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USEFUL INFORMATION 

 
The village has 3 Defibrillators, situated at: 

 
• The Village Hall (maintained by the OVHT) 

• Ollie’s Shop (maintained by the Village Show) 
• Oakridge Parochial School (only available during term time) 

 
Why not check out our online village communities….. 

The village website – http://www.oakridgevillage.org  - for up-to-date village 

information, including Village Hall availability and Village Events Calendar, news 
of films and events – sign up to receive this direct to your inbox via 

www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist  
 

facebook.com/Oakridge Village Network  
facebook.com/Oakridge Village Hall, Oakridge Lynch  

 
 

oakridgelynch   Contact Claire Robinson on 07903 974577 

if you'd like to submit some photographs, full credit will be 
given 

 
Village network  

 
 

 
Other useful contact details 

• Village Hall bookings – johnloosley40@gmail.com 
• Butcher’s Arms 07958 627111 or butchersarmsoakridge@outlook.com 

• Ollie’s Shop – 01285 760239 Mon-Fri 9-5 Sat 9-1 Sun 9-12 
• Oakridge Parochial School – 01285 760269  

• Sign up to receive news of events, films and the What’s On direct to your email 
inbox, via the village website – www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist  

 
 
 

EDITOR’S NOTE 
 
I would like to thank the delivery team – Sandra Coles; Kay & John Rhodes; Gill Farrar; 

Charlie & Sue Wise; John & Janet Savage; Claire Robinson; Alan White; Clare Forshaw; 

Louisa Crisp; and until recently, Alex Davis – without their willingness to wander the 
roads and footpaths of the villages, this paper copy would not be so readily available. 

 
Thanks also to all those who contribute to What’s On, with regular or occasional articles, 

photographs and feedback; all is much appreciated. 
 

 
 

 
 

http://www.oakridgevillage.org/
http://www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist
mailto:johnloosley40@gmail.com
mailto:butchersarmsoakridge@outlook.com
http://www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist
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.THE CHURCH IN OAKRIDGE 
 

VICAR:   Rev. S Murray 01452 770897 
PCC SECRETARY: Kim Barber  kim_barber@live.co.uk 

       
Service details and updates at www.bisleybenefice.org.uk, church and 

village noticeboards 
 

 
Greetings from the Church in Oakridge and best wishes for a happy, healthy and 

peaceful 2026. If you are seeking calm, Saint Bartholomew's is open daily from 9 am 
– 5 pm for prayer and reflection. Everyone is welcome at any of our events and Vicar 

Sue is happy to chat should you wish to share any thoughts or ask questions. 
 

The eagerly awaited return of Music in Oakridge provided a wonderful evening of 
entertainment in November. We are very grateful to the world class musicians and 

organisers who made this possible and for their generous donation to Saint 

Bartholomew's Church. We are looking forward to 'An Evening of Romantic Music for 
Valentine's Day', a piano recital by William Howard, one of Britain's leading classical 

pianists, who moved to Oakridge five years ago. 
 

This year's Bisley Benefice lent offering, will be three discussions acting as an 
introduction to The Christian Tradition of Silent Prayer. The talks will take place in St 

Mary's Catholic Chapel, Bisley at 7.30 pm on Tuesdays 3rd, 10th and 17th March. 
 

Cafe church will return in April, offering a delicious selection of home made cakes. 
 

February 2026 
Sunday 1st February  9.30 am Morning Worship 

Monday 2nd February  10.15 am Open the Book, with the school 
Saturday 14th February  5.00 pm      Music in Oakridge – Piano Recital 

Sunday 15th February  9.30 am Holy Communion                                                                                                                                        

10.30 am   Electoral roll members meeting 
Sunday 22nd February  9.30 am     Holy Communion 

 
March 2026 

Sunday 1st March   9.30 am Morning Worship with Benefice Choir 
Monday 2nd March  10.15 am  Open the Book, with the school 

Sunday 15th March  9.30 am  Holy Communion - Mothering Sunday 
Monday 16th March        10.15 am  Open the Book, with the school 

Sunday 29th March  9.30 am Palm Sunday Worship 
 

An informal House Group meets in the village. For more details please contact Sharon 
Dawes 07979 522281 or Willem De Jager 07857 535122 

 
 

 

 
 

 

http://www.bisleybenefice.org.uk/
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CAFÉ CHURCH 
 
We will re-open in April when the better weather arrives.    We hope that you will find 

time in your busy schedules to visit us and enjoy a cafeteria/tea and some delicious 
cake. 

  
Best wishes to all. 

Café Church Team 
 

 

CAROL SINGING 
 

Our fantastic group of carol singers raised £155.70 on 
19th December.  We thoroughly enjoyed singing and our 

warm and generous reception at every house we visited.  
The Butchers Arms collection box increased the village 

donation, and a late donation boosted the final total for 
the Home Start charity to £256.50. 

 
Thank you all, most, and especially our group of singers. 

 
Happy New Year. 

 

Honor 
 

 

GILL FARRAR’S OAKRIDGE RAINWATCH 

 
As measured by my rain gauge, recent rainfall levels were as 

follows: 
 

November …. 159 mm …. about 6.2 ins  

December …. 172.6 mm …. about 6.7 ins 
January (to 13th) …. 46 mm …. about 1.8 ins 

 
 

 

PERSONAL 
 
A very big thank you to Alex Davis for restoring the lettering on the War Memorial in 

time for Remembrance Day. 
John Loosley 

 

 
John Bailey raised another £1,000 for Cancer Research UK at his Open Weekend in 

November.   John would like to thank all the friends and neighbours who visited and 
helped to raise this brilliant sum, which takes the total now to well over £13,000. 
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OAKRIDGE CRAFT GROUP 

 

Are you a keen makers of things fabric, wool, cotton, paper, pencil, paint? Maybe you 

have projects that have been sitting in the closet in need of a dusting off to get finished.  

Oakridge Crafters are meeting at the village hall on the 2nd Wednesday of each 

month alternating between the afternoon (14:00) and evening (19:15). We 

would love for you to bring your project along and share knowledge and ideas 

over a cup of tea while working towards project completion! To cover costs a 

contribution of £3 would be appreciated. 

Please email me (paulinelindeque@gmail.com) or find me on the village WhatsApp 

for more information. 

Pauline Lindeque 

 
 

OAKRIDGE WALKING GROUP 
 

New Year. New Year Resolutions? 
Is taking more exercise one of your New Year 

Resolutions? Then why not come and join us on one 
of our walks?  As a group of chatty, friendly, local 

people, we get together every other Wednesday 
(except for Tuesday 17th February, Pancake Day). 

