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USEFUL INFORMATION

~= The village has 3 Defibrillators, situated at:

e W "8l o The Village Hall (maintained by the OVHT)
~ ammE®. o Ollie’s Shop (maintained by the Village Show)
- 5= . * Oakridge Parochial School (only available during term time)

Why not check out our online village communities.....
The village website - http://www.oakridgevillage.org - for up-to-date village
information, including Village Hall availability and Village Events Calendar, news
of films and events - sign up to receive this direct to your inbox via
www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist

facebook.com/Oakridge Village Network
facebook.com/Oakridge Village Hall, Oakridge Lynch

I@l ‘lnbtag'mm oakridgelynch Contact Claire Robinson on 07903 974577

if you'd like to submit some photographs, full credit will be
given

@ Village network

WAELE A ®

Other useful contact details
e Village Hall bookings - johnloosley40@gmail.com
Butcher’'s Arms 07958 627111 or butchersarmsoakridge@outlook.com
Ollie’s Shop - 01285 760239 Mon-Fri 9-5 Sat 9-1 Sun 9-12
Oakridge Parochial School - 01285 760269
Signh up to receive news of events, films and the What’s On direct to your email
inbox, via the village website — www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist

EDITOR’'S NOTE

Someone said recently how difficult it was becoming to arrange events, as there is so
much going on in the village it's hard not to clash with something else. A sign of a
vibrant community, as was shown by the variety of events that happened in
October/November - congratulations and thanks to all who participate and get
involved. On that note, there is plenty coming up in December, “It's a Wonderful Life”
in the Village Hall; quiz night in the pub; carol singing around the village; and for those
who feel energetic after Christmas, the annual Boxing Day Fun Run. A few things to
get the New Year off to a good start include the January Jumble in the Hall, and many
of the regular meetings such as the monthly Film Night.

I'd like to wish everyone a very healthy and Happy Christmas, and best wishes for the
New Year.


http://www.oakridgevillage.org/
http://www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist
mailto:johnloosley40@gmail.com
mailto:butchersarmsoakridge@outlook.com
http://www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist
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.THE CHURCH IN OAKRIDGE

VICAR: Rev. S Murray 01452 770897
PCC SECRETARY: Kim Barber kim_barber@live.co.uk

Service details and updates at www.bisleybenefice.org.uk, church and
village noticeboards

Greetings from the Church in Oakridge. During Advent we prepare to celebrate the birth
of Jesus Christ and the Christmas season. Our lives become busier, work seems to
increase, as do our expenses. If you are seeking calm, Saint Bartholomew's is open
daily from 9 am - 5 pm for prayer and reflection. Everyone is welcome at any of our
events and Vicar Sue is happy to chat should you wish to share any thoughts or ask
questions.

We are eagerly awaiting the return of Music in Oakridge, a fund-raising candlelit recital
for Saint Bartholomew's Church. It promises to be a wonderful evening, we are very
grateful to the world class musicians and organisers who have made this possible.

The Harvest Supper was a sell out, enjoyed by all. Our grateful thanks go to Alison Mills
for providing such a delicious spread.

Wishing you the blessing of hope, the gift of faith and the Peace of Christ's love this
Christmas.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 2026.

December 2025

Thursday 4t December 10 am to 12 noon Café in Church
Sunday 7% December 9.30 am Family Advent Event
Monday 8th December 10.15 am Open the Book, with the school
Sunday 215t December 9.30 am Holy Communion
24th Christmas Eve 4.30 pm Children's Crib Service
7.00 pm Carol Service
25t Christmas Day 9.30 am Celebration - Holy Communion

January 2026

Sunday 4t January 9.30 am Morning Worship
Sunday 18t January 9.30 am Holy Communion
Monday 19t January 10.15 am Open the Book, with the school

Please check service details at www.bisleybenefice.org.uk

Keep a look out for details of carol singing around Oakridge, to be rewarded with mince
pies and mulled wine in the Butcher's Arms.

An informal House Group meets in the village. For more details please contact Sharon
Dawes 07979 522281 or Willem De Jager 07857 535122


http://www.bisleybenefice.org.uk/
http://www.bisleybenefice.org.uk/
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CAFE CHURCH

Hi Everyone,

We would like to thank everyone who has supported us throughout 2025 and we hope
you have enjoyed meeting up with old friends and making new friends. This year so
far we have raised £1,091.50 for the church which is great. Thank you.

Our last Café Church for this year is on the 4t December and we will re-open in April
when the better weather arrives. We hope that you will find time in your busy
schedules to visit us and enjoy a cafeteria/tea and some delicious cake.

Best wishes to all.
Café Church Team

CAROL SINGING

Hello Everyone,

It's that time of year again, when keen carol singers
are sharpening their voices ready to tour Oakridge
and raise money for charity. This year it would be
lovely to raise money for Home Start.

We plan to meet at the Village Shop on 19t December
at 5.30pm, and sing to as many houses as we can,
ending up at the Butchers Arms around 7.00pm,
where they will kindly welcome us with mulled wine
and mince pies.

