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USEFUL INFORMATION

~= The village has 3 Defibrillators, situated at:

e W "8l o The Village Hall (maintained by the OVHT)
~ ammE®. o Ollie’s Shop (maintained by the Village Show)
- 5= . * Oakridge Parochial School (only available during term time)

Why not check out our online village communities.....
The village website - http://www.oakridgevillage.org - for up-to-date village
information, including Village Hall availability and Village Events Calendar, news
of films and events - sign up to receive this direct to your inbox via
www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist

facebook.com/Oakridge Village Network
facebook.com/Oakridge Village Hall, Oakridge Lynch

I@l ‘lnbtag'mm oakridgelynch Contact Claire Robinson on 07903 974577

if you'd like to submit some photographs, full credit will be
given

@ Village network

WAELE A ®

Other useful contact details
e Village Hall bookings - johnloosley40@gmail.com
Butcher’'s Arms 07958 627111 or butchersarmsoakridge@outlook.com
Ollie’s Shop - 01285 760239 Mon-Fri 9-5 Sat 9-1 Sun 9-12
Oakridge Parochial School - 01285 760269
Signh up to receive news of events, films and the What’s On direct to your email
inbox, via the village website — www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist

GILL FARRAR’'S OAKRIDGE RAINWATCH

’_/\-\ As measured by my rain gauge, recent rainfall levels were as
r./\ follows:

January .... 122.8 mm .... about 4.8 ins

\\\\ February ....155.5 mm .... about 6.1 ins

N March (to 19t") ... 22.3 mm .... about 0.8 ins


http://www.oakridgevillage.org/
http://www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist
mailto:johnloosley40@gmail.com
mailto:butchersarmsoakridge@outlook.com
http://www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist
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.THE CHURCH IN OAKRIDGE

VICAR: Rev. S Murray, t:01452 770897
PCC SECRETARY: Kim Barber, e:silverbirches.waterlane@gmail.com

Service details and updates at www.bisleybenefice.org.uk, church and
village noticeboards

Greetings from the Church in Oakridge and best wishes for joy and peace at Easter. If
you are seeking calm, Saint Bartholomew's is open daily from 9 am - 5 pm for prayer
and reflection. Everyone is welcome at any of our events and Vicar Sue is happy to chat
should you wish to share any thoughts or ask questions.

Music in Oakridge produced 'An Evening of Romantic Music' for Valentine's Day. A piano
recital by William Howard, one of Britain's leading classical pianists, who moved to
Oakridge five years ago. We are very grateful to Wiliam and the organisers for a
wonderful concert and fundraising event in our beautifully decorated Church.

The churches of Oakridge, France Lynch, Chalford and Bussage have agreed in principal
to a joint council scheme. However, Chalford has requested time for an amendment.
This will have to be voted upon by members and friends of all churches. We hope that
this will be at the annual church meeting in Saint Bartholomew's 10.30 am on 17t May.

Cafe in the Church is returning on the first Thursday of the month from 10.00 until 12
noon. Please come and join us for a delicious selection of home made cakes and a
friendly chat.

The home group meet twice monthly for a meal and discussion of a section of the
bible. Should you be interested, please contact Willem 07857 535122 or
willem.de.jager@hotmail.com.

April 2026
Thursday 2" April
Good Friday 3 April

10- noon Cafe in the Church

10.30 am Walk of Witness starting St Mary's Bisley
12 noon Stations of the Cross Bussage

2pm Hour at the Cross Chalford

9.30 am Easter Sunday Celebration

11.00 am Bisley Church welcome Kim as Associate

Sunday 5% April
Sunday 12t April

Priest
Sunday 19 April 9.30 am  Holy Communion
Sunday 26 April 9.30 am  Holy Communion
May 2026
Sunday 1st May 9.30 am  Morning Worship
Thursday 7t May 10- noon Cafe in the Church
Monday 11t May 10.15 am Open the Book, with the school
Sunday 17t May 9.30 am  Holy Communion


http://www.bisleybenefice.org.uk/
mailto:willem.de.jager@hotmail.com
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CAFE CHURCH

We will re-open on Thursday 2" April.  We hope that you will find time in your busy
schedules to visit us and enjoy a cafeteria/tea and some delicious cake.

Best wishes to all.
Café Church Team

MINIBUS DRIVER WANTED!

Oakridge Parochial School is looking for an experienced driver. Do
you have experience driving long-wheelbase vehicles?

The school is considering getting a 17-seater minibus for local
outings.
We are also exploring the possibility of putting on daily school runs
to and from Stroud.

If you have the experience and the time for either role, please
contact Eli Croxall for further details

ecroxall@bbcopsfed.gloucs.sch.uk

OAKRIDGE WALKING GROUP

New Year. New Year Resolutions?

Is taking more exercise one of your New Year
Resolutions? Then why not come and join us on one
of our walks? As a group of chatty, friendly, local
people, we get together every other Wednesday.
Walks start at 10am and are typically around 5
miles which takes about 2.5 hours. You would be
“% very welcome to joinus. If you'd like more
. information please contact Helen and Keith
Dewhirst 01452 770560 or khdewhirst@gmail.com

2026 dates

1st April 15% April 29t April

13t May 27t May 10% June

24t June 8th July 22" July

5th August 19th August 2nd September
16t September 30t September 14th October
28t October 11" November 25t November

9th December

A warm welcome awaits you.


mailto:khdewhirst@gmail.com
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LUNCH CLUB

Join us for a 2-course lunch and friendly conversation, every 3™
Wednesday of the month - amazing value at £10 per person.

