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USEFUL INFORMATION

The village has 3 Defibrillators, situated at:
e The Village Hall (maintained by the OVHT)
e Ollie’'s Shop (maintained by the Village Show)
e Oakridge Parochial School (only available during term time)

Why not check out our online village communities.....

The village website - http://www.oakridgevillage.org - for up-to-date village
information, including Village Hall availability and Village Events Calendar, news
of films and events - sign up to receive this direct to your inbox via
www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist

facebook.com/Oakridge Village Network
facebook.com/Oakridge Village Hall, Oakridge Lynch

'@l ‘lnbtagrmm oakridgelynch Contact Claire Robinson on 07903 974577

if you'd like to submit some photographs, full credit will be

given
@ Village network
e Village Hall bookings - johnloosley40@gmail.com
e Butcher's Arms 07597 426083 or thebutchersarms.oakridgelynch@gmail.com
e Ollie’'s Shop - 01285 760239 Mon-Fri 9-5 Sat 9-1 Sun 9-12
e Oakridge Parochial School - 01285 760269
e Sign up to receive news of events, films and the What’s On direct to your email

inbox, via the village website — www. oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist

EDITOR’'S NOTE

As we near the end of another year, I'm sure we will remember all those members of
the community that are no longer with us, and also reflect on the achievements of the
many village groups and the social events that have taken place over the past twelve
months.

I'd like to take this opportunity to extend all good wishes for a peaceful Christmas
season, and a happy and healthy 2025.

Online Version of What's On

If you prefer the online version of What’s On and no longer want a paper copy, please
email editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com with your name and address and I can adjust
the printing circulation list.
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THE CHURCH IN OAKRIDGE

VICAR: Rev. S Murray 01452 770897
PCC SECRETARY: Kim Barber 01452 770626 or
silverbirches.waterlane@gmail.com

Service details and updates at www.bisleybenefice.org.uk, church and
village noticeboards

Greetings from the Church in Oakridge, may you feel the peace and love of God this
Christmas and blessings for 2025. We would be delighted to welcome you to any of
our services and festive events, including an evening of village carol singing on 19t
December - details below.

A series of open meetings are now underway to determine changes enabling the Church
to flourish in a sustainable way. We would appreciate your thoughts and comments. If
you were unable to attend one of the meetings across the benefice, please consider
talking to Sue, the vicar.

As this goes to press, 16" November, there will be a fundraising candlelit recital for
Saint Bartholomew's Church. It promises to be a wonderful evening, and we are very
grateful to the world class musicians and organisers who have made this possible.

An informal House Group continues to meet fortnightly, sharing a meal together before
reading and discussing a section of the Bible. For more information, please contact
Sharon Dawes 07979 522281 or Willem de Jager 07857 535122.

The Harvest Supper was enjoyed by many. Our grateful thanks go to Alison Mills for
providing such a delicious meal.

DECEMBER 2024

15t Christingle - Morning Worship 9.30 am
5t Thursday Cafe Church with Carols 10 -12 noon
15"  Holy Communion 9.30 am
16"  Open the Book with the school children 10.10 am - Story of the Wise Men
17" School Nativity 6.00 pm
19t Village Carols 5.30 pm
24t Christmas Eve - Children's Crib Service 4.00 pm
- Carol Service 7.00 pm
25t Christmas Day Celebration Holy Communion 9.30 am

JANUARY 2025

5t Morning Worship 9.30 am
19t Holy Communion 9.30 am
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CAFE CHURCH

Café Church is going well and there is quite a buzz. So come along and meet your
friends, chat and eat cake! We welcome newcomers and hopefully they also enjoy the
camaraderie.

We welcomed John Bailey at our last Café morning, who presented his art works of
painting and pottery and cards. So, a big thank you John for coming along and
spending time with us and for those who supported him. John has an Open Day at the
end of the month which I am sure the village will support.

Our next coffee morning is on Thursday 5th December starting at our usual time
of 10am-12. It is our last coffee morning until April 2025. We will deck the church
with some decorations and hopefully hold a Christmas Raffle. There will be the usual
homemade cakes, and some mince pies. As it's Christmas we thought it would be nice
to finish the year off with a few Christmas Carols. So, bring your Christmas voices with
you and hopefully we will make a joyful sound.

This is my last entry to “"What's On” so I wish everyone a Happy Christmas and a
Peaceful and Joyous New Year”.

Best wishes
Café Church Team

CAROL SINGING

Hello Everyone,

It's that time of year again, when keen carol singers
are sharpening their voices ready to tour Oakridge
and raise money for charity. This year it would be
lovely to raise money for Home Start.

We plan to meet at the Village Shop on 19t December
at 5.30pm, and sing to as many houses as we can,
ending up at the Butchers Arms around 7pm, where
they will kindly welcome us with mulled wine and
mince pies.

If you would like to join us this year, please phone
Louisa on 01285 760684 so that we can have an idea of numbers to give to the pub.
If you can’t make it by 5.30pm, please feel free to find us and join us, or meet at the
pub for a singsong. As an Oakridge resident, it would be helpful if you could let us
know beforehand if you would like us to call, and your preferred time, so we don’t
interfere with your evening meal.

See you soon,
Louisa
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STROUD FOOD BANK

Many thanks to all who have contributed to Stroud Food Bank this year, and to
Ollie's Shop for providing a collection point for the goods.

Every year the Stroud District Foodbank lovingly prepares Christmas Hampers
that go to local households. These hampers provide some extra treats to bring
cheer over the holidays to those finding it difficult to provide for their families.
If you are able, please give generously this Christmas. Non-perishable food
items, toiletries and an additional little something are very much appreciated.
Linda Reardon

RALPH TURNER

Formerly of Lightpill Stores and Oakridge Post Office, Ralph passed away at
Scarlet House on 28t October, aged 96 years. Beloved husband of the late
Peggy, and a much loved Dad, Grampy, Great-Grampy and Uncle.

Ralph was featured in the ‘Spotlight’ in October 2022, and will be much missed
within the community.

BOXING DAY 5K FUN RUN

start. All welcome to walk, jog, run and
spectate. No entry, just turn up. No time limit,
no prizes. An opportunity to burn off some
Christmas calories.

J& i‘: We will meet at the Playing Fields for a 0900
'

For details contact Paul Timms 07949 785374

OAKRIDGE WALKING GROUP

Need some company while getting some exercise? Then come and join us. We're a
friendly, local walking group who meet every other Tuesday morning for a walk and a
natter. Walks are typically about 5 miles, start at 10 am and last around 2.5 hours.