If you would like to join us this year, please phone
Honor on 01285 760465 so that we can have an idea of numbers to give to the pub. If
you can’t make it by 5.30pm, please feel free to find us and join us, or meet at the pub
for a singsong. As an Oakridge resident, it would be helpful if you could let us know
beforehand if you would like us to call, and your preferred time, so we don’t interfere
with your evening meal.

GILL FARRAR’'S OAKRIDGE RAINWATCH

A\_\\ As measured by my rain gauge, recent rainfall levels were as
/./\ follows:

September .... 114.6 mm .... about 4.5 ins

\\\\ October .... 104.5 mm .... about 4.1 ins

A November (to 19%) .... 130.8 mm .... about 5.1 ins
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OAKRIDGE WALKING GROUP

New Year. New Year Resolutions?

Is taking more exercise one of your New Year
Resolutions? Then why not come and join us on one
of our walks? As a group of chatty, friendly, local
people, we get together every other Wednesday
(except for Tuesday 17t February, Pancake Day).
Walks start at 10am and are typically around 5
“% miles which takes about 2.5 hours. You would be
very welcome to joinus. If you'd like more
information please contact Helen and Keith
#2 Dewhirst 01452 770560 or khdewhirst@gmail.com

The last walk in 2025 will be Wednesday 10t December.

2026 dates

7t January 215t January

4th February 17t February (Tuesday) start at the Village Hall
4th March 18t March

1t April 15t April

29t April 13t May

27t May 10t June

24t June 8th July

22" July 5t August

19t August 2nd September
16" September 30th September
14t October 28t October
11% November 25t November

9th December

A warm welcome awaits you.

LUNCH CLUB

Join us for a 2-course lunch and friendly conversation, every 3™
Wednesday of the month. There will be a small increase in cost
from January, to £10 per person - still amazing value.

i To book your place, contact Ali Mills on 01285 760568 (please
call by the Friday before the lunch)

Upcoming dates:
3rd December, Christmas Party

21st January 2026
25t February 2026 (one week later due to the Pancake Lunch)



mailto:khdewhirst@gmail.com
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OAKRIDGE GARDEN CLUB

It's been a full calendar this year for the Oakridge Garden Club.
Thank you all for your support for the speakers, garden trips, Show
and the Summer Social. We reconvene with the AGM =/

and our first speaker of 2026 on Tuesday 3rd February ¢ g :
7pm for 7.30 with Richard Rickitt ‘Introducing the = \‘
Amazing Honey Bee’. n

By popular demand our pocket calendar of events will be back for you to pick up when
you pay your subscription for the year.  We welcome new members from the wider
area, so please come along and join us.

I hope someone will step up to help us fill the Treasurer’s role which will become vacant
in 2026; just a few hours of your time a month would be needed, and Jenny is very
happy to ‘show you the ropes’.

It just leaves me to thank the hard work of the friendly and committed committee; all
our events would not be possible without their planning and enthusiasm.
Festive best wishes, Cheryl

LADIES NIGHT

Every second Wednesday of the month we meet up at The Butchers Arms or a house
nearby and have a good old natter with old and new friends and neighbours. All ladies
are welcome to join us from 7 pm. There is no agenda, and you can stay for as long as
you like. If you are new to the village, this is a great way to get to meet your
neighbours and our friendly bunch will always provide a warm welcome!!

For information, contact Lorna Fallace (lorna.fallace@gmail.com) or Tamzin Hutton
(tamzin@tamzinhutton.com).

We are looking forward to seeing you.

BOXING DAY 5K FUN RUN
Y We will meet at the Playing Fields for a 0900
./ start. All ages and abilities, everyone is welcome

4 a/ﬁ/‘
“ to walk, jog, run and spectate. No entry, just
P f ’ ,, , ’ turn up. No time limit, no prizes. An opportunity

< \ to burn off some Christmas calories.
3 X -

LY

For details contact Paul Timms 07949 785374
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OAKRIDGE PAROCHIAL SCHOOL

Oakridge School has had a very busy term so far. Both classes
had a great day at the Cheltenham literature festival, meeting
authors and book signings. More recently the school joined
Michael Rosen for an online event. There was much laughter
and an appetite for more of his poetry following this. Last Friday
the children raised money for children in need, with cake baking
and a spotty non-uniform day.

A visit to the War Memorial on Remembrance Day to reflect
on the bravery of all those who have fought for our
country.

Oakridge School has been asked to help with the decorating
. of our village bus shelter. This is very exciting project and
preliminary work on this will begin in our upcoming art week.
John Bailey has kindly offered his help with this. Also planned
for art week is a visit to John’s studio where children have
an opportunity to discuss art works and their different
preferences and see pottery making in action.

