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USEFUL INFORMATION

e The village website — www.oakridgevillage.org - for up-to-date information,
including Village Hall availability and Village Events Calendar

e Facebook n pages — Oakridge Village Network and Oakridge Village Hall,

Oakridge Lynch

Village network WhatsApp group

Village Hall bookings - johnloosley40@gmail.com

Butcher’'s Arms 07597 426083 or thebutchersarms.oakridgelynch@gmail.com

Ollie’s Shop - 01285 760239 Mon-Fri 9-5 Sat 9-1 Sun 9-12

Oakridge Parochial School - 01285 760269

Sign up to receive news of events, films and the What’s On direct to your email

inbox, via the village website — www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist

e Instagram @ account (oakridgelynch), to accompany the Village Hall
Facebook page and the village website. Contact Claire Robinson on
07903 974577 if you'd like to submit some photographs, full credit will be given

EDITOR’'S NOTE

Online Version of What's On

If you prefer the online version of What’s On and no longer want a paper copy, please
email editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com with your name and address and I can adjust
the printing circulation list.

Saturday 21st September, 5pm - CLOSING DATE
for the October/November 2024 WHAT'S ON

The What's On is created from articles written by members of the community. We have
great regular contributors, but always welcome new features/writers/artwork for the
cover. Donations toward costs are always appreciated - please contact the editor for
details.

Editor: Victoria Beard Email: editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com

Disclaimer: The editor reserves the right to edit or omit material. E&OE

Cover photo credit: Gaza Westfall


http://www.oakridgevillage.org/
mailto:johnloosley40@gmail.com
mailto:thebutchersarms.oakridgelynch@gmail.com
http://www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist
mailto:editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com
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THE CHURCH IN OAKRIDGE

VICAR: Rev. S Murray 01452 770897
PCC SECRETARY: Kim Barber 01452 770626 or
silverbirches.waterlane@gmail.com

Service details at www.bisleybenefice.org.uk, church and village
noticeboards

Greetings from the Church in Oakridge, we wish you all a happy summer. Sadly, at the
end of term, we said goodbye to Mrs. Rhodes who introduced the school to Open the
Book, sixteen years ago. Thank you, Kay, for all your hard work in bringing Bible stories
to life for the children for so many years. The Open the Book team and the children will
look forward to seeing you around the village. Open the Book will return in September
with a set of exciting new Bible stories. We hope that the children and teachers enjoy
their summer break.

We would be delighted to welcome you to any of our events or to come and sit and
reflect in the church. Saint Bartholomew’s is open from 9am to 5pm daily. Vicar Sue
will be happy to chat to you should you have any thoughts or questions, please call her
on the above number, or look out for her at the Oakridge Show on 7t" September.

Café Church is thriving and pews have been rearranged to accommodate more people.
We look forward to seeing you at the popular coffee mornings on the first Thursday of
the month from 10 - 12 noon.

The Home group is taking a break during August and will commence again in
September. It meets twice monthly on Tuesday evenings for a meal and discussion of
a section of the bible. Should be interested in coming along, please contact Willem on
07857 535122 or willem.de.jager@hotmail.com

AUGUST

Thursday 1st August 10.00am - 12 noon Café Church

Sunday 4th August 9.30 am Morning Worship

Sunday 18t August 9.30 am Holy Communion
St. Bartholomew's day
Patronal Service with
Benefice Choir

Sunday 25t August 10.00 am BISLEY Songs of Praise in the
marquee

SEPTEMBER

Sunday 1st September 9.30 am Morning Worship

Thursday 5t September 10.00am - 12 noon Café Church

Monday 9th September 10.10 am Open the Book - with the school

Sunday 15t September 9.30 am Holy Communion

Monday 23 September 10.10 am Open the Book - with the school


http://www.bisleybenefice.org.uk/
about:blank
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CAFE CHURCH

Hi Folks,

Well, the weather hasn’t been very good and as it rained on St. Swithin’s Day so I
suppose we may continue to get more of the same. IF the sun does shine on us then
we will have the café outside the church

Café in the Church continues to operate on the first Thursday of every month and our
next sessions are on the following dates:-

1t August 10 - 12
5th September 10 - 12
3rd October 10 -12

We are being well supported and we thank those who come on a regular basis. Us and
hopefully everyone is enjoying meeting up with friends and neighbours. As you know
the cakes are donated by the team and there are usually some fantastic, delicious cakes
on offer. So, if you are free, do drop in and see us, we are a friendly bunch, and
everyone is made to feel welcome. All monies are going towards the church to help
with the upkeep.

If you know of anyone who would like to demonstrate any art and crafts at the church
at the coffee morning, then we would love to hear from you. You can contact me on
01285 760665.

See you there.
Sharon Dawes

HARVEST SUPPER

Advance notice to look out for this year’s Harvest Supper on Saturday 5t October. Held
at 6.30 pm in the Village Hall, tickets will be available from Ali Mills or the pub, priced
at £10 per adult, children free.

