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USEFUL INFORMATION 

 
The village has 3 Defibrillators, situated at: 

 
• The Village Hall (maintained by the OVHT) 

• Ollie’s Shop (maintained by the Village Show) 
• Oakridge Parochial School (only available during term time) 

 
Why not check out our online village communities….. 

The village website – http://www.oakridgevillage.org  - for up-to-date village 

information, including Village Hall availability and Village Events Calendar, news 
of films and events – sign up to receive this direct to your inbox via 

www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist  
 

facebook.com/Oakridge Village Network  
facebook.com/Oakridge Village Hall, Oakridge Lynch  

 
 

oakridgelynch   Contact Claire Robinson on 07903 974577 

if you'd like to submit some photographs, full credit will be 
given 

 
Village network  

 
 

 
Other useful contact details 

• Village Hall bookings – johnloosley40@gmail.com 
• Butcher’s Arms 07958 627111 or butchersarmsoakridge@outlook.com 

• Ollie’s Shop – 01285 760239 Mon-Fri 9-5 Sat 9-1 Sun 9-12 
• Oakridge Parochial School – 01285 760269  

• Sign up to receive news of events, films and the What’s On direct to your email 
inbox, via the village website – www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist  

 
 
 

EDITOR’S NOTE 
 
My thanks go to the Parish Council for their continued support of the What's On 

newsletter.  This continues to be provided free of charge every other month, to all 

households in Oakridge Lynch,  Far Oakridge,  Waterlane,  Bournes Green and Tunley, 
either via a printed copy (some 260 copies) or online, and is a source of community 

information.  
 

Without the support of the Parish Council grant, and donations from villagers and the 
Village Show, the printed version of the newsletter would cease to be available.  For 

many, the paper copy is preferable for ease of reference, and for those without online 
availability it is indispensable - both reasons for continuing the What's On in paper 

format as long as possible. 
 

http://www.oakridgevillage.org/
http://www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist
mailto:johnloosley40@gmail.com
mailto:butchersarmsoakridge@outlook.com
http://www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist
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.THE CHURCH IN OAKRIDGE 
 

VICAR:   Rev. S Murray 01452 770897 
PCC SECRETARY: Kim Barber  01452 770626 or  

silverbirches.waterlane@gmail.com 
       

Service details and updates at www.bisleybenefice.org.uk, church and 
village noticeboards 

 
Greetings from the Church in Oakridge, everyone is welcome and we would be delighted 

to see you at any of our events.  We wish you all a happy summer, and hope that the 
school children and teachers enjoy the holiday period. The older children who have 

taken part in Open the Book will be missed, we wish them well as they move on to their 
new schools. Saint Bartholomew's is open daily from 9am - 5pm for prayer and 

reflection, should you have thoughts to share or questions, please call vicar Sue on the 
above number. 

 

Please save the dates - harvest supper and quiz night Saturday 4th October, harvest 
festival Sunday 5th October.   You will be welcome at Cafe in the Church on the first 

Monday of the month. Do come along for delicious homemade cake, coffee/tea and a 
friendly chat. 

 
The home group is taking a break during month of August. It generally meets twice 

monthly on Tuesday evenings for a meal and discussion of a section of the bible. Should 
you be interested in coming along, please contact Sharon Dawes on 07979 522281 or 

Willem De Jager 07857 535122 willem.de.jager@hotmail.com  
 

August 
Sunday 3rd August 9.30 am    Morning Worship 

Thursday 7th August 10.00am –  noon  Cafe in the Church 
Sunday 17th August 9.30 am    Holy Communion 

Sunday 24th August  9.30 am   St Bartholomew's Patronal Festival   

Sunday 31st August 10.00 am    Benefice Service at Bussage 
 

September 
Thursday 4th Sept    10.00 am - noon    Cafe in the Church 

Sunday 7th Sept       9.30 am    Morning Worship 
Monday 15th Sept   10.00 am    Open the Book with the School 

Sunday 21st Sept  9.30 am    Holy Communion 
Monday 29th Sept  10.00 am    Open the Book with the School 

 
 

CAFÉ CHURCH 
 
We had a really lovely time at our last café church, the sun was shining the bunting 

was out, the cakes looked wonderful.  We had a marvellous turn out supporting us, and 
the air was buzzing with chatter.   So a big thank you to all who are supporting us, it 

really does help and gives us a boost.   Our next dates are as follows: 
 

7th August    4th September      2nd October        

mailto:silverbirches.waterlane@gmail.com
http://www.bisleybenefice.org.uk/
mailto:willem.de.jager@hotmail.com
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OAKRIDGE WALKING GROUP 
 

We're a friendly, local walking group who meet every other Wednesday morning for a 

walk and a natter.  Walks are typically about 5 miles, start at 10 am and last around 
2.5 hours.    

  
The dates for the rest of 2025 will, therefore, be: 

 
WEDNESDAY 

6 August     20 August 
3 September    17 September 

1 October     15 October 
29 October     12 November 

26 November    10 December 
 

If any further information is required, please contact Helen and Keith Dewhirst 01452 

770560. 
 

A warm welcome awaits you. 
 

 

LUNCH CLUB 
 

Join us for a 2-course lunch and friendly conversation, every 3rd 
Wednesday of the month for only £8 per person. 
 
To book your place, contact Ali Mills on 01285 760568 (please 
call by the Friday before the lunch) 
 
Upcoming dates: 
 

20th August 

17th September 

15th October 

 

 

LADIES NIGHT 
 
Every second Wednesday of the month we meet up at The Butchers Arms or a house 

nearby and have a good old natter with old and new friends and neighbours.    All ladies 
are welcome to join us from 7 pm. There is no agenda, and you can stay for as long as 

you like. 
If you are new to the village, this is a great way to get to meet your neighbours and 

our friendly bunch will always provide a warm welcome!! 
For information, contact Lorna Fallace (lorna.fallace@gmail.com) or Tamzin Hutton 

(tamzin@tamzinhutton.com). 

We are looking forward to seeing you. 

 

mailto:lorna.fallace@gmail.com
mailto:tamzin@tamzinhutton.com
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PERSONAL MESSAGES 
 

John Carter 
 
Our friend John Carter died in Oakridge on 9th March 2025. 

John was born in Scarborough in 1939. John’s father was a superintendent at 
Woolworths, managing a few stores and his mother was the daughter of an ironmonger. 

She was very much the homebuilder but also worked in Woolworths. One of John’s 
early memories was travelling with his Father to the stores and being left to 

demonstrate the blowing of bubbles whilst seated at various Woolworth’s counters! 
Apparently sales of the bubble mixture increased dramatically! 

 
John attended a boarding school, Mount St Marys College, in Derbyshire. His main 

preoccupation at school was seeking to avoid any form of mandatory sport. He left 
school at the age of 15, to take up an apprenticeship in mechanical and electrical 

engineering with Metropolitan Vickers, based at Trafford Park in Manchester. He 

graduated from his apprenticeship to work for Vickers as a marine engineer. 
He had a great time in Manchester, largely because he met his future wife, Anne. They 

both owned Austin-Healey Sprites, in which they zoomed around – quite the glamorous 
couple. They made some great friends, John even igniting a previously unknown love 

of sport. He and his friend and flatmate, Charles Willey, became involved in a local 
hockey club, not actually in playing capacity, but running the bar! 

 
1966 was a memorable year for The Carters … 

nothing to do with the World Cup: John was 
promoted to the Liverpool office of Vickers, but 

more importantly, he married Anne on a windy 
fifth of November. It was a happy marriage that 

lasted more than 50 years. 
 