To book your place, contact Ali Mills on 07795 116878 (please
call by the Friday before the lunch)

Upcoming dates:
15t April

20t May
17th June

OAKRIDGE GARDEN CLUB

The Spring Equinox heralded a nice uplift in sunny days, allowing
us time to look to our gardens and see lots of popping colours and
buds.

Our last talk was well received by those attending in February, and
our dependence on the bee was again reiterated by Richard Rickitt,
our knowledgeable speaker.

Looking ahead to our next meeting on Tuesday 5th May at 7.30pm, we will be
welcoming Paul Green. As an experienced nurseryman he will give insight into good
seasonal plants both rare and common, giving tips for their top performance in our
gardens. Excited already to peruse plants for sale from his own nursery on the evening.
We have our first garden visit the following day 6th May to Camers in Old Sudbury.
Members are reminded to return their form and payment by Friday April 10th to
Suzanne.

More details about a members’ garden photograph competition will be announced at
our May meeting, and the Open Garden evening in the village on June 18th.

In the meantime, happy gardening.
Cheryl Perrett

LADIES NIGHT

Every second Wednesday of the month we meet up at The Butchers Arms or a house
nearby and have a good old natter with old and new friends and neighbours. All ladies
are welcome to join us from 7 pm. There is ho agenda, and you can stay for as long as
you like. If you are new to the village, this is a great way to get to meet your
neighbours and our friendly bunch will always provide a warm welcome!!

For information, contact Lorna Fallace (lorna.fallace@gmail.com) or Tamzin Hutton
(tamzin@tamzinhutton.com). We are looking forward to seeing you.



mailto:lorna.fallace@gmail.com
mailto:tamzin@tamzinhutton.com

6

OAKRIDGE PAROCHIAL SCHOOL

Here at Oakridge School we have recently celebrated world
book day and the national year of reading, with a two week
literature festival. The children have baked book themed cakes,
heard stories by candlelight and had a book swap amongst
other activities. The highlight was a workshop visit which
included art and poetry, from local poet Ronnie McGrath. He
enjoyed his time with us and we all had a brilliant experience.

Oakridge Parchial

We are all pleased that the sun has finally arrived, allowing us to get outside. Class 1
are visiting Copsegrove farm next week to celebrate the joys of spring on a farm, with
the highlight being feeding the calves. The whole school took part in a litter pick around
the village last week with councillor Gill Skeffington.

Hope you are all enjoying the arrival of Spring too and please remember to join us in
May for the annual May Revels celebration on the green.
Jo Hayes, Head of School

The May Revels

The May Revels will be held on the school green on Saturday 16th May, from 12.00-
4.00pm.

The event is the school's biggest fundraiser of the year, as well as a fantastic day out
for all ages.

As ever, there will be stalls selling books, cakes and plants, as well as a bouncy castle,
coconut shy, tombola and plenty of things to keep everyone entertained. Visitors will
be treated to live music, delicious food, a fully stocked bar and ice cream from the
Cotswold Ice Cream Company.

Raffle tickets will be on sale soon and, yet again, dozens of local businesses and
individuals have shown amazing community spirit by supporting us with prizes.

Companies who have generously donated include: Chalfest, Interiors @No 36, Barton
End Stables, the Green Shop, Pop 'n' Pup toyshop, Gifford's Circus, Cotswold
Gliding Club, School of Larks, Cotswold Playhouse, Edgeworth Polo Club, Jolly Nice,
Waitrose, the Sub Rooms, Neptune Homeware, 270 Climbing and Woodchester Valley
Vineyard.

To purchase tickets (£2 each), please contact Claire Robinson on 07903 974577. We
look forward to seeing you on the 16th!
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OAKRIDGE VILLAGE HALL

OAKRIDGE
VILLAGE
HALL
TRUST

ICommitted to providing quality social space for our community|

At our recent Trustees’ meeting, thanks were given to trustees who : :
have organised maintenance to the hall over the winter months: the "0
leak to the annex roof, guttering and down pipes have been fixed;

kitchen works include the fridge door reversal to allow easier access for users, and the
oven was professionally cleaned. We are awaiting an estimate to alter the kitchen
extractor fan, and door closures on the kitchen doors have been fitted. A formal fire
risk assessment has taken place. The surface to the path outside the hall will be
repaired in the spring.

The Jumble Sale in January and Pancake Lunch on Shrove Tuesday were both hugely
successful and raised around £600 towards Hall funds. The popular monthly Film
Nights continue, with a trial collaboration with the Butchers Arms planned in April (more
below), and plans afoot for a fun evening of film, food and laughter on 27% June.

We will be offering another First Aid training session with Sophie McCracken on
Wednesday 10% June, look out for further details.

Don’t forget to contact John Loosley on 07530 186886 or johnloosley40@gmail.com to
book the Hall for your meetings/parties/classes and events - there is often daytime
availability.

We are seeking new Trustees - if you feel you would like to become involved in the
running of this wonderful community asset, please contact the Chair, Paul Timms on
07949 785374 / paulsamtimms@aol.com. Or if you'd like to know more
generally about how the village hall is run, and what is involved being a Trustee, you
can email our Trust Secretary, Chris Gregg, for an informal chat without
obligation - chrisgreggl73@gmail.com. Meetings are held 3 times a year, so nothing
too onerous.

Film Night Dining at The Butchers Arms! - Special movie menu available before the
April film screening. 2 courses £14, 3 courses £18 - Please book direct with the pub.