If you would like to join the group on any of these walks, please contact Keith or Helen
Dewhirst on 01452 770560. A warm welcome awaits you.
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JOHN & ANN FRY REMEMBERED

- the road to meet

- John & Ann Fry were married on July 5% 1958, and
although they had their individual interests one phrase
that has been mentioned by almost everyone who knew
them is that "they came as a pair". For myself and
Martin, of course, they were Mum & Dad, always in our
lives until August 24th, when Dad passed away
peacefully in his sleep, followed by Mum's death on
September 5th.

Previously featured in the "Spotlight On" article, many
of you will have read about them, many of you knew
them and have your own memories, so I thought I
would share some of my more personal ones with you.

. Some of my
earliest memories
are toddling along

Dad coming home
from work - the
roar of the BSA
engine coming
down towards the

top of the Nelson hill told me that it was time to set
off as fast as my very little legs would carry me
towards Gran Fry's field (now Applecroft) where
Dad would lift me up and sit me in front of him, my
little hands gripping onto the petrol cap and Dad
with a large leather gauntleted arm around my
waist. Happily, the motorbike in question is

currently being restored around 2 miles away from my home in rural Aberdeenshire,
so I look forward to hearing the roar of EFK 46 once more.

Many hours were spent in the kitchen with Mum learning how to make cakes and pastry
(not very successfully with hot and sticky childhood fingers) with a floury apron being
Mum's usual item of clothing. Poor Dad had to endure many homemade treacle tarts
for Fathers' Day consisting of crumbled Weetabix, golden syrup and very solid
pastry! Her patience paid off and baking at home now still evokes happy memories of
the red "drop down" cabinet in the kitchen and the solid clunk of the Rayburn oven
door. Now that my fingers are cleaner and cooler the pastry is definitely up to standard,
I hasten to add! Mum definitely had the better deal for Mothers' Day gifts getting home
grown flowers from my little patch of the garden under the expert instruction from

Dad.
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Martin and I played for hours in the garden, often
climbing on the woodpile by an old Victoria plum tree,
stopping as Concorde flew overhead or, at weekends,
pausing to watch the practice sessions of the Red
Arrows. The plum tree barely bore any fruit, so the
decision was made to cut it down and build a
. greenhouse - Dad's pride and joy right up until this
summer. Of course as soon as this decision was made
and the greenhouse ordered, the plum tree had so many
plums on it that a branch snapped under the weight of
fruit! The volume of delicious cucumbers and tomatoes
grown over the years however, made the sacrifice of
this tree well worth it. Pinching out the side shoots and
thinning out the leaves on the tomato plants was an
emotional task this summer but the tomatoes were
delicious and Dad would have been very happy that they
were looked after, nurtured and enjoyed.

I could fill an entire edition with stories, but very often it will be random sounds and
smells as well as sights that lead us all into nostalgic thoughts - so I'll leave you with
some of those for each of them. For Mum any Frank Sinatra song playing on a stereo,
the smell of baking or Anne French cleansing milk (can you even get it now?) and the
dusting of flour across a work surface. For Dad the roar of a throaty motorbike engine
or Dire Straits songs playing on the radio, the aroma of a tomato side shoot pinched
out between my fingernails, engine oil or fresh compost and the sight of hew seedlings
pushing their way through the soil in spring.

Lastly Martin and I would like to express our thanks to The Butchers Arms for hosting
the celebration of life for Mum and Dad. To everyone who came along, all of you who
have sent cards, messages, letters and made phone calls we are so grateful for the
outpouring of warmth and affection, it has made an extremely difficult time so much
easier to bear.

Val & Martin Fry

LADIES NIGHT

Ladies Night has hosted the last soiree for 2024, but will resume in 2025, every second
Wednesday of the month. All ladies are welcome to join us from 7 pm. If you are new
to the village, this is a great way to get to meet your neighbours and our friendly bunch
will always provide a warm welcome!!

For information, contact Lorna Fallace (lorna.fallace@gmail.com) or Tamzin Hutton
(tamzin@tamzinhutton.com).
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MUSIC IN OAKRIDGE

A Candlelit Recital

St Bartholemew’s was resplendent with candlelight on 16t November as we welcomed
three top class performers from the world of classical music. Gabriella Swallow on cello,
Milos Milivojevi¢ on harpsichord and Lizzie Ball on violin and vocals. From Vivaldi’s four
seasons to Edith Piaf’s La Vie en Rose, from six Romanian folk songs to In the Bleak
Mid-winter, the amazing sounds filled the church and delighted all 125 of our
community who gathered on a crisp November night.

Such was the inaugural event of Music in Oakridge, set up to bring beautiful music to
our village and raise much-needed funds for the church. In donations alone we raised
an incredible £676, and to that we will add all proceeds from ticket sales after costs.

Some of the lovely comments we have received:

“What an amazing evening!! Beautiful music and the church looked magical,
so alive with stunning lighting and foliage - so lovely to see the church being
used in this way!”

"An amazing evening, fantastic music in the most wonderful setting. A
triumph.”

"The quality of music was high, the decoration of the church was
impressive and the performers struck a good balance between impressive
skill and a relaxed atmosphere.”

"The church was unrecognisable with beautiful lighting. A wonderful
atmosphere with a packed church and a super joyful evening. The recital
was dreamy with excellent musicianship. What a professional experience
from beginning to end!”

We would like to offer our sincere thanks to Alistair Matchett of Watercombe
Investments for his generous sponsorship, Bisley-with-Lypiatt Parish Council
for awarding us a local grant, Gaza Westfall for the amazing foliage arrangements,
Steve Hutton for the wonderful website, Steve Lilleyman for photography, Jack
Wimperis for lighting, all our helpers on the night, and of course all of you who attended
and kindly gave your donations.

We'll soon be putting plans in place for the next Music in Oakridge event, so if you have
any recommendations for top class performers please let us know, and do keep an eye
out for news on https://musicinoakridge.co.uk/

The Music in Oakridge team
Jane Curzon, Tony Salmon, Penny Newton


https://musicinoakridge.co.uk/
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OAKRIDGE PAROCHIAL SCHOOL

I would like to take the opportunity to introduce myself as the
new Executive Headteacher for Oakridge Parochial School, as
part of the Federation with Bisley Blue Coat Church of England
Primary School.

I feel extremely honoured to have
been appointed into the role, and [
have really enjoyed getting to know the school community in |
my first few months in post, in which it is has been lovely to |
see how the community contribute to the life of our school. I §
also recognise the wonderful setting, and village that the #
school sits within. I look forward to exploring further in the |
year ahead, and getting to meet more members of the
community in doing so.