They moved to Heswall in Cheshire and had three 

daughters. Sally was born in 1970. About the 
same time John moved jobs and became a 

marine engineer at Mobil Oil. In late 1973 Anne 
and John found out they were expecting twins – 

news that was met with astonishment and, of 
course, a trip to the pub to recover. In May 1974 Lizzie and Claire were born. John 

always remembered the years in Heswall as happy ones. It was here that he was finally 
grabbed by sport and took up squash. There were annual holidays in North Wales with 

the crowd of good friends that Anne and John had made in Manchester. 
 

In 1978 another move for the family was on the horizon – John was promoted to 
technical advisor on international ships. The role was based in the London offices of 

Mobil. The team John worked with at Mobil meant a great deal to him. He loved being 
part of it. The combination of John’s knowledge of marine engineering and John and 

Annes’ social skills meant that much of their time was spent meeting and entertaining 

engine manufacturers and ship owners. In Oakridge, years later he became good 
friends with his then rival at Castrol Oil, Alex Davies. 
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The London job meant a family move to Oxted in Surrey. One of Sally’s memories of 

the Oxted years is that John decided to reward her for her GCSE results. He bought her 
a pool table. She was surprised … she’d never had any interest in pool. “It’s in the 

garage,” he said. “Go and take a look.” Sally was even more astonished to see not only 
a pool table, but also a bar complete with beer pumps and bar stools. John’s local pub 

in Oxted had closed and sold him the fittings. 
 

Oxted may well have remained their home, but for a supermarket wanting to build on 
their house. The supermarket’s offer, plus an opportunity to take early retirement from 

Mobil and all three daughters at college meant another move was on the cards. The 
world was their oyster. And so, in 1995 Anne and John moved to Oakridge Lynch . . . 

 
They moved into Foxfield. What drew them to Oakridge is unclear: perhaps it was the 

rural idyll, or it may have been the proximity to the The Butchers Arms. Whatever the 

reason, they soon fell in love with the village, although the first few years were not 
straightforward ... and even after 20 years of living in the village, they said that they 

still felt like the new kids on the block! John often talked of his early attempts at 
entering exhibits for the Oakridge Village show. He was crestfallen at judges’ 

comments, such as, “Don’t peel your onions” or “This is not a marrow. It’s an overgrown 
courgette,” but over the years he made progress. The highlights being his incredibly 

tall sunflower and ... his cakes. Indeed, in the last weeks of his life John agreed to 
sponsor The Best Male Baker trophy at the Oakridge Fair … to be known as The John 

Carter Challenge Trophy. 
 

Sadly, in 2018, Anne was diagnosed with cancer and died in John’s arms later that 
year. John would welcome newcomers and strangers to the village and the pub; he was 

the most supportive of WI husbands; he would always have the right tool, trolly or 
piece of machinery to lend to whoever needed it; he donated a marquee to the Oakridge 

Fair; he cared for his beloved Anne; and he cared for Rosamund after the death of his 

friend Lawrence; he let young villagers camp in his fields; he offered his “loft cottage” 
to those that needed it; he did meet and greet at Ladies Nights in the pub; children 

who lived in the Broadway named him “village grandad”; but mostly he listened, and 
always offered kindness and wise counsel.  

John’s last months were painful, but he handled it 

with great stoicism; rarely complaining and always 
empathetic to others. On the day he died – 

outside, in the early March sunshine, with daffodils 
blooming, in the company of Sally – he was 

looking forward to tea … and a pint later that 

evening. Indeed, that evening many of his friends 
spontaneously gathered in the pub to support 

Sally and raise a glass to a remarkable man. 

Whatever your memories of John – be they objections to housing plans, adventures 
involving the middle aisle of Lidl, snooker or pool, golf, squash, cars, tractors, 

motorbikes, or boats, steam shows, horses, cattle, chickens, dogs, aeroplanes, or just 
a pint at the pub – remember him well. 

 
John Carter was a good man … he deserves to be remembered well. 

Jonathan Nowell 
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Reflections on the village 
At cricket  - the crack of the bat and the clap on catching the ball.  The white of  

the cricketers against the dark summer trees.  Time for tea! 
On allotments - getting the leeks in and protecting the crops, hot work on a  

summers day! 
A Tractor  - turns the hay, up and down and round about with the chaff blowing  

in the wind 
Kites   - the Red Kite wheeling up in the blue sky, spotting his evening meal 

Orchids  - under the trees in the long grass on the edge of the Playing Fields 
Swings  - while youngsters swing in the summer breeze – soon be time for  

home and tea! 
Blackbirds  - nesting in the garden, feeding their hatchlings, hidden deep in the  

wisteria, in and out with insects and worms 
Swifts  - flying fast and high, always on the wing, circling, dipping and diving 

Butterflies  - and moths, insects, birds, like us all enjoying the warmth, the  

breeze, blue sky and sunshine in the village we all love. 
John Bailey 
 

 

JOHN TAYLOR’S FOUNDATION 
 
The John Taylor’s Foundation is a local charity that issues small grants to 

students going on to Higher Education (excluding A Levels) or those undertaking 
apprenticeships to assist with the cost of books, tools or equipment. 

 
If you are aged under 25, and live in the Ancient Parish of Bisley (the area includes all 

of the civil parish of Bisley with Lypiatt, including Eastcombe and Oakridge, most of 
Bussage and part of Chalford), please apply in writing to The Trustees 

at jennytaylor1944@outlook.com stating your full name, age, address, university 
course or employer. 

  

The Trustees of the John Taylor’s Foundation meet twice a year in March and September 
when applications will be considered. 

 

 
Audiences have enjoyed September 5 and Mr Burton, both based on real-life events, 
the first being the massacre at the 1972 Munich Olympics, and then the story of the 

rise of one of the UK’s best-known actors, Richard Burton.    We look forward to the 
next films on 6th August and 3rd September – come along and join us.   

 
To find out more about upcoming films (and other village events), sign up to the What’s 

On Mailing List at www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist. - this will give you a sneak 
preview of the next films. 

 
As always, please reserve tickets via www.oakridgevillage.org/boxoffice to give us an 

idea of numbers.  Doors open at 6.45pm, film starts at 7.30pm.  Please note, CARD 

PAYMENTS ONLY. 

http://www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist.
http://www.oakridgevillage.org/boxoffice
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OAKRIDGE PAROCHIAL SCHOOL 
 
Life at Oakridge Parochial School continues to move forward 

with plenty of learning and enrichment for the pupils. Since our 
return from the Easter break, the pupils have enjoyed serving 

an afternoon tea to members of the local community as part of 
the 80th anniversary of VE Day. In preparation for this, the 

pupils made sandwiches, with fillings such as egg and spam, 
and scones, before serving our guests who were seated on the 

village green. The event also involved the pupils singing a beautiful rendition of Vera 
Lynn's 'We'll meet again'.  

 

Saturday 17th May saw the eagerly anticipated May Revels event. As in previous years, 
this wonderful community event was really well attended, in what was a lovely 

afternoon under clear blue skies, and in which there was a lovely family atmosphere 
amongst the community, very in keeping with the school itself. Following this, the 

children in both Classes 1 & 2 went on a whole school trip to Weston-super-Mare to 
enrich their learning about the seaside and the coastal environment, whilst both classes 

took part in a Stroud Jazz Carnival workshop within school. After the half term break, 
there were a number of highlights to round off the school year. The school held a 

dedicated sport week incorporating yoga and climbing, in addition to our Sports Day, 
together with Bisley, at the King George Playing Field. The school performance of Peter 

Pan at the Oakridge Village Hall was a huge success, attended by many from the school 
and surrounding community. This was followed by the Year 5 & 6 residential at the 

Wilderness Centre in the Forest of Dean for three days of adventurous and 
environmental based activities, together with their peers from Bisley. To finish the 

school year, we look forward to the leavers' service in church on Thursday 17th July, 

where, amongst other things, we celebrate all that has been achieved by our Year 6s 
before they move on to secondary school. From all of us here at Oakridge Parochial 

School, we wish you all a lovely summer. 
 