Christmas is on its way and staff, children and parents are
now gearing up for our annual Christmas traditions. OQur ==
school choir are preparing for a range of singing events
with Mrs Modaley, and will be singing carols on Stroud
High Street from 5pm at the Stroud Goodwill event on 5t
December, and then joining in the lantern procession &
afterwards - do come along and support us! A group of =
pupils and parents have been busy constructing the giant .
lantern for the parade; the children designed the lantern,
which is an oak tree with its animal residents. We look forward to our pantomime trip
to the Sub Rooms, the Christmas concert and nativity in church on 16% December and
the wonderful Christmas lunch at the village hall with our school community. This year
we will be taking Class 1 to Gloucester cathedral where they will take part in ‘Experience
Advent’ to learn about the Christmas story. Class 1 have also had a workshop from
Jane Curzon, to learn about Judaism.

We have been hearing about some of our past pupils who took their GCSE’s this year.
At Deer Park Stan Ordway Hughes won the science award and for English that was Max
Pritchard Thompson. There were just 7 awards given for overall academic achievement
and of the 7 winners, OPS alumni made up two sevenths; Max and Stan. My son Tom,
also an ex-Oakridge pupil, has started his degree in wildlife conservation and ecology
in Cumbria.

It is always lovely to hear what our past pupils are doing now and is often very
rewarding for staff to know. Please share with us any more stories of Oakridge alumni
by emailing jhayes@oakridge.gloucs.sch.uk.



mailto:jhayes@oakridge.gloucs.sch.uk
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I have shown several prospective parents round our school already this term. A
reminder to all that every day is an open day, so please call or email to arrange a visit.

Have a very joyful Christmas,
Jo Hayes

Head of School

(photo credits: Claire Robinson)

OAKRIDGE FHLM NIGHT

Maria, starring Angelina Jolie, portraying Maria Callas in the last week of her life, and
comprising a series of flashbacks over her life, was enjoyed in October. As a contrast,
the most recent in the series of Bridget Jones films, Bridget Jones: Mad About The Boy
was screened in November. The next films will be on 3@ December and 7t January
- come along and join us and enjoy a social occasion with friends.

To find out more about upcoming films (and other village events), sign up to the What's
On Mailing List at www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist. - this will give you a sneak
preview of the next films.

As always, please reserve tickets via www.oakridgevillage.org/boxoffice to give us an
idea of nhumbers. Doors open at 6.45pm, film starts at 7.30pm. Please note, CARD
PAYMENTS ONLY.

OAKRIDGE VILLAGE HALL

OAKRIDGE
VILLAGE
HALL
TRUST

ICommitted to providing quality social space for our community|

Contact John Loosley on 07530 186886 or johnloosley40@gmail.com

Registered Charity

to book the Hall - an excellent space for parties, meetings and group Number 301590
events, and don’t forget, village residents are eligible for a reduced
hire rate.

The Village Hall AGM was held on 29% October, with 3 villagers in attendance. The
Chairman’s Report follows:

Oakridge Village Hall Trust Chair Report 2024 2025

As the year draws to an end, I would like to thank all members of the EMC,
trustees and film club volunteers who have contributed to the success of our hall.
With their dedication, commitment and time we run as a flourishing community
centre. The hall’s financial situation is steady despite a small decline in Ballyhoo
hiring. Routine general maintenance has continued throughout the year. Re-
decorating the annex and toilets being the largest project this year. A new fridge


http://www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist.
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freezer was purchased for the kitchen which provided more space and" energy
efficiency. Thank you to Ali Mills for running the Pancake Lunch in aid of the hall.
Film night attendees have increased since the introduction of a new license. The
team has selected a variety of genres and look forward to welcoming audiences
each month. The hall looked splendid displaying produce and crafts for judging
at the show. We continue to have a strong partnership with both the parish and
district council; thank you to Heather Finlay for her advice during the year.

Alex Davies has decided to step down from being a trustee. His dedication and
commitment has been an inspiration to the hall. Thank you Alex for your decades
of service to the community. The Trustees will be looking at succession planning
for key roles and trustees in the new year. Please contact me if you would like to
express an interest in joining the team.

Our goal remains to run a vibrant community space where locals can gather. We
will continue to support a wide variety of clubs and activities that combat isolation
and build friendships.

Paul Timms

A fantastic night of music was enjoyed on
15t November, when Tru Grit came to
play their repertoire of Americana and
Roots Rock. It was great to see the Hall
being used for live music, the new lighting
(together with that supplied by the band)
really showing what can be achieved on
the stage - the band was very
complimentary and hope to return, what
more could we ask for?

Before you start clearing ready for the onslaught of Christmas, why not consider
collecting together items to sell at our January Jumble on Saturday 24t January,
10am - 1pm? Tables are £10, entrance £1, and delicious coffee/tea and cake will be
on offer. All funds raised will be towards Village Hall updating projects, so come along
and get rid of some bits and pieces, and/or hunt for a bargain. To reserve your space,
and for more information, contact Vicky Beard vbeard51@gmail.com.

STROUD FOOD BANK

Many thanks to all who have contributed to Stroud Food Bank this year, and to Olly's
Shop for providing a collection point for the goods. Every year the Stroud District
Foodbank lovingly prepares Christmas Hampers that go to local households. These
hampers provide some extra treats to bring cheer over the holidays to those finding it
difficult to provide for their families.