Oakridge Parchial

We have enjoyed a busy and productive start to the school year, with the pupils really
settling into the rhythm and routines of their learning. Among many other things, the
pupils have enjoyed a fabulous whole-school trip to We the Curious in Bristol, while
Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 experienced a day at the Cheltenham Literature Festival, attending
a talk with the author Katherine Rundell. As a school community, we have also enjoyed
developing and exploring the school's new vision strapline, 'Through our roots we
flourish', and we have really embraced visiting the Church every Friday for our collective
celebration worship.

Over the course of the last six months, the number of pupils on roll has grown notably,
representative of the wonderful environment for children to enjoy their education. If
you would like to come and visit the school as a prospective family, or if you know of
any families who would be interested in coming to see our school, we encourage
families to make an appointment at a time that suits them.

Looking ahead to the festive season, we have a range of events planned in. We hold
our Christingle at the Church on the afternoon of Friday 13t December, followed by
both our Christmas lunch at the Village Hall, and then our evening Christmas
performance in the Church on Tuesday 17% December.

Best wishes

Ross Irwin

Executive Headteacher

Bisley Blue Coat & Oakridge Parochial (CE) Schools.

Tel:
Bisley Blue Coat School 01452 770 251
Oakridge Parochial School 01285 760 269
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LUNCH CLUB

Join us for a 2-course lunch and friendly conversation, every 3™
- Wednesday of the month for only £8 per person

PR AT

To book your place, contact Ali Mills on 01285 760568 (please
| call by the Friday before the lunch)

Upcoming dates:

4" December — Christmas Party
15" January 2025
19" February 2025

A plea from a regular member......

The Village Lunch Club always takes place on the 3™ Wednesday of each month: with
2 courses and at £8.00 including free drink on arrival, it is very good value. Alison
and her helpers put a lot of time and effort into making it an enjoyable occasion.
However Alison is increasingly concerned about the number of no shows that happen
by people that say they are coming but then don't turn up!! For example, at the October
Lunch there were 7/8 who said they were coming but didn’t turn up! This meant that
Alison had over catered, and a considerable amount of food was left over. This has
consequences in trying to keep the cost down at £8 per head. If you have said that you
are coming then subsequently cannot make it, then please let Ali know on the preceding
Friday before the Lunch. Ali's number is 01285 760568. PLEASE make every effort to
do this otherwise the £8 per person cost is going to have to be reviewed, which will
penalise everyone!!

Clive Reardon

OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY CHOIR

OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY CHOIR rehearse every Monday morning 11-12.30pm in the
village hall. We sing acapella (without backing instruments) - many different styles of
music but all designed to be uplifting and life-affirming! There are no auditions - just
come along any Monday to try it out for free. You won't need to read music or ever
sing on your own! We currently have around 25 singers - all very friendly and
welcoming. We are currently working towards Christmas but the new term will start
on Jan 6th 2025. For more information, have a look at our
website www.thecommonvoices.com

The Choir is joining with choirs from Nailsworth and Amberley to perform at St George's
Church, Nailsworth on Saturday 7t December. The concert will start at 12pm although
you are welcome to arrive earlier as tea and cake will be served in the room next to
the church from 11am. We'll be singing a wide range of uplifting songs and a sprinkling
of Christmas tunes to get you in the festive mood!


http://www.thecommonvoices.com/
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MY LIFE AS AN ARTIST BY JOHN BAILEY

I think many people feel that being an artist and potter is a rather solitary existence.
In fact nothing is farther from the truth. Thankfully I have made many good friends
through my teaching demonstrations and exhibitions. Actually, I enjoy the social
contact as much as painting and pottery. What a wonderful life! To be able to paint
outside, ‘en plein aire’, to mould clay into pots, mugs, jugs or figures, is an immensely
satisfying and therapeutic process. I particularly enjoy it when the school children
come to my Open Studio, up the back track, laughing and chatting, they are always
really interested and it is one of the best moments of the week!

I particularly enjoy encouraging people to get into painting and seeing the pleasure
they get from their achievements and for friends and family who want to try their hands
at pottery. People say ‘oh, I can’t paint’ but I always say that it is something that can
be learnt, and encourage them to have a go!

In recent years, since losing my wife, I do my Open Studio in aid of Cancer Research
and have raised over £12,000 for this important charity, which I am keen to continue
supporting. I would love you to come to my Open Studio this year to see my work and
help support Cancer Research. It runs from Saturday 30t November to Sunday 8t
December, 11 to 4pm each day, but if you want to come during the week it would be
helpful if you could call or email first. 01285 760659 or jrsbailey@yahoo.co.uk.
Address: Winsley Cottage, Oakridge Lynch, GL6 7NZ.

OAKRBGE FBLM NIGHT

The showings of Wicked Little Lies on 2"d October, and The Mercy on 6" November
were popular, so why not come along to join us for the last film of 2024 - Thelma -
on 4t December. It's a great night out for £6, with a well-stocked bar, and ice cream
interval. As always, please reserve tickets via www.oakridgevillage.org/boxoffice to
give us an idea of numbers. Doors open at 6.45pm, film starts at 7.30pm. Please note,
CARD PAYMENTS ONLY.

To find out more about upcoming films (and other village events), sign up to the What's
On Mailing List at www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist. - this will give you a sneak
preview of this film.

As we head towards the end of 2024, and another successful year of film viewing, we'd
love to hear your thoughts and suggestions for future films in 2025 and beyond. Email
oakridgewhatson@gmail.com with your ideas.



mailto:jrsbailey@yahoo.co.uk
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OAKRIDGE GARDEN CLUB

So another year draws to a close for our very active Oakridge
Garden Club members. We are looking forward to our final event
of the year, our Christmas Soiree on Tuesday 3™ December, at the
village hall.

The following favourites will be on offer to members:
Croustade canapés
Cherry Tomatoes with mozzarella and basil
Cheese & biscuit selection

Honey glazed mini sausages

Mini mince pies

Chocolate brownie squares

Sicilian lemon tart

Wine and soft drinks

A prize winning Quiz

And the joy of being amongst friends

If you would like to join the club next year, then please come along to our first meeting
of 2025 on Tuesday 4th February, at 7pm. The committee are in full swing planning
outings to gardens, interesting talks and we will have our Summer party, and Christmas
soiree.