GILL FARRAR’'S OAKRIDGE RAINWATCH

f/\_\ As measured by my rain gauge, recent rainfall levels were as
(./\ follows:

May .... 108.8 mm .... about 4.2 ins

\\\\ June .... 32 mm .... about 1.2 ins

A July (to 17th) ... 93.8 mm .... about 3.6 ins
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OAKRIDGE WALKING GROUP

Need some company while getting some exercise? Then come and join us. We're a
friendly, local walking group who meet every other Tuesday morning for a walk and a
natter. Walks are typically about 5 miles, start at 10 am and last around 2.5 hours.

The programme for the rest of the year as follows:

13t and 27t August
10t and 24th September
8t and 22" QOctober

5th and 19t November
3rd December

If you would like to join the group on any of these walks, please contact Keith or Helen
Dewhirst on 01452 770560. A warm welcome awaits you.

LUNCH CLUB

Lunch club is held in the village hall on the third
Wednesday of every month. Price is £8 per head and
all are welcome. If you would like to come along, but
haven’t already put your name on the list the previous
month, or need to cancel your place, please leave a
| message for Ali Mills on 01285 760568. This must be
{ done by the Friday before the Lunch Club at the latest,
| to allow for food ordering and preparation.

LADIES NIGHT

Every second Wednesday of the Month the lovely Ladies of Oakridge and beyond, meet
up in the Butcher’s Arms for a drink and a chinwag. All ladies are welcome to join us
from 7 pm. If you are new to the village, this is a great way to get to meet your
neighbours and our friendly bunch will always provide a warm welcome!!

Tamzin (tamzin.hutton@outlook.com)



mailto:tamzin.hutton@outlook.com
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OAKRIDGE VILLAGE HALL

ICommitted to providing quality social space for our community|

OAKRIDGE
VILLAGE
HALL
TRUST

There are opportunities to use the Hall most daytimes of the week, so : :
if anyone has any meetings they would like to hold, or clubs they could ‘o
suggest, please get in touch with John Loosley.

The Hall benefits from full fibre broadband supplied by Gigaclear under their community

use scheme - don’t forget to sign in and take full advantage of this when using the Hall
(and the playing field).

UPTO

15X

FASTER THAN

2 <
AR pro®

&Ligaclear

Faster broadband for rural Britain

The dishwasher has been replaced with a Maidaide commercial short cycle machine.
Many thanks to Rob Gal for ensuring installation was straightforward.

Look out for information on the AGM in October, which is open to all villagers.

Gordon Ward and family
would like to invite
friends and neighbours
from Oakridge and beyond,
to thank them for their help and support,
and to celebrate

Maureen
with tea, cakes and conversation.
Saturday 14th of September
from 2.00 pm
Oakridge Village Hall




CAKRI-GE FILM NIGHT

Film suggestions are always welcome, so if there is something you’d love to see on the
village big screen, do get in touch. We are looking at licensing to allow us to screen
more recent ‘mainstream’ films on an occasional basis.

The next Film Night is on 7t" August, so why not come along and join us? As usual, £5
on the door (please reserve tickets via www.oakridgevillage.org/boxoffice to give us an
idea of numbers), and a well-stocked bar will be available. Doors open at 6.45pm, film
starts at 7.30pm. Please note, CARD PAYMENTS ONLY.

As always, to find out more about upcoming films (and other village events), sign up
to the What's On Mailing List at www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist. - this will give you
a sneak preview of this film.

Note: we're taking a break in September, but we’ll be back on 2"® October.

BUTCHER'S ARMS

It's been almost a year since Ben and Ant re-
opened our village pub. Villagers have once again
been able to gather in the heart of Oakridge to
spend time with friends, family and neighbours -
something that was sorely missed during
lockdown and the long-term pub closure that
followed.

The team have worked hard to put on quiz nights,
live music, hog roasts, wine- or ale-tasting
evenings and a whole host of special offers and
events to keep the customers coming.

But now they need your help. Oakridge is not a huge village, that’s part of what makes
it so special. But the pub is really struggling, and it needs steady footfall and regular
customers to dine and drink. If every household visited once a fortnight for a drink,
that would help. If they had a meal, even better. The Butcher’s Arms team knows that
everyone has busy lives and many have budget constraints. So if you feel unable to
visit the pub regularly, they have asked that you help them by promoting the pub and
its lovely food far and wide. Bring in your friends from all the neighbouring villages,
hold meetings there, drop by for coffee, even book a private party.

The Butcher’s Arms is the heart and soul of our village. If we don't use it, we lose it.
Claire Robinson


http://www.oakridgevillage.org/boxoffice
http://www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist.
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OAKRIDGE GARDEN CLUB

Thinking back over the last six weeks, we have been lucky that our
summer visits have so far escaped the rain.

I missed the visit to the Laskett gardens near Ross, so I cannot
make any comment about it, but I hope those who went found it
worthwhile. The trip to Cadenham Manor was one I will not forget,
the house set in 4 acres with courtyards and stables. The owner
was delightful and told us how it was left to her by her grandmother 40 years ago. She
suggested we wander at our leisure to explore. We found wide borders of roses of
every colour, a peony garden and white garden. I loved the very old dovecot near the
moat. Outside the orangery, each side of the steps were lovely shrubs in full bloom,
did anyone write down what they were?

