has returned on the first Thursday of the month 10am-12 noon. We look
forward to seeing you at these popular coffee mornings. If the sun continues to shine
we will be able to enjoy ourselves al fresco.

Brenda Cox retires from Reader ministry on 23 June and will no longer be leading
services or preaching. Please join us at 10.00 am, Saint John The Baptist Church,
France Lynch, to make our grateful thanks for her years of service. Christ Church
Chalford, is celebrating 300 years since opening. Please join in the activities across the
days of Saturday 6% and Sunday 7th July.

A fortnightly, evening House Group meets to share a meal together before reading and
discussing a section of the Bible. This informal group is led by Willem. All are welcome
to join, for more information please contact Sharon Dawes on 07979 522281 or Willem
De Jager 07857 535122.

JUNE
Sunday 2" June 9.30 am Morning Worship
Thursday 6t June Café Church 10am - 12 noon
Monday 10t June 10.10 am Open the Book - With the School
Sunday 16t June 9.30 am  Holy Communion
Sunday 23 June 10.00 am France Lynch

Retirement celebration for Brenda Cox
Monday 24t June 10.10 am Open the Book - With the School
Sunday 30t June 9.30 am  Morning Worship
JULY
Thursday 4th July Café Church 10am - 12 noon
Sunday 7th July 10.00 am Christ Church Chalford 300 Year Celebration
Monday 8th July 10.10 am Open the Book- With the School
Sunday 21st July 9.30 am Holy Communion

Sunday 28th July 9.30 am Holy Communion
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EILEEN HERBERT’'S MEMORIAL SERVICE

There will be a memorial and thanksgiving service for the life of our dear friend Eileen at
Saint Bartholomew’s Church at 2pm on Monday 10th June.

CAFE CHURCH

We re-started Café Church on the 4t April and it was wonderful to see everyone
again. Of course, there were delicious cakes and the usual coffee/tea. There were
also some gluten free cakes and meringues which everyone seemed to enjoy. There
was a lot of laughter and chatting and everyone seemed to be pleased that we had
restarted again.

If you're new to the village or have lived here for some time, come and make new
friends and have a chat. We are a friendly bunch.

All the proceeds go towards the upkeep of the church.

If you're an artist and want to display your wares then please do contact me on 01285
760665 and we would love to accommodate you.

Our next Café Church is 6t June 2024 starting at 10am-12 so put this into your diaries
and the following dates are as follows:-

4t July 2024

1st August 2024

See you soon.
Sharon Dawes

GILL FARRAR’'S OAKRIDGE RAINWATCH

/_/\-\\ As measured by my rain gauge, recent rainfall levels were as
r./\ follows:

March ....142.1 mm .... about 5.5 ins

\\\\ April .... 93.8 mm .... about 3.6 ins

A March (to 16t") ... 51 mm .... about 2 ins

THEFT IN OAKRIDGE

Once again, I have been asked to advise villagers to be vigilant following an overnight
break in to a house when the resident was asleep. Items including a wallet were
taken; the police are investigating. The advice is to put wallets and handbags
upstairs at night, and out of view of window. Thankfully these things don’t happen
often in the village, but be vigilant.
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OAKRIDGE WALKING GROUP

Need some company while getting some exercise? Then come and join us. We're a
friendly, local walking group who meet every other Tuesday morning for a walk and a
natter. Walks are typically about 5 miles, start at 10 am and last around 2.5 hours.

The programme for the rest of the year as follows:

4% and 18% June

2nd, 16t and 30 July
13t and 27t August
10th and 24th September
8t and 22" October

5th and 19t November
34 December

If you would like to join the group on any of these walks, please contact Keith or Helen
Dewhirst on 01452 770560. A warm welcome awaits you.

LUNCH CLUB

Lunch club is held in the village hall on the third
Wednesday of every month. Price is £8 per head and
all are welcome. If you would like to come along, but
haven't already put your name on the list the previous
month, or need to cancel your place, please leave a
message for Ali Mills on 01285 760568. This must be
{ done by the Friday before the Lunch Club at the latest,
| to allow for food ordering and preparation.

LADIES NIGHT

Every second Wednesday of the Month the lovely Ladies of Oakridge and beyond, meet
up in the Butcher’s Arms for a drink and a chinwag. All ladies are welcome to join us
from 7 pm. If you are new to the village, this is a great way to get to meet your
neighbours and our friendly bunch will always provide a warm welcome!!

Tamzin (tamzin.hutton@outlook.com)
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OAKRIDGE VILLAGE HALL

OAKRIDGE
VILLAGE
HALL
TRUST

ICommitted to providing quality social space for our community|

There are spaces to use the Hall most mornings of the week, so if

Registered Charity

anyone has any meetings they would like to hold, or clubs they could Number 301590
suggest, please get in touch with John Loosley.