Walks start at 10am and are typically around 5 
miles which takes about 2.5 hours. You would be 

very welcome to join us. If you'd like more 
information please contact Helen and Keith 

Dewhirst 01452 770560 or khdewhirst@gmail.com 
 

2026 dates 

 
4th February  17th February (Tuesday) start at the Village Hall 

4th March   18th March 
1st April   15th April 

29th April   13th May 
27th May   10th June 

24th June   8th July 
22nd July   5th August 

19th August   2nd September 
16th September  30th September 

14th October  28th October 
11th November  25th November 

9th December 
 

A warm welcome awaits you. 

 
 

 

mailto:paulinelindeque@gmail.com
mailto:khdewhirst@gmail.com
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LUNCH CLUB 
 

Join us for a 2-course lunch and friendly conversation, every 3rd 

Wednesday of the month – amazing value at £10 per person. 

 
To book your place, contact Ali Mills on 01285 760568 (please 

call by the Friday before the lunch) 
 

Upcoming dates: 
 

25th February (one week later due to the Pancake Lunch) 
18th March 

15th April 

 

 

 
 

OAKRIDGE GARDEN CLUB 
 
We reconvene with the AGM and our first speaker of 2026 

on Tuesday 3rd February 7pm for 7.30 with Richard Rickitt 
‘Introducing the Amazing Honey Bee’.  

 
Honey on sale for £5 cash on the night, and also Richard’s 

book all about our buzzy friends. 
 

By popular demand our pocket calendar of events will be back for you to pick up when 

you pay your subscription for the year.    We welcome new members from the wider 
area, so please come along and join us. 

 
Happy gardening. 

Cheryl Perrett 
 

 
 

LADIES NIGHT 
 

Every second Wednesday of the month we meet up at The Butchers Arms or a house 
nearby and have a good old natter with old and new friends and neighbours.    All ladies 

are welcome to join us from 7 pm. There is no agenda, and you can stay for as long as 
you like.   If you are new to the village, this is a great way to get to meet your 

neighbours and our friendly bunch will always provide a warm welcome!! 
For information, contact Lorna Fallace (lorna.fallace@gmail.com) or Tamzin Hutton 

(tamzin@tamzinhutton.com). 
 

We are looking forward to seeing you. 

 

  

 

mailto:lorna.fallace@gmail.com
mailto:tamzin@tamzinhutton.com
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An Evening of Romantic Music for Valentine’s 
Day 

 

Saturday 14th February, 5 - 7pm 
 

We are delighted to present 
renowned pianist William Howard 
who will perform in our beautiful 
village church on the most romantic 
day of the year! 

The programme will include 
arrangements by Liszt of songs by 
Schubert, Mendelssohn and 
Schumann, Granados’s haunting ‘the 
Maiden and the Nightingale’ and 
other pieces from William’s two 
albums of love songs for solo piano, 
which have had over 20 million 

streams on various platforms. The recital will end with Chopin’s First Ballade, one of the 
most passionate and dramatic works of the romantic piano repertoire. 
  
William Howard, who moved to Oakridge five years ago, is one of Britain’s leading classical 
pianists, enjoying a career that has taken him to over 40 different countries. He performs 
regularly at major venues and festivals in the UK and can be heard frequently on BBC Radio 
3 and Classic FM. In 1983 he founded the Schubert Ensemble, with which he performed for 
the full 35 years of the Ensemble’s existence. He has recorded over 40 albums for different 
labels and has premiered over 100 new works by leading composers from the UK and 
abroad. www.williamhoward.co.uk 
  
Doors open at 5pm for a complimentary glass of wine or soft drink, and the performance 
starts at 5.30pm. We expect the performance to end around 6.30 pm, and we invite you to 
stay for a post-performance drink from our donation bar (cash only on the night). Doors will 
close shortly after 7pm. 

Tickets available at http://www.musicinoakridge.co.uk/ 

We look forward to seeing you there! 
  
The Music in Oakridge Team 
 

 

http://www.williamhoward.co.uk/
http://www.musicinoakridge.co.uk/
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BOXING DAY 5K FUN RUN 

Congratulations to all 34 runners who 

took part this year.  16 year old Ben 
came in first with a time of 17 minutes 

40 seconds. 

Many thanks to all the supporters and 

volunteers. 
 

Paul Timms  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

OAKRIDGE PAROCHIAL SCHOOL 
 
As it is the start of a new year, a time to reflect upon 2025, I 

would like to take this opportunity to share with you one of our 

great achievements of last year. Something which we are very 
proud of and which reflects very accurately the school ethos 

that we have worked so hard to create. This is a section of the 
report written after our Statutory Inspection of Anglican and 

Methodist Schools.  
 

Our vision 
‘Through our roots we flourish’ 

'They will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. 
It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green.' 

Jeremiah 17:8. 
 

This is deeply embedded, lived out daily by the school community, enabling adults and 
pupils to grow and flourish.   
 
A local oak tree whose roots enter the nearby stream, provides a striking focal point and 
physical expression of the vision. Carefully selected and embedded values of generosity, 
friendship and perseverance, support the vision well. Staff clearly articulate how the 
vision informs strategic development. They are committed to providing appropriate 
opportunities, support and encouragement to ‘develop strong roots’. Staff and pupils talk 
with enthusiasm about how the vision and values are lived out. This provides a solid 
foundation through which pupils and adults flourish. For example, staff are rightly proud 
of the school’s recent wellbeing award.   
 
The school have crafted an ambitious curriculum designed to support the size and context 
of this small school. This is enabling learning in the two mixed aged classes to be effective. 
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Pupils become independent learners through scaffolded tasks, and the provision of 
challenge activities. This supports them to thrive. High quality texts that reflect diversity 
and difference are chosen to support teaching. This approach extends to wisely chosen 
inspirational speakers and visitors. Curriculum decisions ensure pupils’ horizons are 
extended, based on strong academic roots. This effectively lives out the vision of 
flourishing. Support for pupils with additional needs is a strength of the school. They 
access a range of specialist provision. This includes mindfulness sessions and play therapy. 
This contributes to pupils achieving well and overcoming seemingly insurmountable 
barriers.   
 
Collective worship roots and unites the school community, reaffirming the vision and 
values through stories, prayer and song. Whether in school, the nearby church, or at 
Strawberry Banks, worship brings moments of peace and calm. It offers space to think 
about the impact of local, national or global events. Worship is a cherished part of each 
day. Pupils and staff look forward to coming together. This instils a strong sense of 
community. Celebration worship sees pupils delight in receiving a flourishing award or 
the cup of kindness. Staff appreciate the spiritual space and time to reflect. They enjoy 
seeing their pupils participate and engage in deep thinking and reflection. Staff share 
striking examples of how pupil-led worship challenges their own thinking. Strong links 
with the local church enrich the school’s worship life. For example, pupils particularly 
enjoy the drama and role play brought by the committed Open the Book team. They 
appreciate this different worship style. As a result, pupils can remember a range of Bible 
stories and teachings. Prayer, stillness and moments of personal reflection are important. 
Pupils find comfort in whispering to the prayer bear. Pupils and adults alike value the 
quiet beauty and tranquillity of Strawberry Banks. Combined, these approaches have a 
powerful impact on pupils’ and adults’ spiritual flourishing.   
 