I enjoyed our summer social, a new idea to replace the busy winter one. The food was
excellent, how lucky we are to have Ali Mills. Thank you to the committee for all the
salads and especially to Cheryl for the fun, if difficult, quiz and for hosting the evening.
To be repeated I think.

Our last visit is to Bywell at Tunley - nice and close. A rare treat to see a garden not
open to the public.

Hope to see you at the August meeting, we have a talk on the National Garden Scheme.
Best wishes, Gill Wimperis

OAKRIDGE HISTORY GROUP

In May Steven Blake gave a talk on Gloucestershire’s medieval
churches with 90 images of big and tiny churches from all over the
county - Arlingham to Wyck Rissington, Tewkesbury Abbey to
Duntisbourne Rouse and from building periods spanning from 1056
to 1490. He concentrated on significant stone details and carvings which might not be
noticed, wall paintings and stained glass. Changes in styles of carving were particularly
well-illustrated, and our attention was drawn to details such as the styles of moustaches
sported by faces (one was an amazingly long twirling example!), different types of
foliage, and different styles of beasts - from dragons to Viking beakheads. (And did
you know that if you see an image of a dragon-slayer who has wings it is St. Michael,
but if the figure has a cloak it is St. George?)

A brief AGM in June confirmed the continuation of the existing committee and received
the accounts which maintain a credit balance. After this John Loosley and Kay Rhodes
read extracts culled from the Oakridge School Log Books, covering topics such as
children’s activities, teachers’ problems, parents reactions, illnesses and celebrations
and plenty of incidental information about life in the village. Photographs from early in
20th century and information on the setting up of the present school were on show as
well as further extracts from the log books.
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The final meeting of the History Group for this season is a guided visit to Gloucester
Docks on 24% July. The new season’s programme is now available, beginning with a
talk on September 25% by Simon Draper on “Making a living on the River Severn”. New
members are always welcome, and we look forward to an interesting programme of
speakers and topics.

Kay Rhodes

NATURE NOTES FROM WATERLANE

There was quite a commotion going on in my
garden early one morning and on looking out I
found a young fox being dive bombed by some
rooks. They clearly did not want it there but it
stood its ground and seemed unimpressed by
the provocation. Two pheasants then came out
of the undergrowth and offered their vocal
support staying perilously close to a very quick
fox. The fox continued to browse around the
garden digging small holes in the lawn, it
seemed to have caught the scent of something.
We have some bank voles in the garden and I
think it was this that had attracted its attention.
It certainly kills and eats small animals but it is an opportunistic feeder, taking carrion,
fruits and berries when available. In urban areas, some individuals are adept at raiding
dustbins, or at Ileast they were until the introduction of wheelie bins.

The fox is widespread, originally it might have been thought of as an animal of
woodland, farmland and moors, however it has proved to be extremely adaptable and
now occurs at surprisingly high densities in towns and cities. The most characteristic
call is a high-pitched scream uttered mainly by vixens for just a few weeks and most
in the dead of winter to mark the breeding season.

The confrontation with the rooks ended when the fox decided to try its luck with one of
the pheasants and chased it unsuccessfully out of the garden. I saw the same fox a
few weeks later scratching like mad and looking thinner and in poor health.

Alan White

HEDGEHOGS

A family of hedgehogs is resident in Far
Oakridge, so please be aware when driving
through, particularly at night, and keep an
eye out in your gardens. They should not
be given milk, but eat meat-based wet cat
or dog food, or plain kitten biscuits.
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OAKRIDGE SHOW....7t" September

This year’s show is nhow about a month away. A lot of pre-organisation for the show is
already in place, thanks to the work of the volunteers on the show committee
throughout the year.

We still need volunteers on the day to help with running stalls and the entrance
gate. Additionally, there is always the need for help with setting up the show
from 3pm to 6pm on Friday 6" September, and taking down the show afterwards.
These are big jobs, for which we need a lot of people! Please contact us (details below)
if you can help. Tickets for the Raffle will go on sale in advance this year, so look
out for tickets on sale at the Butchers Arms and at upcoming local events.

This issue of What's On includes the Entry Form for the Produce Show (also
available online through the village website). There are 57 categories for adults, and
16 specifically for children (although children can also enter any of the adult classes
too). The Produce Show forms the heart of the show, and is an ideal way to illustrate
your skills and inner competitiveness! This year, all entries are free, but please
note the new deadline date below.

Dates for the diary

Trophies to be returned, engraved if desired, to Vicky Beard, Applecroft, Far Oakridge
by 27th August

Set up of the show from 3pm on 6t September

Show opens at 12 noon on 7th September

The deadline for entries for the Produce Show is Wednesday 4th September at 4pm
Donations to the bric-a-brac stall to Jane Curzon, The Old Post Office, Oakridge Lynch
by 5th September.

Donations to the Bottle Tombola to Clive and Linda Reardon, Hillcroft, Oakridge Lynch,
by 5th September.