Meet The Candidates: New North Cotswolds Constituency

The meeting in the Village Hall on 10t April was, as it turned out, the first hustings
event of the General Election campaign season for three of the candidates for our new
constituency. Chloe Turner (Green), Paul Hodgkinson (Lib Dem) and Sir Geoffrey
Clifton-Brown (current Conservative MP for the now abolished Cotswolds constituency),
gave presentations to and answered questions from an audience of around 50 people
from the parish and beyond - several Conservative supporters from other areas of the
constituency, and members of Sir Geoffrey’s support team, were in attendance.
Unfortunately, Anna Mainwaring, the Labour candidate, was unable to join the event
due to prior commitments. Paul Timms was an excellent Chair for the meeting on
behalf of the Oakridge Village Hall Trust.

Chloe is currently a District Councillor for Stroud, and a County Councillor. As a resident
of Minchinhampton, she knows the area well.

Paul is a District Councillor for the Cotswolds Council, and also a County Councillor. He
has been involved in politics at local/county level for at least 20 years, and previously
lived in Eastcombe, and represented Bisley in the 1990s.

Sir Geoffrey has been the MP for Cirencester for 32 years (incorporating several
boundary/change of constituency name), and sits on the parliamentary Public Accounts
and Finance Committees.

It was explained that following the Review of Parliamentary Constituency Boundaries
undertaken by the Boundary Commission for England, in order that all constituencies
fell within the permitted electorate range, a new constituency would be formed. This
will be made up of 52% of the old Cotswolds constituency, 30% of Tewkesbury and
18% of Stroud. It is a very diverse and large area, stretching from Moreton-in-Marsh
to Hardwicke near the Severn, taking in Brockworth, Churchdown and Shurdington,
and including Bisley-with-Lypiatt, Painswick and Minchinhampton.
After presentations by the candidates, an interesting and at times spirited, Q&A session
followed. Questions asked included:
e Why education change was considered a priority over the green emergency
e Why the electric vehicle infrastructure locally was so poor in comparison with
other areas of the UK
e Why should “the worst MP on record” be re-elected
e What were the candidates’ views on the “disaster that was Brexit” and its effects
e With the pressures on our green belt farmland, how would the UK achieve net
zero — would it mean huge swathes of solar farms at the expense of food
production
e How would the Green party resolve the “"mess” that is the Stroud District Local
Plan
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e Convince me to vote - for the first time ever I don't want to vote for ‘leaders
who are argumentative and divisive

e Are the candidates prepared to stick to their principles, or follow their party line

e Should there be a statutory period of service for government Ministers, to bring
some longevity and experience to the roles

e How would the candidates stop the huge growth of Food Banks in the

constituency, and address and eradicate poverty

Should an MP’s role be exclusively their only full-time job whilst in office

How would social care and NHS issues be addressed to ensure cohesion

Is a vote for Lib Dem or Green a wasted vote

How would each candidate represent us, the Bisley-with-Lypiatt ward

Would there be a Lib/Lab coalition

Chloe Turner explained how no vote is a ‘wasted vote’; even if a candidate is not
selected, each vote for them (their party) counts towards the financial assistance given
to opposition parties in the House of Commons to help them with their costs, a package
known as “Short Money”.

All three candidates agreed that the constituency will be a challenge, as it is so
geographically diverse, from large rural areas to highly populated areas such as
Churchdown. There is a Conservative office in Cirencester, and Lib Dem in
Andoversford, but it was recognised that these would still be a considerable distance
for many. All felt that regular surgeries around the constituency would be necessary,
together with successful use of social media.

Thanks go to all who helped make this a successful event — a political first for Oakridge,
but potentially not the last.

The monthly film nights continue to show a variety of films. April’s film, “The Great
Escaper”, was extremely popular, whilst another recent film, “The Holdovers”, shown
in May was well received by a slightly smaller audience. Suggestions are always
welcome, so if there is something you’d love to see on the village big screen, do get in
touch.

The next Film Night is on 5t June, so why not come along and join us? As usual, £5
on the door (please reserve tickets via www.oakridgevillage.org/boxoffice to give us an
idea of numbers), and a well-stocked bar will be available. Doors open at 6.45pm, film
starts at 7.30pm. Please note, CARD PAYMENTS ONLY.

As always, to find out more about upcoming films (and other village events), sign up
to the What’s On Mailing List at www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist. - this will give you
a sneak preview of this film.
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STANCOMBE FARM SHOP

There is to be a change in the proprietorship of Stancombe Farm Shop in the coming
months. Ashley and Keith Dickenson have decided to hand over to Kate and Mark
Andrews who currently sell free range meat to the local area. The changeover will
happen in September and the Farm Shop will continue to provide locally grown and
fresh produce to the local communities with the addition of Kate and Mark’s meat on
sale too!

Ashley will continue to work the land and Keith will be producing honey full time. You
will be able to see all of the existing friendly team still at the shop and Mark and Kate
are very excited to continue to offer an affordable, community spirited farm shop.
(text ‘borrowed’ from Bisley News!)

OAKRIDGE GARDEN CLUB

We waited with much anticipation for our speaker to arrive for our
April meeting. The title of the talk was “Remarkable Vegetables”,
and no-one was quite sure what to expect. Adam Alexander was
extremely knowledgeable about his subject, and it was easy to be
swept up with his enthusiasm. He showed us some amazing slides
of his travels as he crossed continents to seek out new and unusual
vegetables. He watched how the local people grew and harvested
their crops and found many different beans that were new to him. His photos were
extremely good, and we felt we had been round the world with him by the end of the
evening.

