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USEFUL INFORMATION 

 
The village has 3 Defibrillators, situated at: 

• The Village Hall (maintained by the OVHT) 
• Ollie’s Shop (maintained by the Village Show) 

• Oakridge Parochial School (only available during term time) 

 
Why not check out our online village communities….. 

 
The village website – http://www.oakridgevillage.org  - for up-to-date village 

information, including Village Hall availability and Village Events Calendar, news 
of films and events – sign up to receive this direct to your inbox via 

www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist  
 

facebook.com/Oakridge Village Network  
facebook.com/Oakridge Village Hall, Oakridge Lynch  

 
 

oakridgelynch   Contact Claire Robinson on 07903 974577 

if you'd like to submit some photographs, full credit will be 
given 

 
Village network  

 
 

 
• Village Hall bookings – johnloosley40@gmail.com 

• Butcher’s Arms 07597 426083 or thebutchersarms.oakridgelynch@gmail.com 
• Ollie’s Shop – 01285 760239 Mon-Fri 9-5 Sat 9-1 Sun 9-12 

• Oakridge Parochial School – 01285 760269  
• Sign up to receive news of events, films and the What’s On direct to your email 

inbox, via the village website – www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist  
 

 

 

RALPH TURNER 
 

Thank you to those who came to Dad’s funeral; apologies that we were not able to 
speak to everyone.    Also a thank you to those who donated towards the Sidmouth 

Lifeboat, a total of £580.50 was raised.  
 

Jackie Dooley  
Alison Vesma  

Gillian Thornborough  
 

 
 

 

 
 

http://www.oakridgevillage.org/
http://www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist
mailto:johnloosley40@gmail.com
mailto:thebutchersarms.oakridgelynch@gmail.com
http://www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist
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THE CHURCH IN OAKRIDGE 
 

VICAR:   Rev. S Murray 01452 770897 
PCC SECRETARY: Kim Barber  01452 770626 or  

silverbirches.waterlane@gmail.com 
       

Service details and updates at www.bisleybenefice.org.uk, church and 
village noticeboards 

 

Greetings from the Church in Oakridge and best wishes for a happy and healthy 
2025.  Everyone is welcome and we would be delighted to see you at any of our events.  

  
Saint Bartholomew's is open daily from 9am - 5pm for prayer and reflection, should 

you have thoughts to share or questions, please call vicar Sue on the above number. 
 

We are very grateful to Music In Oakridge for kindly presenting a Candlelit Recital and 
for their generous donation to the Church. The world-class musicians provided a 

wonderful concert and the church, swathed in light, looked beautiful. 

 
Our Christmas services were very popular, it was especially lovely to see so many 

children at the Christingle and Nativity events. 
  

Posies will be presented in Church on Mothering Sunday. Should anyone be interested 
in making posies on Saturday 29th March, please contact Linda Reardon  07794 425915 

and come along to Hillcroft. 
 

The home group meets twice monthly on Tuesday evenings for a meal and discussion 
of a section of the bible. Should you be interested in coming along, please contact 

Sharon Dawes on 07979 522281 or Willem De Jager 07857 535122 or email 
 willem.de.jager@hotmail.com  

 
FEBRUARY 

Sunday 2nd February 9.30 am Morning Worship 

Monday 10th February 10.00 am Open the Book, with the School 
Sunday 16th February 9.30 am Holy Communion 

  

MARCH 
Sunday 2nd March  9.30 am Morning Worship  

Monday 3rd March  10.00 am Open the Book, with the School 
Sunday 16th March 9.30 am Holy Communion 

Monday 17th March 10.00 am Open the Book, with the School 
Saturday 29th March 10.30 am Mothering Sunday Posie making at Hillcroft 

Sunday 30th March 9.30 am Mothering Sunday Worship 

Monday 31st March 10.00 am Open the Book, with the School 
  

mailto:silverbirches.waterlane@gmail.com
http://www.bisleybenefice.org.uk/
mailto:willem.de.jager@hotmail.com
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CAFÉ CHURCH 
 
Dear All, 

  
Happy New Year to everyone! 

Café Church was very well supported last year and I thank you for those who came 
regularly and gave generously.   We have to say goodbye to Roger and Liz Hughes who 

have decided to step down after supporting Café Church with delicious cake and 
splendid flower arrangements.  Liz and Roger will be greatly missed by the team.   As 

this leaves a huge hole in the team it now depends on if two people come forward who 
are prepared to join our merry band,  cook homemade cakes and donate these to Café 

Church.  It means a monthly commitment. 

 
So, if you’re up for a challenge then please contact me on 01285 760665.  