Donations to the General Tombola to Edwina Lidstone, Weir Farm, Oakridge Lynch,
between 2" and 5% September

Donations of homemade cakes to the Tea and Cakes stall on the morning of the show,
or in advance to Alison Hewitt, The Old Vicarage, Oakridge Lynch

Donations to the Book Stall to Pam and Philip Dawkins, Sunny Acre, Oakridge Lynch
by 5th September.

We hope that the show will be as successful as last year. This year, as well as the
regular stalls, we will have live entertainment, a Hog Roast provided by the Butcher’s
Arms, and new stalls to explore.

NEW FLAG

We will launch our new flag at the show. The flag was designed by Moyra Westfall-
Harvey. Initially this flag was designed as the show emblem, but it has now been
adopted by the Trustees of the Village Hall, as the new community flag. The intention
is to fly this flag from April to September, outside the Village Hall. Replacement flags
as required will be funded by the Village Show.

Heather - hkf07@yahoo.com
Gaza - gaza.westfall@btinternet.com
Vicky - vbeard51@gmail.com


mailto:hkf07@yahoo.com
mailto:gaza.westfall@btinternet.com
mailto:vbeard51@gmail.com
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WATERLANE: THOSE WERE THE DAYS

Great Uncle Alf, the Blacksmith, a man of many parts,

A foreman of the Gimson School, well versed in Arts and Crafts,
Had a forge within his garden where a hard day's work was done,
And who should join him later, Norman his gifted son.

Each had a fire bed and bellows, and an anvil at each end
Where they hammered hard in unison to make hot metal bend.
Such care and skill and interest shown to commissions all,

Fire dogs, and filigree on sconces for a wall.

Just across the footpath was Alfred's brother, Joe,

Working on his band saw that was running rather slow.

Chug, chug, chug, chug, zzzzzzzzzzz as the timber hit the blade,
A growing pile of sawdust that all this sawing made.

I'm told he had a sideline, a not forgotten skill,

Of grinding corn crops into flour, he'd learnt at Dorval Mill.

If one stands near to the crossroads where the little lane runs down,
One can see the former hostelry known fondly as "The Crown".

At 10 p.m. on Saturdays, out poured the merry throng

Departing in their separate ways and bursting into song.

Then came the Sunday strollers, dedicated Day of Rest,

This age old rural custom, clad in their Sunday best.

Engaged in lively chatter that one could hear quite plain,
Remarking on the gardens that they passed in Limekiln Lane.

The Saloon Bar was their chosen haunt, drinks set on paper discs,
Grandchildren on the wall outside with lemonade and crisps.

A Summer Sunday regular was the travelling ice cream man.

His name was Mr.Moseley who drove up in his van.

We listened for his tinkling bell resembling a clock's chime,
Wafers, tubs and cornets with raspberry juice on mine.

The Postman, Mr. Bridgeman, Oakridge his abode,

To empty out our letterbox, across The Common rode.

He took out the pile of missives, transferred them to a sack,
Then jumped astride his bicycle to make the journey back.
| remember well the village dogs | grew up with as a child.
Bruce and Lassie at the farm with temperaments so mild.
Bonzo at Newton bungalow and Hector up our lane.

Jock was cousin Nancy's dog and difficult to train.

Oil lamps and candles, no electricity, no mains,

The Doctor called to see us to ease our aches and pains.
Contentment in abundance, this, our accepted lot.

We never thought unduly of what we hadn't got.

Alison Gavrdiner
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Spotlight on ...,

o

Samantha Timms
Destined to Fly

Samantha grew up on the south coast and after leaving school moved up to Manchester to
study clothing design technology. Her first job was working in a bank for a year, which did not fulfil
her wish to travel. She then worked for a couple who
filmed Formula 1 events. This meant travelling a lot §
and living in France including 18 months in Corsica
when as she was 24. She was very happy with this
varied and exciting lifestyle and came to love the
French way of life becoming proficient in the
language as a bonus. Her love of travelling grew.

She had wanted to work for BA from a young age and
after the French experience she decided to pursue a “P-
career as cabin crew. The first two attempts with BA # 2"~
were unsuccessful but she gained experience flying - ;
with Air Europe. At the third attempt she was
accepted by BA at the age of 26. It was around this
time that she met her future husband Paul who was
already with BA.

In those days, she flew long haul which involved long

periods away as the planes had to have stopovers until they were able to carry more fuel. Sam
flew mainly in 747s and DC10s to destinations such as New York, Africa and Hong Kong via
Delhi. She immediately loved the work and felt that she had found her true career. For this
career, it was necessary to have life skills and to be happily independent - there were no mobile
phones when Sam started, so being comfortable with being away from family was really
important. She had no problem with this and was keen to travel to as many different countries
as possible. In the early days, crew had to be unmarried and there were no part-time contracts,
so being a working mum was not really possible.