The film on 15t April is Wilding, based on the bestselling book by Isabella Tree, this is
the story of a young couple that bets on nature for the future of their failing, 400-year
old estate. F1 the Movie was a surprise hit and was a real insight into the excitement
and workings of the racing world. Feedback was very positive and people enjoyed
being taken out of their comfort zone. It proved a contrast to The Roses, starring
Olivia Colman and Benedict Cumberbatch, shown in February.


mailto:johnloosley40@gmail.com
mailto:paulsamtimms@aol.com
mailto:chrisgregg173@gmail.com

Films are always the first Wednesday of the month, so the next films will be on 15t April
and 6% May - come along and join us, the evening is a widely enjoyed social occasion
with friends. To find out more about upcoming films (and other village events), sign
up to the What’s On Mailing List at www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist. - this will give
you a snheak preview of the next films.

As always, please reserve tickets via www.oakridgevillage.org/boxoffice to give us an
idea of numbers. Doors open at 6.45pm, film starts at 7.30pm. Please note, CARD
PAYMENTS ONLY. Atonly £6, plus the popular bar and Winstones Ice Cream, a great
evening out.

MUSIC IN OAKRIDGE’S EVENING OF ROMANTIC
MUSIC FOR VALENTINE’S DAY

Ever the inclusive community, Oakridge, held a romantic Valentine’s Day piano recital
in St. Bartholomew Church, giving everyone a chance to be with those they love on the
day for sweethearts. The third Music in Oakridge concert was different from the first
two as it was just one musician, the world class pianist William Howard who lives in the
village. Another difference to the first two concerts was that the audience included
people from further afield, not just Bisley but as far away as Wotton-Under-Edge.

The beautiful Yamaha grand piano was delivered safely to the cold church on the
morning of Friday 13t from Whitney in Oxfordshire. And after the church was decorated
that afternoon, a massive red inflatable heart hung in a tree outside the church porch
the next morning, the piano tuned on Saturday lunch time, dramatic red uplighters in
place and paper red rose petals scattered throughout the church, the stage was set.

There was an air of collective excitement before John Cowan blessed the event. William
was welcomed to the front of the church to introduce the varied and romantic
programme of music that he wove together with stories of the lives of the composers.
A list of the pieces doesn’t do justice to the experience of listening to world class music
with our community. But that said, here is that list; Rondo Capriccioso Op.14, Felix
Mendelssohn (1809-1847) Song Without Words Op.18 no.1, Delphine von Schauroth
Four Love Song Arrangements, Franz Liszt (1811-1886) Fast Cloud: A Love Song
(2017), Richard Reed Parry (b.1977) Solitary Highland Song (2016), Howard Skempton
(b.1947) The Maiden and the Nightingale (from Goyescas), Enrique Granados (1867-
1916) Ballade No.1 in G minor Op.23, Frédéric Chopin (1810-1849).

The sense was of 120 people listening with rapt attention. Interestingly after the
performance William reflected a similar sense from the perspective of the performer.
Those gathered were with him, giving their complete attention to the evening’s
proceedings.

Like with everything that happens in our special village within 30 minutes of the encore
and the enthusiastic applause, the church was cleared, the bar taken down and the
piano collected. There was no evidence of the magical happening we had shared, just
the money raised to donate to St Bartholomew. Thank you, William Howard.


http://www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist.
http://www.oakridgevillage.org/boxoffice
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OAKRIDGE HISTORY GROUP

The first talk of 2026 was in February when John Loosley gave an
account of the life of Percy Dearmer, who for many years lived part
of the time at Lyday Close. He was born in London, the second son
of Thomas and Caroline. Thomas was an artist and Caroline ran an
exclusive girls’ boarding school. Percy was educated at Westminster School and in
Vevey in Switzerland. At Oxford University he was converted to Christian Socialism and
following ordination served in a working-class parish in London. He moved after a year
or so to Primrose Hill, Hampstead and whilst there wrote the influential Parson’s
Handbook, and together with Ralph Vaughan Williams edited the English Hymnal which
included many hymns sung today. During WW1 his younger son Christopher died at
Gallipoli and his wife died in Serbia whilst working as a nurse. He commissioned the
memorial to them which is now the War Memorial in the village. After the war he was
appointed Professor of Ecclesiastical Art at Kings College London and eventually was
appointed Dean of Westminster Abbey. His eldest son Geoffrey became a famous poet
and contributed several pieces in What’s On about his memories of living in Oakridge.

The meeting in March will be a talk by Martyn Beaufort on The Oakridge Patricide, the
1893 murder of James Wyndham, followed on 22nd April with a talk on Katherine Parr
- Gloucestershire’s Queen, and 27th May the history of Gloucestershire Rural
Constabulary. All are at 7.30pm in the village hall, with refreshments from 7pm.

John Loosley, Kay Rhodes

Bygone Oakridge
As mentioned above Geoffrey Dearmer contributed several articles to What'’s
On and below is an extract from What’s On March/April 1980

The original owner of Lyday Close as far as I know which goes back only to
1912, was Alfred Powell. He let the house, including the cottage outside in the
paddock occupied by a donkey, and he afterwards sold it to us, house, “puppy
cottage” (as we called the little stone summerhouse inside the wall), paddock,
cottage and all for £800 freehold! My step-grandmother gave it to my father
and stepmother as a wedding present, there they spent their honeymoon.