  
Thank you 

  
Sharon Dawes 

On behalf of Café Church 
 

 
 

CAROL SINGING 
 
Dear Carol Singers of 2024. 

 
Thank you very much for turning up on a cold, damp 

winters night and touring Oakridge for an hour and a 
half.  It was well worth the effort as we raised £366 for 

Home Start. The charity organisers were delighted and 
sent their thanks to all who sang and all who donated so 

generously.  
 

 A special thank you to Gill Wimperis who invited us into 
her house where we were able to warm up with a few 

snacks and a lovely log fire.  Also many thanks to the Butchers Arms who later warmed 
us up again and provided hot mulled wine and mince pies for everyone.   

 

If you would like to join us next year we would be delighted to see you. The more the 
merrier.  

 
Much love to you all. 

 
Louisa 

 
 

 

 
 

 



5 

BOXING DAY 5K FUN RUN 

Congratulations to the 27 Boxing 

Day Runners who completed the 
Oakridge 5K Run.   Well done to 

Charlie and James from 
Waterlane who led the way 

finishing in a super quick time. 

Special thanks to Ray, Andrew, 

Sophie, Jim, Kerry and Robyn 
who volunteered and supported 

the runners on the course. 
 

Let’s make it 30+ this year – 
plenty of time to start a Couch to 

5K….. 
Paul and Sam Timms  

 

 
 

 

OAKRIDGE WALKING GROUP 
 

Need some company while getting some exercise?  Then come and join us.  We're a 
friendly, local walking group who meet every other Tuesday morning for a walk and a 

natter.  Walks are typically about 5 miles, start at 10 am and last around 2.5 hours.    
 

If you would like to join the group on any of these walks, please contact Keith or Helen 
Dewhirst on 01452 770560.    A warm welcome awaits you. 

 

 
 

LADIES NIGHT 
 
Hurray…Ladies Night is back for 2025! 

Every second Wednesday of the month we meet up at The Butchers Arms or a house 
nearby and have a good old natter with old and new friends and neighbours.    All ladies 

are welcome to join us from 7 pm. There is no agenda, and you can stay for as long as 
you like. 

If you are new to the village, this is a great way to get to meet your neighbours and 
our friendly bunch will always provide a warm welcome!! 

For information, contact Lorna Fallace (lorna.fallace@gmail.com) or Tamzin Hutton 
(tamzin@tamzinhutton.com). 

We are looking forward to seeing you. 

 
 

 
 

mailto:lorna.fallace@gmail.com
mailto:tamzin@tamzinhutton.com
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JOHN TAYLOR’S FOUNDATION 
 
The John Taylor’s Foundation is a local charity that issues small grants to 

students going on to Higher Education (excluding A Levels) or those undertaking 
apprenticeships to assist with the cost of books, tools or equipment. 

 
If you are aged under 25, and live in the Ancient Parish of Bisley (the area includes all 

of the civil parish of Bisley with Lypiatt, including Eastcombe and Oakridge, most of 
Bussage and part of Chalford), please apply in writing to The Trustees 

at jennytaylor1944@outlook.com stating your full name, age, address, university 
course or employer. 

  

The Trustees of the John Taylor’s Foundation meet twice a year in March and September 
when applications will be considered. 

 
 
 

 

OAKRIDGE PAROCHIAL SCHOOL 
 

A Happy New Year to you all from Oakridge School. 
 

The end of term was busy and exciting as usual. We enjoyed a 
delicious Christmas dinner at the village hall with children, staff, 

parents and governors. Of course, we mustn’t forget the visit 
from Father Christmas who brought some wonderful gifts for 

the children to enjoy. In a whole school game of pass the parcel 
the children opened games, wooden play food for the home corner, circus skills 

equipment, allotment tools, books and lots more! 
 

The end of term concert and nativity was one of the most enjoyable I have seen in the 

20 years I have been a teacher at Oakridge. The children and our very own musical 
Mrs Modaley made us very proud. It was especially rewarding to see children 

participating with confidence when in previous years they wouldn’t have been able to. 
 

This term we are all looking forward to a visit to the Natural History Museum in Oxford 
where we will be learning about fossils and dinosaurs and evolution. Class 2 are basing 

their learning around the book ‘Everest’ and are learning about mountains and the 
explorers Norgay and Hillary. In PE the children are learning to play hockey. 