Mr Ross Irwin 
Executive Headteacher 

Bisley Blue Coat & Oakridge Parochial (CE) Schools. 
  

Tel: 
Bisley Blue Coat School           01452 770 251 

Oakridge Parochial School      01285 760 269 

 

 
 

GILL FARRAR’S OAKRIDGE RAINWATCH 

 
 It’s been lovely weather, but for farmers and gardeners alike, 

a continued worrying lack of rain!   As measured by my rain 

gauge, recent rainfall levels were as follows: 
 

May …. 13.9 mm …. about 0.5 ins  
June …. 48.8 mm …. about 1.9 ins 

July (to 11th) …. 5.1 mm …. about 0.2 ins 
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OAKRIDGE PAROCHIAL SCHOOL 
  

MIDDAY SUPERVISOR REQUIRED 

  

12.15 p.m. – 1.15 p.m. 

3 days 

Term Time only 

  

For more details contact Oakridge Parochial School 

Oakridge Lynch 

Stroud 

Glos 

GL6 7NR 

Tel: 01285 760269               e.mail: admin@oakridge.gloucs.sch.uk 
 

 
 

THE BUTCHERS ARMS 
 

The pub will reopen on Friday 1st August, after a month of sprucing up the garden, car 

park and kitchen.  We plan to open with a full range of products (a few small changes) 
and the kitchen will be fully operational, serving food.   

 
We look forward to meeting you all. 

Sarah, Bob and team 
 

 

OAKRIDGE CRICKET CLUB 
 

 
Oakridge Cricket 

Club 
Est 1900 

 

Oakridge play Saturday league cricket in the Gloucestershire County 
League Div. 6B.   We also play some Sunday friendly / memorial games 
through the summer.   Oakridge also run a youth training session on 
Friday evenings from May onwards.   

 
 O.C.C. 2025 Home Fixtures 

August 9th Tetbury 2nds   August 23rd Cam 
2nds 

 

 

The club is always looking for new players, 1st net session is free for new players.    We run as a non-
profit making club who rely on our members and volunteers to keep the club running.    If you would 
like to join, support, donate to the club, or help out in any way,  for more information please contact:    
Mark Robbins    mlrobbins@btinternet.com 
 
 
 

mailto:admin@oakridge.gloucs.sch.uk
mailto:mlrobbins@btinternet.com
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OAKRIDGE VILLAGE HALL 
 

Committed to providing quality social space for our community 

 
Regular users of the Hall will see a change after August, as the Annexe 

and toilets will receive a fresh coat of paint, and a new fridge/freezer 
will be installed in the kitchen – all part of our continued efforts to keep 

the Hall in excellent condition for hirers.   Look out for First Aid 
Training, and a musical event in the autumn, and your opportunity to come along to 

the AGM on 29th October….. 
 

Contact John Loosley on 07530 186886 or johnloosley40@gmail.com to book the Hall 
– don’t forget, at only £10/hr (less for village residents), this is an excellent space for 

parties, meetings and group events. 
 

 

OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY CHOIR 
 

OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY CHOIR rehearse every Monday morning 11-12.30pm in the 
village hall.  We sing acapella (without backing instruments) - many different styles of 

music but all designed to be uplifting and life-affirming!  There are no auditions - just 
come along any Monday to try it out for free.  You won’t need to read music or ever 

sing on your own!  We currently have around 25 singers - all very friendly and 
welcoming.  For more information, have a look at our 

website www.thecommonvoices.com  
 

 

OAKRIDGE GARDEN CLUB 
 
I managed to forget to report our gardening adventures for the last 
edition of What’s On … Apologies to all..exam pressure got to me! 

I’ll do a re-cap here. 
 

We are a very active club and a very 
lovely bunch as well.   40 party goers 

enjoyed our Annual Summer Party, 
held at Oakridge Village Hall. A great setting, a group of 

willing helpers to shop, prepare food and set up the hall for 

a party,  a fantastic quiz which challenged and expanded 
our minds, delicious food provided by a great team, with 

deserved glowing comments on the quality and taste from 
many.     So I’m publicly thanking Suzanne Hopes, Sue 

Brain, Gill Wimperis, Ruth Aylmer, Jenny and Don Gardiner, 
Judy and John Loosely, Ali Mills, John Flexen, and those that 

helped during the evening. A really fantastic evening for all. 
 

The Summer has been a busy time for garden visits, with a 
trip to Caisson Gardens near Bath, on a scorching day in 

May by a small group of members, who were treated to an in depth guide and talk by 

 

mailto:johnloosley40@gmail.com
http://www.thecommonvoices.com/
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owners Phil and Amanda who lovingly restored the grounds, including a section of 

disused canal! With their combined knowledge of the world of set design for Green 
environments for the film industry it offers many picture postcard vistas and is definitely 

worth revisiting as it evolves. 
The second outing was to Moor Wood Farm in Woodmancote, a delight for rose lovers 

and the hosts were a wonderfully knowledgeable couple who began their National 
collection of rambling roses in 1983. Now numbering over 150, June was the perfect 

time to visit, and was a firm favourite of club members. 
The last planned trip of the year will be to The Stables, Cheltenham on 12th August. 

A bare plot just 4 years ago, and now packed with late Summer colour in Perennial 
beds that merge into the surrounding landscape. 

Our speaker for our Tuesday 5th August meeting is Michele Green, who runs an 
independent flower growing business. Come and find out about her seasonal flowers 

from ‘ seed to bucket’. 

The talk begins at 7.30pm. Tea and coffee will be served from 7.15pm 
If you’re interested in joining the Garden Club, then please come along to this talk, and 

say hello. A donation to our Perennial Charity box would be appreciated. 
 

Finally, our club will have its stall set and ready to bloom on September 6th at 
Oakridge Village Show.   Any donations of indoor, but preferably outdoor plants are 

so welcome.. so divide and pot up please.  A wonderful array of bulbs and posies will 
arrive just in time for autumn planting  for early pops of Spring colour, so do come 

along. 
Look forward to seeing you soon. 

Cheryl 
 

 

OAKRIDGE HISTORY GROUP 
 

At our June meeting John Putley of Gloucestershire Archives talked 
about Pilgrims and Pilgrimage in Gloucestershire. In a highly 

entertaining talk, he described the reasons for pilgrimage and the 
destinations in Gloucestershire including Hailes Abbey and St 

Peters Gloucester. He also showed us other places of pilgrimage such as water springs 
which had healing properties. 

 
Our July meeting started with a brief AGM when the existing committee of Kay Rhodes, 

John Loosley and Jane and Chris Gregg were re-elected. The annual accounts were 

presented which showed a healthy bank balance. This was followed by a talk by Roger 
Carnt, chair of Chalford Parish History Group, who showed us many old maps of the 

area. This illustrated the growth of Oakridge and surrounding hamlets together with 
the road systems which changed when Oakridge Common was enclosed in 1869. 