The vision ensures Oakridge is an inclusive environment where wellbeing for all is a 
priority. As a very small school, leaders are aware of the many roles staff undertake. They 
understand the impact this has on their workload. As a result, leaders have created an 
overwhelmingly positive, nurturing culture. Staff describe this culture as being united by 
shared strong roots. They support each other and work collaboratively as a highly 
effective team. Staff feel valued, trusted and supported.   

 

We also can celebrate our academic success, which demonstrates how some children 
have flourished in this area. At the end of their time at Oakridge School our Y6’s in 

2025 performed better than both the national and local average in reading, writing and 
maths, with 50% achieving the higher standard compared with 8% nationally.   

 
Please come and have a look around our lovely school if you are currently looking for a 

school place for your child. Call 01285760269 to book a tour.  
 

Jo Hayes  
Head of School 
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Film Night finished off a very successful 2025 with the comedy drama The Ballad of 
Wallis Island, and viewers enjoyed a special treat of homemade mince pies (thank you 

Sam and Paul) and mulled wine.   We continued the music theme in January, but with 
a difference, the French film The Marching Band.     

 
Films are always the first Wednesday of the month, so the next films will be on 4th 

February and 4th March – come along and join us, the evening is a widely enjoyed social 
occasion with friends.    Due to licence restrictions we can’t often advertise the film title 

in advance, but we are pleased to announce that the film in March will be F1 the Movie, 
starring Brad Pitt as a Formula 1 driver coming out of retirement to race again.  To find 

out more about upcoming films (and other village events), sign up to the What’s On 
Mailing List at www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist. - this will give you a sneak preview 

of the next films – and look out for a special film night event coming up in the spring….. 
 

As always, please reserve tickets via www.oakridgevillage.org/boxoffice to give us an 

idea of numbers.  Doors open at 6.45pm, film starts at 7.30pm.  Please note, CARD 
PAYMENTS ONLY. 

 
 

OAKRIDGE VILLAGE HALL 
 

Committed to providing quality social space for our community 

 

The Hall is fortunate to continue to host the regular Ballyhoo Dance 
lessons several afternoon/evenings each week, and many of the village 

groups on a monthly basis.  The new Oakridge Crafters group is taking 
full advantage of both afternoon and evening availability on alternate 

months.   We are pleased to welcome a fully subscribed Mindsong course to the Hall, 
weekly from 6th February.  Mindsong is a Gloucestershire charity reaching people with 

dementia through music and song. 
 

The Older Driver’s Forum will be at the Hall on Wednesday 25th March from 10.30 am, 

where they will be talking about  
 

‘DRIVING SAFELY IN SPRING. 
VULNERABLE ROAD USER CARE’ 

 
With the clocks going forward on 29 March more vulnerable road users such as walkers, 

cyclists, horse riders, and motorcyclist will be out on our rural roads.  The Older Driver’s 
Forum will highlight key seasonal risks and share advice on how drivers can adapt to 

stay safe and protect other road users.  This include a refresh on the significant changes 
to the Highway Code introduced in January 2022, but of which there is low community 

awareness. 
 

It is hoped that we will be able to offer another First Aid training session with Sophie 
McCracken in the spring, look out for further details. 

http://www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist.
http://www.oakridgevillage.org/boxoffice
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Don’t forget to contact John Loosley on 07530 186886 or johnloosley40@gmail.com to 
book the Hall – a flyer with details has gone to all recipients of the paper copy of What’ 

On. 
 

 
 

 

 

PANCAKE LUNCH 
 

SHROVE TUESDAY 17th FEBRUARY 
 

FROM 12 NOON – 2pm 
OAKRIDGE VILLAGE HALL 

 
 

enjoy a CHOICE OF SOUP with CRUSTY BREAD 
PLOUGHMANS SALAD, PATÉ 
and of course…..PANCAKES 

 

£10.00 IN AID OF HALL FUNDS 
 

 

 
 

OAKRIDGE HISTORY GROUP 
 

Way back in November last year, Ian Macintosh took us on a 

historical journey through the development of the Stroud valleys 
textile industry. Ian’s talk took us from medieval times when there 

were dozens of fulling mills in the Stroud valleys to the present day 
when few working mills survive, from barn-sized mills to big factory complexes like 

Ebley Mill, Stanley Mill and Dunkirk Mill, from workers undertaking piece-work at home 
to workforces running huge mechanised mills powered first by water, then steam then 

electricity. The textiles produced developed from wool alone eventually to new 
combinations and new raw ingredients, and the outlets for these textiles extended from 

local and British markets to widespread overseas international markets. It was a 

fascinating journey and we were encouraged to visit some of the mills open to the 
public through the Stroud Textile Trust and see historic machinery in action. For details 

of opening times see its website www.stroudtextiletrust.org.uk 
 

On 25th February John Loosley will be giving a talk about Percy Dearmer, who was 
responsible for the war memorial, and on 25th March Martyn Beaufort will talk about 

the Wyndham murder in Oakridge which reached the national press in 1893. 
John Loosley, Kay Rhodes 

 

mailto:johnloosley40@gmail.com
http://www.stroudtextiletrust.org.uk/


12 

Bygone Oakridge 

In the early editions of What’s On, Paddy Farroll recorded memories of earlier 
times in Oakridge by local inhabitants. We hope in future to reproduce further 

extracts which may be of interest to readers.   The first is from What’s On 
volume 5, January/February 1980. 

 
I Remember by Mr Oliver Hunt, Alberta Cottage, Oakridge Lynch 

Butt’s hill runs steeply down from the signpost at the Cross-ways, towards 
Farm Lane and the War Memorial and Fountain. This had been a cottage built 

by Alfred Butt. He used to dig the stone he needed from the cave in the field 
just opposite. His forefathers mined the stone for the walls that enclosed the 

Common ground after 1869. The Fountain Green used to be enclosed and my 
wife’s father used to plant it. This had been given to Amos Hunt who lived in 

Wesley Cottage and this land was ceded to him on the understanding that he 

kept the fences in good order. Two Miss Witts then owned Wesley Cottage. 
After they died Kathleen’s father had this land, and she was born at Wesley 

Cottage. Her father went to the 1914 war and died a prisoner of war. The 
fence fell into disrepair, so it was removed and burned. The green became 

common ground. 
 

The trough and war memorial went up around 1920-1922 and Sir William 
Rothenstein was one of the instigators of the Trust which erected it. So was 

Dr Dearmer. I think they felt the position of the War Memorial was central to 
the village, mid-way between the Chapel and the Church; it was also just at 

the end of Dr Dearmer’s drive. 
 