If you are able, please give generously this Christmas and help support Olly's shop.
Non-perishable food items, toiletries and an additional little something are very much
appreciated.


mailto:vbeard51@gmail.com
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OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY CHOIR

OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY CHOIR rehearse every Monday morning 11-12.30pm in the
village hall. We sing acapella (without backing instruments) - many different styles of
music but all designed to be uplifting and life-affirming! There are no auditions - just
come along any Monday to try it out for free. You won't need to read music or ever
sing on your own! We currently have around 25 singers - all very friendly and
welcoming. For more information, have a look at our
website www.thecommonvoices.com

OAKRIDGE HISTORY GROUP

For the start of the new season of talks, Paul Barnett gave a spirited
talk on Alfred Henry Hook, a Gloucester boy who joined the army
and was sent to Africa where he ended up fighting the Zulus at the
infamous battle of Rorke’s Drift 1879. He was awarded the Victoria
Cross for his part in defending the mission site. This event was dramatised in the
famous 1964 film “Zulu”, but the speaker pointed out several inaccuracies in the details
of the film, including the portrayal of A H Hook, or "Hookie”. Although Hook was among
the survivors, on returning to England, he, like other winners of the V.C. did not get
any recognition or financial support, and returned to a normal civilian life, marrying a
second time following his first wife’s remarriage (thinking he had been killed). He was
however given a ceremonial funeral in Gloucester when he died and was buried at the
village church in Churcham where he was born.

October’s talk by Anthony Nanson on legends and folktales was a complete contrast.
Myths and legends set in the Gloucestershire landscape are numerous and varied,
incorporating saints, witches, dragons, giants, big cats, haunted buildings, dark forests
and holy wells and streams. The interplay of natural phenomena, specific landscape
features, social mores and time and light conditions is important in creating the
atmosphere for the telling and development of these folktales and legends. There has
been little recording of folktales before the twentieth century, and old stories have been
reshaped in the retelling, and some have relocated to other surroundings, becoming
what is termed “migratory legends”. It is certainly an interesting thought that perhaps
this is not so different from the reimagining and reshaping of stories in modern media
streams!

We will be meeting for a talk by Ian Macintosh on 400 years of Stroud textiles after the
closing date for this edition, but there will then be a winter break during December and
January. We wish everyone a peaceful Christmas and a happy New Year and look
forward to seeing you for our first meeting of 2026 on February 25,

Kay Rhodes

5 Spotlight on.............

will return in the New Year

If you would like to be featured ‘In the Spotlight’, contact Sue Wise
07766 705357


http://www.thecommonvoices.com/
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NATURE NOTES FROM WATERLANE

The hoarding season has started with sightings of
several birds in my garden and the wood below
caching their nuts and seeds for the oncoming
winter.

The normally very shy jay becomes very prominent
at this time of the year, being drawn into the
gardens for the seeds and in many cases sending the
feeders flying in their pursuit. Rooks also have a
habit of doing this. Jays store as many acorns as
they can find in holes, under leaves and inside tree bark or trunks.

Smaller birds too will cache food to later eat when times are hard. In a discreet part of
my garden I noticed a coal tit repeatedly going to the same spot on a drystone wall.
He was stuffing seeds into a small hole in the wall and this went on for some time.
Another hoarder is the nuthatch, wedging acorns, hazelnuts and seeds into bark
fissures for safekeeping. Unlike jays, who hide their acorns far and wide, nuthatches
keep them within a smaller area. Highly protective of these stored supplies they will
feistily defend their patch remaining territorial over autumn and winter. I noticed the
great spotted woodpecker also having a go at caching. He went to the feeder and then
onto his favourite telegraph pole, hammering the seeds into the surface of the pole all

the way up.
Alan White
OAKRIDGE WI
9th October “"STOP-THINK-FRAUD”
Rhiannon Parker from Glos Policeforce staff informed us very
comprehensively about how to deal with suspect phone calls. Only
20% are reported and £14million of losses occurred in the 23/24
INSPIRING WOMEN o P /

period from 2,902 reports. ‘Courier calls’ identify as the police making
enquiries about a crime. The Police would NEVER ask the public to help them catch
criminals. NO NEVER. Fraud is a job carefully planned.

13t November Our 102" Annual Meeting: the business was concluded efficiently.
Followed by the ordinary meeting when the Christmas Party catering was under
discussion. This year it would seem an outside caterer would be preferred. Our
Christmas charity will be Sue Ryder, and a basket of Secret Santa gifts is planned.
11th December - Christmas celebrations

8th January 2026 “Travels to Venice” Lyndsey Barnett

12th February 2026 “WI Archives” Sheila Rowley and a Bring and Buy Stall

Merry Christmas wishes to one and all and let’s hope for a peaceful healthy New Year.
Mary Fern
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THE OAKRIDGE PLAYERS

It's a Wonderful Life 4t - 6th December
‘Every time a bells rings, an angel gets his wings.’
Christmas Eve, 1946, Bedford Falls. Down-on-his-luck banker George
Bailey feels his life has passed him by, and he’s at the end of his rope.
OAKRIDGE But when George's guardian angel pays him a visit, he's amazed to
PLAYERS discover what life would be like without him. Maybe it's a wonderful
life after all?