 
Oakridge History Group provides a range of talks, primarily on Gloucestershire history, 

and the talks for our 2025/26 season, starting on Wednesday 24 September with the 
story of Alfred Hook VC who fought in the Zulu Wars, continues with local folk tales, 

the history of Stroud’s textile industry, Percy Dearmer the man responsible for Oakridge 
War Memorial, the 1893 Wyndham murder, Katherine Parr the Gloucestershire Queen 

and Gloucestershire Rural Constabulary. 
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This friendly group meets on the 4th Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm in the village 

hall and coffee and biscuits are available from 7pm. Membership costs £5 and a charge 
of £1 (£2 for non-members) is collected at each meeting. 

 
We hope you will come along and join us 

John Loosley & Kay Rhodes 

 
 

NATURE NOTES FROM WATERLANE 
 

As with ourselves, the recent hot weather is taking its toll on wildlife. Every species has 

its own thermal neutral zone, either side of this range animals and birds can die. 
 

In the case of birds the obvious dangers of overheating don’t apply, but to eggs and 
the young it can be catastrophic. That is why it is always advisable not to place a nest 

box hole facing south in full sunlight. Adult birds do have mechanisms to cope with the 
heat, but sweating isn’t one of them. One way is to pant, in hot weather I often see 

blackbirds sunning themselves on my lawn with their bills open. The other way is known 
as gular fluttering which is vibrating the floor of the mouth, allowing water to evaporate 

through the open bill. 
 

Other ways birds can keep cool are opening their wings and fluffing up their feathers 
allowing cooling air to circulate. Other birds fly and soar to reach cooler temperatures 

at altitude. Migrating birds very often fly at night not only to navigate but also to keep 
cool. Moisture is essential for birds and 

a visit to a bird bath on a hot day is 

highly valuable.  
Alan White 

 
An additional nature comment 

from Sue Korda 
I have two water containers (shallow) 

– one was a flower pot holder, and the 
other a water feature - next to each 

other.   I saw a really lovely sight with 
“Mr and Mrs Blackbird” – both of them 

having a bath in each container.  They 
were both very thorough, including 

washing under their wings – this wash took some time, and afterwards they both 
hopped onto the wall and with their beaks took some time drying themselves before 

flying off. 

 
 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST – TRILLIS 

BANKS RESERVE 
 

Trillis Banks is a hidden grassland valley packing a lot of 

habitats into a small area. It consists of sloping banks, fields 

and a babbling brook running through, while also linking to the 
canal and three different woodlands. 
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At Trillis, the Holy Brook and its floodplain have been significantly modified due to 
historical management. A project in June/July 2025 will restore the channel to a more 

natural setting within the floodplain, currently it lies at the edge of the field. Other 
historic modifications include straightening the stream into a uniform homogenous 

channel and creating artificially high banks, preventing the floodplain from being 
functional. The stream bed is also either very slightly perched or level with the 

floodplain throughout large sections of the site. 
 

The project will help restore and create new wetland, floodplain and stream habitat, by 
allowing the stream to move from its current uniform channel to create floodplain 

grassland, wetland and fen habitats that will add species and habitat diversity and allow 
the site to sequester significant quantities of carbon into the wetter floodplain soils. 
 
 
 

 

Spotlight on…………. 

John Savage 
Liverpool boy who travelled the world 

 
John was born in Liverpool in 1944 and grew up on the edge of the Toxteth area. After 

passing the 11+ he went to the all-boys Liverpool Collegiate Grammar School. The 
school was very strict and traditional and he hated his time there, so decided to leave 

after ‘O’ levels, very much against the advice of his parents and teachers.  He then 
worked for two years as a laboratory technician in a pharmaceutical company and 

quickly realised that his decision to leave school early was a mistake. Undeterred, he 
continued his education through night school and day release from work, to gain ‘A’ 

levels in chemistry, physics and maths. 
 

At the age of 19, John left work and entered John Moores 

university in Liverpool to study for a degree in chemistry. 
Whilst there, he did some work experience in the nuclear 

reactor power plant in Thurso, 20 miles from John O’Groats! 
This was the first time he had lived away from home.  Whilst 

at university he developed a love for rock climbing and 
mountaineering and most weekends were spent exploring in 

Snowdonia or the Lake District.  
 

He graduated in 1968 and joined Unilever as a research 
chemist in their laboratories at Port Sunlight, Wirral. It was 

there that he met his future wife Janet who was working as 
a systems analyst in the computer department. Janet was 

born and brought up in Wiltshire. She graduated in chemistry 
at Cardiff University before moving to the Wirral. They 

married in 1973 and bought their first house together on the Wirral. Son Mark arrived 

in 1975 and daughter Sharon in 1978. Mark gained a mechanical engineering degree 
from Southampton University and works for Rolls Royce in Bristol. He and his wife 
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Becky have two daughters and live in Bath. Sharon gained a degree from Warwick 

University and a post graduate Certificate in Education from Oxford Brooks university. 
She is now a primary school teacher and lives in Portishead with her husband Jamie 

and their son and daughter. 
 

In 1982, John moved to a newly-formed Unilever company in Bristol which controlled 
operations in some of the smaller and less well-known markets in the world. John’s role 

was to find companies which had manufacturing facilities that could produce Unilever’s 
products locally and hence avoid the need for expensive import of products from 

Unilever factories elsewhere in the world. A planet-friendly approach which was to 
become important in the fight against climate change. 

 
This new job gave John the opportunity to travel globally. In Central America and the 

Caribbean, he visited Bolivia, Paraguay, Ecuador, Panama, Dominican republic, Haiti 

and Uruguay. La Paz, the capital of Bolivia, has an airport at nearly 12000 feet and 
flying in at such high altitude and low air pressure can be tricky. Luckily, John only went 

there once! Whilst he was in Ecuador, he tried hard to get to the Galapagos islands but 
never succeeded.   In the far East, he travelled to China, Thailand, Taiwan, Mongolia, 

South Korea, Singapore, Hong Kong and Myanmar. The visit to Mongolia was the worst 
- flying with Mongolian Airways and refuelling half way across Russia wasn’t the best of 

journeys. On top of that, the factory that he went to inspect was awful. John had 
scheduled five days for the visit but realised that the site was unsuitable after a few 

hours! 
 

In Africa, John visited Kenya, Sudan, Libya, Rwanda, Uganda, Ethiopia and the Ivory 
Coast. The Uganda trip was just after the demise of Idi Amin and the country was still 

a bit unstable. It was a lovely drive from Nairobi to Kampala through all the tea 
plantations but not such a good journey leaving. The car which was driving John to 

Kampala airport at 10 o’clock in the morning was stopped at the check-point by a 

drunken soldier with a rifle!   John was lucky as the driver decided that the soldier was 
so drunk that he wouldn’t be able to shoot us and told John to “keep his head down” 

and drove away. Luckily the driver was right! 
 

John’s travels were further widened when he worked in the Middle East. His work took 
him to Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Oman, UAE, Kuwait, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and Israel. 

Travel in Yemen could be quite stressful. After landing at Sanaa airport he was taken 
by car on a 5-6 hour journey to Taizz through very mountainous terrain with a driver 

who was ‘high’ after chewing Khat (a stimulant with euphoric effects like cocaine) for 
the whole journey! He was glad that he only had to do this journey twice. 

 
In 1986, Unilever asked John to spend 2-3 years in Cyprus as managing director of 

newly acquired factory. So Janet and their two children went with him and they spent 
two and a half years living in Nicosia. Whilst there they had holidays in Jordan and 

Egypt. In Jordan they went to the lost city of Petra and swam in the Dead Sea. In Egypt 

they visited the Giza Pyramids and the Sphinx. 
 