It would be great if we could do village Open Gardens in 2025 ... give it a go why don't
you...?
Cheryl

GILL FARRAR’'S OAKRIDGE RAINWATCH

As measured by my rain gauge, recent rainfall levels were as
/:;:\\-\\ follows:
\ J September .... 220.9 mm .... about 8.6 ins - the wettest month of
\\\ the year

October .... 111.8 mm .... about 4.4 ins
November (to 13t) ... 6 mm .... about 0.2 ins
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OAKRIDGE VILLAGE HALL

OAKRIDGE
VILLAGE
HALL
TRUST

ICommitted to providing quality social space for our community|

Very many thanks go to John Rhodes, who has retired this year after

Registered Charity

20 years auditing the OVHT financial accounts. Number 301590

The AGM was held on 30t October, with a small number of villagers in attendance, who
received the following report from the Chair, Paul Timms. Further information,
minutes, financial information etc, is available from the Secretary, Chris Gregg email:
chrisgreggl73@gmail.com

Oakridge Village Hall Trust
Chair’s Report November 2023 to October 2024

The Village Hall has hosted a number of events in the last twelve months.

We started with Defibrillator training in November hosted by Sophie McCracken. We are
repeating the event on the 22nd November 2024. It's a refresher as well as a learning
session for those attending for the first time.

We held for the first time, a Political Hustings in March to allow the prospective
parliamentary candidates for the North Cotswolds constituency to represent their views.
Geoffrey Clifton Brown, Paul Hodgkinson and Chloe Turner answered questions on a
range of subjects with passion and enthusiasm.

The Pancake Lunch hosted by Ali Mills was enjoyed by those that attended, and raised
funds towards a new industrial dish washer. We'd like to express our thanks to Rob
Gal for installing the replacement.

The Hall was used as a polling station for the General Election in July.

There have been ten film nights, for which I'd personally like to thank the volunteers.
A lot of thought goes into selecting movies. We now have an additional license with
Film Bank Media. Please pass on your recommendations and ideas for future shows.

The hugely successful village show in September allowed the hall to show case produce
and crafts. We are extremely grateful to the show committee for donating a thousand
pounds towards our appeal for a second defibrillator in the village. Along with donations
and contributions from individuals and the Department for Health and Social Care, the
defibrillator has been fitted to the external wall by the kitchen. It will cover activities in
the hall, allotments, playing field and the hamlets. We will ring fence the remaining
funds for ongoing maintenance and replacement of batteries and pads when required.

Maintenance has continued throughout the year by Trustees and paid professionals.
Hiring is pivotal to the success of the Hall. We need a continual source of revenue to
make the Hall flourish. There are no local government subsidies for day to day running
costs. We anticipate the coming year’s budget to be £800+ per month. That covers the
costs of repairs, maintenance, water, oil, insurance, fire and security, licensing, new
work, event costs, cleaning and miscellaneous sundries.
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We have one big customer who we work closely with to ensure the hall is used to
maximum capacity in the evenings. We protect social and regular meetings from
societies that originate in Oakridge and the Hamlets. We have many hours during the
week days when we would like to see utilisation. We have excellent facilities for
meetings. Please pass on our details to organisations looking for space. Our rates are
highly competitive in an extremely attractive area.

All our trustees are unpaid volunteers, they are outstanding in their commitment to
improving the hall. Without the trustees and villagers who use the Hall it wouldn’t be
the success that it is.

Thank you

OAKRIDGE HISTORY GROUP

Our speaker in September was Simon Draper, the new county
editor of the Victoria County History (VCH) Gloucestershire. He
began by telling us a little about about the VCH project, begun in
1899, and aiming to write the history of every parish, town and
township and record England’s places and people from earliest times to the present
day. Over 230 of the VCH’s signature '‘Big Red Books’ have been published to date, of
which 13 are on Gloucestershire. A team of historians and volunteers continues to work
to record areas of the county not so far recorded, and several more volumes are in
preparation.

Simon went on to give a fascinating account of making a living on the River Severn
using his own extensive research on Minsterworth and Elmore for the VCH as a basis.
We learned about how the river and ancient embankments and sea walls shaped the
landscape and therefore people’s lives and means of living for centuries. Accounts of
floods, illustrations of the many ways of harvesting the fish with elaborate weirs and
conical baskets and methods for allowing boats to get past the fish weirs, details of
different types of boats for different purposes, employment in boat building in the
villages (at one time there were 25 shipbuilders recorded in the census) and the
dramatic drop in shipping once the Sharpness canal opened, kept a small group of us
enthralled. In addition, Simon’s enthusiasm for tiny personal details alongside the
bigger geographical and historical picture was entertaining. For example, his
recollection of chatting after one of his talks to an elderly lady who told him of crossing
the river by ferry from Elmore every day to go to school in Minsterworth, and his
illustration of one of the boats on the river built by a man whose job was building either
boats or coffins, to much the same design, were appreciated.

In October we had 2 presentations. The first was a showing of a film called Rivers of
Cloth which explained the various processes in the woollen cloth industry in the Stroud
area. There was interesting archive footage of work in the old factories and
reminiscences of former employees which demonstrated the importance of this industry
in the area. The second presentation was by John Loosley on Oakridge silk mill. This
was a silk throwing mill, one of many in the Chalford area during the second half of the
19 th century. Silk throwing consisted of preparing silk thread for weaving and provided
much needed employment in the area, particularly for children and women, during a
period of high unemployment.
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The November meeting is by Pete Moore on Further Archaeology in the Area and a
report will follow in the February edition of What’s On.

Our next talk is in February when Andy Meller will talk about cider making in
Gloucestershire, so we wish everyone a good Christmas and New Year break.
John Loosley & Kay Rhodes

NATURE NOTES FROM WATERLANE

' Grey squirrels are not to everyone’s liking but one has to
admire their intelligence and ingenuity. For some time I
have been trying to outwit them with my bird feeders but
they have always come out on top. They have unscrewed
or loosened parts to obtain the seed even with substantial
guards around them. However, I have obtained feeders
from the R.S.P.B that closes the feeding ports when the
squirrels arrive on the feeder, this is due to their excess
weight. It was fascinating to watch them try every angle
to obtain the seed, but I think they have finally admitted
defeat.

The grey squirrel is a widespread and abundant alien, and is the familiar species of
parks, gardens and woods. It is native to North America and was introduced to our
region in 1876. For the next 50 years or so a succession of people continued this
hairbrained strategy, since then this species has expanded its range, and its numbers
have increased dramatically. It is little short of an ecological disaster with the impact
on the red squirrel and due to consuming most of their nut harvest, the dormouse. In
forestry circles they are considered a pest because of their bark-stripping habits.