Nobody at all in Oakridge at that date owned a car. Not even William
Rothenstein, the Lord of the Manor, as it were, at Iles Farm. John Drinkwater,
the poet and dramatist, had a cottage at Far Oakridge, and William Simmonds
and his wife lived then in a charming cottage and studio at The Frith. Here he
made his celebrated puppets, and to see one of shows was an experience
never to be rivalled. Simmonds was a great value to the village. He produced
“The Farmer’s Wife” in the school house at Oakridge with Fred Gardiner as the
Farmer.

Our great friend Bea Hornby lived at Far Oakridge in the twenties, and
afterwards with her brother. They lived together at Iles Farm which they
owned after it had changed hands more than once since Rothenstein’s days.
Bea bought Lyday Close from us with two additional fields below the Vicarage
which we were determined should not be built on. The freehold price was, I
remember, £2000, a fair price in the 1930’s.
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b Spotlight on.............

Steve Lilleyman
Reaching for the Stars

Steve and Lorna ended up in their current house in Oakridge after Steve spotted the
sunny hillside village from across the valley whilst on a bike ride. A house with a great
view to the south came up for sale in Oakridge and they moved here from Tetbury
Upton nearly 9 years ago.

Steve grew up in Cheshire. His life-long passion for astronomy stemmed from childhood
camping trips in Wales where the dark skies allowed him to see the stars clearly. His
ambition from then on was to be an astronaut. He went to Manchester Grammar School
and then on to Birmingham University to read astrophysics. Birmingham was at the
time one of only a few universities with a space research department.

The 1970s and 80s were an exciting time for space exploration, and on graduation aged
21 he applied to become an astronaut, missing out on the place which was eventually
filled by Helen Sharman who flew aboard the Russian Mir space station.

After a software consultancy job in Farnborough which he didn’t find stimulating, he
decided to join the Royal Air Force and completed his officer training at the RAF College,
Cranwell. His dream to become a pilot was thwarted when his coordination skills were
found lacking, and he instead became a navigator, hunting Russian submarines in the
North Atlantic. Serving 16 years in total, he spent 11 years at RAF Kinloss initially on
206 Squadron, and subsequently joined the Nimrod software team for 6 of those years.
When his time in the RAF finished, he went into the defence industry as a IT systems
engineer. He tried a brief foray into financial services in 2007 as a web developer, until
the financial crash in 2008 caused redundancies.

Next came a move to a small software company in Bath working as a consultant and in
senior management for the next 10 years. The company was eventually bought out by
an American enterprise and Steve moved to his current firm in Gloucester. He now
works in innovation and consultancy, flying drones one day a week in Hampshire.

Since moving to Oakridge, he has put his unstoppable energy into projects in the village
and his many hobbies. He took over the village wine club and with his friend Steve
Hutton puts on regular supper club evenings. He had always been interested in cooking
and was enthused to do more by a course at Nick Nairn’s Cook School which elevated
his skills.

After posting on the village WhatsApp group about things to see in the night sky, there
was so much interest that the Oakridge Stargazers group developed with 55 people
signed up. It is indeed fascinating to look at the stars with a knowledgeable person to
explain all the detail and answer questions from villagers with much less expertise.
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He and Lorna love the vibrancy of the village with so "
much going on, a very active village hall and a great BEESSeT . -~
pub. He has always loved cycling and takes on '
challenging mountain courses in the Dolomites.
Lorna has ridden horses all her life, and not to be &
outdone, Steve learned to ride and has been trail-
riding in Croatia, Albania and soon in Bosnia and
Herzegovina. Another passion of his s
snowboarding, accompanying Lorna on their regular
skiing holidays.

Steve has always loved learning languages and
traces his interest in cooking and good food and wine
back to a French exchange when he was 12. He
learned French, Spanish and Russian at school and
subsequently Italian and a little bit of Japanese.

He has two sons, who have achieved things which he
didn’t quite manage. One son is a search and rescue
helicopter pilot in Scotland, and the other son is
working in New Zealand as a white-water rafting
guide and ski instructor. Clearly a family which
thrives on adrenalin-based activities - Steve did his
first parachute jump on his 21st birthday!

(/0 ¢ &%
Not one to let the grass grow, he is now retraining in his spare time as an electrician,
initially to be able to solve any electrical problems in his own house, but with a plan to

start his own business in the future.

Sue Wise
07766 705357
12 March 2026

OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY CHOIR

OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY CHOIR rehearse every Monday morning 11-12.30pm in the
village hall. We sing acapella (without backing instruments) - many different styles of
music but all designed to be uplifting and life-affirming! There are no auditions - just
come along any Monday to try it out for free. You won't need to read music or ever
sing on your own! We currently have around 25 singers - all very friendly and
welcoming. For more information, have a look at our
website www.thecommonvoices.com



http://www.thecommonvoices.com/
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NATURE NOTES FROM WATERLANE

The first signs of spring have been emerging in Water Lane with snowdrops taking
precedence. They have been wonderful this year spilling over from gardens onto our
footpaths and verges. Though often thought of as a native wildflower they were
actually introduced to the U.K. from mainland Europe in the early 1500's and have
thrived in our woodland areas ever since.

As soon as I start digging in my garden a gentle melodic whistling will start in the tree
above my head. Our resident robin lets me know it appreciates my company and is
willing to accept any titbits I may unearth. Male blackbirds are busy marking the
boundaries of their territories with their low head down runs in straight lines. They will
use path edges and walls to mark out their spaces and then patrol it, seeing off any
other males that step over these lines, with shrill whistles. Rooks are early nesters and
can be seen rebuilding their stick castles in swaying unsheltered treetops. Their raucous
communal chatter is part of winter and early spring pm . .

soundtrack. H

Hares are more active and visible now. Look across open |
grassland, farmland or arable fields for movement, as their
silhouettes race across the skyline. Hares breed in all but the |
coldest months, but are famously active now, with females
spinning round to rebuff male advances.