John retired from Unilever in 2001 and they moved home from Bristol to Oakridge 
Lynch. As a sixtieth birthday present to himself, he spent a week in the Swiss Alps, 

hiring a mountain guide, an ice axe and a pair of crampons to climb Allalinhorn, a 
13,200 feet high mountain across the valley from the Matterhorn. He loved it! 
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After all the travelling, they both now live a very happy quiet life here in Oakridge, 

which they love. 
 

Note from Sue Wise: Whilst recording these ‘Spotlight’ articles, I have often been 
amazed to learn how well-travelled so many folk in Oakridge and the hamlets are but 

I think that John probably wins the prize for the most number of countries visited in 
pursuit of his work and his career! 

 
Sue Wise 

May 2025. 07766 705357 
 

 

OAKRIDGE WI 

 
12th June, “Yellowstone” with Paul Wellerton – NO-GO.  Poor man had 

a covid reaction so is on the backburner for another day.  Will we ever 

find out how Yogi Bear is?!   Celia produced the activity she had 
prepared for our March meeting – Papercraft – much enjoyed by the 

majority of members and visitors.  Others had a fun evening playing 
scrabble and nattering.   NFWI AGM was held on 4th June, and was a virtual affair in 

which we did not participate.  Sitting watching a screen for a very long period was not 
what we thought as a successful AGM, plus we are a small WI so await a report in our 

monthly magazine. 
 

10th July, a much-awaited 2nd visit by Dr Nicholas Henderson, with Part 2 of the Tudor 
Queens.  His original research must have been fascinating to dig up information not 

found in the run of the mill history books.  We hope our visitors enjoyed the evening.  
He is our most expensive speaker, so we will have to save up to have him for Part 3!  

A swift business meeting followed.  Talk of the Flower Show stall in September, because 
our month off WI is August, although we may meet up for evening drinks somewhere.  

September will be your last opportunity to buy a raffle ticket for the NFWI draw. 

 
11th September, “Through the lens of a Royal photographer” with Jack Boskett.  Must 

be worth a visit…. 
9th October, “Police and Fraud” with Rhiannon Parker.  There will be a bring and buy 

stall. 
 

Happy Holidays, Mary Fern 
 

 

BISLEY COMMUNITY COMPOSTING SCHEME 

 
 

CHESTERGATE ALLOTMENTS 
Bisley Community Composting Scheme 

https://bisleycommunitycompostscheme.org.uk 
 

Members of the scheme will have recently received a reminder to pay 
the annual subscription of £40.00. We have moved to a new payment 

system with GoCardless. We are no longer able to accept cheques or payments by 
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BACS, but you can pay in cash at the site if you prefer. If you are not already a member 

and would like to join, information about the scheme and a membership form are 
available on our website https://bisleycommunitycompostscheme.org.uk/join-bccs/ 

 
We are looking forward to celebrating the 20th Anniversary of BCCS in November. To 

mark the occasion, and with the generous support from The Ancient Charities of Bisley 
and the Parish Council, we have commissioned a new pedestrian gate through a 

national competition from artist blacksmith Sam Pearce. The gate will be on view at the 
exhibition “Earth Fire Iron” at the Museum in the Park from September 6th and then 

be installed on our site when the show closes on November 2nd. Information on the 
exhibition where the gate will be shown until its installation in November can be seen 

on the Museum website https://museuminthepark.org.uk/earth-fire-iron-alan-evans-
and-the-new-iron-age.     

Many members maybe do not know that BCCS regular advises people on their compost 

and hosts workshops for all kinds of groups on composting, and the benefits of 
composting such a growing good vegetables and helping Life in the Soil. Last week we 

hosted the Nailsworth Beavers who enjoyed looking for centipedes, tardigrades, worms 
and woodlice in our compost. 

 
 

THE POETRY CORNER 

Lunch Club 

I’ve marked it on my calendar, the third Wednesday in each month, 
I’m very anxious not to miss a tasty “home cooked” lunch. 
No longer young and past my prime with movement far from swift, 

A kindly friend rings up in time and offers me a lift. 
At the Village Hall that we attend, we find inside another friend, 

Organised and jolly.  Stationed to receive our cash 
And later on, with fine panache, to drive the prizes trolley. 

There are several ladies who step in and quickly fill the breach 
To sell us raffle tickets and write our name on each. 

I see the trestle tables set to centre, left and right, 
Did they remember what to do and spring up overnight? 

And who launders all the napery and never makes a fuss 

If accidental spillages are made by one of us? 
We have a lady florist, an expert in this way 

Who brings her lovely posies to make our tables gay. 
We catch up on the local news and sip our choice of Sherry 

And marvel at how blessed we are to have our Mary Berry. 
There are many helpers in the team - some in the kitchen, rarely seen. 

Others busy, bearing plate, trying hard to concentrate. 
Back and forth with veg and meat, until each diner is replete. 

Dare I say it “Well not quite” (the puddings are a pure delight!). 
For those who like a chocolate fix, there are mini Mars and mini Twix, 

Hazelnut, sometimes toffee, and a cup of tea or coffee. 
Thank goodness for the dishwasher to ease that thankless chore 

Of washing stacks of crockery for forty folk or more. 
 

                                       Alison Gardiner 

  

https://bisleycommunitycompostscheme.org.uk/join-bccs/
https://museuminthepark.org.uk/earth-fire-iron-alan-evans-and-the-new-iron-age
https://museuminthepark.org.uk/earth-fire-iron-alan-evans-and-the-new-iron-age
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OAKRIDGE SHOW – 6th SEPTEMBER 2025 

 

Thanks to the hard work of the working group 

volunteers, plans for this year’s show are almost 
complete, and we’re looking forward to the Big Day!  

We hope that the show will be as successful as last 
year. This year, as well as the regular stalls, we will see 

the return of a Dog Agility course, together with live 
entertainment, food from The Cotswold Chippy, 

extended games, and of course, the popular bar! 
 

But……. We still need volunteers on the day to help with running stalls and the 
entrance gate. Additionally, there is always the need for help with setting up the 

show from 3pm to 6pm on Friday 5th September, and taking down the show 
afterwards. These are big jobs, for which we need a lot of people! Please contact us 

(details below) if you can help.    Tickets for the Raffle will go on sale in advance again 

this year, so look out for tickets on sale at the Butchers Arms and at upcoming local 
events from August. 

 
As always, this issue of What’s On includes the Entry Form for the Produce Show 

(also available online through the village website, or from Ollie’s Shop and the Butchers 
Arms). There are 58 categories for adults, and 16 specifically for children (although 

children can also enter any of the adult classes too). The Produce Show forms the heart 
of the show, and is an ideal way to illustrate your skills and inner competitiveness as 

you strive to win one of the new, sponsored, trophies!  As last year, all entries are 
free, but please note the deadline date below. 

 
Show Trophies  

The Show Committee is very grateful for the generous sponsorship of the new trophies 
to be awarded this year for the Produce Show. This means that all our trophies have 

now been replaced, as most of them had come to the end of their lives.  