 
In class 1 our cross-curricular theme is ‘Long ago and Far Away’ which includes dragons, 

unicorns and dinosaurs. In history we will learn about Mary Anning and her fossil 
discoveries.  We hope to share some of our poetry writing with you in the next What’s 

on. 
Jo Hayes 
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LUNCH CLUB 
 

Join us for a 2-course lunch and friendly conversation, every 3rd 
Wednesday of the month for only £8 per person 
 
To book your place, contact Ali Mills on 01285 760568 (please 
call by the Friday before the lunch) 
 
Upcoming dates: 
 
19th February  
19th March 
16th April 

 

 

OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY CHOIR 
 

OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY CHOIR rehearse every Monday morning 11-12.30pm in the 
village hall.  We sing acapella (without backing instruments) - many different styles of 

music but all designed to be uplifting and life-affirming!  There are no auditions - just 
come along any Monday to try it out for free.  You won’t need to read music or ever 

sing on your own!  We currently have around 25 singers - all very friendly and 
welcoming.  For more information, have a look at our 

website www.thecommonvoices.com  

 
 

 

 

PANCAKE LUNCH 
 

SHROVE TUESDAY 4th MARCH 
 

FROM 12 NOON – 2pm  
 OAKRIDGE VILLAGE HALL 

 
 

enjoy a CHOICE OF SOUP with CRUSTY BREAD 
PLOUGHMANS SALAD, PATÉ 
and of course…..PANCAKES 

 

£10.00 IN AID OF HALL FUNDS 
 

 
 

 

http://www.thecommonvoices.com/
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CANCER RESEARCH 
 
John was able to donate £500 for Cancer Research UK from his Open Studio 24.  Thank 

you to everyone for your interest and support. 
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The new year got off to a good start in January, with a small audience enjoying Back 
to Black, the story of Amy Winehouse.  The next films will be on 5th February and 12th 

March, so why not come along to join us for an evening with friends – it’s a great night 
out for only £6.  We’re planning to trial the delicious local Winstones ice-cream at the 

interval, together of course, with our well-stocked bar. 
 

As always, please reserve tickets via www.oakridgevillage.org/boxoffice to give us an 
idea of numbers.  Doors open at 6.45pm, film starts at 7.30pm.  Please note, CARD 

PAYMENTS ONLY. 
 

To find out more about upcoming films (and other village events), sign up to the What’s 
On Mailing List at www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist. - this will give you a sneak 

preview of this film. 
 

 

OAKRIDGE VILLAGE HALL 
 

Committed to providing quality social space for our community 

 

The Village Hall is open and ready to receive the regular groups that 
come along to use the excellent facilities, and hopefully to welcome 

new users too.  The main floor has been revarnished over the festive 
break, continuing the maintenance programme that keeps the Hall in 

such good condition.   For only £10/hr (less if you are a village resident), the space is 
a definite village asset! 

 
Contact John Loosley on 07530 186886 or johnloosley40@gmail.com for information. 

 
 

 

THE OAKRIDGE PLAYERS 
 

Rehearsals are in full swing and the dry martinis are being mixed 
for Noel Coward's Blithe Spirit! Performances are on Thursday 6th, 

Friday 7th and Saturday 8th of March, tickets will be available nearer 
the time, look out for details. One of Coward's classic farces, it is a 

darkly funny play involving spirits (alcoholic and ectoplasmic) and 
not to be missed! The Players are always keen to welcome new 

members, so if you are interested in joining us, please look at our 
website www.oakridgeplayers.com.  

 
Doors will open at 7pm and the performance at 7.30. Refreshments will be available in 

the interval along with our infamous Raffle! 
 

 

http://www.oakridgevillage.org/boxoffice
http://www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist.
mailto:johnloosley40@gmail.com
http://www.oakridgeplayers.com/
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BUTCHERS ARMS 
 
Jane and I recently enjoyed a very nice meal under their special offer of 2 courses 

with coffee/tea for £16.50 each.  I had chicken ballotine and Jane beef lasagne.    
 

The meal was very tasty and well presented.  Ben and his staff are keen to welcome 
you, and want you to let them know how they are doing and any ideas or suggestions 

for improvement. 
John Bailey 

 
See pg.21 for current dining offers from the pub 

 

 

OAKRIDGE GARDEN CLUB 
 
While the potted Christmas tree sits on the porch, waiting to be 

found a home for the forthcoming year, and snowdrops appear in 
my garden, the wheel of a New Year brings promise of new garden 

adventures and projects. Our Garden Club winds into action this 

month, holding its AGM on Tuesday 4th February, at 7.30pm in 
the village hall.  

  
Gardens are such a joy for all, come along and find out about the forthcoming outings, 

speakers and events for 2025.  
 

Our speaker for the evening is Fred Gillam, who will give a talk entitled 'The Wild Side 
of Life' !!   Jenny will be collecting annual subs from 7pm, which will remain at £10 pp 

for 2025. 
 

If you’re up for being a bit more involved in the organisation of the club’s running 
then please let me know; the committee are a friendly bunch who meet every other 

month during the year. 
 

Refreshments and raffle for all on the night. 