Based on the critically acclaimed Frank Capra movie, Mary Elliot Nelson’s magical stage
adaptation is a joyful story of love, hope and community.

Get your tickets for this fabulous seasonal show at www.oakridgeplayers.com before
they sell out!

OAKRIDGE PLAYERS

WONDERFUL LIFE

e . 4TH-6TH DEC 7:30PM
OAKRIDGE VILLAGE HALL

WWW.0AKRIDGEPLAYERS.COM
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JANUARY JUMBLE

OAKRIDGE VILLAGE HALL

CLOTHES
BRIC ABRAC

BANISH THE WINTER BLUES, AND CLEAR THE DECKS
POST-CHRISTMAS, COME ALONG TO SELL (AND/OR BUY!)
AT OAKRIDGE VILLAGE HALL

ON SATURDAY 24™ JANUARY 2026
10.00 AM — 1.00 PM

CAKES AND REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE

£1 ADMISSION, CASH ONLY

Sellers' tables £10, contact vbeard51@gmail.com to book your space

Raising funds for Oakridge Village Holl Trust ‘

Reg Chanty No, 301590

TWINNING ASSOCIATION

The Bisley-with-Lypiatt Twinning Association would like to say a big "THANK
YOU' to everyone who attended our recent Curry & Quiz evening at Oakridge Village
Hall. An excellent evening was had by everyone who came, with good food, drink and
a challenging quiz. The winning team came from Eastcombe!

Watch this space for news of our plans and activities for 2026. We will be holding an
informal meet-up for members and supporters at The Bear, Bisley on Wednesday 28t"
January; and the Association's AGM will be at Bisley WI Hall on Tuesday 17th March.
If you are interested in joining our Association, it's just £5.00 per annum for a
couple/family membership and just £3.00 for individuals. For more information, please
contact

Paul Hunt: paulhunt284@gmail.com
John Hughes: mail@jmhughes.plus.net
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BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT PARISH COUNCIL

Please see the Parish Council website for Ward information and minutes of Council

meetings www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk.
Next PC meetings: Wednesday 37 December 2025 and

Wednesday 7% January 2026

Any issues in the Oakridge Ward of our Parish please contact

Cllr Roger Budgeon - roger@greenshopgroup.co.uk
Cllr Dennis Robbins - d.robbins1945@btinternet.com
Clir Ian Greves - ian.greves@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk

Parish Clerk:
E: admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk

Oakridge News

Bisley-with-Lypiatt Parish
Nelghbourhood Plan

y
[T LocaL sHop
|| poST OFFICE
e

g

Neighbourhood Plan - The
Oakridge ward councillors

would like to thank all of the

residents who attended the
Neighbourhood Plan drop-in
session at Oakridge Village Hall
on 28th October - the meeting
was well-attended and
we received some excellent
input. In addition, thank you
to those who completed a
response form; we shall take
on board the feedback and
will keep you updated with the
progress of the plan during the
next stages.
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In other ward news, the new water supply at Waterlane Allotments and Community
Orchard should by now be installed and will save those involved from having to join
hoses together to water the new trees! The football posts have been erected on the
recreation ground and are being well used; thank you to Dennis, Adrian and Mike who
helped with this one Sunday. The Oakridge Composting scheme is going well;
particular thanks to Dennis for all his hard work. We would like parishioners to consider
not bringing large amounts of garden waste to the allotments to burn; please only bring
compostable materials or take them to the Bisley Community Composting
Scheme. Finally, for the Oakridge Bus Shelter a design to cover the graffiti is planned
for the school spring term, working with local artist John Bailey and Oakridge Parochial
School.

If you have any questions for the ward councillors, details of how to contact the council
can be found on the website, https://bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/

LOCAL PLANNING NEWS

Information relating to local planning issues, as outlined on the Stroud District Council
website: https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications. See the Parish
Council website for local input. Here is a summary of local planning news in the period
20th September - 22" November 2025

S.25/1628/HHOLD
Erection of 2 storey front extension Permitted
The Dip, Bournes Green

S.25/1616/HHOLD
Erection of single storey extension, dormer windows, garage Permitted
extension

Norfolk Cottage, Oakridge Lynch

S.25/1495/LBC and S.25/1493/HHOLD
Demolish existing extension and construct new single storey extension | Permitted
Brook Cottage, Bournes Green

S.25/1449/HHOLD
Replacement porch roof Permitted
Summerfield House, Oakridge Lynch

S.25/1948/HHOLD

Single storey rear and two storey front extensions, and other works Awaiting
Moons Well, Bournes Green Decision
S.25/1795/LBC and S.25/1794/HHOLD

Replacement of existing conservatory and porch structures Permitted

The Old Vicarage, Oakridge Lynch

S.25/2022/FUL
Change of agricultural land to residential, construction of pool house, | Awaiting
swimming pool and terrace Decision
Tunley Farm, Tunley
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DISTRICT COUNCIL

As always, please contact me about any district council matters:
Martin Brown, cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk, 01452 770878

Local Government Reorganisation: Stroud District Council
supports single council for Gloucestershire

- 1 Stroud District Council has agreed its formal stance on proposals to
reorganise local government in Gloucestershire, following a Full Council meeting held
on Thursday, 20 November.