Many members bought seeds and also his book, which I have heard is a fascinating
read. Maybe we will see some top quality veg at the village Show this September.

Before then we will have our first outing to Ross on Wye, then one to Chippenham, and
don’t forget the summer party in July.

Enjoy the better weather, and good weeding!
Gill Wimperis

OAKRIDGE HISTORY GROUP

The March talk was by Ray Wilson on Gloucester Docks, past,
present, and future. Ray took us on a pictorial tour of the extensive
docks explaining the history of the various buildings, the changes
in use of the warehouses to residential use and the future
development planned for this area. The talk was illustrated by many historical and
present-day images and provided an excellent introduction to our tour of the docks with
Tony Condor starting at 2pm on Wednesday 24t July. Details of the visit to the docks
will be available at the June meeting. The cost will be £7 each and places can be booked
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at the meeting in June or with John Loosley on 01285 760460, email
johnloosley40@gmail.com

David Elder’s talk in April on “Secret Cirencester” focused on people, places and events
which have escaped wider attention and recognition among general histories of
Cirencester. Who knew, for example, that a prominent 19% century astronomer,
Elizabeth Brown, lived and worked here. Or that the composer Peter Maxwell Davies
wrote music for and performed by the children of the grammar school. Or that the
suffragette Grace Hadow organised well supported demonstrations in the centre of the
town to highlight the plight of women with no voice in shaping affairs.

We saw pictures of the ice house and folly at Cirencester Park which cannot normally
be seen by the public, and also had our attention drawn to holes in the surrounding
walls of the park which are clearly visible but we don’t usually notice. They are not
drainage but designed for defensive shooting in the event of war. There were also close
up photos of some old and some new gargoyles on Cirencester church which have
curious stories attached to them.

In the early 19% century, Mme Toussaud brought her wax works to the Cirencester
Assembly rooms twice while touring, before a permanent exhibition space was found in
London, and the exhibitions proved so popular they had to be extended here to meet
public interest.

David has published books on “Secret Cirencester”, "Secret Cheltenham” and is about
to publish one on “Secret Stroud”.

A summary of Steven Blake’s talk on Gloucestershire’s medieval churches will appear
in the next edition of What's On.

Meetings are held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm and new membership cards with details
of all the forthcoming talks are available for £3 per person.

New members and visitors are always welcome.

NATURE NOTES FROM WATERLANE

This is the time of the year, in the early morning, before the sounds of human traffic
take over, when birdsong takes centre stage.

The skylark is often the first to break into song
starting about 40 minutes before sunrise. It is
closely followed by the blackbird, song thrush,
wood pigeon, robin, mistle thrush, pheasant
and wren, usually in that order. In the daily
cycle, light is the key factor affecting birdsong.
More birds sing for the 20-40 minutes around
dawn than at any other time of day.

Birds do not generally sing as soon as they are awake. They may first stretch like other
creatures, preen their feathers and fly off to a good looking perch. Singing of course,
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is in part about birds trying to attract a mate. It's about showing off, each trying to
convince any female within earshot, that his vocal prowess proves he’d be a fit father
for her young. However, song is also aimed from one male to another, a loud-hailer
message proclaims “this is my patch”.

Some of our resident birds have been limbering up for a couple of months or so, taking
the advantage of still, sunny days to practice. By mid-April the floodgates are open as
millions of migrant birds pour back from Africa to their summer homes. By early May
the chorus is at its peak.

Dawn can be a riot of noise, but the performance doesn’t end with the sunrise. Many
males continue to sing sporadically throughout the day with some species throwing in
an evening chorus too, the nightingale is a good example of this as it sings its melodic
song late into the night.

Alan White

OAKRIDGE SHOW

Oakridge Show on Saturday 7th September is an important annual event for the village,
bringing people together to catch up with friends, as well as to support the village stalls
and community as a whole. For those who have moved away, it is often an opportunity
to return to meet friends and reminisce about lives lived in the village. But as always,
if this annual event is to be a success, we need everybody’s help, so please do get in
touch with suggestions or offers of help.

Other ways you can help include:

e Donating a raffle prize - that "money can’t buy” type of thing — we are lucky to
live in a wonderfully connected community who may have access to
opportunities/experiences that would make an ideal top raffle prize; if you do, we
would be very grateful to hear from with any suggestions

e Donate bottles for the bottle stall; small prizes for the tombola; bric-a-brac and
books

e Offer help to run stalls — more helpers will spread the time spent running a stall

e Help set up the Show on the Friday evening/Saturday morning

e Help take everything down after the show

Remember, the Show belongs to the village, and all ideas to make it another success
are welcome!

There are changes to the format and timings of the Produce Show, notably an earlier
closing date for entries, which will be 4.00 pm on Wednesday 4t" September.
This year we will be trialling a produce stall to sell off donated exhibit items, rather
than the usual auction, so the deadline for removal of exhibits will also be earlier,
at 3.15 pm.