 
The Committee would specifically like thank the following: 

 
The John Carter Challenge Trophy - The Male Cake Class. Sponsored by John Carter 

The Bizzie White Cup - The Flowers Section. Sponsored by the Gardening Club 
The Bob Gardiner Cup - The Vegetable Section. Sponsored by Jenny Gardiner   

The Eileen Herbert Vase - The Flower Arrangement Section. Sponsored by Jane Curzon 
and Jonathan Nowell 

The Fry Family Memorial Plate - The Baking and Preserves Section. Sponsored by the 
Fry Family  

The John Bailey Prize - The Handicrafts Section. Sponsored by John Bailey 
The Finlay Photography Plate - The Photography Section. Sponsored by Heather Finlay 

The Wickens Cup Age 5-7 - Section 2 of the Children’s Category. Sponsored by Julie 
and Tim Wickens  

The Wickens Cup Age 8-11 - Section 3 of the Children’s Category. Sponsored by Julie 

and Tim Wickens 
The Wickens Cup Age 12-16 - Section 4 of the Children’s Category. Sponsored by Julie 

and Tim Wickens 
The Westfall Memorial Cup - Best in Show. Sponsored by Gaza Westfall  
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Please note. From now onwards, trophies should no longer be engraved with 

the names of the winners of a trophy. This is designed to preserve the trophies 
going forward, and hopefully negate the need for future replacements. 

 
Dates for the diary 

➢ Trophies to be returned, to Vicky Beard, Applecroft, Far Oakridge by 15th August 
➢ Set up of the show from 3pm on 5th September  

➢ All entries to the Produce Show must arrive at the Village Hall between 8.30 
to 10.00am on 6th September. Judging of entries starts at 10.00am, so no 

entries can be accepted after this time. 
➢ Show opens at 12 noon on 6th September  

➢ The deadline for entries for the Produce Show is Wednesday 3rd September at 
4pm 

 

➢ Donations to the bric-a-brac stall to Jane Curzon, The Old Post Office, Oakridge 
Lynch by 4th September 

➢ Donations to the Bottle Tombola to Clive and Linda Reardon, Hillcroft, Oakridge 
Lynch, or ring 07794 425915 to arrange collection by 4th September – anything 

goes so long as it is full!    
➢ Donations of homemade cakes to the Tea and Cakes stall on the morning of 

the show, or in advance to Alison Hewitt, The Old Vicarage, Oakridge Lynch 
➢ Donations to the Book Stall to Pam and Philip Dawkins, Sunny Acre, Oakridge 

Lynch by 4th September  
 

Heather - hkf07@yahoo.com 
Gaza – gaza.westfall@btinternet.com 

Vicky - vbeard51@gmail.com 
 
 
 

CHARITY OF THE ANCIENT PARISH OF BISLEY 
 
We are able to offer support in many ways, including the provision of grants or goods 

to help those in need, or if you know someone in need please contact us. 
 

Grants are varied and include the following: 
 

• Those in need, where state support is not available, or where unexpected 

hardship has arisen 
 

• The sick, suffering or those who are convalescing or in need of rest or of obtaining 
domestic help during illness  

 

• Those who are in hospital 

 

• Young people participating in work-related experience at home and abroad where 
this is of a charitable nature 

 
Please visit www.bisleycharity-capb.org 

 
 

mailto:hkf07@yahoo.com
mailto:gaza.westfall@btinternet.com
mailto:vbeard51@gmail.com
http://www.bisleycharity-capb.org/
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TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
 
French “Coals to Newcastle”! 

 
Over a long weekend in June a group of 

members of Bisley-with-Lypiatt Twinning 
Association travelled by coach, and 

overnight ferry, to our twinned village of 
Plessala in rural Brittany. The group stayed 

at the homes of French families and as 
always enjoyed lavish hospitality. The 

weekend was filled with the usual warm 

welcome, copious quantities of food and drink and many new friendships being 
established. 

 
As a gift from England rather like “taking coals to Newcastle”, the group gave a case of 

mostly local Gloucestershire wines to the French committee, with grateful thanks to 
Richard and Laura at Stroud Wines for sourcing and advising us the wines to take. 

En route the group stopped for breakfast at Sainte Mére Église, the first French town 
liberated by the Allies in WW2; had a lunch-break in the beautiful medieval town of 

Dinan and made the obligatory hypermarket stop to top up on French produce to bring 
home. We arrived at Plessala to a civic reception and welcome from the Mayor. 

 
On the Saturday there was a joint trip by coach with 

a sizeable group of our hosts joining us, to La Poète 
Ferrailleur, an outdoor ‘eco-museum come art 

gallery’, crammed full of offbeat and ingenious 

working sculptures made from scrap iron, wood, 
metal and other odds and ends. A fascinating 

whimsical and surreal lifetime project by artist and 
filmmaker Robert Coudray. Willy Wonka’s World of 

Imagination came to mind. A picnic lunch was served by the lake, serenaded by a 
chorus of large green frogs, returning to a very late night of laughter, eating and 

drinking at the homes of our French hosts. 
 

Sunday passed on individual trips out to various places chosen by our hosts: the 
seaside, a lake cruise and visits to other places of interest, getting back to Plessala in 

time for an evening of Breton dancing – taking part obligatory and shambolic; followed 
by a BBQ. 

The Twinning has now been in place for 32 years, and will hopefully last for many more. 
We are now making plans for the return visit of the French members to the Bisley area 

in 2026. Our website www.bisleytwinning.org.uk shows details of past visits and will 

shortly include photos of this year’s trip. New members are always welcome: please 
contact John Hughes (mail@jmhughes.plus.com); or Paul Hunt (paulhunt284@ 

gmail.com) 
 

Photos:  
1. The joint group in front of our coach 

2. La Poète Ferrailleur 
 

 

http://www.bisleytwinning.org.uk/
mailto:mail@jmhughes.plus.com


20 

Stop Press:  

Please put a date in your diary for our annual Curry + Quiz night at Oakridge 
Village Hall on Friday 10th October at 7pm. We are holding the price for a 

delicious home cooked meal at last year’s £12 per adult and £5 per child. 
Tickets will be available in early September, but as we have filled the hall the 

last few years, if you would like to come please let us John or Paul know so 
we can make sure you have tickets as soon as they are out. 

 
 

 

FRITHWOOD SURGERY PATIENT PARTICIPATION 
GROUP (PPG) NEWS 

 

Lots of people have been enjoying our weekly health walks and making new friendships. 
The walks are about 1.5 miles long and at an easy pace so ideal for anyone recovering 

from surgery or illness, for those who want to start exercising or anyone who would 
just like some friendly chat while having a walk. We meet at Frithwood Surgery at 10am 

every Wednesday morning and there is no need to book or to commit to walking every 

week, just turn up when you fancy a walk and some company. Afterwards, we enjoy a 
cup of tea or coffee and more chat at the Chalford Parish Centre. 

 
On Tuesday 15th July, the PPG held another ‘CPR and Defibrillator training evening’ for 

patients and Sophie McCracken delivered another excellent session. The evening was 
oversubscribed so do watch out for another evening being held in the future. Please let 

us know if you have any suggestions for other training evenings that you think would 
be good to support our patient community. You can contact the PPG at 

frithwoodppg@email.com. 
 

The PPG has purchased three new pieces of equipment to help practice staff and 
improve patient treatments. The first item is an electric three section bariatric couch, 

costing £2,650. It has replaced an old couch in one of the clinic rooms which staff and 
patients found difficult to use because the height of it could not be adjusted. The lovely 

new couch can easily be adjusted to the correct height, making it much more 

comfortable for patients and staff to use. It is also wider than an average couch and 
suitable for accommodating patients with higher body weights or additional movement 

needs. 
 

The second item, which is already getting plenty of use, is a replacement INR testing 
machine, costing about £1,400, which is used to monitor blood clotting times for 

patients who are taking warfarin and inform any adjustments to their dosage. The 
newer model allows staff to have instant results instead of bloods having to be sent 

away to the lab. 
  