Councillors considered three options for replacing the current two-tier system of
county and district councils:

e A single unitary authority for the whole of Gloucestershire

e Two unitary authorities - East (Cheltenham, Cotswold, Tewkesbury) and West
(Gloucester, Forest of Dean, Stroud)

e Two unitary authorities — one for a ‘Greater Gloucester’ city area and one for the
rest of the county

After debate and a vote, Council resolved to support the creation of one unitary
authority for the whole of Gloucestershire. This support will be recorded when all three
proposals are submitted to Government by the 28 November deadline.

Voting:

e There were 27 votes for a single unitary authority for the whole of Gloucestershire

e There were 15 votes for two unitary authorities, one for east and one for west
Gloucestershire

e There were no votes for two unitary authorities, one for 'Greater Gloucester' city
and one for the rest of the surrounding county

The Government will consult on all submitted proposals early next year, with a final
decision on which proposal will form the framework for future local government in
Gloucestershire expected to be made by Government in summer 2026. New
arrangements are anticipated to take effect by 2028.

Gloucestershire has been administered by Gloucestershire County Council and six
districts and borough councils since 1974. The County Council provides services
including adult social care, highways, and libraries while the six districts and boroughs
provide services including waste and recycling, leisure, planning, and environmental
health. A unitary authority or authorities for Gloucestershire would provide all council
services across the county.

Council Leader Chloe Turner said after the meeting:

“This was a historic moment where councillors of all parties had a chance to have their
say on the biggest change to local government in more than 50 years. The other six
principal councils are also deciding which proposal to support and when the Government
consults on all three proposals early next year, I would urge everyone to engage in the
process.


mailto:cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk
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"Our focus now will be on continuing to work with partner councils to prepare for the
changes that are coming and putting the residents of Stroud district at the heart of
those plans.”

The debate can be watched on the council’s YouTube channel, available from the
webpage for the meeting. https://stroud.moderngov.co.uk

For more details on the proposals and next steps, visit:
https://futuregloucestershire.org.uk/

COUNTY COUNCIL NEWS

Do contact me any time on:

Gary.Luff@Gloucestershire.gov.uk

New electric vehicles launched to support the
Gloucestershire Equipment Loan Service

Gloucestershire County Council has launched a new fleet of ten
electric vehicles to help Gloucestershire Equipment Loan Service
provide equipment to help adults with care and support needs to
stay safe at home.

Councils unite to celebrate delivery of phase 1 of Standish multi-user path

Following a joint tour of the Standish multi-user path, representatives from
Gloucestershire County Council, Stroud District Council and Standish Parish Council
have come together to celebrate the successful delivery of phase 1 — a milestone in
Gloucestershire’s flagship cycle spine project.

Annual Parent Carer Survey to shape future SEND services

The SEND Local Area Partnership invites all parents and carers of children and young
people aged 0-25 with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) to take part
in its Annual Parent Carer Survey.

Event showcases the support available from Family Hubs

Gloucestershire County Council recently held an event to showcase how its Family Hubs
network will provide support across the county for children, young people and families.

‘Pass the Book’ — Gloucester’s library celebrates a historic day

Gloucestershire County Council is delighted to announce the successful completion of
the ‘Pass the Book’ event, which marked the transition from the old library on Brunswick
Road to the new Gloucester Library at the City Campus in King’s Square.


https://stroud.moderngov.co.uk/
https://futuregloucestershire.org.uk/
mailto:Gary.Luff@Gloucestershire.gov.uk
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-september-2025/delivering-care-and-cutting-carbon/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-september-2025/delivering-care-and-cutting-carbon/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-september-2025/councils-unite-to-celebrate-delivery-of-phase-1-of-standish-multi-user-path/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-october-2025/annual-parent-carer-survey-to-shape-future-send-services/#:~:text=Insights%20from%20the%20survey%20will,and%20leads%20to%20real%20changes.
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-september-2025/event-showcases-the-support-available-from-family-hubs/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-october-2025/pass-the-book-gloucester-s-library-celebrates-a-historic-day/
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Clirs John Patient, Chloe Turner and Beki Hoyland
outside the old library on Brunswick Road Passing the final books to their new home in King’s Square

Grassroots Neighbourhood Fund Launched

The new Neighbourhood Fund scheme to support grassroots initiative has now been
launched. The scheme will deliver funding to community initiatives seeking to make a
positive impact on health and wellbeing, access to nature, digital inclusion, community
cohesion, and reducing inequalities.