Heather - hkf07@yahoo.com
Gaza - gaza.westfall@btinternet.com
Vicky - vbeard51@gmail.com
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BUTCHERS ARMS

Monday Burgers, Buy One and get 25% off second burger

Monday Ale Club- £4.50

Wednesday Pie Day, Buy One and get 25% off second pie
Monday Quig Night 10™ June

Monday to-Friday, 2 or 3 course lunch merw

Saturday 29% June, Hog Roast ‘w Band frow Spm to-late
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Spotlight on ...

Kevin Carden

Oakridge resident after an international career

Kevin and his family arrived in Oakridge in December 2018 after many moves in the
UK and globally.

After working part-time with Tesco at the age of 15,
Kevin then worked for the supermarket chain for
the rest of his 40 year career. Various posts took
him to Eastleigh, Hamble, Ryde and Abingdon (as
deputy manager). He initially came to the
Cotswolds area as the first manager of the new
store in Stroud in 1989, living at the time in
Gloucester. During their time in Gloucester Kevin &
Hazel’s family grew when Rebecca and Simon were
born.

Later came the management of the huge Tesco
Extra in Portsmouth. The next move was to Head
Office in charge of retail operations projects and a
house move to Cambridge. Kevin became the area
manager of the Tesco Express stores, which were a
new development at that time, with 20 - 25 shops
mainly based in London.

After five years, the opportunity arose to transfer the Express model abroad and the
family moved away from the UK for eight and a half years, living in Japan, Thailand
and China.

Kevin and Hazel returned to the UK in 2014 where Kevin worked for two more years as
an area manager in East Anglia. In 2016 Kevin decided it was time to retire. They sold
their home in Cambridge, were drawn back to the Cotswolds and found their current
home in Oakridge.

Not content to be retired, Kevin sought to remain active by volunteering. He contacted
the Stroud Food Bank and volunteered with them for 6 months. When the part-time
post of project manager for the North Cotswold Food Bank came up he applied for it.
With his wealth of experience in food retail management he was an ideal candidate and
has been doing the job ever since. He already knew the teams around the area and
was able to co-ordinate the running of the various food bank locations including the
warehouse in Guiting Power. Kevin leads a team of 90 plus volunteers. These include
people packing the food parcels and drivers who take them to the 6 local centres.
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Until talking to Kevin, I had no idea how complex the food bank system was. Liaison
with partner agencies is a large part of this valuable job - clients are referred to the
food bank by a range of agencies including GPs, Age UK, social services, Home Start,
homeless and other charities. Thanks to a grant from the Trussell Trust and other
donations, the North Cotswold food bank now employ Citizens Advice advisors who help
people coming to the food bank by signposting them to available support with a view
to getting them on the path to a more secure future. The demand for food banks
continues to rise each year. Kevin’s job also includes marketing, fundraising and
liaising with supermarkets, most of which now incorporate donation baskets in the
stores which was not the case a few years ago.

Four sizes of emergency food parcels are provided - single, couple, small family and
large family. Although mainly dried and tinned foods are donated, partnerships with
local butchers, egg producers, bakers and fruit & veg suppliers means clients can also
access fresh produce.

Kevin has also supported a Coventry University study looking at hidden hardship. Many
people, including myself, think of the North Cotswold area as having a well-heeled
middle-class demographic but Kevin explained that all areas have this hidden hardship
contingent.

The Food bank voucher referral process is now all-electronic and this enabled North
Cotswold Foodbank to stay open all through Covid. Kevin is passionate about his work
as are the many volunteers who find it rewarding and socially advantageous. At present
there are no shortage of volunteers.

Since retiring, Kevin has also realised his ambition to become a qualified cricket umpire.
He officiates at all levels locally including the West of England Premier League, youth
and women’s cricket.

Hazel and Kevin really enjoy village life here in Oakridge Lynch and feel lucky to have
found this welcoming community.

Sue Wise
07766 705357
Wisecands@gmail.com

OAKRIDGE WI

Anne and I were fully refreshed after the GFWI Annual Meeting at
Cleeve School. Attending this meeting should be mandatory for all
members at least once. The main speaker was amazing (more later).
INSPIRING WOMEN The meeting ran like clockwork, there were loads of lovely craft stalls,
a new WI has been formed at Rodborough, and Winston WI gave a
presentation about litter picking which they feel should be a GFWI project.

The main speaker was Julie Mackay; she was in the police force for 32 years and retired
as Detective Superintendent. She carried out a "New Tricks” cold case investigation
alongside her normal work — Melanie Rhodes’ murder in Bath was solved 31 years after
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the event due to her persistent endeavours and modern scientific facilities. There is a
book.

11th April Rev. Dr Henderson from Cirencester, “3 Tudor Queens”. He made what
some would call a boring title, a FUN presentation of life and customs of their time. We
sang nursery rhymes, had a quiz, he laid several myths to rest of who did what, and
gave a sparkling screen presentation. We hope to be able to hear about some more
English Queens very soon.

oth May A talk by Jan Millett on MND. The Motor Neurone Disease Association was
established over 40 years ago based in Northamptonshire. She has been a member
since the onset of her father’s diagnosis. There are a few types of MND, and many
famous people have had some form of it, eg Stephen Hawking and David Niven. Rugby
players are in the forefront promoting this debilitating illness. “I'm Still Me”, the voice
banking system, is the main thrust of the work at present. John Ratcliffe in Oxford is
carrying out genetic research and Bath University have discovered a protein which may
be significant. There has been a drug available for 35 years, but not prescribed.