Consequently, when Paul and Sam were married (by now acceptable for BA) and wanted to
start a family, Sam changed to short haul flights. She took maternity leave when their son
Cameron was on the way and when he was 8 months old, she returned to work and was
fortunate to be able to job-share with her sister-in-law Lee who also had young children.
Child-minding could be shared so the cousins grew up together and Sam and Lee could
continue with their flying careers. Lee’s husband Andrew also helped to fill the child-care
gaps when Paul was away. Paul’s parents in Bedfordshire helped out too.
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Eventually, Sam and Paul felt that a rural location would be better for family life and they
decided to look for a house in Cirencester. When no suitable properties were for sale in
Cirencester they looked further afield in the area and their current home came up in Oakridge
Lynch.

It took a while for Sam to get used to living in the country. The pace of life was so different
from that of their previous locations and the narrow lanes were a challenge at first. She missed
the sea and especially being close to the Channel Islands, a favourite location of Sam and Paul.
Lee, Andrew and their children also decided to move to Gloucestershire. The two families
lived together in the Timms’ house for 20 months while Lee and Andrew were house hunting
and they eventually settled in Far Oakridge. With their invaluable child-care arrangements
now continuing, both were able to carry on with long haul flying. Schedules were very
different from the early days since modern aircraft fuel capacity meant that trips away were
shorter.

Getting a dog gave Sam and Paul the chance to meet more locals and they soon became
integrated into village life. They found that they had much in common with others who had
moved from elsewhere and they really appreciated the beautiful surroundings. Cameron went
to school in Cheltenham and then studied quantity surveying at university. He now lives with
his partner Sophie in his late grandmother’s cottage in Oxfordshire.

Sam feels that her career as cabin crew has been fantastic and she has been so pleased to have
realised her childhood ambition. She now works part-time with Gloucestershire County
Council as a registrar and wedding celebrant. She says that the skills she learned as cabin crew
are applicable to her new job since both of them involve looking after people in situations
where there is often a need to keep calm when nervousness is an issue.

Sam loves being outdoors and her hobbies include running and keeping fit. Harking back to
her first studies, she also enjoys crochet and sewing (she made scrubs for hospitals during
covid). She is also a member of the Oakridge Players. She would like to become better at
gardening now that she has more free time.

Sue Wise. June 2024. 07766 705357. 01285 762800

OAKRIDGE WI

We were unable to hear about ‘Yellowstone’ on 13 June due to the
[ e speaker’s ill health - disappointing, but will be kept in mind for another
date.

INSPIRING WOMEN Our replacement speaker’s topic was ‘How to learn to swim in a bowl
of water’ - who would have thought it? Ian Rampton has had a varied career: the
RAF, teacher training, work in a women'’s prison in an educational capacity, officially
retiring in December 2023. He now does swimming coaching as a volunteer. His
interest was sparked about this technique after reading an article by a Frenchman
(Piére) in the Sunday Mail; he subsequently contacted him and on his visits to England
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worked with him. Judy Mackie was our guinea pig and did brilliantly. The method
was, of course, how to breathe underwater for short periods of time. Those of us who
were swimmers from an early age sort of knew this without thinking, and those non-
swimmers wished they had known this after being pushed in at the deep end and never
tried again.

11t July was the Cirencester Town walk, which went well, enjoyed by those able to go
and the weather was kind.

August is holiday month, however, one of our local WIs, Brimscombe and Thrupp (the
Bats) is holding a Country and Western evening at Bussage School.

12t September is our next meeting, when we have another visit from Robert Bryant
‘Bergen to the Lofoken Islands, Norway’. The photography will be spectacular.

10t October Steve Rowley ‘Glos: Folk and Fairy Tales’

Happy holidays to you all.
Mary Fern

JOHN TAYLOR'’S FOUNDATION

The John Taylor's Foundation is a local charity that issues small grants to
students going on to Higher Education (excluding A Levels) or those undertaking
apprenticeships to assist with the cost of books, tools or equipment.

If you are aged under 25, and live in the Ancient Parish of Bisley (the area includes all
of the civil parish of Bisley with Lypiatt, including Eastcombe and Oakridge, most of
Bussage and part of Chalford), please apply in writing to The Trustees
at jennytaylori944@outlook.com stating your full name, age, address, university
course or employer.

The Trustees of the John Taylor’s Foundation meet twice a year in March and September
when applications will be considered.
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TWINNING ASSOCIATION

Due to an unfortunate clash of dates,
we had to postpone this September’s
§ trip to Plessala. We now plan to go in
May 2025. The membership is being
consulted on 3 dates suggested by our
French friends. If you think you might
B be interested in coming along to
i Brittany, please contact John Hughes.

In the meantime, we are planning a
couple of social events:

7pm.

The quiz element is light-hearted and will involve you guessing the countries of origin
of the cheeses, and what animal each is from. We will have a chance to sample the
wines supplied by the French committee, and tickets are £15.00 per person to include
drinks. Soft drinks and non-alcoholic wine will be available. Please contact Julie Hughes
(mail@jmhughes.plus.com) or phone her on 07900-271910 for more details. We will

aim to be outside on the terrace overlooking Golden Valley, weather permitting,
otherwise inside, so please sign-up to come and join us for a relaxed Sunday afternoon.