The Trust also provided the reservoir which used to lie at the top of Butt’s Hill, 
which supplied the village with water at a very small rental. A ram pumped 

this water from Church Fields, and it did not always work when it was expected 

to; the reservoir is now filled with stones. 
 

Alfred Butt’s workshop opposite Alberta Cottage was where he repaired shoes 
and sold coal a little before my time. We have a cave under our ground and 

under Wilf Merrett’s showing that Alfred Butt went a long way under the 
ground getting stone; in fact, quite a bit of the stone enclosing the common 

comes from our caves. The road above the caves is not safe. A steamroller 
went down through the road and a bus went in one day a long time ago. I 

believe Austin Gardiner (Chalford Hill now) went down there when he was a 
young man. 

 
 

 

OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY CHOIR 
 

OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY CHOIR rehearse every Monday morning 11-12.30pm in the 
village hall.  We sing acapella (without backing instruments) - many different styles of 

music but all designed to be uplifting and life-affirming!  There are no auditions - just 
come along any Monday to try it out for free.  You won’t need to read music or ever 

sing on your own!  We currently have around 25 singers - all very friendly and 
welcoming.  For more information, have a look at our 

website www.thecommonvoices.com  

http://www.thecommonvoices.com/
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Spotlight on…………. 
 

Susie Trotter  
A rich and fascinating life 

 
 

When I first met Susie, I knew nothing about her, but after chatting with her for an 

hour or so, I was intrigued to learn about her amazing life and the illustrious history of 

her family. 
 

She came to Bournes Green with her husband Charles Landry over 40 years ago and 
has lived in the same house ever since.  The move to this area came about when she 

visited her friend Juliet Harmer, a well-known actress (from the 60s Adam Adamant 
series) and artist.  Juliet told them that the property called The Round was about to be 

on the market and it turned out to be just what they were looking for. 
 

She has lived in many countries but began life in West Sussex, the daughter of a Welsh 
mother and an RAF pilot father. Her father was educated at Dulwich College since his 

parents lived abroad, his father working for the Eastern Telegraph Company which later 
became Cables and Wireless. He then earned a commission from Cranwell, becoming a 

distinguished RAF pilot.  He eventually became the personal pilot of Earl Mountbatten 
of Burma who in 1946 was the last Viceroy of India.  He was also asked to be the 

Queen’s personal pilot but declined the honour as it would have meant continuing to 

be away from his family too much. 
 

Susie’s life took an unexpected turn when in her 
late teens she became a model.  She won a 

competition to find ‘Miss Natural Wonder’ to be 
the face of Revlon cosmetics.  The prize was a 

course at the prestigious Lucie Clayton 
Academy and a portfolio of photos taken by 

David Bailey in the Vogue studios.  As an aside, 
she told me that David Bailey was not a very 

pleasant man -  whilst photographing her he 
told her “Doll, try and look a bit more f- - - able” 

which quite shocked the inexperienced Susie.  
However, it launched her career as a model and 

she worked mainly on advertising campaigns 

such as that of Martini and cigarette brands and 
as a hair and hand model.  

 
Susie met her second husband Charles when she was invited to stay with his sister 

(also a model) with whom she worked.  Charles walked in on her whilst she was taking 
a bath at the house in Earl’s Court and ignoring her embarrassment, he asked her out! 

The ensuing marriage produced two children - son Max, who lives in London with his 
Iranian wife and has three daughters, and daughter Nancy, who ran away to the circus 

at 18 and is part of the troupe at the popular Gifford’s circus. 
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In her work in the 60s, she met many well-known people and was invited to the places 

which the rich and famous frequented.  For a while, she was the girlfriend of the 
Australian actor George Lazenby who starred with Diana Rigg in the Bond film ‘On Her 

Majesty’s Secret Service’.  Mentioning no names, Susie was also a girlfriend of a famous 
pop star and a prince from Poland who was a pretender to the Spanish throne, a racing 

driver and a wealthy collector of valuable paintings.  As a child, she lived in Malaysia 
and was a classmate of Joanna Lumley, whom she later met again when modelling at 

Lucie Clayton.  She also met the famous Australian modern artist Ken Done. 
 

Susie had a successful food business in the late 80s producing marinated olives, 
mustards, vinegars, chutneys etc supplying stores such as Harrods, Selfridges and 

Fortnum & Mason.  When it grew too large to be viable from home, she sold it and later 
started travelling intensively with Charles. In the 90s they visited many countries, 

mostly to the far East and Australia where Susie visited jade markets in cities such as 

Hong Kong, Beijing, Shanghai and Japan, fulfilling her lifelong love of gemstones and 
oriental artefacts.  Subsequently she formed a collection of jade and pearls with which 

she crafted jewellery.  Until recently she would sell these at shows around the country. 
Susie’s family background has shaped her interests in her retirement. Her three-times 

great grandfather Dr Nathaniel Wallich, originally a surgeon from Denmark, became an 
illustrious collector and cataloguer of plants.  He found and documented 20,000 plants 

from Burma, China, Nepal and around the world and became famous in the botanical 
sphere. He started a botanical garden and an Indian museum in Calcutta and was 

acquainted with British colonial and former governor of the Dutch east Indies, Stamford 
Raffles in Singapore - there is now the world-famous botanical garden in the city as 

well as a statue to Wallich.   Nathaniel’s son, George Wallich was an inventor who 
developed the laying of cables for communication, the first being from Penzance to 

Newfoundland. 
 

Currently, Susie is working on filling her garden with as many plants as possible from 

those discovered by her ancestor Dr Wallich.  
 

If you would like to be featured ‘In the Spotlight’, contact Sue Wise   07766 705357 
 

 

 

JOHN TAYLOR’S FOUNDATION 
 
The John Taylor’s Foundation is a local charity that issues small grants to 

students going on to Higher Education (excluding A Levels) or those undertaking 
apprenticeships to assist with the cost of books, tools or equipment. 

 
If you are aged under 25, and live in the Ancient Parish of Bisley (the area includes all 

of the civil parish of Bisley with Lypiatt, including Eastcombe and Oakridge, most of 
Bussage and part of Chalford), please apply in writing to The Trustees 

at jennytaylor1944@outlook.com stating your full name, age, address, university 

course or employer. 
  

The Trustees of the John Taylor’s Foundation meet twice a year in March and September 
when applications will be considered. 
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NATURE NOTES FROM WATERLANE 

 

Our migrants from the Arctic have now arrived for their winter 
vacation drawn in by warmer temperatures than at home. Some 

use it as a refuel and then continue on to their long-haul 
destinations.   It is an opportunity to view unusual species we 

don’t usually see: my neighbour Robert spotted a flock of golden 
plover in a field at the higher end of Waterlane grubbing for 

insects and worms. They were probably on route to Slimbridge 
where they are frequently seen in winter. 