Alan White

WILD PLANT SURVEY OF OAKRIDGE LYNCH

During 2025 I conducted a one square kilometre survey of wild plants in OS square ref
S09103 for the Wild Flower Society of Great Britain. The square includes the whole of
Oakridge Lynch village, the meadows immediately south of the village, part of Three
Groves Wood and the southern corner of Strawberry Banks. My count so far in this very
limited area is 209 different species (these include wildflowers, grasses, trees and ferns
- with the exception of the ferns, all recorded only when in flower). The long spring
and summer drought affected many plants (orchids, for example), so I suspect that I
will be able to add to the list in the coming months. The meadows around the village
are wonderfully rich habitats, but what struck me most of all whilst doing the survey
was how many different species can be found within the village itself. The weeds in my
garden make an impressive list, but around the village the grass verges contain an
astonishing variety of plant life. I applaud the Parish Council for not strimming the
village verges until late June, but even at that time of year some species don’t have a
chance to flower if cut.

I am an enthusiast rather than a botanical expert, so if any reader is knowledgeable
about wild plants and would like to add to the survey, I would be very happy to share
what I have done so far.

William Howard
Tralee, Oakridge Lynch



13

OAKRIDGE WI

2026 begins after a January false start due to the ‘forecast’ for snow:
[ e no meeting.

February very little business so we cracked on with our visiting
INSPIRING WOMEN speaker, Sheila Rowley, a member of Edge and Randwick Wis, and a
volunteer for the County Archives. She began with a interesting potted history of the
WI which was started in Canada by Adelaide Hoodless, associated with the agricultural
world which catered for the menfolk, she saw an opportunity for women, the home
makers, to benefit from a similar getting together.

This movement came to Anglesey in 1915, and by the end of WW1 there were 100,000
members. Cirencester was the starting place in Gloucestershire in 1916. Numbers of
Institutes steadily rose: 1921 - 57; 1929 - 133; at the peak 1975 - 285. 1In
Gloucestershire 290,000 members in WW2 produced 152 tons of jam.  Paper items
are kept in the Record Office and Materials at WI House. Sheila had brought a
magnificent display of items for us to see; the embroidery and sewing was spectacular.

March business — we had to say no for a quiz team this year for a variety of reasons,
mostly the date. We are in need of a new “Poster Girl” and dates for the diary are 22"
April Annual County Meeting in Churchdown and 23" April Visit to Llanthony Priory.

Our speaker, Gillian Cane “It's a Girl’s Life in the Army”. A cold wet January in London
1986, an article in the Times....Girls are to be allowed into Sandhurst for the first time.
Apply. Well she did, and more or less fell into Army life. Her talk was full of very
funny anecdotal stories: a brilliant speaker. Originally 2 platoons of 28 women began.
She hated spitting on her boots, but loved marching. Her first posting after passing
out was with the 2"d Battalion the Green Jackets - only woman on site. Gill enjoyed
her army life, and none of the concerns that we hear of in the media and courts now
were a problem in the 1980s/1990s.

April is subscription night. This year £54 for 11 meetings, and we’ve had some cracking
speakers which will continue for the 2026/27 programme I'm sure. We are on a visit
visually to Venice at the meeting I believe.

Lovely to have visitors for the March meeting. Do come again.
Mary Fern

NAME THE VIEW

Congratulations to Mrs Fairgrieve from Far Oakridge - the only person who responded
- and correctly identified the photo as the beech woods above Mannesty.
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OAKRIDGE SHOW - 5t SEPTEMBER 2026

We had a good kick off meeting in the pub on 12th
March, with a core group of previous helpers
committing their help on the day - thank you all. We
have discovered that this year is the 80% recorded
anniversary of the Show (originally in Flower Show
format only, the extra stalls and entertainment arrived
much later), so we intend to make this a focus of our
celebrations.

More offers of help will always be much appreciated, so if you could spare an hour or
two on the day, perhaps as part of a team running a stall, please get in touch. We are
looking for assistance in particular in the following areas:

the raffle

skittles

dog agility

kids’ tent

splat the rat

set up (Friday from 2.30pm) and take down on Saturday

We welcome any new members to our working group, and if you have any ideas for
new stalls or features, please feel free to message either of us.

Vicky Beard (vbeard51@gmail.com) and Heather Finlay (hkf07@yahoo.com)

OAKRIDGE CRICKET CLUB

Oakridge Cricket Club have been playing in the Village for
over 150 years! After some more research the club is older
than we thought.  Every recorded club result can now be
found on the club website https://oakridge.play-
cricket.com

Oakridge Cricket Club
Est 1871 Oakridge play Saturday Ileague «cricket in the
Gloucestershire County League Div. 7B.

Oakridge will be running a youth training session on Friday evenings from May onwards.
We run both the ECB All Stars & Dynamos programmes for children looking to get into
cricket. The club also plan to run hardball coaching sessions, for more experienced able
young cricketers.

Winter nets

Oakridge CC winter nets will be held at Thomas Keble School.
These will be Thursday nights on the dates and times below.
All new & old players of any ability welcome.