The PPG has also bought some specific ceiling mounted lighting, costing £2,900, for 
use in the practice’s minor surgery, vasectomy and women’s health clinics. The older 

existing lighting is difficult to manoeuvre whereas this new lighting will be wired into 
the treatment/minor surgery room and provide a much brighter light source which can 

be easily repositioned to suit the procedure underway. 
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The PPG committee would like to say a massive thank you to those of you who are 

members of the PPG 100 Club and those of you who have made donations. We could 
not provide these improvements without your valuable support – it makes such a 

difference! 
 

 

BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Please see the Parish Council website for Ward information and minutes of Council 

meetings www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk.   
Next PC meetings: Wednesday 3rd September 2025 (no meeting in August) 

 

Any issues in the Oakridge Ward of our Parish please contact 
Cllr Roger Budgeon - roger@greenshopgroup.co.uk  

Cllr Dennis Robbins - d.robbins1945@btinternet.com 
Cllr Beth Hughes – beth.hughes@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk 

Cllr Ian Greves – ian.greves@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk 
 

Parish Clerk:  
E: admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk  

 
Oakridge News 

 
Potholes - don’t forget to report issues such as potholes directly via FixMyStreet. 

 
Graffiti in bus shelter – removal of the graffiti which appeared in the bus shelter at 

the Waterlane Crossroads is in hand.   We hope to work with the school to do something 

interesting with the interior of the shelter in the coming months. 
 

Water supply to the Waterlane Allotments - The Parish Council have been 
successful in securing a Lottery funding grant to install a permanent water supply to 

the Waterlane Allottments, Community Orchard and field in Waterlane.This will include 
a standpoint and water troughs serving all three areas.   The project will require a road 

closure of Limekiln Lane for a short period of time to allow for Severn Trent to install a 
connection point from the mains water supply.   The work should be complete by 

Autumn. 
 

Football goal posts - The Parish Council have responded to the request from members 
of the Oakridge community to fund the erection of football goal posts on the Oakridge 

Playing fields. 
  

20 mph speed initiative - The Parish Council will be responding positively to a 

Gloucestershire County Council initiative asking whether Parish Councils would be 
supportive in principle of a move to a 20 mph speed in rural villages. This is likely to 

be a long term initiative and we will monitor its progress. 
  

Wildlife observations - If anyone has any interesting wildlife or nature obserations, 
please email it and any pictures to   lesley.greene@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk to be 

added to the Local Nature Action Plan on the website.  
  

http://www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/
mailto:roger@greenshopgroup.co.uk
mailto:d.robbins1945@btinternet.com
mailto:admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk
https://www.fixmystreet.com/
mailto:lesley.greene@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk
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Dark Skies Policy - published below is the Council’s recently updated policy, which 

encourages all residents to consider lighting options within their properties. 
 

DARK SKIES POLICY 

Bisley-with-Lypiatt Parish is a dark parish, that is to say it has no street lighting.  It 
encourages residents to consider lighting options, both existing and new.  Implications 

of this policy are considered and can be seen below: 

  

 Energy: Dark skies reduce energy consumption which the Parish Council supports 
alongside the use of energy efficient outdoor lighting when installed by residents 

and businesses.  
 Ecology: In our rural settings, wildlife is all around us and outdoor lighting 

impacts all species so careful choices should be made near sensitive wildlife 
habitats. Bad lighting can have a detrimental effect on wildlife (see additional 

notes below).  
 Public Safety: Poorly installed lighting can be a hazard to motorists, bicyclists and 

pedestrians at night. Keeping night skies dark reduces glare but placing the right 
amount of light in the right place helps everyone’s safety.  

 Crime: A good policy to protect dark skies can enhance security. 

  Local Public Intrusion:  Exterior building lights should be aimed downwards and 
only light an immediate area so as not to affect nearby sites; in addition, they 

should not be left on during all hours of darkness, only the hours required. 
 

The Parish Council Dark Skies Policy therefore concludes that parishioners and 
businesses should: 

 
 Only use light when absolutely necessary 

 Use shading to target beams of light 
 Always use the lowest light levels 

 Turn off lights as soon as possible 
 Use warmer coloured lights where possible 

 
Supporting Information 

An international report done in 2020 illustrates that Artificial Light At Night (ALAN) is 

contributing to a decline in insects, it reduces plant pollination, affects bat behaviour 
and also the daytime activities of some things like robins, feeding for longer and singing 

at night. Light pollution is thought partly to blame for the decline of glow worms.  A 
report by the UK Centre for Ecology and Hydrology illustrated that LED lights, because 

of the wave frequency, contributed to more insect loss than sodium lights. Moth 
caterpillar population was found to be 52% lower under LED lights than unlit areas.  

Many research reports are now reinforcing this fact.  
 

Humans cannot see the light that all plants, insects, fungi and fish produce to repel 
predators and attract mates or pollinate plants. In nature, even light from distant 

sources disturbs eating, breeding seasons, and can kill (this is especially true for 
moths)  

 
In rural areas, compared with urban areas, the visibility in the night sky of the moon, 

stars and planets is so much clearer; this has been more obvious in the clear night 

skies of spring 2025.  
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Bisley-with-Lypiatt Parish Council supports the ‘Cotswolds Conservation Board Position 
Statement Dark Skies & Artificial Light’ which can be found on their website. 

 
Cotswolds Conservation Board Position Statement – Dark Skies and Artificial 

Light 
https://www.cotswolds-nl.org.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Cotswolds-Dark-

Skies-Artificial-Light-Position-Statement.pdf 
 

 
 

DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

Natural Flood Management: SDC’s nationally-recognised natural 

flood management scheme is this summer carrying out a project at 
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust’s Trillis Banks nature reserve, below 

Oakridge. This will reduce flooding downstream and help restore this 
part of the Holy Brook stream. 

 
Recycling Changes: Food and drink cartons, such as milk and juice containers, should 

now be put in recycling bins with bottles and cans, rather than with paper.  And 
batteries, vapes and e-cigarettes, in a clear, used plastic bag placed on the lid of your 

food waste bin on your food waste collection day. For anything else, use the Waste 
Wizard (on SDC website) to find out where you can recycle it. And remember the waste 

hierarchy: Reduce, Reuse, Rehome, Recycle, Bin it (as a last resort). 
Never put batteries in general waste or recycling bins, as they can cause fires 

in a vehicle. 

 
Rural England Prosperity Fund: The Council has been awarded funding for a third 

year through the Government’s Rural England Prosperity Fund. Bisley-with-Lypiatt 
Parish Council received £7000 from this scheme for the new play area in Eastcombe 

and £16000 for walling and other work at the playing field in Bisley. 
 

Cultural Strategy: SDC’s Cultural Strategy was launched in April with ‘Culture Shock’, 
a day-long event at Stroud Valleys Artspace at the Goods Shed (the Brunel building by 

the train station). Following this, we are planning similar events and new projects 
around the district, with the aim especially of helping promote the arts in parts of the 

district that are less well-served, with the interests and needs of young people a priority. 
 