 
Providing food and shelter with largely unfrozen ground, UK 

gardens are a great place for many birds to last out the winter. 
They are crucial wintering sites for millions of continental migrants. Many of these 

migrants are not noticed because they are of a familiar species, the blackbird is a classic 

case of this arriving from the continent in enormous numbers. Redwings and fieldfares 
arrive in the fields around Waterlane generally in early January from Scandinavia and 

Iceland. The redwings in particular are conspicuous with their red wings bobbing around 
the fields adjoining my cottage. 

 
There have been frequent observations of song thrushes across the country delivering 

their melodic song in the run up to Christmas, and we have had one in Waterlane 
singing its heart out for several days. It might have got its seasons mixed up but it is 

a very welcome sound at this time of the year.  It suffers badly during harsh winters, 
it is a partial migrant moving to lower ground in winter and some move on to Southern 

Europe. 
Alan White 

 
 

STRAWBERRY BANKS 
 
The ponies have been hard at work on the fop fields of Lower Weir eating back a couple 

of years growth of grass – let us hope the flowers there are encouraged by more light. 
At the right time the ponies will be moved to Strawberry Banks this Spring. 

 
We are preparing to alter the Strawberry Banks/Three Goves Wood valley bottom, 

working with GWT and the Woodland Trust to achieve slowing the water – thereby 
helping to protect Chalford and onwards from flooding.  The first stage is to have a few 

trees along the stream on the GWT/Woodland Trust section to fall across the stream. 
This slows the water in the valley making marshy areas for diversity and achieving 

natural flood management. This will later be done along the stream in the Banks and 
we ask that these trunks & branches are not moved. In time, with luck, those in the 

water will become covered with tufa – making them appear to be covered in stone, and 

stop the serious erosion of the stream sides which has been happening. This work is 
kindly being funded by Stroud District Council Natural Flood Management Project. 

 
Anyone who would like to be involved with the annual scrub clearing on the banks 

please do get in touch with Celia celtoncrafts@hotmail.co.uk. 
Celia Morrison-Smith 
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST – TRILLIS 
BANKS RESERVE 

 

In July 2025, Stroud District Council funded a wetland 

restoration project to infill a reach of the channel, in addition 
to reprofiling two ponds. The ponds did not hold water 

throughout the whole of the year, and offered little value to wildlife with steep sides 

that are not consistent with naturally occurring ponds.  

The project aims to restore and create diverse wetland, floodplain, and stream habitats 

by allowing the Holy Brook to break free from its uniform channel. This will encourage 
the development of floodplain grasslands, wetlands, and fen habitats – enhancing 

species diversity and enabling the site to store significant amounts of carbon in the 
wetter soils. This nature-based solution supports the creation of biodiverse ecosystems 

that benefit both people and wildlife.  

The routes of the public and permissive footpaths will remain. A new bridge has allowed 
walkers to cross the Holy Brook upstream of where the stream is being re-naturalised, 

which will offer an alternative route when the floodplain is holding water. 
 

The photo shows the site before the 
wetland restoration work took place. The 

stream had been pushed to the edge of the 
field and was disconnected from its natural 

floodplain by an earth bund that ran 
alongside the channel. In many 

catchments, formerly complex river 
corridors have been modified into 

straightened channels. 

 

 
This photo shows the site following the 

work, after the stream has been altered to 
form a floodplain.  Vegetation diversity will 

increase with better connection between 
the stream and floodplain. The wetland 

restoration project will have stirred up the 
seedbank and in time new wetland and 

floodplain habitats will establish. 

 
 
 

https://www.stroud.gov.uk/
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After the work has been completed, and water has 

begun to flow across the site. 
 

 
Text and photos taken from GWT website and 

Facebook page 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

OAKRIDGE WI 

 
Christmas came, and Christmas went.  Such a build up. 

 
The WI festive celebration was a catered affair by Fiona (and not a pot 

to wash).  Delicious food and companionable company made a really 

relaxing evening.  Several friends from France Lynch WI and 
Eastcombe were able to join us.  Our Christmas charity was for Sue Ryder. 

 
2026 brought us snow (but not as we have known it).  The forecast on meeting night 

8th January was for more snow after a grey and rainy day. Several members had already 
sent apologies, so the committee decided to cancel.  The first time for many years.  So 

we have ‘Travels to Venice’ for a future meeting. 
 

Next meetings: 
12th February ‘WI Archives’ with Sheila Rowley 

12th March  ‘Girls life in the Army’ with Gillian Cane 
 

Oakridge WI wishes all readers a Happy and Healthy 2026. 
Mary Fern 
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OAKRIDGE SHOW – 5th SEPTEMBER 2026 

 

Following on from the great success of the 2025 show, 

we are looking to start the planning process for this 
year's show at 6.30pm on Thursday March 12th, 

meeting in the Butchers Arms.  The working group 
would love more help with organisation and running 

the Show, so if you can commit to a few meetings and 
getting involved on the day, please come along and 

join us, and/or look out for info on the village social 
media groups. 

  

Continuing our ethos of supporting local groups, last year the Show donated £250 from 

profits towards the November Music in Oakridge event, and will donate £300 towards 
the continued production of the What's On magazine.  We are also on hand to help to 

maintain the village defibrillators.  Unfortunately, the very windy weather on the day 

of the 2025 show meant that we lost 3 gazebos and so we have had to hold back funds 
to replace these with ones that can withstand the Cotswold weather! 

 
The team would like to say a big thank you to Gaza Westfall, who has decided to step 

back from organising the show; your enthusiasm and involvement will be much missed! 

  

We look forward to welcoming any new members to our working group, and continuing 
to work with those from the village who have supplied such stalwart support over the 

years.  If you have any ideas for new stalls that you would like to see, please feel free 
to message either of us and we can see if we can accommodate your ideas. 

 

Vicky Beard (vbeard51@gmail.com) and Heather Finlay (hkf07@yahoo.com) 
 

 

NAME THE VIEW 
 
This idea has been shamelessly stolen from the 

Eastcombe, Bussage & Brownshill Newsletter, but 

is ideal to occasionally fill the odd space!  I 
thought it might be time to test how well do you 

know our local area?    
 

No prizes, but can you identify the location?  
Send your answer to the editor at 

editoroakridgewhaton@gmail.com, and all will be 
revealed in the next edition. 

 
 

 
 
Photo credit: Beth Hughes  

mailto:hkf07@yahoo.com
mailto:editoroakridgewhaton@gmail.com
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THE OAKRIDGE PLAYERS 
 

Now recovered from It's a Wonderful Life before Christmas, the 

Players would like to thank everyone who came to the show, and all 
the lovely feedback we received. We hope you all enjoyed watching it 

as much as we enjoyed performing it! Below are some photos from 
the show. It will be a little while before we start rehearsing our next 

production (whatever that may be), but in the meantime we will be 
looking to do some playreadings, theatre visits and workshops in 

addition to our first Thursday monthly social at the Butchers. 
 