Familiar and new faces are most welcome. 
 

Happy gardening  
Cheryl  

(tel; 07850 936420) 
 

 

GILL FARRAR’S OAKRIDGE RAINWATCH 

 
 As measured by my rain gauge, recent rainfall levels were as 
follows: 

 
November …. 119.4 mm …. about 4.7 ins  

December …. 73.1 mm …. about 2.8 ins 
January (to 14th) …. 61 mm …. about 2.4 ins  
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OAKRIDGE HISTORY GROUP 
 

The first talk of 2025 will be on “Cider Making in 

Gloucestershire” by Andy Meller on 26 February in the Village 

Hall.  This should get us off to a good start!! 

Then on 26 March Tony Condor will join us again for a talk on “The History of 
Gloucestershire’s Inland Waterways”. Tony is a fount of knowledge on the 

waterways and those who worked on them, as the people who walked with him round 

Gloucester Docks last summer can testify.  
 

Looking back to the last talk of 2024, Pete Moore’s further look at archaeology in our 
area of the Cotswolds proved an eye-opener into the quantity of pre-historic sites that 

surround us. Beginning with an introduction to archaeological research methods and 
clues to look for in the landscape, Pete took us through an astonishing time span from 

3,000,000 BC to just before the arrival of the Romans in Britain. What a lot of barrows, 
long and round, standing stones, hill forts and other sites of interest there are nearby! 

His enthusiasm for exploring and field walking is infectious, and he clearly hopes to 
recruit volunteer amateur archaeologists to join him in discovering more about the 

ancient history around here. He brought a collection of flint finds picked up field walking. 
Many of the audience were impressed by his ability to spot very small pieces of ancient 

history on / in the ground at our feet. 
 

We look forward to you joining us for more interesting talks this year. 

John Loosley & Kay Rhodes 

 

 

NATURE NOTES FROM WATERLANE 
 

Back in 2019 when putting my boots on in the garage, 
a bedraggled robin hopped in to investigate a likely 

meal. I put some seed in the front of the garage and 

she seemed grateful by singing me a song when 
outside. Since then this ritual has escalated with two 

robins, probably mother and her offspring, with the 
mother fiercely defending her territory. A wood 

mouse resident in my wood pile now realised there 
was a window of opportunity and nipped in when the 

coast was clear. 
 

During the autumn of last year, a young male blackbird had been watching this going 
on while guarding some berries on a local bush. He has now decided to muscle in on 

the act and has joined in pushing the robin aside. This has made the robin hopping mad 
and so I now put some seed on the other side of the garage and sit in the middle to try 

and keep the peace. 
 

The blackbird is a young male still with his first winter black bill, adult males have an 

orange bill and yellow eye ring. I know when it is arriving because I get a pink-pink 
chatter just before it emerges. It also has a nervous scolding chatter giving notice of a 

prowling cat, fox or human being. It has taken over the main singing role in the dawn 
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chorus and its mellow fluting is one of the most beautiful bird songs heard in Britain. 

Unfortunately, the blackbird is under threat from a virus which has been transmitted 
by mosquitos and is the main reason for its decline in mainland Europe. A lot of the 

blackbirds we see in winter have migrated from Europe and there lies the problem. 
Alan White 

 
 

OAKRIDGE WI 

 
Our final get-together of 2024 was the Christmas Party.  A delicious 

bring and share buffet supper was enjoyed by visitors and members 

alike.  All the traditional elements were in place, crackers (hat 
optional), secret Santa and a free raffle. 

 
2025 Happy New Year….are we celebrating the winter weather?  Not too bad so far. 

 
9th January  Moving with the times, our talented Celia enabled us to have a talk on 

Zoom from Tewkesbury Museum.  Kirstie Bingham gave us “Midwife, Herbalist, Surgeon 
– Witch?”   Quite a strange topic, however all became clearer as the history of childbirth 

was illustrated.  Superstition, tradition, surgeon meddling (males) and womens’ 
connection with healing herbs.  What?  Witchcraft.   An informative evening and surely 

a visit to Tewkesbury Museum will be on the agenda. 
 

WI business followed the talk, when we had to discuss the four proposed resolutions 
for the National AGM – only one will be chosen.    Every WI member has one vote and 

the most popular one goes forward.  Our votes were recorded, forwarded to Glos WI 

HQ and joined into the tally. 
 

The charity box was still available for contributions to a local cancer charity. 
 

Coming up…. 
 

13th February  “How do I know I am healthy?”   Millie Barnes 
   There will be a bring and buy stall 

 
13th March  A craft wreath with Celia M-S 

 
Looking forward to seeing you there 

Mary Fern 
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TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
 

Fancy a few days in Brittany at the end of 
May? 