13th June “Yellow Stone” with Paul Wellerton. There will be a bring and buy stall
11th July A town walk. Meet for 2.45 pm at Cirencester Church
August We usually have an outing, as yet undecided

Mary Fern

OAKRIDGE SCHOOL NEWS

We are excited to announce that we have appointed a new
headteacher who will be starting in September. Ross Irwin is
currently a senior deputy head at Wycliffe and we are all looking
forward to working with him soon.

It has also been a busy time here showing potential new
families around our school who have all given us very positive
feedback. We have already welcomed a number of new families
throughout this year and have many more joining us in September.

Oakridge Parochial

Both classes have been busy with exciting events throughout the term. Class 2 have
recently had a Viking Day and the whole school have enjoyed an animation workshop
with groups of children of all ages creating their own stories on film. We also had a day
learning circus skills which was excellent in developing co-ordination, balance and
perseverance. Children noticed how much happier they felt when they achieved
something that they initially found hard.

Bob Gardiner was a very important part of life at Oakridge School for many years and
is someone we still talk about with the children. He very kindly gave us some money,
which we want to use in a way that will remind us of him. Having spoken to his family
we have decided that we will create a special place at our allotment called ‘Bob’s Bee
Garden’. He had his own beehives and made delicious honey. Not only did he love bees
but he was also a keen gardener, winning many of the prizes at the Oakridge Show like
the longest runner bean! We will grow flowers to attract bees and have a bee house.
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There will be artwork and information boards too. Class 1 are going to be learning all
about minibeasts next term with a focus on bees to get us started. In addition, we hope
to give the children a few gardening lessons on growing vegetables. This follows on
from Class 1’s work on Beatrix Potter and Mr. McGregor’s Garden. We hope that you
will take a look when it’s finished.

Sports news

Oakridge School have had a busy year in sporting events. Although small, the mighty
Oakridge have always given their best in representing their school. Often against much
larger schools, they have had some good results.

They were unbeaten in the new sport of Endball, KS2 finished joint 3™ in Boccia, we
won a basketball festival unbeaten and runner up in a hockey festival.

Our best result to date is as runner up in a multi skill Panathlon Challenge where we
will represent Gloucestershire in the County finals.

Sports still to come are Dodgeball, Shonkball and Rounders where we are sure the
children will compete strongly.

Overall, it has been an excellent academic year for sport and we are proud that every
child has represented the school at some time.

May Revels

A huge thank you to all who supported the Oakridge School May Revels on Saturday
18th May. This year's event was the biggest and best ever - and yet again, we were
blessed with sunshine. The children chose a circus theme and the atmosphere was
fantastic, with colourful face-painting and a fancy dress competltlon Opened thls year
by May Queen and King, Iris and Archie, the event >
featured entertaining circus tricks from the
Magnificent Mr Kai and wonderful music from harpist
Morwenna and Cranham Orchestra. The crowds were
also treated to the now-traditional maypole dance, as
well as a Basque BBQ, the best ever collection of raffle
prizes, beers from Stroud Brewery, a massive
tombola, a wide range of stalls selling plants, books,
toys, cakes and bric-a-brac, and a whole field of
games.

Revels 2024 brought record numbers of old faces and !
new from Oakridge, Bisley and surrounding villages.
We were particularly touched by the number of ¥
donations and raffle ticket purchases from the village |
this year. It all really, really helps! Thank you again
and see you next year.

Oakridge School Association
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TWINNING ASSOCIATION

I am writing on behalf of the Bisley with Lypiatt Twinning
Association who are planning a 2024 exchange trip to our
twin town of Plessala in Brittany leaving Bisley / Oakridge

"""”E?PLESSALA. / Eastcombe on Thursday afternoon 5th September and
4 TWINNED WITH Ik 370Km arriving back on Monday evening 9th September. There
' Y_W|T|-|-LYP|ATT ! would be an overnight crossing on the Thursday evening

and a daytime return crossing on the Monday morning
which would give three nights and three full days in
Plessala where participants will be hosted (at no cost) by
individual French families in their homes.

Plessala is in the middle of Brittany, approximately 50 miles south-west of St-Malo and
approximately 90 miles south-east of the other ferry port of Roscoff.

The association committee have made provisional bookings with KB Coaches and
Brittany Ferries and are expecting (need!) a group of at least 20 people (with a
maximum of 30) to sign up. The cost per person would be £200 (after a contribution
from association funds of about £80) plus if required the cost of an overnight cabin
(£50 for a 2-berth and £70 for a 4-berth). We expect the deposit to be £50 per person
with full payment becoming due by the end of July.