         

 

 

We are always keen to welcome new members, if you are interested, please visit our 

website http://www.oakridgeplayers.com/ , our Facebook page (The Oakridge Players) 
or talk to one of the Players. There are many ways to be involved - from acting, directing 

and prompting to front of house & bar, set-building, props and costumes.  

 

 

 

http://www.oakridgeplayers.com/
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FRITHWOOD SURGERY PATIENT PARTICIPATION 
GROUP (PPG) 

 

For the first time since the Covid 
pandemic interrupted the tradition, 

Frithwood Surgery PPG hosted a 
Christmas party for around 50 patients 

aged over 75 at Eastcombe village hall. 
Guests enjoyed a delicious afternoon 

tea, served by doctors and PPG 
committee members, whilst being 

entertained by singer Rose Preston and 
Mike Carter performing card tricks. 

There was also an excellent raffle with 
prizes donated by the PPG committee 

and Tesco at Bussage, along with the 
lovely table decorations, which were 

donated by Pam Perry. It was wonderful to see everyone enjoying themselves and it 

provided a great opportunity for elderly patients to meet up with others at what can be 
a difficult time for some. 

 
Our weekly Health Walks will be restarting in February, weather permitting, 

following our Christmas and New Year break. The gentle walks are about 1.5 miles 
long and ideal for anyone recovering from illness or surgery, for people wanting to 

start exercising and for those just wanting a friendly chat while they walk – everyone 
is welcome. We meet at Frithwood Surgery at 10am every Wednesday morning 

and there is no need to book, just turn up to join a walk. Tea, coffee and biscuits are 
provided afterwards at the Chalford Parish Centre. Please come along dressed 

warmly for the February weather and wearing suitable footwear. As the year 
progresses and weather conditions improve, we will be introducing more varied routes 

on our walks. 
 

Frithwood Surgery PPG is a registered charity and it raises the majority of its funds by 

running a 100 Club Lottery. Money raised is used to buy resources for the surgery 
and put on events for the patient community. Lottery Club members pay an annual 

fee of £24 to join and there are quarterly cash prizes, currently standing at £300. 
However, the more members, the bigger the prizes! The first draw in 2026 will be 

taking place in March so now is the perfect time to join the lottery. 
 

To participate in the 100 Club Lottery Draw, or to make a donation, please 
scan the QR code or go to https://bit.ly/frithwoodfundraising where 

you will find all the payment details. Alternatively, sign up forms 
can be collected at the surgery. Cash and cheques are accepted too 

and can be handed in at the surgery (please include your name and 
details). Your help will provide our community with equipment and 

services that will benefit everyone. 
Many thanks for your support.     

 

 
 

https://bit.ly/frithwoodfundraising
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BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Please see the Parish Council website for Ward information and minutes of Council 

meetings www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk.   
Next PC meetings: Wednesday 4th February and Wednesday 4th March 2026  

 
Parish Clerk:  

E: admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk 

 

Any issues in the Oakridge Ward of our Parish please contact: 
Cllr Roger Budgeon - roger@greenshopgroup.co.uk  

Cllr Dennis Robbins - d.robbins1945@btinternet.com 

Cllr Ian Greves – ian.greves@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk 
 

Oakridge News 
The Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, which includes both Roger and 

Ian from the Oakridge ward, have been reviewing the responses from the 
Neighbourhood Plan and updating policies, supporting text and maps where it has been 

felt appropriate.  The aim is to take this amended version to the next Parish Council 
meeting on 4th February, and then submit this to the Stroud District Council 

Inspectorate for review.  We shall then publish our response to all comments so that 
each person who contributed will see what action has been taken on their 

behalf.  Again, we thank everyone for their continued support. 
 

Unfortunately, there are two issues that continue to afflict our ward - bright, outside 
lights being left on at night and the dumping of bags of rubbish.  The parish has a dark 

skies policy, so we would ask that residents who have outside lights switch them off at 

10pm, and when required for security, be put onto a sensor mechanism.  You can find 
more details on our website about our dark skies policy.  Shopping bags of rubbish 

have also been found by various councillors and the Clerk around the villages.  If you 
see this happening or have any information, please inform the Clerk. 

 
The ward councillors are due to meet with GCC Highways in February and will discuss, 

again, the issue of flooding at Mannesty Farm, with the aim of finding a long-term 
solution.  In addition, before the next edition, we hope to have news both of the 

improvement to the Oakridge bus shelter and the announcement of a new ward 
councillor. 
 

If you have any questions for the ward councillors, details of how to contact the council 
can be found on the website, https://bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/ 
  
 
 

BisCAN 
Bisley Climate Action Network 

BISLEY ,  EASTCOMBE &  OAKRIDGE   
bisleyeastcombeoakridgecan@gmail.com 

 
  

http://www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/
mailto:admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk
mailto:roger@greenshopgroup.co.uk
mailto:d.robbins1945@btinternet.com
https://bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/
about:blank
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LOCAL PLANNING NEWS 
 
Information relating to local planning issues, as outlined on the Stroud District Council 

website: https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications.   See the Parish 
Council website for local input.  Here is a summary of local planning news in the period   

22nd November 2025 – 17th January 2026. 
 

S.25/1948/HHOLD 

Single storey rear and two storey front extensions, and other works 
Moons Well, Bournes Green 

 

Awaiting 
Decision 

S.25/2022/FUL 
Change of agricultural land to residential, construction of pool house, 

swimming pool and terrace 

Tunley Farm, Tunley 

 
Refused 

S.25/2243/HHOLD 

Two storey and single storey extension.  Air source heat pump and 
solar panels. 

The Forge, Waterlane 

 

Awaiting 
Decision 

S.25/2170/FUL 
Erection of walled kitchen garden.  Rebuild existing boundary wall. 

Relocation of glass house, 
Waterlane House, Waterlane 

 
Awaiting 

Decision 

 
 

 

DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

Climate and Nature Strategy: SDC's Environment Committee in 
December approved the Council's new strategy, giving equal 

emphasis to climate change mitigation, adaptation to inevitable 
change, and nature recovery, while ensuring a just transition for all.  

The strategy can be seen on the council website here.  It was also 
resolved to review the Litter Code of Practice and call on government 

to make the current voluntary code mandatory (for supermarkets etc.). 
 

Community Services and Licensing Committee in December approved 
refurbishment and equipment replacement at Active Lifestyles Dursley (formerly The 

Pulse); and approved receipt (and use) of funding from the Office of the Police and 
Crime Commissioner for Sport for Safer Streets and Graffiti Removal projects.  

 

Council in December accepted the report of the Independent Remuneration Panel, 
recommending increases in councillors' allowances and some Special Responsibility 

Allowances. Basic allowance will increase from £6,608 to £6,966 in 2026/27, rising 
annually by £358 to £8,040 by 2029/30. (Although SDC is expected to be replaced by 

a new unitary council in 2028.) Minor amendments to the Constitution were also 
approved; and a new Vice Chair of Community Services confirmed – Cllr. James Boyle 

of Chalford. ( I am chair of this committee.) 
 