The grey squirrel is generally solitary and in hours of darkness it spends the night in its
drey which is built of twigs and leaves high up in the tree. It does not hibernate but will
not emerge from its drey if it is cold and wet. They will be often seen in winter foraging
for their cache of nuts they have stored when there was plenty.

Alan White

THE VILLAGE LOCAL

In the previous publication of What’s On, there was an article on the importance to the
community of the local pub. When we moved here, and even before then, we found the
Butcher’'s Arms was our best friend. Full of lovely, welcoming, helpful, regulars and
locals; the essence of community.

This made me think of another near-local, Laurie Lee, a famous devotee of the
Woolpack. But that wasn't the only famous pub where he was a local. When he walked
to London, he lived nearby to another famous local, called the Queen’s EIm, in Chelsea.
His local for 20 years. In his book, Village Christmas, and Other Notes on the English
Year (from which I quote) he highlights the importance of this local pub to its
community, where all ‘take it for granted they can mix in temporary armistice, as they
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might passengers on the Ark’. Why? ‘I just reckon it’s the people you get’. ‘You know
you’ll always meet someone you know, even if he is the biggest cad, south of Tring'.
‘The customers are most varied and constantly evolving bunch ever to gather together
under one tavern roof. They include diplomats, doctors, drifters, cops and robbers,
judges, painters and decorators, actors, writers, spies, chaps who will mend your car,
your roof, or your mind’. ‘The long list of characters is not always present’. ‘The blend
may, and does, vary, but strangely the essential feel remains familiar; blindfold, you
would always know you were there.” All of life is present ‘the famous, the lonely, the
suicidal, even the bores’. ‘This is the time for extravagance, wit, generosity, intrigue,
time for vast vegetable loves to grow’. ‘What we have known at The EIms we have not
known elsewhere, could have not known elsewhere, and may never quite know again’

The essence of a local is unique, created by all that attend, special for the community
it creates. Our local is no different. A thread that binds people together. ‘When absent
from the bar, a fire — metaphorically and literally - is out’.

What, I hear you say, happened to the amazing Elms, founded in 1667, and its valuable
place in the community of Chelsea? Needless to say, it closed. Laurie Lee was,
however, instrumental in saving the Woolpack, when it was threatened with being
developed into a private house in the 1980s.

I know we are fortunate to have many other local clubs and events dedicated to bringing
our community together, they are all essential; all spokes of the same wheel, but none
as ancient as a village pub; connecting all of us through the mists of time.
Gaza Westfall

Rotary

Club of Stroud

STROUD ROTARY
COMMUNITY AWARDS

A programme to support organisations within the Stroud area
with a grant of up to £500.

If a small grant would make a real difference to your
community project, apply for a Stroud Rotary Community
Award. Nothing is too small to be considered.

For more details go to : www.stroudrotary.org.uk
or email :
community.awards.stroud.rotary@gmail.com

Closing Date for Applications is 6:00 p.m. 31st January 2025

Charity Number 1049604
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TWINNING ASSOCIATION

A big thank you everyone who attended
another very successful Curry+Quiz in

d- November at Oakridge Village Hall. The funds
raised will go to help subsidise the cost of next

‘ sreasanssnnns spring’s long weekend at our twinned village
s Sl of Plessala in Brittany. The Association is

very inclusive: the trip is open to everyone in
our area who supports the aims of the
Association and would like to come.
Accommodation in France will be provided to
us free of charge at the homes of members of the French twinning association (Comité
du Jumelage), and from our arrival at Plessala all outings and social events throughout
the weekend will also be at no cost to us.

Next year will be the 33™ year of the twinning between the villages. Whether you have
been to Plessala numerous times during those years, or next year would be your very
first time, you can be sure of a hearty welcome. Don’t worry, speaking French isn't
obligatory: lots of the Plessaliens will be happy to try out their English on you and even
failing that, a weekend of multi-lingual charades generally works.

Our coach will be leaving from outside Thomas Keble School late afternoon on Thursday
29th May to catch the overnight ferry to Cherbourg. In France on the Friday, we will
take a leisurely drive to Plessala, stopping on the way for breakfast, some retail therapy
for French goodies, and lunch, arriving in Plessala in the afternoon.

The weekend will include at least one communal trip
out with our French hosts to a beauty spot in Brittany,
very likely a village dinner/dance on the Saturday night
and there will be time to explore the area with our
French hosts in small groups on the Sunday. For the
return journey, the coach will leave Plessala on the
Monday morning of 2" June, for a daytime ferry
crossing from St Malo, and we should arrive back at
Eastcombe in good time on the Monday evening.

sl \\Ve cannot be precise about cost at the moment, as
the more people who go, the less the contribution for each of us for the coach hire and
ferry crossing, and as we’ve said above, there will be a substantial contribution from
the money you’ve helped us raise in social events over the year. At the moment, we
know about 20 people who have registered an interest in coming; if you feel tempted
to join us on the trip, please contact any of us for more details:

Paul Hunt: paul@selsleyfoods.com or phone 07814-621700
Ali Swinburne: ali.swinburne@gmail.com or phone 07710-710227
John Hughes: mail@jmhughes.plus.com or phone 07810-123511

Read more about the Association at: www.bisleytwinning.org.uk
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THE OAKRIDGE PLAYERS

OAKRIDGE
PLAYERS

Rehearsals are in full swing for Noel Coward’s Blithe Spirit. The play
(described by Coward as ‘an improbable farce’) was a smash hit in
the 1940’s and in subsequent decades when revived including on
Broadway in recent years. Described by one critic as ‘timeless
comedy with witty dialogue, comic characters and dry martinis’, the
Oakridge Players look forward to entertaining you with
performances on 5th, 7th and 8th of March of this classic farce.
Look out for ticket details next year!

In the meantime if you would like to know more about the Players or would like to join
us, please go to http://www.oakridgeplayers.com/.

INVASION

all things change,it was ever thus
though sad it is for the few.of us
who rue the loss of roadside ramble
between the boughs beside the bramble
thanks to those (seduced we suppose
by the romance of cotswold rose)

who choose to force enormous cranes
along our ancient pack-horse lanes
thereby causing communal turmoil

in vanity-building on humble soil.
they mangle more than merest road
who have no care for hare or toad
gone the glow-worm gone the spurges
gone the vetches from the verges.

if this is 'progress' a few do say
they rue the day it came their way
if this is "progress' i do confess
my inner luddite it does distress
yet He knows an even bigger curse-
one that is becoming ever worse-

as all hours they besiege the skies
above hills bereft of butterflies
who amongst us chafes or complains
about the tramsatlantic aeroplanes?
why purblind eye and tome-deaf ear
to what we can clearly see and hear?
all day all night they come to shred
the spiritual spacescape overhead.
oh i never thought to see the day
cotswold sky got betrayed this waye.

yh\ povitt



http://www.oakridgeplayers.com/
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Spotlight on............