March 26t 7pm - 8pm

April 2nd, 9th & 16th 7pm-8pm


mailto:hkf07@yahoo.com
https://oakridge.play-cricket.com/
https://oakridge.play-cricket.com/
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The club is always looking for new playing and non-playing members. We run as a
non-profit making club who rely on our members and volunteers to keep the club
running. If you would like to join, support, donate to the club, or help out in any way,
for more information please contact: Mark Robbins mlrobbins@btinternet.com

Oakridge Cricket Club
2026 Home Fixtures

May 2" Barnsley Beeches May 23 Woodmancote
June 6t Stanway June 20t Witcombe
July 11t Cheltenham Civil Service July 18% South Cerney
August 15t Birdlip & Brimpsfield August 15% Chalford

August 29" Upton St Leonards
What Is All Stars Cricket?

All Stars Cricket provides a fantastic first experience for all children aged 5 - 8 years
old where they’re guaranteed 8 weeks of jam-packed fun, activity and skills
development. The programme is designed to introduce children to the sport, teaching
them new skills, helping them make new friends and have a great time doing so.
Every child that registers will receive a backpack full of goodies. Your child’s pack will
include:

o Backpack

e Cricket bat

e Cricket ball

o Personalised t-shirt with your child’s name

All children returning to All Stars will receive a kit bag, a set of stumps, a new ball and
a personalised t-shirt.

What is Dynamos Cricket?

Dynamos Cricket provides a fantastic next step for all those graduating from All Stars
Cricket and the perfect introduction for all 8 - 11 year-olds new to the sport! Dynamos
is all about fun and provides children with a more social offer, focusing on developing
the fundamental skills required to play cricket. We know how important it is to look
like the heroes of the game, so every child who registers will receive their very own
Dynamos Cricket New Balance t-shirt, personalised with their name and number.

Direct links to sign up:

All Stars: https://ecb.clubspark.uk/Book/1d594d5f-4cf5-4c21-ae40-
72675c47d006?venue=o0akridge

Dynamos: https://ecb.clubspark.uk/Dynamos/BookCourse/9d88bcc3-9f08-4239-
9653-a9ac3dcc2fal


mailto:mlrobbins@btinternet.com
https://ecb.clubspark.uk/Book/1d594d5f-4cf5-4c21-ae40-72675c47d006?venue=oakridge
https://ecb.clubspark.uk/Book/1d594d5f-4cf5-4c21-ae40-72675c47d006?venue=oakridge
https://ecb.clubspark.uk/Dynamos/BookCourse/9d88bcc3-9f08-4239-9653-a9ac3dcc2fa0
https://ecb.clubspark.uk/Dynamos/BookCourse/9d88bcc3-9f08-4239-9653-a9ac3dcc2fa0
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THE OAKRIDGE PLAYERS

The Oakridge Players are currently looking at options for our next

production, but in the meantime we have playreadings, theatre visits

and various workshops in addition to our first Thursday monthly social
OAKRIDGE at the Butchers.

PLAYERS We are always keen to welcome new members, if you are interested,
please visit our website http://www.oakridgeplayers.com/ , our Facebook page ('The
Oakridge Players') or talk to one of the Players. There are many ways to be involved -
from acting, directing and prompting to front of house & bar, set-building, props and
costumes.

BANDIT MUSIC PROJECT

Bandit is a music project that supports young people across the Stroud area, and it
has a real positive impact on creativity, confidence, and community engagement.
BandiT is a four-day songwriting and band workshop for 50-60 students aged 8 to 17.
Young people from across the community come together to form bands, write songs,
and perform. The primary aim of the workshop is to give young people from all
backgrounds the opportunity to gain experience in musicianship, creative songwriting,
and performance skills.

The Band and Songwriter project for young people aged 8 to 17
At Maidenhill School 30th 31st March 1st 2nd April 2026

Bandit 39 : At Maidenhill School and Sub
Rooms Stroud 30th 31st March 1st 2nd April
2026.

Bandit 40 : At Maidenhill School and
Stroud Brewery 27th 28th 29th 30th July

Final performance
I Thursday 2nd
At the Stroud

SubRooms

Door's 6:30pm
show 7pm
Live streaming
available too!

£18 for Adults
£12 for Children
and Concessions

Tickets for the final
performance available from
the Subrooms Box Office

For more information and
bookings, contact
Kevin Howlett

on 07827434246
or visit

X www.longtrainride.co.uk

Maidenhill {&3

longtrainiide.co.uk /’@'

apply innovation™

2026.

Bandit 41 : At Maidenhill School and Sub
Rooms Stroud 26th 27th 28th 29th October
2026.

Info:
Bandit Music Projects
http://www.banditmusicprojects.co.uk/


http://www.banditmusicprojects.co.uk/
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Spring Into the New Tax
Year: Five Things Worth
Doing in April

VICTORIA WHITTINGTON

FINAMCIAL PLANNING

A column from Victoria Whittington,
Victoria Whittington Financial Planning

As a financial adviser and proud Far Oakridge resident, | hope this article provides some useful
guidance to our community.

The 6th April quietly marks the start of a new tax year and for most of us it passes without much
thought. But it's actually one of the best moments in the calendar to take stock of your finances.
Here are five simple things worth considering this spring.

1. Use your ISA allowance from the start

Each tax year every adult receives a fresh £20,000 ISA allowance. Most people wait until March to
use it. Starting in April instead means any growth is sheltered from tax for a full twelve months
longer. A small habit that adds up meaningfully over time.