Licensing Hearings: Four panel hearings took place in December. (Hearings by a 
panel of elected councillors are held when there are objections to an application.) 

https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications
https://stroud.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=140&MId=1543
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Alcohol licenses, with conditions limiting hours, were granted to Standish Gatehouse, 

Studio 18 in Brimscombe, and Woodchester Vineyard (an extension of hours); a taxi 
driver’s licence was revoked following an incident in which the car left the road. All 

licensees are encouraged to take part in the ‘Ask for Angela' scheme to offer safety to 
people feeling vulnerable. 

 
Martin Brown, District Councillor. Please contact me about any District Council issues: 

cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk  01452 770878 
 

 

COUNTY COUNCIL NEWS  
 

Do contact me any time on: Gary.Luff@Gloucestershire.gov.uk 
 

Gloucestershire County Council signals support for single 
unitary proposal   A vote taken at November’s Full Council 

meeting marked a major step towards the biggest change in 
local government for more than 50 years, as the County Council 

voted to support the single unitary option of LGR. This decision 
was ratified at Cabinet. The other Gloucestershire Councils held 

similar votes, with a joint submission sent to Government on 
November 28th. 

Liberal Democrats unveil council strategy at this month’s 
council meeting   Also at this month’s Full Council meeting, 

the Liberal Democrats launched their council strategy for 2025–2029. The Green Group 
voted to support the strategy while promising to push for greater ambition on the 

environment and social justice. 

Liberal Democrats reveal proposed county budget for 2026/27   Proposed multi-
million-pound spending plans for 2026/27 have been released, ahead of a meeting of 

Cabinet in December. The Green Group are currently undertaking work on a series of 
amendments to the budget to ensure it meets green priorities. 

County council set to back next phase of Mass Rapid Transit development and 
delivery   Gloucestershire County Council is set to approve the next stage of work to 

develop a business case and early delivery steps for a new Mass Rapid Transit system 
in Gloucestershire. 

Call for carers to share their views - National Survey 2025   Gloucestershire 
County Council is inviting carers to take part in the 2025 national survey of adult carers 

in England. Surveys have now been sent out to a random sample of around 1,000 
carers across Gloucestershire, giving them the opportunity to share their experiences 

and help shape future support. 
Staff recognised for achievements at Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service 

awards evenings   Ceremonies to celebrate the achievements and long service of staff 

at Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service (GFRS) have been held at The Stonehouse 
Court Hotel. 

New report highlights key risks to county from climate change   Gloucestershire 
County Council has been assessing the risk of climate change to the county, in 

partnership with Climate Leadership Gloucestershire. 
Fair Funding Review Update   On Wednesday, 17 December, councils received the 

outcome of the fair funding review with the publishing of a three-year financial 
settlement for Local Government. The outcome for Gloucestershire is less favourable 

than hoped, however this year’s settlement is more complex due to a new formula and 

mailto:cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk
mailto:Gary.Luff@Gloucestershire.gov.uk
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-november-2025/gloucestershire-county-council-signals-support-for-single-unitary-proposal/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-november-2025/gloucestershire-county-council-signals-support-for-single-unitary-proposal/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-november-2025/cabinet-agrees-to-submit-single-unitary-council-proposal-to-government/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-november-2025/local-government-reorganisation-lgr-gloucestershire-proposals-submitted-to-government/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-november-2025/local-government-reorganisation-lgr-gloucestershire-proposals-submitted-to-government/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-november-2025/county-council-unveils-ambitious-strategy-for-a-stronger-future-built-together/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-november-2025/county-council-unveils-ambitious-strategy-for-a-stronger-future-built-together/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-november-2025/county-council-reveals-proposed-budget-for-202627/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-november-2025/county-council-set-to-back-next-phase-of-mass-rapid-transit-development-and-delivery/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-november-2025/county-council-set-to-back-next-phase-of-mass-rapid-transit-development-and-delivery/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-november-2025/call-for-carers-to-share-their-views-national-survey-2025/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-november-2025/staff-recognised-for-achievements-at-gloucestershire-fire-and-rescue-service-awards-evenings/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-november-2025/staff-recognised-for-achievements-at-gloucestershire-fire-and-rescue-service-awards-evenings/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-november-2025/new-report-highlights-key-risks-to-county-from-climate-change/
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the fact that it includes many, previously separate, grants. Officers are currently 

working through the numbers to ensure we thoroughly understand the implications.  It 
is likely that the final settlement will require £10m of additional savings for each of the 

next three years. 
Gloucestershire County Council launches new strategy to tackle domestic 

abuse   On Monday 8 December, Gloucestershire County Council launched its new 
three-year strategy to tackle domestic abuse and make the county a place where 

everyone can live free from abuse and harm.  
County Council shows solidarity with Ukraine   Gloucestershire County Council has 

signed an agreement with a region of Ukraine to provide support and share the 
expertise the county has in a number of areas. 

Gloucestershire County Council celebrates top national endorsement for active 
travel ambitions   Gloucestershire County Council has been awarded the Level 3 rating 

by Active Travel England (ATE), recognising the county as one of England’s highest 

performing authorities for active travel. It is the only predominantly rural council to 
achieve this milestone. 

Have your say on Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service’s Community Risk 
Management Plan  Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service (GFRS) is asking 

residents to help shape its future by sharing views on its new draft Community Risk 
Management Plan (CRMP). 

Important message for bird keepers   Highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) 
H5N1 was confirmed in a large commercial poultry flock near Brockworth, 

Gloucestershire on 18 December 2025 by the Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA). 
Neighbourhood Fund   The Grassroots Neighbourhood Fund scheme is continuing to 

seek applications from eligible groups. The scheme delivers funding to community 
initiatives seeking to make a positive impact on health and wellbeing, access to nature, 

digital inclusion, community cohesion, and reducing inequalities. Each Councillor is 
allocated £20,000 to support projects in their division.   More information about the 

new scheme is available on the dedicated webpage. Guidance for how to apply is 

available here. 
Roads   Please continue to use and promote the use of FixMyStreet to report issues on 

the roads.    An additional £15million has been allocated to improve Gloucestershire’s 
road although this has been partly funded by a reduction in the highways local fund 

from £30,000 to £10,000 per County Councillor. 
 

Greener Gloucestershire News 

Don't forget to ask the Waste Wizard                                 

Christmas usually creates a lot of waste and items to dispose of. If you're not sure if 

something can be recycled, or what the best way to dispose of it is, use our waste 
wizard tool. The wizard will search to find the most sustainable way for you to repair, 

reuse, recycle or dispose of your household items. 

Get composting for 2026    

Considering making your own compost for your New Year's resolution? Make the most 

of our discounted compost bins!               