The scheme will run for 18-months, and each Councillor will have £20,000 to support
projects in their division. Groups eligible to apply include community and voluntary
groups, registered charities, Community Interest Companies, Town and Parish
Councils, sports groups, schools and academies and patient led groups. ‘For profit’
organisations are not eligible.

More information about the new scheme is available on the dedicated webpage.
Guidance for how to apply is available here.

GCC Meetings
There was a full council meeting on the 12t of November.

Most notably local reorganisation was discussed. The most popular choice was for a
single unitary which was based on the financial sustainability of the Council and support
from most partner organisations, including the voluntary community and social
enterprise strategic partnership, business groups, the Diocese of Gloucester, the further
education colleges, Gloucestershire Rural Community Council, GDOC which represents
GP and NHS Gloucestershire as well the primary school headteachers association.

I personally voted for one because it was the best option generally but most importantly
it was the best way to protect those most vulnerable in our communities and to ensure
that the rapid improvement in children’s services continues.

The various councils in the County have voted as below:

County Council One unitary

Stroud District Council One unitary

Cheltenham District Council Two unitaries

Cotswold District Council Haven't voted at time of going to press.

Forest of Dean District Council For none of the above


http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/grassroots-neighbourhood-fund/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/business-property-and-economy/finance-funding-and-grants/grassroots-neighbourhood-fund/how-to-apply/
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Gloucester City Council The Greater Gloucester model
Tewkesbury District Council One unitary

The final decision will be made by the minister of communities, housing and local
government sometime next year.

More information and copies of all three proposals can be found on the dedicated LGR
website: https://futuregloucestershire.org.uk/.

There were also meetings of the Fire and Rescue Committee, Commons and Rights of
Way Committee, Constitution Committee, Health Overview & Scrutiny Committee and
Environment Scrutiny Committee.

Full recordings of any meetings can be found here.

Roads

Please continue to use and promote the use of FixMyStreet to report issues on the
roads.

Greener Gloucestershire News
Save energy this winter

Much of the energy we use on a daily basis comes from fossil fuels (coal, oil and gas).
These are non-renewable sources of energy. Burning fossil fuels pollutes the
environment and impacts air quality, which can damage our health. It releases carbon
dioxide, a greenhouse gas that contributes towards global warming and climate change.
There are now lots more sources of renewable energy, like wind farms and solar farms.
These all take up space and need lots of resources to make them, so we still need to
reduce the amount of energy we use.

We've put together some useful information about how you can save energy around
the home, with no cost, low cost and some cost options depending on how much or
little you'd like to do! We've also compiled a list of all the current grants and support
that you may be able to access, depending on eligibility.

Take a look Making your home more energy efficient | Gloucestershire County
Council

Aadb
A 8B A YHASHE {6 2 NI (e
Bl SLEY , EASTCO Bis
bisleyeastcombeoakridgecan@gmail.com CAN



https://futuregloucestershire.org.uk/
https://gloucestershire.public-i.tv/core/portal/webcasts
https://fixmystreet.gloucestershire.gov.uk/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.comms.gloucestershire.gov.uk%2F1BB120420DA89FDA311E6A4BC5961545B80C30D951AF0F6712E55459F407B97A%2FDF846A71E8B2DDAA763DD8E7ECDA5311%2FLE35&data=05%7C02%7Cnick.langridge%40gloucestershire.gov.uk%7C10f6b615b1cc4c941a5908de10b2a0e0%7C5faec75464e340149bcce72fc73ba312%7C0%7C0%7C638966556550386521%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4pq6GtR4R4l4oL9pCr%2BgOD8G%2BFyh%2FJ0WasxgxVSkppo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.comms.gloucestershire.gov.uk%2F1BB120420DA89FDA311E6A4BC5961545B80C30D951AF0F6712E55459F407B97A%2FDF846A71E8B2DDAA763DD8E7ECDA5311%2FLE35&data=05%7C02%7Cnick.langridge%40gloucestershire.gov.uk%7C10f6b615b1cc4c941a5908de10b2a0e0%7C5faec75464e340149bcce72fc73ba312%7C0%7C0%7C638966556550386521%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4pq6GtR4R4l4oL9pCr%2BgOD8G%2BFyh%2FJ0WasxgxVSkppo%3D&reserved=0
about:blank

20

THE BUTCHERS ARMS

After the success of the first Quiz Night in October,
Sarah and the team host the Christmas Quiz Night on
16th December - book your tables quickly before they
sell out!

Christmas Lunch is already fully booked, but bookings
are now being taken for a New Year Eve Dinner &
Party, details below.

Coming up in early 2026, a wine & cheese evening to
banish the after-Christmas blues!