2. Check your pension contributions

If you receive a pay rise this year, it's worth considering putting a portion straight into your pension
before lifestyle costs absorb it. Contributions benefit from tax relief, meaning a basic rate taxpayer
sees £800 become £1,000 invested. Higher rate taxpayers can reclaim additional relief through
self-assessment.

3. Think about gifting

Each tax year you can gift up to £3,000 completely free of inheritance tax. This allowance resets in
April and, if you didn’t use last year’s, you can carry it forward once, meaning up to £6,000 can be
gifted this month. For those thinking about passing on wealth, it is one of the simplest tools
available.

4. Review your will and pension nominations

A new tax year is a natural prompt to check that your will still reflects your wishes and that your
pension nomination forms are up to date. Pensions sit outside of a will, so who receives yours is
determined entirely by your nomination. It takes minutes to check and can make an enormous
difference.

5. Talk to someone

Financial planning doesn’t need to be complicated or time consuming. Often a single conversation
is enough to make sure you’re not missing something straightforward. If any of the above has
prompted a question, | am always happy to have an informal chat over coffee.

The value of an ISA or pension with St. James’s Place can go down as well as up. You may get back less than you invested.
The levels and bases of taxation, and reliefs from taxation, can change at any time. The value of any tax relief generally depends on individual
circumstances.

Associate Partner Practice

Victoria Whittington St
Financial Planner & Founder ¢ v
01285 402309 James’s
victoria.whittington@sjpp.co.uk Place

www.victoriawhittington.co.uk

Victoria Whittington Financial Planning is an Appointed Representative of and represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management plc (which is
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the group’s wealth management products and
services, more details of which are set out on the group’s website https://www.sjp.co.uk/products. The 'St. James's Place Partnership' and the titles
'Partner' and 'Partner Practice' are marketing terms used to describe St. James's Place representatives

SJP Approved 23/03/2026



Frithwood Surgery

Patient
Participation _§&
Group

Essential First Aid Training

Wednesday 29™ April 7-9pm
at Frithwood Surgery

Could you help a relative, friend
or neighbour if they needed

ﬁ
s
J‘“‘U first aid?

Would you like to improve your
first aid skills?

Come along to a friendly training session to learn
or refresh your skills and gain confidence.

Book your FREE place now by emailing
frithwoodppg@gmail.com
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BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT PARISH COUNCIL

Please see the Parish Council website for Ward information and minutes of Council
meetings www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk.
Next PC meetings: Wednesday 1st April and Wednesday 6t May 2026

Parish Clerk:
E: admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk

Any issues in the Oakridge Ward of our Parish please contact:
Cllr Roger Budgeon - roger@greenshopgroup.co.uk

Cllr Dennis Robbins - d.robbins1945@btinternet.com

Cllr Ian Greves - ian.greves@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk

Oakridge News

Firstly, the current Oakridge Ward Councillors are delighted to announce that Tina
Salmon has filled the Oakridge Ward vacancy and formally joined the Parish Council on
March 4%, Tina is well known to many of you, and with her wide-ranging skillset, local
and professional knowledge will be a valuable addition to the Oakridge Ward team and
the wider BwL Council.

The draft Bisley-with-Lypiatt Neighbourhood Plan was submitted to Stroud District
Council (SDC) on February 5% 2026 and SDC commenced their Regulation 16
Consultation on March 5%. This will last 6 weeks before the Plan is sent on to HM
Planning Inspectorate for ‘examination’. We hope to have the inspector’s report back
by the summer to facilitate a referendum in early autumn. We will keep you updated
in progress.

A record of all of the Regulation 14 community consultation comments, steering group
responses and actions, along with proposed amendments and the final draft Plan that
was submitted to SDC, can all be found on the BwL Parish Council website.

The Parish Council Annual meeting will be held in May (date to be announced) which is
a summary of the Parish Council’s activities over the last year and its ambitions for the
coming year. It is open to all in the community and is an opportunity for all groups
that have been supported by section 137 grants to attend and present their activities,
and meet with Parishioners and councillors.

As many of you will know there is a major reshaping of local Government in the pipeline
and the Parish Council have formally submitted a response via the formal Government
consultation supporting the single unitary Gloucestershire proposal, which is the
preferred option of both Stoud District Council and Gloucester County Council.

Ward councillors met with GCC Highways in February who have agreed to a long-term
solution to alleviate the flooding at Manesty Farm. We are hopeful this work will
commence this summer and the associated potholes thereafter repaired.

With the help of members of the community a cherry tree with guards and some edge
protection has been planted on the triangle below the War Memorial to help protect this


http://www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/
mailto:admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk
mailto:roger@greenshopgroup.co.uk
mailto:d.robbins1945@btinternet.com
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space and prevent delivery drivers using it as a turning circle. Thanks go to Mike
Dolman for his help with the planting.

The repair works to the highway at Farm Lane has been postponed yet again but we
have been assured that these are still due to take place and will now likely be in April.
We are very aware that the road to the Daneway in particular is in poor condition and
we urge residents to continue to report potholes using the fixmystreet portal.

Finally, plans are in progress to decorate the bus shelter to cover the graffiti; Oakridge
Parochial School are working on a series of 10 panels and when complete they will be
mounted on the walls.

Thank You

Oakridge Ward Councillors

LOCAL PLANNING NEWS

Information relating to local planning issues, as outlined on the Stroud District Council
website: https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications. See the Parish
Council website for local input. Here is a summary of local planning news in the period
17% January - 215t March 2026.

S.25/1948/HHOLD
Single storey rear and two storey front extensions, and other works Permitted
Moons Well, Bournes Green

S.25/2243/HHOLD
Two storey and single storey extension. Air source heat pump and Permitted
solar panels.