If there are any people out there who have not already been in touch, but who might
be interested in this, it is an opportunity for a cultural exchange with French families
who may already have visited this area and will be invited to do a return visit next year.
Whilst in Brittany the group will be taken by coach, together with the French association
members/host families, on organised excursions and there will be opportunities to
socialise in small and large groups. There is no requirement to speak French but of
course, it will be useful and fun if you can but many of the French people involved will
speak a fair amount of English and there will be some competent speakers on hand to
help out.

Membership of the twinning association is necessary to go on the trip. It costs £3 per
person for the year or £5 for a couple.

For more information, do visit the Bisley Parish website:

https://bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/twinning-association/

and/or

http://www.bisleytwinning.org.uk/

John Hughes
07810-123511 or mail@jmhughes.plus.com
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OAKRIDGE CRICKET CLUB

The club is always looking for new playing and non-playing
members. We run as a non-profit making club who rely on
our members and volunteers to keep the club running. If you
would like to join, support, donate to the club, or help out in
any way, for more information please contact:

Mark Robbins mlrobbins@btinternet.com

R T e

Oakridge Cricket Club
Est 1900

Oakridge Cricket Club 2024 Home Fixtures

June 15t Hatherley & Redding’s June 15% Haresfield Gladiators
June 29t Cam July 6t Ruardean Hill
July 27t Eastcombe August 10% Lechlade

August 24t Oaksey

Oakridge also run a youth training session on Friday evenings from May onwards. We
run both the ECB All Stars & Dynamos programmes for children looking to get into
cricket. The club also plan to run hardball coaching sessions, for more experienced able
young cricketers.

All Stars Cricket

All Stars Cricket provides a fantastic first experience for all children aged 5 - 8 years
old where they’re guaranteed 8 weeks of jam-packed fun, activity and skills
development.

Dynamos Cricket
Dynamos Cricket provides a fantastic next step for all those graduating from All Stars

Cricket and the perfect introduction for all 8 - 11 year-olds new to the sport!
Dynamos is all about fun and provides children with a more social offer, focusing on
developing the fundamental skills required to play cricket.

Direct links to sign up:
All  Stars: https://ecb.clubspark.uk/AllStars/BookCourse/27afc410-7076-4377-9ccl-
77blead1554d

Dynamos: https://ecb.clubspark.uk/Dynamos/BookCourse/9d88bcc3-9f08-4239-
9653-a9ac3dcc2fal

BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT PARISH COUNCIL

Please see the Parish Council website for Ward information and minutes of Council
meetings www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk.
Next PC meetings: Wednesday 5t June 2024 and Wednesday 3 July 2024

Any issues in the Oakridge Ward of our Parish please contact
Cllr Roger Budgeon - roger@greenshopgroup.co.uk

Cllr Dennis Robbins - d.robbins1945@btinternet.com

Clir Beth Hughes - beth.hughes@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk
Cllir Ian Greves - ian.greves@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk



mailto:mlrobbins@btinternet.com
https://ecb.clubspark.uk/AllStars/BookCourse/27afc410-7076-4377-9cc1-77b1ead1554d
https://ecb.clubspark.uk/AllStars/BookCourse/27afc410-7076-4377-9cc1-77b1ead1554d
https://ecb.clubspark.uk/Dynamos/BookCourse/9d88bcc3-9f08-4239-9653-a9ac3dcc2fa0
https://ecb.clubspark.uk/Dynamos/BookCourse/9d88bcc3-9f08-4239-9653-a9ac3dcc2fa0
http://www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/
mailto:roger@greenshopgroup.co.uk
mailto:d.robbins1945@btinternet.com
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Parish Clerk:
E: admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk

Oakridge News
Following on from the last What's On I have had some great feedback regarding

our verges. Many thanks and please do keep it coming. (beth.hughes@bisley-with-
lypiatt.gov.uk). As Councillors we are working hard in the background, asking for
more accountability when it comes to planning applications and builds, small or large.
We are also pushing for damage to be made good and an acceptance of responsibility,
either from the building companies or applicants. SDC have their own important
policies to protect biodiversity and the visual beauty of our verges, so with this in mind
our big push is for some form of construction management plan and possible
future designation of conservation verges. I was out a couple of weeks ago, before
hopefully summer sets in and the verges get too hard, roughing up a verge and
scattering wild flowers and grass seeds. Watch this space and if you fancy it, scatter
some seeds!

We are delighted announce that the tennis court has now been cleaned, painted and a
new net and sidewinder put in position. Many thanks to Chris Jeynes who has played
a big part in helping this come about and Heather, our lovely Clerk who works tirelessly,
making all these good things come together. Hopefully you will see a big difference
when you come to play. For those of you who have not yet signed up for 24/25
membership, the fee is £25 for a family of 6 and payment can be by BACS or cheque.
Please encourage your friends and relatives to join in.

If you would like to pay by BACS, please drop Heather an email at admin@bisley-with-
lypiatt.gov.uk. Heather will then send you the bank details. Cheques should be made
payable to Bisley-with-Lypiatt Parish Council, and sent to The Clerk, Robins Way,
Oakridge Lynch, Stroud, GL6 7NZ (round the corner from the pub carpark).