--Get ready for a jolly good time af our Christmas Quiz Night!
Test yaur knowledge, enjoy great company, and win-exciting
prizes in every round with fhis merry and bright event

TUESDAY 16™ DECEMBER 7:30PM

Fl Tuesday Night
Y 16th Docember 2025

Butchers Arms Oakridge Lynch

@ www.butchersarmsoakridge.co.uk




PARTY

WEDNESDAY. 31 DEC

JOIN US FOR A
DELICIOUS 4-COURSE
DINNER
FOLLOWED BY MUSIC

DANCING OPTIONAL

OAKRIDGE LYNCH

RSVP: 01452225603
OR EMAIL:
BUTCHERSARMSOAKRIDGE.CO.UK

T I

| Nj}! 5 Butchers Arms - Oakridge Lynch presents %ﬂ $
IX WINE & 9
\ CHEESE

Vg

;! \ An evening to indulge your senses.
. i e Discover unique wine pairings, artisanal
“‘:‘y ’g’ cheeses, and the joy of sharing moments
-~ 54N together.

ﬁw THURSDAY,
JANUARY STH
6:50 PM - 10:530 PM

www.butchersarmsoakridge.co.uk

[ - £ 90pp
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RainHarvesting

Specialists. RAINHARVESTING SYSTEMS  @&>

FULL TIME POSITION
available for a

TECHNICAL SALES PERSON |

This will be office based. The successful applicant will
have a practical knowledge of water use and a
knowledge of the environmental issues.

www.rainharvesting.co.uk -
sales@rhsl.co.uk - 01452 772000

@ Rainharvesting Systems Ltd are sole UK distributers for Wisy® AG. Probably the best rain harvesting filters in the world.
Vs

remtech
Service & Mamtenance

& =

UK Sole Distributor

PIS‘LEB CHRISTMAS MARKET

WIVILLAGEHALLGL6 TAX 3%

RAFFLE ON THE DAY IN AID OF BISLEY BLUECOATS PTA
& BISLEY WIVILLAGE HALL

L/
‘Q

FREE ENTRY + DOGS ON LEAD WELCOME
Join us for the last Market of the year
with some Festive cheer! ¥

X
o 14TH DECEMBER Eid

2 7 T\4

Z.

-

Uh FROM 10.30AM TO 1.30PM

Christmas Wreaths - Gift boxes & cards - Gifts
Sourdough - Preserves - Mince Pies
Refreshments - Breakfast Rolls %
Christmas stockings - Decorations =
Cakes - Savouries - Craft stalls and more.....

48 FOR MORE INFO GO TO

https://www.facebook.com/BisleyArtisanMarket/
FREE ENTRY OVERFLOW PARKING BISLEY BLUECOATS

Please note stalls are now fully booked inside - outside pitches only
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POETRY CORNER

Help Wanted
By Timothy Tocher

Santaneeds new reindeer.
The first bunch has grown old.
Dasher has arthritis;

Comet hates the cold.
Prancer's sick of staring

at Dancer's big behind.

Cupid married Blitzen

and Donder lost his mind.
Dancer's mad at Vixen

for stepping on his toes.
Vixen's being thrown outd
she laughed at Rudolph's nose.
If you are a reindeer

we hope you will apply.

There is just one tricky part:
You must know how to fly.

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING RATES per edition:
Y4 page £10

2 page £20

Full page £30

Contact the Editor at editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com for more information

Saturday 17t January 2026, 5pm - CLOSING DATE
for the February / March 2026 WHAT'S ON

The What's On is created from articles written by members of the community. We have great
regular contributors, but always welcome new features/writers/artwork for the cover.
Donations toward costs are always appreciated - please contact the editor for details.

Editor: Victoria Beard Email: editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com

Disclaimer: The editor reserves the right to edit or omit material. E&OE

If you prefer the online version of What’s On and no longer want a paper copy, please
email editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com with your name and address and I can
adjust the printing circulation list.



mailto:editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com
mailto:editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

DECEMBER 2025

Weds 3™

Thurs 4th

Fri 5th
Sat 6t"
Weds 10th

Thurs 11t
Sun 14t
Fri 19t
Weds 24th

Fri 26t

JANUARY 2026

Weds 7t

Thurs 8t
Weds 14th
Sat 17t
Weds 21st

Sat 24t

Lunch Club Christmas Party

Film Night, Village Hall

Parish Council, Bisley

Café Church, St Bartholomew’s
It's a Wonderful Life, Village Hall
It's a Wonderful Life, Village Hall
It's a Wonderful Life, Village Hall
Oakridge Walking Group

Ladies Night

WI, Village Hall

Artisan Market, Bisley

Carol Singing, meet Ollie’s Shop
Crib Service, St Bartholomew's
Carol Service, St Bartholomew’s
5K Fun Run, meet at Playing Field

Oakridge Walking Group
Parish Council, Bisley

Film Night, Village Hall

WI, Village Hall

Ladies Night

What’s On Closing Date
Oakridge Walking Group
Lunch Club, Village Hall
January Jumble, Village Hall

Noon - 2.00 pm
6.45 pm
7.30 pm
10.00 am - noon
7.00 pm
7.00 pm
7.00 pm
10.00 am

10.00 am

7.30 pm

6.45 pm

7.30 pm

7.30 pm

5.00 pm

10.00 am

Noon - 2.00 pm
10.00 am - 1.00 pm

Printing by Wheatley Printers Ltd, Thrupp