If so, why not join us for our Twinning Group exchange visit 

The coach departs from Eastcombe early evening on 
Thursday 29 May and we cross the Channel from Portsmouth 
to Cherbourg on the overnight ferry 

On the Friday, we take a leisurely drive to our destination in 
Plessala, a rural commune in mid- Brittany, stopping in 

Normandy for breakfast, then a stop for lunch and some exploring, with time for a spot of 
shopping en-route, arriving in Plessala at around 5pm, where we will be greeted by our hosts for 
the weekend 

We depart early on the Monday morning to catch the St Malo to Portsmouth crossing and are 
due back in Eastcombe soon after 9pm 

During our stay, we are hosted free of charge by a local family and will enjoy a good mix of time 
with them, as well as with the wider group, visiting local attractions and there is usually an 
evening ‘party’ of some kind 

Thanks to the superb support by members and friends at our social events, the committee can 
make a substantial financial contribution. The cost of travel will be no more than £150 per 
person, and we hope will be considerably lower (the more that come, the less the cost for 
everyone becomes), plus the cost of a berth in a cabin on the outward journey, if required. A £50 
per person deposit will be required by the end of February 

These exchange visits have been taking place since 1993 and you are sure to receive a warm 
and friendly welcome 

More details about the Twinning Assoc can be found at  

www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/twinning-association 

For more details about the trip, please contact either 

 Paul Hunt 07814 621700 paulhunt284@gmail.com 

or 

John Hughes 07810 123511 mail@jmhughes.plus.net 

We hope to see you soon 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


14 

Spotlight on………… 

Pat Ellis 

  An accomplished woman of note            

 

 

In a departure from the usual article, the following is a tribute dedicated to Patricia Ellis who 

lived in Oakridge Lynch and whom some of you may remember.  It was sent to me by John 

Carter who felt that her story and achievements would be of interest.  Pat died in 2008. 

 

Pat led an extraordinary, satisfying life, distinguished by her intelligence and passionate 

involvement in many different areas of interest, and we have much to be thankful for in the 

outstanding contribution which she made to our world. 

 

Life may have started somewhat differently for Pat but for a tragic accident which befell her 

family before her birth.  Pat was the second child born to her parents Robert and ‘Titch’, as 

her mother was known, and the family was settled in Iraq where her father worked as a civil 

engineer.  Sadly Pat’s elder brother drowned in the care of a nursery nurse and it was decided 

that Pat should be born and cared for in England.  Pat’s mother and grandmother therefore 

made the long journey back while her father remained in Iraq, and apart from occasional letters 

from him and two short visits to England which he made in later life, she had little contact 

with her father. 

 

Pat was born in the Portsmouth area and was educated at Portsmouth High School, proving 

herself to be a very able student and going on to read Maths and Physics at London university.  

Throughout this time Pat continued to develop her two greatest passions - music and animals. 

She obtained her grade 8 Associated Board examination and went riding on Wimbledon 

Common. 

 

Following graduation, Pat came to work at British Aerospace in the engine division and it was 

here that she was to meet her friend of over 50 years, Dennis Boston. Pat had an extraordinary 

memory for numbers and was recruited to his Maths Services Group in 1955 where she 

remained until the early 1990s, proving to be a dedicated, intelligent and able employee. 

During this time, Pat changed roles from Computer Programmer to Chief programmer and 

oversaw the building of a new computer block in Bristol.  When Rolls Royce took over the 

company, Pat became the first woman in their engineering history to be promoted to senior 

staff level and would give talks about the role and opportunity for women in the engineering 

industry.  She was certainly a trailblazer who was ahead of her time.  She was also a keen and 

very good driver, at different times owning a Jaguar E Type and an Aston Martin.  She moved 

from Bristol to Oakridge Lynch for the last 25 years of her life and shared her cottage 
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(Woodside) with Dennis.  She became a member of Cirencester Choral Society and was an 

avid reader, being particularly fond of Lewis Caroll, Robert Browning and H H Monro and 

the ‘Lord of the Rings’ books. 

 

Her passion for animals 

continued throughout 

her life and she owned a 

number of horses.  She 

had stables built just 

above her house (now 

Sea View) to keep her 

horses and took riding 

lessons at the Talland 

School of Equitation.  

One of Pat’s horses, 

‘Tagimar’, was ridden 

competitively by Ali 

Mills and achieved great 

success in advanced 

level dressage 

competitions. 

Ali Mills on Tagimar 

 

Pat’s involvement with horses also brought her into contact with Leeann Winstone who helped 

out at the stables and later became  a key person in Pat and Dennis’s lives, enabling them to 

manage under the increasing pressure of Pat’s declining health.  Pat was also involved in 

Riding for the Disabled and her beautiful horse ‘Tessa’ was loaned to the World Championship 

at Hartpury College where she was ridden by a girl competing for Zimbabwe, coming fourth 

in a World Championship. 