Gordon and Maureen Ward

A talented local family of artists

Gordon was born and brought up in Norfolk. He won a scholarship to his local grammar
school where a younger brother later also became a pupil. Gordon's interest in art was
encouraged by his art teacher. He did well at school, but it was his talent for art, and
a keenness for the subject as well as that encouragement, that took him to The Norwich

School of Art.

Here he was invited to join an older group of
artists called the Norwich 20 Group who gave
him the confidence to continue pursuing an
artistic career.

With the encouragement of the Artist Michael
Andrews, he applied for The Slade School of
Fine Art, where he was accepted and was
further funded by his local authority. However,
before taking up his place he was conscripted
into the army. After 6 months 'basic training'
he was sent to Korea. But it was a week's R and
R in Japan that proved the more significant
experience for someone brought up in rural
Norfolk.

Eventually he returned to take up his place at

the Slade. After graduating he was offered a part-time job at the Cheltenham School
of Art. Maureen was already there as head of textile design. They got on well. Gordon
lured her away from an already established

4

boyfriend. He somehow achieved her parents
approval and Gordon and Maureen went on to marry
in Carlisle, the home of Maureen's parents.

They had three children all of whom inherited the
artistic talent and inclination. Helen attended the
foundation course in Cheltenham and then went on
to study for a degree in Illustration and Design at
Brighton Polytechnic. After graduating she went on
to become an illustrator and author of children's
books. Nathan worked for a few years and then also
went to art college. After a year's foundation course
he was accepted at St Martins School of Art in

London following Francesca, the youngest, onto the illustration course. Nathan then
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went on to the illustration course at the Royal College of Art. Francesca also took her
studies further...and into printmaking.

Francesca married Tony and has two children. She worked in publishing and set up her
own business making and selling her own designs.

Nathan became a lecturer in art.

With a house empty of offspring, Maureen and Gordon, now retired, decided to build
themselves a new and draught-free home. They had Art College connections local to
Oakridge. Gordon remembers visiting Will Symonds in his studio at The Frith.

They heard of a building plot for sale next to
Lynch Cottage ... and bought it.
Two years later work began on the house.
Maureen and Gordon moved into Prospect
House in July 1997.

Gordon built a sizeable studio for
himself....and Maureen. They made a garden  *
on an almost impossible slope and were very Be X Bl Tve oM SIS )
happy.

Twelve years ago Maureen showed signs of dementia. She was able with the help of
Gordon and the family, to stay at home until a fall and significant deterioration made
this too difficult and she had to be cared for elsewhere. Maureen died in May this year.
Prospect house is still a family home. Helen and Fran and Tony her husband, live locally.
Nathan visits from London.

Alfie and Matilda, the grandchildren now grown up also visit.

Stroud and the valleys are home to colleagues and the children of colleagues from the
Art School days and are 'littered' with the many years’ worth of students that Maureen
and Gordon taught ....and the children of those students .. and their children too.

Helen Ward. November 2024

If you would like to be featured ‘in the Spotlight’, please contact Sue Wise.
07766 705357. 01285 762800
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OAKRIDGE WI

It was very remiss of me not to have mentioned Ann Fry in my last

report (it had gone to the editor). Ann was a stalwart member of the

WI for over 60 years, serving as President, Secretary, Treasurer and
What's On reporter from its start, also sending reports to the local
INSPIRING WOMEN press. She, like me, married into Oakridge from “away” - we bonded.
The family gave Ann and John, married for 66 years, a lovely joint farewell get-
together. Thank you.

10t October our speaker was Steve Rowley “Glos Folk and Fairy Tales”. Steve has
researched his topic and continues to do so. Asked about local tales, we could only
think of the Bisley Boy, however he nudged our memories with some he had collected
- "0ld Jack of Wootton” being one: the name occurs frequently in tales, Jack and the
Beanstalk being one.

14" November our 101t AGM followed the normal format. Followed by an ordinary
meeting, the main item on the agenda being organising our Christmas party, which will
be in house, inviting fellow members from local WIs to join us. Entertainment was a
quiz organised by Sue R. Playing in pairs, it became a fun filled, laughable time when
we realised the strength of our knowledge (or not). Winner Alison and Julia, who played
their ‘joker’ on the food and drink round.

12th December Party Time

oth January 2025 the speaker will be Kirstie Bingham via zoom - midwife, herbalist,
surgeon - witch?

Visitors are always welcome: we think £4 is a fair charge which does not undercut the
regular members’ subscription costs.

Happy Christmas wishes to you all, and all Best Wishes for the New Year.
Mary Fern

OAKRIDGE CRICKET CLUB

Oakridge Cricket Club
Est 1900

If you would like to join, support, donate to the club, or help out in any way, for more information
please contact: Mark Robbins mlrobbins@btinternet.com
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BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT PARISH COUNCIL

Please see the Parish Council website for Ward information and minutes of Council
meetings www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk.
Next PC meetings: Wednesday 4 December 2024 and Wednesday 8t" January 2025

Any issues in the Oakridge Ward of our Parish please contact
Cllr Roger Budgeon - roger@greenshopgroup.co.uk

Clir Dennis Robbins - d.robbins1945@btinternet.com

Cllr Beth Hughes - beth.hughes@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk
Cllr Ian Greves - ian.greves@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk

Parish Clerk:
E: admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk

Oakridge News
It's been a standard few months looking at the usual!!

The flooding issue nr Mannesty Farm, has hopefully been alleviated somewhat. I'll be
keeping an eye on it, but hopefully it will be passable this winter.

January next year, I'll be looking at the top of Farm Lane, the verges and triangle with
Highways and seeing what we can do to tidy it up.

The speed camera picked up an average of 8% speeding violations over the month that
it was there, along the stretch coming into Oakridge Lynch. Next stop is Waterlane,
which I think will be interesting.

Please if you're having building work done can you keep an eye on your construction
vehicles parking near junctions. I have seen some pretty dangerously parked white
vans and lorries, and if you are coming up to junctions as a driver, it makes it very
difficult to see if it is all clear to pull out. It is also dangerous for pedestrians, who have
to walk around the masses of parked vehicles.