Curry + Quiz returns on Saturday night 9t November at Oakridge Village Hall. The
format will be as previous years and Gaza Westfall who was our quizmaster last year,
has kindly agreed to do the honours again, and has already got this year’s quiz ready!
Please note your diaries, for what promises to be another enjoyable bash, when we are
all in need of a bit of pre-Christmas cheering up.

Contact details: John Hughes e-mail mail@jmhughes.plus.com phone 07810-123511
Paul Hunt e-mail paulhunt284@gmail.com phone 07814-621700.
Visit our website: http://www.bisleytwinning.org.uk/
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OAKRIDGE CRICKET CLUB

Oakridge Cricket Club
Est 1900

Oakridge Cricket Club have been playing in the Village for nearly 125 years!

Having been promoted in 2023, Oakridge now play Saturday league cricket in the Gloucestershire
County League Div. 7. We also play some Sunday friendly / memorial games through the summer.
We have so far had a mixed season in the League. Having lost a few matches right at the death we
are currently mid table. The hope for the club is to remain in the County league next season as we
have enjoyed the challenge thus far.

Remaining 2024 Home Fixtures

August 10" Lechlade
August 24 Oaksey

Oakridge youth training session on Friday evenings are unfortunately coming to an end. We have
run both the ECB All Stars & Dynamos programmes for children looking to get into cricket. For a
small village club this has gone down really well again. Having 28 young children taking part in cricket
activities is amazing and what will keep the club running in the future.

The club plan to hold a club day early September, most likely the weekend after the flower show.
We will have an adult’s match, and we also hope to invite all the youngsters along for more fun
cricket activities on the day. A BBQ should finish off the day and season in a great way.

Oakridge Youth Winter Coaching
The club are looking to run more youth coaching over the winter. This will almost certainly be held
at Thomas Keble School. Dates and times to follow. All youngsters of any ability welcome.

If you would like to join, support, donate to the club, or help out in any way, for more information
please contact: Mark Robbins mlrobbins@btinternet.com

COUNTY COUNCIL NEWS

Get in touch
Do please contact me if you have any comments / questions or concerns
Cllr Susan Williams Susan.williams@gloucestershire.gov.uk Mobile 07766318854



about:blank
mailto:Susan.williams@gloucestershire.gov.uk
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BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT PARISH COUNCIL

Please see the Parish Council website for Ward information and minutes of Council
meetings www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk.
Next PC meeting: Wednesday 4t September 2024

Any issues in the Oakridge Ward of our Parish please contact
Cllr Roger Budgeon - roger@greenshopgroup.co.uk

Clir Dennis Robbins - d.robbins1945@btinternet.com

Cllr Beth Hughes - beth.hughes@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk
Cllr Ian Greves - ian.greves@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk

Parish Clerk:
E: admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk

Oakridge News
A happy summer to you all, where’s the sun I hear you say.?! Hopefully if you have

little children, you are now enjoying the new baby swing, when the weather permits.

Grit bins have been inspected in preparation for the winter months and any issues have
been duly noted.

Some trees within the Parish have been identified and will be cut back for safety in the
coming months. Don’t forget you can report ash dieback in the usual place:
https://www.fixmystreet.com/

Far Oakridge allotment path mowing has been added to our schedule and we would like
to send a polite reminder to all allotment holders that we process only allotment waste
and not personal waste from home gardens.

We have been made aware of a few comments towards our team of contractors that
cut our fields, grave yards and footpaths. As a parish we would just like to reiterate
that great care is taken by the team of contractors to protect the flowers and verges at
all times. However we also have to balance that with the safety of parishioners whether
on foot or in vehicles. If anyone has any issues or concerns, they should direct them
to our clerk admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk rather than address the contractors
directly.

Did you know that it is illegal to fly-post on private property, structures, paving and
street furniture? This includes posters that usually advertise events with posters,
stickers or bills that are put up without the permission of the property owner. Please
use ward notice boards if you wish to advertise anything.


http://www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/
mailto:roger@greenshopgroup.co.uk
mailto:d.robbins1945@btinternet.com
mailto:admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk
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LOCAL PLANNING NEWS

Information relating to local planning issues, as outlined on the Stroud District Council

website: https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications.

19th May - 19t July 2024

See the Parish
Council website for local input. Here is a summary of local planning news in the period

S.24/0484/HHOLD

Erection of rear extension and associated landscaping Permitted
Lynch Cottage, Oakridge Lynch

S.24/0549/FUL

Installation ground mounted solar panel array Application
Avenis Farm, Bournes Green Withdrawn
S.24/0808/HHOLD

Extensions and alterations Application
Woodside Cottage, Oakridge Lynch Withdrawn
S.24/0519/FUL

Development of 9 houses Refused
Land at The Crescent, Oakridge Lynch

S.24/0848/HHOLD

Erection of single storey studio outbuilding Permitted
The Wharf, Daneway

S.24/0768/HHOLD

Erection of 2 storey extension Refused
The Forge, Limekiln Lane, Waterlane

S.24/1175/HHOLD

Erection of 2 storey extension Awaiting
Woodside Cottage, Oakridge Lynch Decision

DISTRICT NEWS

Planning Application: An application to build nine houses on the
edge of Oakridge Lynch, which attracted quite a lot of local
attention, was refused on various grounds, including that it did not
meet any of the exceptions to the policy against new building
outside settlement limits. Details can be seen on the Council website
planning page; see application S.24/0519/FUL.