 

She also bred German Shepherd dogs, one of which won a championship show at Olympia, as 

well as giving homes to rescue dogs.  She became a judge for the Alsatian Association 

travelling to competitions in Birmingham and London. 

 

Sue Wise.  October 2024.  07766 705357.   01285 762800 
 

 

 

OAKRIDGE CRICKET CLUB 
 
 

If you would like to join, support, donate to the club, or help out in any way, for 
more information please contact:  Mark Robbins  mlrobbins@btinternet.com 

 

Oakridge Cricket Club 
Est 1900 

about:blank
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OAKRIDGE SHOW – 6th SEPTEMBER 2025 
 
We will be kick-starting the planning process at 6.30pm 

on Monday 3rd March, meeting in the Butchers Arms – 
the working group would love more help with organisation 

and running the Show, so if you can commit to a few 
meetings and getting involved on the day, please come 

along and join us, and/or look out for info on the village 

social media groups. 
 

As we like to keep things local, last year the Show donated £1,000 from profits towards 
the second village defibrillator, based at the Village Hall, and also funded replacement 

battery and other parts for the original equipment housed at Ollie’s Shop.   
 

We are looking to replace some of the Produce Show trophies, as some of these have 
reached the end of their lives and are showing signs of wear.   If anyone, individual or 

local business, would like to sponsor a trophy – eg the ‘John Thomson Challenge Cup’ 
or the ‘Amy Johnson Rose Bowl’ sound good -  please contact one of the working group 

members below before the end of February.  
 

Heather - hkf07@yahoo.com 
Gaza – gaza.westfall@btinternet.com 

Vicky - vbeard51@gmail.com 

 
 

BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Please see the Parish Council website for Ward information and minutes of Council 
meetings www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk.   

Next PC meetings: Wednesday 5th February and Wednesday 5th March 2025  
 

Any issues in the Oakridge Ward of our Parish please contact 
Cllr Roger Budgeon - roger@greenshopgroup.co.uk  

Cllr Dennis Robbins - d.robbins1945@btinternet.com 

Cllr Beth Hughes – beth.hughes@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk 
Cllr Ian Greves – ian.greves@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk 

 
Parish Clerk:  

E: admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk  
 

 

Why has the Parish Council Precept increased by so much this year? 

You will see from your Council Tax Bill that the amount of money allocated to Bisley-

with-Lypiatt Parish Council will increase in the Financial Year 2025/26 by 37.5%.  An 

increase of this size was not an easy decision to make.  You deserve an explanation as 

to how it has come about. 

The biggest increase in the Parish Council Precept in recent years was in April 2019, 

when the amount added to your Council Tax Bill rose by 10.39%.  Since then, the Parish 
Council has deliberately restricted the rise in the cost of the annual Precept by diverting 

mailto:hkf07@yahoo.com
mailto:gaza.westfall@btinternet.com
mailto:vbeard51@gmail.com
http://www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/
mailto:roger@greenshopgroup.co.uk
mailto:d.robbins1945@btinternet.com
mailto:admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk
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cash from its reserves to cover unforeseen expenditure.  This was considered extremely 

important especially during the Covid pandemic.   

Initially this policy was very successful; in the 4 subsequent years up to April 2023 the 

Precept rose by only 1.54%. 

The downside was that the Council’s reserves were steadily depleting. Then in the 
current Financial Year (2024/25) we faced unexpected bills of nearly £23,000, many of 

them related to essential repairs and upgrades to building assets we own which must 
be undertaken urgently for them to remain in use.  As a result, our reserves are now 

slightly below the legally required minimum and we can no longer rely on them to offset 

the impact of higher bills on our budget. 

As part of this year’s budget-setting process we have identified savings of almost 

£17,000 by cancelling or delaying planned expenditure.  One of the delayed items is 
the purchase of automatic speed cameras for Bisley, Eastcombe and Oakridge, which 

we have put back until at least next year.  We have also dramatically scaled back the 

rolling programme of dry-stone wall repairs across the Parish.  

As a result of these savings, our budget for this year has risen only by £5,000 over last 
year.  What’s missing this year is the sum of £28,000 that our Clerk succeeded last year 

in claiming back in VAT refunds and Feed-In Tariff payments for previous years. 

This leaves us a shortfall in income of £33,000 which we have no choice but to add to 

our Precept for the next Financial Year.  This will enable us to maintain all the other 

services across the Parish that are our responsibility. 