Some of you might be aware that we are in the process of asking for new bins/dog bins
in Bournes Green, Far Oakridge and Waterlane at present. Not an easy task, but we
are pushing... fingers crossed.

This will be the last post of 2024 and then we will be into 2025! On behalf of Roger,
Ian, Dennis and myself we would like to wish everyone in our Parish a happy and
healthy Christmas. Here's to New Year with more potholes being filled!!

We have upgraded our email system now, so if you wish to get in contact with me with
issues and ideas then please email me on: b.hughes@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk from
now on.

All the very best for 2025, under our big skies, which we call home.
Beth


http://www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/
mailto:roger@greenshopgroup.co.uk
mailto:d.robbins1945@btinternet.com
mailto:admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk
mailto:b.hughes@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk
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LOCAL PLANNING NEWS

Information relating to local planning issues, as outlined on the Stroud District Council
website: https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications. See the Parish
Council website for local input. Here is a summary of local planning news in the period
21st September - 16t November 2024

S.24/1522/HHOLD
Pitched gable dormer window to front and flat roof dormer to rear Permitted
5 The Crescent, Oakridge Lynch

S.24/1916/HHOLD
Erection of first floor extension, 2-storey extension and porch Awaiting
St Mawes, Waterlane Decision

DISTRICT NEWS

Council Plan Consultation: The Council is refreshing its five year
Plan, which sets all priorities and aims. Let us know what you think

https://www.stroud.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/about-the-
council/have-your-say/consultations/our-district-s-new-council-
plan/.

Cultural Strategy: At the October meeting of the full council, a Cultural Strategy was
adopted, the first for this council. The new strategy has been created over two years
by working with arts organisations, including Hawkwood College, Prema Arts, Stroud
Valley Arts and many other cultural and voluntary sector organisations such as Under
The Edge Arts. It includes a commitment of £250,000 to support the local cultural
sector.

Cost of Living Support: A range of help, advice and support is available - see the
cost of living support page on the council website:
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/community-and-living/money-advice/cost-of-living-
support/

Energy Saving Grants to improve insulation and other energy-saving measures are
available for homes in council bands A-D and with EPC (Energy Performance
Certificate) rating D-G (check here https://www.gov.uk/find-energy-certificate), and
for full funding household income below £31,000. You can apply here
https://www.gov.uk/apply-great-british-insulation-scheme, or contact me for more
information.

As always, please contact me about any district council matters: Martin Brown,
cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk 01452 770878

COUNTY COUNCIL NEWS

To contact our County Councillor: Clir Susan Williams
Susan.williams@gloucestershire.gov.uk Mobile 07766318854



https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications
about:blank
mailto:Susan.williams@gloucestershire.gov.uk
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CAN

ley Climate Action Network

BISLEY , EASTCOMBE & OAKRIDG

Swift Project: On a rare sunny day in November, ten enthusiastic Thomas Keble
students helped install swift bricks on the new main school block, under the guidance
of Kier construction workers. Together with boxes to be added to the old gym building
and callers to imitate birds in residence, it's hoped this will entice swifts to the school
next year, to help the Eastcombe colony to grow. This project has led Kier to invite
Action for Swifts to work with them on other building sites around the South West.
Huge kudos to Gill of the Stroud Swift Group and teachers Annie and Wendy at Thomas
Keble!

People's Nature Reserves: Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust is asking residents
to ‘pledge a patch of your outdoor space, from whole gardens to window boxes’ to
become a part of the network of nature-friendly places across the county. Sign up and
add your patch to the map here: https://www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk/.

Climate and Nature Bill: This bill would create a UK law to address the full extent of
the climate and nature crisis in line with the most up-to-date science. Originally
introduced by MP Caroline Lucas (Green), it is now sponsored by South Gloucestershire
MP Roz Savage (Lib Dem). More than 200 MPs support it, but more are needed. Write
to your MP. More here: https://www.zerohour.uk/climate-and-nature-bill/

bisleyeastcombeoakridgecan@gmail.com

GLOUCESTERSHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST

At the new Trillis Banks Nature Reserve, Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust, working with
Stroud District Council, have put together a natural flood management plan to put the
Trillis area back to its natural state, levelling out the 2 ponds and reinstating the
footpath and putting a footbridge across the stream. More details will follow as the
plan develops.


about:blank
about:blank
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At Trillis, the Holy Brook and its floodplain have
been significantly modified due to historical
management. A project over Autumn 2024 will
restore the channel to a more natural setting
within the floodplain, currently it lies at the edge
of the field (see photo on right).

Other historic wmodifications include straightening
the stream into a uniform homogenous channel
and creating avtificially high banks, preventing the
floodplain from being functional. The stream bed is
also either very slightly perched or level with the

floodplain throughout large sections of the site.

The project will help restore and create new

wetland, floodplain and strearm habitat, by
allowing the stream to move from its current
uniform channel to create floodplain grassiand, - :
wetland and wet woodland habitats that will add L

spw'“ amd Mb m adiversit"y'a’md allow f:h& site to Nature based solutions will help create and -
sequester significant qua"t‘t'fs of _c“"bo" into the restore biodiverse habitats that provide
wetter floodplain soils. services for people and nature.

Another element of the project will be
to remove the banks, and partially infill
two ponds that do not function as
intended. The steep sides are
hazardous and are not consistent with
. naturally occurring ponds. The ponds
e do not hold water througheut the

2 New wetland and floodplain bl 40
habitats., such as fen, will be created < whole of the year.

Following this work, the routes of the
public and permissive footpaths will
remain. In addition, we will be supplying
a bridge to allow walkers to cross the
Holy Brook upstream of where the
stream is being re-naturalised, which
will offer an alternative route when the

@ floodplain is helding water.

Vegetation diversity will increase with better
connectionbetieen the stream and floodplain

" This project is a partnership of Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust and Stroud District Council
~ Formore information visit www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk or call 01452 383333
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust Registered Charity Number 232580
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CITIZENS ADVICE

My children love Christmas and they’re already picking

e Stroud extra treats off the shelf when we go shopping, and telling
: & Cotswold .

advice ey me what presents they want. I really want to make it a
special time for them, but times are tough and I can’t help
worrying about overspending and getting into debt. What
can I do to manage my finances during the holiday season, and where can I
turn if I find myself struggling?

The festive season can be a financially challenging time, and often borrowing money or
using a credit card to fund Christmas can seem like your only option. But there are
steps you can take to keep your spending under control and avoid falling into debt.