Crowdfunding Scheme: The Council is starting a crowdfunding scheme, through the
platform Spacehive (https://www.spacehive.com/), to help community groups raise
money for projects with benefits for local residents. The Council will match funds up to
50% of a project’s target, with £100,000 committed for the scheme in the current
budget. The first round will launch in September. If you think your group might have a
project that could use this help, please contact me to learn more.


https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications
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I have been re-appointed as the Council’s representative on the Boards of the
Cotswold National Landscape (the AONB), and Stroud Valleys Project. I continue on
the Development Control (planning) and Environment Committees, as Vice Chair of
the latter.

As always, please contact me about any district council matters: Martin Brown,
cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk 01452 770878

REFLECTION

the sunday sun pins my shadow
to the closely=-mown lawn below
where its merciless clarity
comes unendowed with charity

whether i spin whether i reel
whether i wheel upon my heel
whether i prance or pirouette
still i'm stalked by silhouette

why must my outcast projection
pursue me with the reflection
that residing deep inside me
is this man i don't want to be?

under the sun's foremsic glare
are your impurities laid bare?
you seem so self-sure.too secure
to have a flaw that has no cure

3ok (evitt
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Gloucestershire The National
@ Wildlife Trust ‘é’% . @Allotment Society

Chestergate Allotments & Community Orchard

Saturday 10 August 2024
Activites throughout the day, from 8:30am to 8:30pm

Put your ID skills to the
test, learn from experts, and
come together with your
local community to take
action for nature!

Registered Charity Number 232580

Gloucestershire /- Gloucestershire i D The National
wildlife Trust Wildlife Trust oBis Allotment Society

Chestergate Allotments & Community Orchard

Join Bisley-with-Lypiatt Parish Council and Gloucestershire Wildlife Saturday 10 August 2024
Trust for a day of identifying and recording as many species as
possible to kick off National Allotments Week. List of activities throughout the day
The data collected will then feed into the Local Nature Action Plan! A
220 Bird survey with Megan from Gloucestershire Wildlife Tru§t*
Im porta nt information 10- Invertebrate survey & hedgerow sweeping with Becs
11:30am Life in the Soil children's workshop™
() Dress appropriately for the weather - hats, suncream, boots, raincoats
ste 12- Talk with Rebecca Charley, Stroud District Council'’s Biodiversity Officer
12:30pm Local Nature Action Plan
() We recommend wearing long trousers to help prevent tick bites 1:::' Awards presentation to Oakridge School eco-warriors
. . i F i B i Bring-your-own picnic lunch on the allotment,
| : Perry
(D Bring plenty of water with you, and food if you're staying for the picnic! 1-2pm Moth s T oy
¢ P . d if : Wildlife, Weeds and Weather
(Dsome activities are weathirlec:te::::isefr;tr :(c:ar::y not go ahead if extreme 2-3pm SN i WA TOEHOMIE SRRy
3-4pm Drawing, observations of wildlifé"™
(DTake extra care by roads ool Ml cobts
apm Community Orchard Information & Education Board launch!
(DTake all your litter home with you {enke nctaded))
7-8pm Amphibian & dormouse tunnel survey
(D Please do keep any dogs on a lead for the duration of the day withlocal gistand t <Garoline Billingsley
8:30pm - ’ i o
Bat walk with Caroline Billingsl
What 3 Words - ///inhabited.slime.onion late! At watk with Laroine ¥
A’;i ts;:/ ';‘a,p‘m the Bisley C°mp°5ﬁ"§ SChe“: Z‘;"/‘zi:ﬁ 5 Drop-in throughout the day, or stay for the long haull
bisleyc ycomp o
‘You can park in the allotment entrance or by the gate s
Please email Martin or Lesley to book onto these sessions!
Martin: marti il.com
Lesley: lesleygreene2@googlemail.com

Registered Charity Number 232580
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tlder

(Sambucus nigra)

I realise that | have been avoiding elderberry
for some time now. Why should that be? Maybe
| was too focused on beech, pine and oak - tall
and strong. Or seduced by birch, willow or aspen
- slender and attractive. Shallow observer! | was
overlooking the many gifts that she has to offer.

It’s true, elder presents a rather untidy sight,
living as she often does on waste-ground or by
the roadside, branches all over the place. The wood is brittle, light and pithy and of no use on log fires. But
in folklore, if oak is the King and beech is the Queen of the woodlands, then elder is the wise woman, the
stern grandmother, the Elder. But what she may lack in looks, she makes up for in bounty. In late spring
we collect her densely packed white flowery heads for cordial, wine or tea.