Oakridge News 

We are continuing to keep in contact with Highways about the roads and drains in the 
area, verges and ongoing issues in Farm Lane in particular.   Some will notice there 

have been changes to the Oakridge Allotments, which includes a new composting area 
- more information to follow, or contact Dennis Robbins. 

  
 

DISTRICT NEWS 
 

Recycling Batteries and Vapes: Batteries, vapes and e-cigs will 

be collected for recycling along with the weekly food waste 
collection, starting in the Spring.  Meanwhile, please do not put 

these items in bins. They contain valuable materials that can be 
salvaged for reuse, but they also present a fire risk when mingled 

with other materials. In the last year, there have been a number of 
small bin lorry fires, likely to have been caused by discarded 

electrical items, which fortunately diligent crews have spotted before they became 
serious. To see where you can take these and other items, check the Waste Wizard on 

the SDC website https://www.stroud.gov.uk. 
 

Planning and Enforcement: SDC’s refusal of planning permission for nine houses on 

the edge of Oakridge Lynch, next to The Crescent, has been appealed to the national 
Planning Inspectorate (S.24/055/APPREF). The Inspector sees all submissions and 

comments on the original application. The council is defending its original decision. An 
enforcement investigation by SDC officers of the ‘builder’s yard’ at the Lilyhorne 

crossroads outside Oakridge continues. 

https://www.stroud.gov.uk/
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Brimscombe Port Redevelopment: Developer St Modwen Homes is preparing a 

planning application to be submitted in the Spring. The development will meet Building 
with Nature and Building for Life standards, with a focus on nature and sustainability. 

The council has agreed to buy commercial units in the development, to rent to 
businesses or non-commercial enterprises, to give it greater control over the future 

character of the development. 
 

Stroudfunder: SDC’s crowdfunding scheme now has the first batch of projects inviting 
donations - including BATCOM, the new community compost scheme in Brimscombe; 

Stroud Library of Things Tool Share; and the Night Angels of Gloucestershire for 
women’s safety - with SDC financial support; a second round will be open in early 2025. 

https://www.spacehive.com/movement/stroud 
 

SDC Committee Positions: I have been appointed Chair of the Community Services 

and Licensing Committee, and have stood down from Development Control (planning). 
I will remain on Environment. 

As always, please contact me about any district council matters: Martin Brown, 

cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk  01452 770878 

 
 

LOCAL PLANNING NEWS 
 
Information relating to local planning issues, as outlined on the Stroud District Council 

website: https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications.   See the Parish 
Council website for local input.  Here is a summary of local planning news in the period  

16th November 2024 – 18th January 2025 
 

S.24/1916/HHOLD 
Erection of first floor extension, 2-storey extension and porch 

St Mawes, Waterlane 

 
Permitted 

S.24/2233/HHOLD 
Single storey garage extension and conversion to form ancillary 

accommodation 
Broadlooms, Bournes Green 

 
Awaiting 

Decision 

S.24/2203/HHOLD 
Replacement single storey side extension 

Crossways, Oakridge Lynch 

 
Awaiting 

Decision 

S.24/2195/HHOLD 
Single storey side extension, 2 dormer windows, extension and 

alterations to garage  
Norfolk Cottage, Oakridge Lynch 

 
Awaiting 

Decision 

S.24/2267/HHOLD 

Erection of conservatory 
Hillside, Oakridge Lynch 

 

Awaiting 
Decision 

S.24/2262/HHOLD 
2-storey and single storey side and rear extension, and other works 

The Forge, Waterlane 

 
Awaiting 

Decision 

 

 

https://www.spacehive.com/movement/stroud
about:blank
https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications
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COUNTY COUNCIL NEWS 

 

To contact our County Councillor: Cllr Susan Williams 

Susan.williams@gloucestershire.gov.uk    Mobile 07766318854   
 

 

BisCAN 
Bisley Climate Action Network 

BISLEY ,  EASTCOMBE &  OAKRIDGE   
 

 
bisleyeastcombeoakridgecan@gmail.com 

 

 

 

CITIZENS ADVICE 
 

We’re planning a summer getaway to Greece and I’m 
worried we’ll forget something important, which could 

ruin the holiday. What steps can we take to make sure 
we’re fully protected and prepared if anything goes 

wrong? 

 
Booking a holiday can be overwhelming, especially if it’s been a while since you last 

went away. It’s unlikely anything will go wrong, but we’ve prepared a simple checklist 
to make sure you can relax into your holiday knowing you’re protected from the 

unexpected. 
 

Check your passport is in date - especially for EU travel 
Renewing your passport can take several weeks and isn’t something to leave until the 

last minute. Check the validity of your passport for your trip on GOV.UK by finding out 
the entry requirements of the country you’re travelling to. 