I am delighted to say that the drains from crossroads at the top of the village down to
school and around, have now been emptied. The drain at the top of the footpath by
Cherry Blossom Cottage, has now been added to the Highways Asset Register and
should be cleaned out once a year with the others. The footpath from here that runs
down to The Forge which is very slippery when wet, will be now cleaned when all the
wild flowers and garlic has died back. Highways did turn up to clean it, but didn't want
to damage the verges as it does need a really deep clean.

A new baby swing has been purchased and we are awaiting an install date, so hopefully
a brand new replacement will be available to use very soon.

Finally, I would just like to say what a lovely evening we as Councillors had on 1st May
at our Annual Parish Meeting. It was fantastic to see recipients of an S137 grant come
and talk about how it has helped so much with projects in the area. It makes it all
worthwhile.

As always, keep reporting highways issues!! The more reporting, the more likely we
will be heard: fixmystreet.gloucestershire.gov.uk



mailto:admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk
mailto:beth.hughes@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk
mailto:beth.hughes@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk
mailto:admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk
mailto:admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk
http://fixmystreet.gloucestershire.gov.uk/
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Local Nature Action Plan (LNAP)
Bisley with Lypiatt Parish Council is responding to its statutory duty under the

2021 Environment Act to monitor and help improve local conditions for biodiversity.
The Parish’s Local Nature Action Plan (LNAP) has started with a small group of
committed and knowledgeable local volunteers of all ages from across the whole parish
and representing the three villages. We are making connections not only for wildlife
here but with our neighbours in Chalford and Painswick (Slad). We are especially
interested in your observations of wildlife in your gardens, allotments, green spaces.
We hope they will be put onto IRecord. Watch out for progress on the Parish
website https://bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/local-nature-action-plan/

DISTRICT NEWS

Election Result: Thank you to all the residents of Oakridge,
Eastcombe and Bisley for re-electing me to the District Council. I
will continue to do my best to represent you and promote the
interests of our villages and countryside. The new council will be
made up as follows: 22 Greens, 20 Labour, 7 Conservatives,
2 Lib Dems. Appointments to leadership positions and
committees will be made at the Council’'s AGM on May 23, I
expect to continue on the Environment and Development Control
(i.e. planning) Committees.

At the last full council meeting before the election, on April 25, decisions made
included:

No Mow May: Stroud District Council will be leaving almost 100,000 square metres of
grass uncut as part of the national environmental campaign No Mow May and is hoping
residents will follow its lead. In the council’s latest resident survey, 82% of people in
the Stroud district said they were in support of No Mow May. The national campaign,
led by charity Plantlife, encourages grass to grow and wildflowers to bloom during May,
which in turn enhances and protects wildlife and cuts carbon emissions. Spring bulbs
and wildflower seeds will be planted at the base of trees to aerate the soil and increase
biodiversity and further opportunities to cut grass less frequently will be assessed
throughout the year, with new areas of wildflower meadows being created.

Council motion on managing contaminated land: The Council will write to the
Government to request the funding and resources necessary for the efficient
undertaking of the proposed principles of ‘Zane’s Law’. This seeks to address the crisis
of contaminated land in the UK, reinstating legislative provisions removed by successive
governments from the 1990 Environment Protection Act, and to increase national
government funding and support to local authorities to manage contaminated land.
Visitors’ Car Park at Ebley Mill: The car park by the council office will become a
public car park with similar parking charges to other council car parks. This has been
called for and is welcomed by local residents.

M5 Junction 14 Funding: To fund a design and costing study for the motorway
junction, as agreed with the inspectorate and other authorities to advance the revised
Local Plan.

As always, please contact me about any district council matters: Martin Brown,
cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk 01452 770878



https://bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/local-nature-action-plan/
about:blank
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LOCAL PLANNING NEWS

Information relating to local planning issues, as outlined on the Stroud District Council
website: https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications. See the Parish
Council website for local input. Here is a summary of local planning news in the period
234 March - 19th May 2024

S.24/0407/VAR
Variation to previous permission Permitted
Hillcrest, Oakridge Lynch

S.24/0359/HHOLD
Replace oil boiler with air source heat pump Permitted
Summerfield House, The Broadway, Oakridge Lynch

S.24/0235/HHOLD
Erection of single storey extension and garage conversion Permitted
Far Oakridge House, Far Oakridge

S.24/0207/HHOLD
Single storey extension Permitted
Glendale, Far Oakridge

S.24/0484/HHOLD

Erection of rear extension and associated landscaping Awaiting
Lynch Cottage, Oakridge Lynch Decision
S.24/0543/HHOLD

Garden room extension, alterations to garage and front porch Permitted

Silver Birches Waterlane

S.24/0549/FUL

Installation ground mounted solar panel array Awaiting
Avenis Farm, Bournes Green Decision
S.24/0808/HHOLD

Extensions and alterations Awaiting
Woodside Cottage, Oakridge Lynch Decision
S.24/0519/FUL

Development of 9 houses Awaiting
Land at The Crescent, Oakridge Lynch Decision
S.24/0848/HHOLD

Erection of single storey studio outbuilding Awaiting
The Wharf, Daneway Decision
S.24/0768/HHOLD