As always, please contact me about any district council matters: Martin Brown, 
cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk,  01452 770878 

 

 
 

BisCAN 
Bisley Climate Action Network 

BISLEY ,  EASTCOMBE &  OAKRIDGE   
bisleyeastcombeoakridgecan@gmail.com 

 

https://www.cotswolds-nl.org.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Cotswolds-Dark-Skies-Artificial-Light-Position-Statement.pdf
https://www.cotswolds-nl.org.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Cotswolds-Dark-Skies-Artificial-Light-Position-Statement.pdf
mailto:cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk
about:blank
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LOCAL PLANNING NEWS 
 
Information relating to local planning issues, as outlined on the Stroud District Council 

website: https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications.   See the Parish 
Council website for local input.  Here is a summary of local planning news in the period  

17th May – 15th July 2025 
 

S.25/1005/HHOLD 

Erection of single storey side extension 
Kenelm, Oakridge Lynch 

Permitted 

S.25/0991/CPE 
Certificate of lawfulness for use of land as landscaping business 

Land at Limekiln Lane, Waterlane 

 
Awaiting 

Decision 

S.25/0723/FUL 
Self-build 2 storey dwelling and associated buildings 

Land at Limekiln Lane, Waterlane 

 
Refused 

S.25/0615/HHOLD 

Demolish lean to and erect single storey extension 

The Folly, Oakridge Lynch 

 

Awaiting 

Decision 

 

 
 

COUNTY COUNCIL NEWS – Introducing our new 

Councillor for Bisley & Painswick 
 
I moved to Gloucestershire in 2007 with my wife and our first 

daughter. Our second daughter came along in 2009. Our eldest 
daughter has now just finished her A-levels at school in Stroud 

and the youngest has just finished her GCSEs. 
 

Prior to retiring in 2021 I was a head of personal injury and 

technical claims for Ageas Insurance, based in Brockworth. 
Since retiring I have run a small community interest company 

which helps people to live financially sustainable lives and have 
been studying environmental management with the Open University. 

 
I was elected as District Councillor for Painswick and Upton in May 2023 and re-elected 

in 2024. In May 2025 I was elected County Councillor for Bisley and Painswick, which 
includes Oakridge. I am also the chair of housing at Stroud District Council and the 

chair of the Corporate Overview and Scrutiny Committee at Gloucestershire County 
Council. 

 
I am keen to support residents, in particular, to help communities be safer, to support 

those affected by the cost-of-living crisis, improve rural transport and highways and to 
protect the precious place that we live in. 

 

When not being a councillor and a dad I can be found cycling, running and walking in 
our beautiful countryside or with my head inside a book. 

I can be contacted on 07773 778050 or at gary.luff@gloucestershire.gov.uk 

https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications
mailto:gary.luff@gloucestershire.gov.uk
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CITIZENS ADVICE 
 

I got a text asking me to click on a link to reschedule a 

parcel delivery I’d missed. I was waiting for a parcel from 
Royal Mail at the time, so I clicked on the link and was 

asked to make a payment. Luckily, my daughter told me 
the text is a scam and to ignore it, but I almost gave away 

my personal details. How can I spot the signs of this type of scam myself in 
the future? 

 
Parcel delivery scams are becoming increasingly common. Ones involving texts and 

emails are known as phishing scams, and aim to trick you into giving away your 
personal information and financial details, so your bank account and money can be 

accessed. 
 

One way scammers do this is by enticing people to click on links, which can lead to fake 
websites, in the hope that this information will be entered.  

 

While scammers can pretend to be from any parcel delivery company, many of them 
choose Royal Mail because it’s the largest delivery company in the UK. This means the 

chances of scammers contacting someone who receives parcels from Royal Mail, is 
higher. 

 
These scams can be in the form of a text, like yours was, or an email or phone call. 

There are also reports of fake ‘Something for You’ cards, which Royal Mail leave when 
a delivery is attempted, but no-one is home. 

 
Here are some tips on how you can stay vigilant and spot the signs of a parcel 

delivery scam, and other scam messages: 
 

● If you’re waiting for a parcel, and get a message that asks you to pay to get it, 
or reschedule the delivery it’s usually a scam. 

● Don’t click any links or attachments in the text or email. Delivery companies won’t 

ask you to pay them through a link in an email or text. 
● Parcel delivery scammers often pretend to be from an organisation like Royal 

Mail, and can try to make you click on a fake version of the company’s genuine 
website, which asks for personal information or login details - these can appear 

real. 
● To check if a link is genuine, hover your mouse over the link without clicking on 

it, or press and hold on the link on a mobile device. You should be able to see the 
address the link goes to, and check it’s the same as the company’s official website 

address.  
● Make sure you check the address carefully - fake link addresses can look similar 

to the genuine address. 
● Other signs of a message that is a scam include bad spelling and grammar, and 

when it starts with a general greeting instead of your name. But, scam messages 
can sometimes be sophisticated - so don’t rely on obvious mistakes only. 

● If you get an email, check if the email address matches the sender’s name or 

organisation - you might have to click on their name to see the email address. 
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● If there’s something you’re unsure about, don’t feel pressured to act. You can 

find the official details for the company the person who has contacted you says 
they’re from, and ask the company if they’ve contacted you. 

 

Royal Mail has a helpful page on its website of examples of delivery scams, including 
text messages and emails people have received. 

 
You can check if you think something you’ve seen online, or in a text or email you’ve 

received, might be a scam, using an online tool on the Citizens Advice website. If you 
have been scammed, you can report it on the Citizens Advice website, and check what 

else you need to do - including protecting yourself from further risks. 
 

Being targeted by a scammer or falling victim to a scam can make people feel anxious 
or embarrassed, but it’s important to remember scammers are clever and scams can 

happen to anyone. Reporting them helps track down and stop scammers, and prevent 
other people from ending up in the same situation. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Professional, reliable and effective service 
 

RSPH Level 2 certified 
 

www.ecopestcontroller.com 
www.facebook.com/ecopestcontroller 

will@ecopestcontroller.com or 07918587473 
 

 
 

 

https://www.royalmail.com/help/scam-examples
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/scams/what-to-do-if-youve-been-scammed/
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/scams/reporting-a-scam/
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/scams/what-to-do-if-youve-been-scammed/
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/scams/what-to-do-if-youve-been-scammed/
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

AUGUST 2025 
 

Tues 5th  • Garden Club 7.30 pm 

Weds 6th     • Oakridge Walking Group 
• Film Night, Village Hall 

10.00 am 
6.45 pm 

Thurs 7th   • Café Church, St Bartholomew’s 10.00 am - noon 

Weds 13th  • Ladies Night 7.30 pm 
Weds 20th • Oakridge Walking Group 

• Lunch Club, Village Hall 

10.00 am 

Noon – 2.00 pm 

Mon 25th  • Inter-village Quiz, Bisley 6.30 pm 

 

SEPTEMBER 2025 
 

Weds 3rd  • Oakridge Walking Group 

• Parish Council, Bisley 
• Film Night, Village Hall 

10.00 am 

7.30 pm 
6.45 pm 

Thurs 4th    • Café Church, St Bartholomew’s 10.00 am - noon 

Sat 6th • Village Show, Playing Field Noon – 4.30 pm 
Weds 10th  • Oakridge Walking Group 

• Ladies Night 

10.00 am 

7.30 pm 

Thurs 11th  • WI, Village Hall 7.30 pm 
Weds 17th   • Oakridge Walking Group 

• Lunch Club, Village Hall 

10.00 am 

Noon – 2.00 pm 

Sat 20th  • What’s On Closing Date 5.00 pm 

Weds 24th  • History Group, Village Hall 7.30 pm 

 

Saturday 20th September, 5pm - CLOSING DATE 

for the October / November 2025 WHAT’S ON  
 
The What’s On is created from articles written by members of the community.  We have great 
regular contributors, but always welcome new features/writers/artwork for the cover.  

Donations toward costs are always appreciated – please contact the editor for details. 
 

Editor: Victoria Beard        Email: editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com  

 
Disclaimer: The editor reserves the right to edit or omit material.     E&OE 

 
If you prefer the online version of What’s On and no longer want a paper copy, please 

email editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com with your name and address and I can 
adjust the printing circulation list 

 
 

Cover photo credit – Gaza Westfall 

Printing by Wheatley Printers Ltd, Thrupp 

mailto:editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com