If you’re heading to Europe, bear in mind EU countries don’t accept passports more 
than ten years old. This includes passports issued pre-Brexit, which may have longer 

expiry dates. Just remember, the golden rule for EU travel is: if your passport was 
issued over ten years ago, you’ll need to get it renewed. 

 
Know your rights if something goes wrong 

 

If your flight’s delayed long enough - usually two to four hours, depending on the 
journey - your airline must provide access to food and drink vouchers, phone calls and 

emails, and accommodation if you’re delayed overnight. If it’s cancelled, you’re legally 
entitled to a full refund or replacement flight to help you get to your destination. You’re 

also entitled to compensation if your airline delays, loses or damages your checked-in 
luggage. 

 

mailto:Susan.williams@gloucestershire.gov.uk
about:blank
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Get travel insurance 

Although it’s an extra expense, travel insurance can cover many of the things already 
mentioned, like flight delays and lost luggage, but also things like a holiday cancellation 

and medical emergencies. Citizens Advice recommends getting insurance as soon as 
you book a holiday to make sure you’re covered right away - but always check first to 

see if an existing insurance policy, or your bank account, covers what you need for your 
holiday. There’s no need to double up if you’re already covered! 

 
The chances are your holiday will be problem-free, but early planning and preparation 

can make all the difference. If you need advice on a consumer problem, head to the 
Citizens Advice website (www.citizensadvice.org.uk). 
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EDITOR’S NOTE 
 
Online Version of What’s On 

If you prefer the online version of What’s On and no longer want a paper copy, please 
email editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com with your name and address and I can adjust 

the printing circulation list. 
 

 
The 2024 accounts for information: 
 £ £ 

Opening balance 1st January 2024 832.04  
Donations received 720.00  

Advertising income 30.00  
Grants received 300.00  

What’s On printing costs  -832.00 
Closing balance 31st December 2024  £1050.04 

 
The accounts for this financial year saw the inclusion of the £600 donation from the 

Village Show raised in 2023. Thanks go to all those private individuals who have made 
generous donations to enable the printed copy to remain in circulation.   As can be 

seen, without an increase in income, the printed version will not be able to continue 

much beyond the end of this year, based on the printing cost for 2024.    Another 
survey will be circulated later this year, to explore the way forward. 
  

mailto:editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

FEBRUARY 2025 
 

Tues 4th   • Oakridge Walking Group 

• Garden Club, Village Hall 

10.00 am 

7.30 pm 
Weds 5th   • Film Night, Village Hall 

• Parish Council, Bisley 

6.45 pm 

7.30 pm 

Thurs 6th   • Café Church, St Bartholomew’s 10.00 am - noon 
Weds 12th  • Ladies Night 7.30 pm 

Thurs 13th  • WI, Village Hall 7.30 pm 

Tues 18th  • Oakridge Walking Group 10.00 am 
Weds 19th • Lunch Club, Village Hall Noon – 2.00 pm 

Weds 26th • History Group, Village Hall 7.30 pm 

 
MARCH 2025 

 

Tues 4th • Oakridge Walking Group 
• Pancake Lunch, Village Hall 

10.00 am 
Noon – 2.00 pm 

Weds 5th • Parish Council, Bisley 7.30 pm 

Thurs 6th  • Café Church, St Bartholomew’s 
• Blithe Spirit, Village Hall 

10.00 am – noon 
7.00 pm 

Fri 7th  • Blithe Spirit, Village Hall 7.00 pm 

Sat 8th • Blithe Spirit, Village Hall 7.00 pm 
Weds 12th  • Film Night, Village Hall 6.45 pm 

Thurs 13th  • WI, Village Hall 7.30 pm 

Tues 18th  • Oakridge Walking Group 10.00 am 
Weds 19th  • Lunch Club, Village Hall Noon – 2.00 pm 

Weds 26th • History Group, Village Hall 7.30 pm  

Sat 22nd  • What’s On Closing Date 5.00 pm 

Sat 29th  • Mothers’ Day Posie Making, Hillcroft 10.30 am 

Sun 30th • Mothering Sunday Worship,  

St Bartholomew’s 

9.30 am 

 

Saturday 22nd March, 5pm - CLOSING DATE 

for the April/May 2025 WHAT’S ON  
 
The What’s On is created from articles written by members of the community.  We have 
great regular contributors, but always welcome new features/writers/artwork for the 

cover.  Donations toward costs are always appreciated – please contact the editor for 

details. 
 

Editor: Victoria Beard        Email: editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com  

 
Disclaimer: The editor reserves the right to edit or omit material.     E&OE 

 

Printing by Wheatley Printers Ltd, Thrupp 