Composting at home can help you save money, reduce your carbon emissions, learn 
about nature and reduce the amount of waste you produce. There is nothing more 

satisfying than using your home made compost to grow your own vegetables and 

flowers. See recycling in action in your own garden or home           

 
Gloucestershire residents are able to get £15 off any compost bin on the Get 

Composting website. 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-december-2025/gloucestershire-county-council-launches-new-strategy-to-tackle-domestic-abuse/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-december-2025/gloucestershire-county-council-launches-new-strategy-to-tackle-domestic-abuse/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-december-2025/county-council-shows-solidarity-with-ukraine/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-december-2025/gloucestershire-county-council-celebrates-top-national-endorsement-for-active-travel-ambitions/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-december-2025/gloucestershire-county-council-celebrates-top-national-endorsement-for-active-travel-ambitions/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-december-2025/have-your-say-on-gloucestershire-fire-and-rescue-service-s-community-risk-management-plan/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-december-2025/have-your-say-on-gloucestershire-fire-and-rescue-service-s-community-risk-management-plan/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-december-2025/important-message-for-bird-keepers/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/grassroots-neighbourhood-fund/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/business-property-and-economy/finance-funding-and-grants/grassroots-neighbourhood-fund/how-to-apply/
https://fixmystreet.gloucestershire.gov.uk/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.comms.gloucestershire.gov.uk%2F7D46F295802D93AC769B7217CA31E1EF9BBF58D3DA025EF7EF3B85A03CDBB364%2FDF846A71E8B2DDAA763DD8E7ECDA5311%2FLE35&data=05%7C02%7Cnick.langridge%40gloucestershire.gov.uk%7C77429d9a60b649731ee108de3ef41b89%7C5faec75464e340149bcce72fc73ba312%7C0%7C0%7C639017415323711543%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ofI3ejHfH0xBkDD7AM5cvBNoEwuOjWrwCCAsl7qhhIc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.comms.gloucestershire.gov.uk%2F7D46F295802D93AC769B7217CA31E1EF9BBF58D3DA025EF7EF3B85A03CDBB364%2FDF846A71E8B2DDAA763DD8E7ECDA5311%2FLE35&data=05%7C02%7Cnick.langridge%40gloucestershire.gov.uk%7C77429d9a60b649731ee108de3ef41b89%7C5faec75464e340149bcce72fc73ba312%7C0%7C0%7C639017415323711543%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ofI3ejHfH0xBkDD7AM5cvBNoEwuOjWrwCCAsl7qhhIc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.comms.gloucestershire.gov.uk%2F35EE60B979D590D9BDA32ED0F1162A4E71A0D43E1A4F6DBBDEECA4C5B0052AF4%2FDF846A71E8B2DDAA763DD8E7ECDA5311%2FLE35&data=05%7C02%7Cnick.langridge%40gloucestershire.gov.uk%7C77429d9a60b649731ee108de3ef41b89%7C5faec75464e340149bcce72fc73ba312%7C0%7C0%7C639017415323753792%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3%2BrzOyK%2FhPABgoORYb%2FQi55lRQwfbny3WzgSgwgVrNQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.comms.gloucestershire.gov.uk%2F35EE60B979D590D9BDA32ED0F1162A4E71A0D43E1A4F6DBBDEECA4C5B0052AF4%2FDF846A71E8B2DDAA763DD8E7ECDA5311%2FLE35&data=05%7C02%7Cnick.langridge%40gloucestershire.gov.uk%7C77429d9a60b649731ee108de3ef41b89%7C5faec75464e340149bcce72fc73ba312%7C0%7C0%7C639017415323753792%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3%2BrzOyK%2FhPABgoORYb%2FQi55lRQwfbny3WzgSgwgVrNQ%3D&reserved=0
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The 2025 What’s On accounts for information: 

 £ £ 
Opening balance 1st January 2025 1,050.04  

Donations received 180.00  
Advertising income 190.00  

Grants received 300.00  
What’s On printing costs  -982.00 

Closing balance 31st December 2025  £738.04 

The accounts for this financial year see a rise in income due to advertising, and I 

would like to extend my grateful thanks to all those private individuals who have 

made generous donations to enable the printed copy to remain in circulation.    

 

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING RATES per edition: 

 
¼ page £10 

½ page £20 

Full page £30 
 

Contact the Editor at editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com for more information 

 
 

 

Saturday 21st March 2026, 5pm - CLOSING DATE 

for the April / May 2026 WHAT’S ON  
 
The What’s On is created from articles written by members of the community.  We have great 

regular contributors, but always welcome new features/writers/artwork for the cover.  
Donations toward costs are always appreciated – please contact the editor for details. 
 

Editor: Victoria Beard        Email: editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com  

 
Disclaimer: The editor reserves the right to edit or omit material.     E&OE 

 

If you prefer the online version of What’s On and no longer want a paper copy, please 
email editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com with your name and address and I can 

adjust the printing circulation list. 
 

 
Closing dates for future editions: 

 
April/May   Saturday 21st March 

June/July   Saturday 23rd May 
August/September Saturday 18th July 

October/November Saturday 19th September 
December/January Saturday 21st November 

 

 

mailto:editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com
mailto:editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
 

FEBRUARY 2026 

 
Tues 3rd • Garden Club, Village Hall 7.00 pm 

Weds 4th       • Oakridge Walking Group 

• Film Night, Village Hall 
• Parish Council, Bisley 

10.00 am 

6.45 pm 
7.30 pm 

Weds 11th  • Oakridge Crafters, Village Hall 

• Ladies Night 

7.15 pm 

7.30 pm 
Thurs 12th  • WI, Village Hall 7.30 pm 

Sat 14th  • Music in Oakridge, St Bartholomews 5.00 – 7.00 pm 

Tues 17th  • Oakridge Walking Group 
• Pancake Lunch, Village Hall 

10.00 am 
Noon – 2.00 pm 

Weds 25th • Lunch Club, Village Hall 

• History Group, Village Hall 

Noon – 2.00 pm 

7.30 pm 
 

MARCH 2026 

 
Weds 4th  • Oakridge Walking Group 

• Parish Council, Bisley 

• Film Night, Village Hall 

10.00 am 

7.30 pm 

6.45 pm 
Weds 11th  • Oakridge Crafters, Village Hall 

• Ladies Night 

2.00 pm 

7.30 pm 

Thurs 12th  • Show meeting, Butchers Arms 
• WI, Village Hall 

6.30 pm 
7.30 pm 

Weds 18th   • Oakridge Walking Group 

• Lunch Club, Village Hall 

10.00 am 

Noon – 2.00 pm 
Sat 21st   • What’s On Closing Date 5.00 pm 

Weds 25th  • Older Driver’s Forum, Village Hall 

• History Group, Village Hall 

10.30 am 

7.30 pm 
 

 
 

 
Cover photo, Alison Hewitt 
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