Erection of 2 storey extension Awaiting
The Forge, Limekiln Lane, Waterlane Decision

COUNTY COUNCIL NEWS

Get in touch
Do please contact me if you have any comments / questions or concerns
Cllr Susan Williams Susan.williams@gloucestershire.gov.uk Mobile 07766318854



https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications
mailto:Susan.williams@gloucestershire.gov.uk
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OAKRIDGE PLAYERS

Lark Rise, a play with music

Keith Dewhurst's adaption of the book Lark Rise made for a wonderful production
brought to us by the Oakridge Players with music by Meerkats. The play is a series of
scenes depicting daily life in 1884, in a hamlet very like Oakridge would have been -
vighettes of country life over just one day at the end of summer, the first day of
harvest. We can all relate to the scenes:
the hard working farm labourers cooling
off in the pub after a long day in the
field; a mother waiting anxiously for her
husband to come home after a day's
work; the village gossip sharing her
tales; the sadness when an elderly
resident is taken to a home 'for his own
good'; excitement and innocence that
children bring.

Moira Cima's hard work as director and

__.____—_ music arranger was evident in how easily
the story and music entertained and enthralled the audience. With 17 cast members
covering 31 roles, not to mention the umpteen costume, scene and prop changes,
singing and dancing - the production was a huge team effort. A big thank you to the
cast, musicians and helpers in bringing Lark Rise to life.
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Tulip Tree

(Liriodendron tulipifera)

This is anv elegant, exuberant and sizeable
tree. It is relatively rare, and in season you’ll
probably spot its unique four-pointed leaves.
Fast-growing, tall, with quivering leaves like
poplar it is sometimes called tulip poplar - but is
actually a relative of the magnolia. Like magnolia
this has large leaves and opulent tulip-shaped
flowers, hence the unusual name.

Flowers bloom in early summer, are 3-10 cm
across and have three green outer sepals and six
inner petals which are yellow-green with an
orange flare at the base. The tree only starts
flowering when semi-mature at around 15 to 20
years. In autumn, the leaves turn a delightful
mixture of yellows and coppery-browns.

They like a moist but well-drained soil so you may
find them just up the bank from rivers and
streams, but they won’t tolerate having their
roots actually in water as alder will.

Photo Credit: Pauline Lindeque

Tulip tree wood is classed as a soft hardwood, with fine and straight grain which is easy to work. And typically
used in cabinet and furniture-making where a cheap hardwood is wanted. As a firewood it is rather too light
to give off much heat. The original peoples of North America - where this is a native species - called it
‘canoewood’, because its long fine grain and large trunks were well-suited for that purpose.

Medicinally it is not much used these days, but indigenous Americans
and colonists reputedly would make a poultice from the leaves to
treat inflammation and sores, made tea from the inner bark for fever
and upset stomach, and used the root bark and seeds as a wormer.

So even if you’re not troubled by a fever, | heartily recommend you
go meet this tree - it has the friendliest leaves in Bournes Green.

Peter Collings-Wells
whitespringbooks.co.uk
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

JUNE 2024

Tues 2nd
Tues 4th
Weds 5th

Thurs 6th
Mon 10th

Weds 12t
Thurs 13%
Tues 18t
Weds 19t
Weds 26t
Sat 29th

JULY 2024

Tues 2nd
Weds 3

Thurs 4t
Tues 9th
Weds 10t
Thurs 11t
Tues 16t
Weds 17t
Sat 20th
Weds 24th
Tues 30t

Garden Club, Village Hall
Oakridge Walking Group

Film Night, Village Hall

Parish Council, Bisley

Café Church, St Bartholomew's
Eileen Herbert's Memorial Service,
St Bartholomew’s

Quiz Night, Butchers Arms

Ladies Night, Butchers Arms

WI, Village Hall

Oakridge Walking Group

Lunch Club, Village Hall

History Group, Village Hall

Hog Roast ‘n’ Band, Butchers Arms

Oakridge Walking Group
Film Night, Village Hall
Parish Council, Bisley

Café Church, St Bartholomew's
Garden Club Summer Party
Ladies Night, Butchers Arms
WI, Village Hall

Oakridge Walking Group
Lunch Club, Village Hall
Closing date for What's On
History Group, Village Hall
Oakridge Walking Group

7.30 pm

10.00 am

6.45 pm

7.30 pm

10.00 am - noon
2.00 pm

7.00 pm
7.30 pm
10.00 am
Noon - 2.00 pm
7.30 pm
5.00 pm to late

10.00 am

6.45 pm

7.30 pm

10.00 am - noon

7.00 pm
7.30 pm
10.00 am
Noon - 2.00 pm

7.30 pm
10.00 am

Saturday 20t July, 5Spm - CLOSING DATE

for the Auqust / September 2024 WHAT'S ON

The What's On is created from articles written by members of the community. We have
great regular contributors, but always welcome new features/writers/artwork for the
cover. Donations toward costs are always appreciated - please contact the editor for

details.

Editor: Victoria Beard

Disclaimer: The editor reserves the right to edit or omit material.

Email: editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com

E&OE

Printing by Wheatley Printers Ltd, Thrupp