The first thing to do is make a budget and stick to it.

Consider who you're buying gifts for, what other seasonal expenses you have, and how
much you can realistically afford to spend. Always keep receipts, or ask for gift receipts,
in case you overspend and need to return something. And remember that household
bills may be higher during this period due to colder weather and spending more time
indoors.

If you've built up debt, please don't ignore bills or letters. Speak to the organisation
you owe money to, as they may let you pay smaller amounts.

Pay 'priority debts' first, like rent, mortgage arrears, council tax, and energy bills. For
other types of debt like credit cards or loans, gather all the information on what you
owe, create a budget, and contact your creditors to set up an affordable repayment
plan. This might seem scary, but it's an important first step.

If your budget just doesn’t add up and you need help to afford essentials like bills and
food, see what cost of living support is available on the Citizens Advice website.

It's especially important to check if you're eligible for the Winter Fuel Payment, which
will nhow only be paid to those who receive Pension Credit or other means-tested
benefits. If you make a claim for Pension Credit by 21 December, you might still receive
the Winter Fuel Payment.

If you do find yourself struggling financially during or after the holidays, don't panic.
Support is out there, and Citizens Advice can help you understand what’s available.
We're here to help you find a way forward. Please look at the public website first if
possible (www.citizensadvice.org.uk). If that isn't possible or you need further help
please call us on 0808 800 0510 or 0808 800 0511 (Monday and Tuesday 10am to
4pm; Wednesday and Thursday 10am to 12.30pm). You can also access our local
website (www. citizensadvice-stroudandcotswold.org.uk) to complete our email form.

We will be closed from 1pm on 24th December until 10am on Thursday 2" January but
we will have information about how to get urgent help on our local website.
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Do you need a hall or meeting space? Then try

OAKRIDGE VILLAGE HALL

3.5 m screen and audio-visual system
12 x 7.5 m open space; curtained stage; seats 100
A fully equipped kitchen off the main hall

Separate 5.3 m meeting/changing room

Chairs, trestle tables and card tables
Licensed for live and recorded music, dance,
theatre, film and sale of alcohol

Piano

900Mbps wifi provided by Gigaclear — free to

all users of the hall
Parking and access to adjacent recreation field

Toilets and disabled access

Consider us for your parties, meetings,
events, presentations and classes

CHARGES:
- £10 per hour including heating and electricity

- Full kitchen use extra, annexe hire extra

(Discount for Oakridge community residents)

The hall is on the eastern edge of Oakridge Lynch,
approximately 6 miles from both Stroud and Cirencester.
Postcode GL6 7NZ

MORE DETAILS:

www.oakridgevillage.org/village-hall. html

CONTACT: John Loosley, tel: 07530 186886 or

email: johnloosley40@gmail.com




BISLEY

BLUE coy

> Would you like to contribute more to the life of Bisley Blue Coat and Oakridge Parochial Primary
Schools and the local community by becoming a School Governor?

Our Federated Governing Board is made up of up to 15 volunteer Governors drawn from across our two
communities, who are supported by a Clerk. As Governors we support the management of both schools in
areas such as strategy, policy, budgeting and staffing to make sure they are working effectively. Governors
set the aims and objectives for the schools, monitor and evaluate performance, oversee financial
management and ensure the head teacher and staff are following the vision and strategic direction.

Both schools were graded as Good in their last Ofsted inspections in 2022 and with a newly appointed
Executive Headteacher, now is an excellent time to join our Governors. We currently have vacancies for
up to three Governors.

> What does being a School Governor involve?

Being a Governor is a challenging but rewarding role. There is no requirement to understand the education
system or have previous experience; Governors just need to have life skills, the time to share their
experience, an enquiring mind and the confidence to ask questions. Above all, we want our Governors to
have a genuine interest in supporting the development of our schools and helping us to achieve the best
outcomes for all our pupils.

This role gives you the opportunity to support young people, improve educational standards and give back
to your local community. Becoming a School Governor also makes you part of the largest body of
volunteers in the country.

The Governing Body holds one Full Board and two Committee meetings per term, with a mixture of in
person and online meetings which take place midweek generally between 6.30pm and 8.30pm.

> How do I find out more?

If you are interested in exploring becoming a Governor then please do get in contact with me on either
07967 572 981 or tpritchard@bbcopsfed.gloucs.sch.uk by Friday 20 December 2024.

Tim Pritchard, Chair of Governors - The Federated Governing Board of Bisley Blue Coat Church of England
Primary School and Oakridge Parochial School
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

DECEMBER 2024

Sun 1t - e John Bailey’'s Open Studio, Winsley 11.00 am -
Sun 8% Dec Cottage 4.00 pm
Tues 3™ e Oakridge Walking Group 10.00 am
e Garden Club Christmas Soiree 7.30 pm
Weds 4th e Lunch Club Christmas Party Noon - 2.00 pm
e Film Night, Village Hall 6.45 pm
e Parish Council, Bisley 7.30 pm
Thurs 5t e Café Church, St Bartholomew’s 10.00 am - noon
Sat 7t e Community Choirs, Nailsworth from 11.00 am
Thurs 12t e WI Christmas Party, Village Hall 7.30 pm
Tues 17t e Oakridge Walking Group 10.00 am
e School Nativity, St Bartholomew’s 6.00 pm
Thurs 19t e Carol Singing around the village 5.30 pm
Tues 24t e Crib Service, St Bartholomew’s 4.00 pm
e Carol Service, St Bartholomew's 7.00 pm
Thurs 26t e Boxing Day Fun Run, Playing Field 9.00 am
JANUARY 2025
Tues 7t e Oakridge Walking Group 10.00 am
Weds 8t e Film Night, Village Hall 6.45 pm
e Parish Council, Bisley 7.30 pm
Thurs 9t e WI, Village Hall 7.30 pm
Weds 15% e Lunch Club, Village Hall Noon - 2.00 pm
Sat 18th e What’s On Closing Date 5.00 pm
Tues 21st e Oakridge Walking Group 10.00 am
Fri 315t e Rotary Club Community Award closing

date

Saturday 18t January, 5pm - CLOSING DATE
for the February/March 2025 WHAT'S ON

The What's On is created from articles written by members of the community. We have
great regular contributors, but always welcome new features/writers/artwork for the
cover. Donations toward costs are always appreciated - please contact the editor for
details.

Editor: Victoria Beard Email: editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com

Disclaimer: The editor reserves the right to edit or omit material. E&OE

Printing by Wheatley Printers Ltd, Thrupp