Those that remain, will in the autumn produce deep purple berries, offering the chance to make cordials or
wine, rich in vitamin C and iron. The flowers and berries are mildly poisonous so must be cooked before
eating. Once the pith is drilled and the stems dried they can become simple flutes or whistles or be used to
blow a reluctant fire to life.

Distinctive features of elder are the pinnate leaf construction, each comprising 5-7 oval leaflets with tiny
serrations around the edge. Look out for a shrub or small tree with haphazard branch growth and in season,
the classic flower heads - umbels - are cleverly designed to present the tiny white flowers on a nearly flat
surface to the sun (like cow-parsley). Bark is grey-brown and corky getting more furrowed with age.

A variety of insects love the flowers for the nectar, and the berries are eaten by birds and mammals alike.
Moth caterpillars feed on the leaves, including the white-spotted pug, swallowtail, dot moth and buff
ermine.

=
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EILLDER - - « Hedgerow =+ « « Bark rough,corky

Herbalists tell us that an elderflower tea helps to bring on a cleansing sweat to combat cold and ‘flu-like
symptoms, and elderberry drinks can be prescribed as an anti-viral. It was believed that elder by your front
door would keep evil spirits from entering the house, and that anyone standing under an elder on mid-
summer’s eve would be able to see the faery-folk, but don’t fall asleep or you’ll be carried off! So I've missed
that dead-line. Next year maybe.

It’s been a slow start, but I've learnt that elder is a very potent native, to be respected and listened to, like
grandma.

Peter Collings-Wells
whitespringbooks.co.uk
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e
Patient
Participation
Group
CPR and Defibrillator Training ﬁ
Tuesday 13 August at 7pm ‘f‘
at Frithwood Surgery ¢
g
E
|
!
|

Friday 27™ September

10.30 -12.30
Gawdew Cottage;, Oakridge Lynch

Come along to-raise money for
Macmilavv Cancer Support, to-help
people Living with cancer, whilst
enjoying coffee and cake with friends
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B & e '\ 04

INTER VILLAGE QUIZ k" o

L @
Teams needed from: ”,:
Bisley Bussage Chalford Eastcombe %
France Lynch & Oakridge G;‘,‘%
To Compete for a Prestigious Trophy 3)1,
N "
Sals Sunday 25th August 2024 "l
: 6.30pm for a 7pm start b,
iy at o
) © o =
e Bisley Flower Show Marquee, '-A_lafg»r.f
Cheltenham Road, GL6 7BI d B

D
To Include a Ploughman’s Supper. 4
Licensed Pay Bar Available.

£36 a Table/Team (max 6 in a team)
{no limit to number of teams per village) _
For Tickets scan this QR code, visit ticketsource, or ‘ ».‘

contact Fiona Gill, see below.
Olion

e
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/Bisley-Flower-
Show
Fiona Gill fiona@gillfamily.org.uk 0777 151 3382

Funds raised for The Bisley Flower Show and All Saints Church
B 8 a2t e Y

John Flexen

Joinery and quality carpentry
30 years experience
Specialist in bespoke fitted furniture
Having just relocated to my native county | am now
delighted to offer my craftsman skills locally.
Recent works include panelled hallway, garden
studios, hardwood book-casing, kitchen table, lighting
wall sconces.
Contact details: 07961 941861
Please leave a message and | will return your call.
Instagram : @flexenbespoke
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

AUGUST 2024

Thurs 15t
Tues 6t
Weds 7th
Sat 10t
Tues 13t

Weds 14th
Sun 18th

Weds 215t
Sat 25t%h
Tues 27th

Café Church, St Bartholomew'’s

Garden Club, Village Hall

Film Night, Village Hall

Bisley BioBlitz, Chestergate Allotments
Oakridge Walking Group

Defibrillator Training, Frithwood Surgery
Ladies Night, Butchers Arms

Twinning Association Wine & Cheese, Iles
House, Far Oakridge

Lunch Club, Village Hall

InterVillage Quiz, Bisley

Oakridge Walking Group

SEPTEMBER 2024

Weds 4t o
Thurs 5t
Sat 7th

Tues 10t
Weds 11t
Thurs 12t
Sat 14t

Weds 18th
Sat 21st
Tues 24th
Weds 25th
Fri 27t

Parish Council, Bisley
Café Church, St Bartholomew’s
Oakridge Show

Oakridge Walking Group

Ladies Night, Butchers Arms

WI, Village Hall

A celebration of the life of Maureen Ward,
Village Hall

Lunch Club, Village Hall
Closing date for What's On
Oakridge Walking Group
History Group, Village Hall
Macmillan  Coffee  Morning,
Cottage

Garden

Printing by Wheatley Printers Ltd, Thrupp

10.00 am - noon
7.30 pm
6.45 pm
8.30 - 8.30 pm
10.00 am
7.00 pm
7.00 pm
4.00 - 7.00 pm

Noon - 2.00 pm
6.30 pm
10.00 am

7.30 pm

10.00 am - noon
12 noon -

4.30 pm

10.00 am

7.00 pm

7.30 pm

from 2.00 pm

Noon - 2.00 pm

10.00 am
7.30 pm
10.30 am -
12.30 pm