The Forge, Waterlane

S.25/2170/FUL
Erection of walled kitchen garden. Rebuild existing boundary wall. Awaiting
Relocation of glass house, Decision
Waterlane House, Waterlane

Community Supported Agriculture Scheme
in Sheepscombe

Vegetable Delivery Service

Choose from a
» Set box of seasonal veg for fixed fee
or
» Choose what you want from our list of LOCAL COMMUNITY.
available fruit and veg MARKET GARDENS

A COMMUNITY
SUPPORTED
Delivery areas include AGRICULTURE

Sheepscombe ,Whiteway, Miserden, scHEME
Painswick, Bisley, Stroud, Nailsworth and everywhere in between!

Membership Scheme - get in touch to find out how you can become a member

www.lcmgstroud.co.uk
www.facebook.com/lcmgcic/

instagram: @lcmgsheepscombe
01453 700011
A development of Down to Earth Stroud
Info@downtoearthstroud.co.uk www.facebook.com/dtestroud/



https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications
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DISTRICT COUNCIL

Council Budget 2026-27: Council approved a budget of £22.5
million for the next financial year. District Council Tax will increase by
2.99%, an increase for Band D properties of 14p a week to £250.35
a year. (The majority of your bill is for County Council and the police.)
Council Tax Support up to 100% continues for those who cannot

AU afford to pay. Council Housing rents will increase by 4.8%. The budget
also mcludes £100k for walking and cycling schemes around the district, and £100k for
planning for climate change adaptation — increasingly important as the direct effects of
this global problem are being experienced locally, not least in the increased rainfall and
consequent flooding we've all seen.

Grant Schemes: The budget includes an additional £50k for Stroud Funding, through
which local groups and organisations crowd-fund for projects that benefit local people
and the environment. The new Culture Grants scheme is for grants up to £2000, with
a focus on young artists. The Climate and Nature Small Grants scheme offers up to
£2000 to community groups, parish and town councils, and not-for-profit organisations,
to help local communities adapt to climate change and support nature recovery and
biodiversity. To apply for any of these, see the council's website or contact me.

Garden Waste Service Expands: Every household in Stroud District can now use the
council's garden waste collection service, and you can book now:
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/environment/bins-rubbish-and-recycling/garden-waste-
collection-service/

Martin Brown, District Councillor. Please contact me about any District Council issues:
clir.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk 01452 770878

COUNTY COUNCIL NEWS
Do contact me any time on: Gary.Luff@Gloucestershire.gov.uk

e Cabinet recommends £697 million budget for Council |
approval .

e Contractor appointed for Black Dog Way and London Road
cycling and walking improvements, ahead of start of
works

e Council supports f40’s campaign for increased education
funding

e Council approves use of £772 million education grant

e Adult Social Care and Communities Scrutiny Committee raises concerns with Care
Quality Commission on inspection nhumbers



mailto:cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk
mailto:Gary.Luff@Gloucestershire.gov.uk
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-january-2026/cabinet-to-recommend-697-million-budget-for-council-to-approve/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-january-2026/cabinet-to-recommend-697-million-budget-for-council-to-approve/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-january-2026/contractor-appointed-for-black-dog-way-and-london-road-cycling-and-walking-improvements-ahead-of-start-of-works/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-january-2026/contractor-appointed-for-black-dog-way-and-london-road-cycling-and-walking-improvements-ahead-of-start-of-works/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-january-2026/contractor-appointed-for-black-dog-way-and-london-road-cycling-and-walking-improvements-ahead-of-start-of-works/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-january-2026/council-supports-f40s-campaign-for-increased-education-funding/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-january-2026/council-supports-f40s-campaign-for-increased-education-funding/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-january-2026/council-set-to-approve-use-of-772-million-education-grant/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-january-2026/adult-social-care-and-communities-scrutiny-committee-raises-concerns-with-care-quality-commission-on-number-of-inspections-it-carries-out/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-january-2026/adult-social-care-and-communities-scrutiny-committee-raises-concerns-with-care-quality-commission-on-number-of-inspections-it-carries-out/
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New measures proposed to improve road safety

M5 Junction 10 Improvements Scheme receives £71.5m funding boost

Householders urged to register their appliances to help prevent fires

Holocaust Memorial Day

Council votes to approve £698.4 million budget

Gloucestershire's landmark Local Nature Recovery Strategy goes live with school
celebration

Fostering Service celebrates debut novel of young person in care

Council celebrate a year of Youth Hubs for supporting young people across
Gloucestershire

Public consultation on local government reorganisation now open

What happens after the consultation closes?

As a recap, feedback from the consultation will help the government assess
which option best meets its criteria for effective local government. A decision is
expected in summer 2026, with elections for the new unitary authority or
authorities planned for May 2027. Any new structure will come into effect no
earlier than April 2028.

First project announced under Grassroots Neighbourhood Fund

The Grassroots Neighbourhood Fund scheme is continuing to seek applications
from eligible groups. The scheme delivers funding to community initiatives
seeking to make a positive impact on health and wellbeing, access to nature,
digital inclusion, community cohesion, and reducing inequalities. Each Councillor
is allocated £20,000 to support projects in their division.

Monies have been allocated to Eastcombe Village Hall and Frith Youth Centre.

More information about the new scheme is available on the dedicated webpage.
Guidance for how to apply is available here.


https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-january-2026/new-measures-proposed-to-improve-road-safety/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-january-2026/additional-715m-secured-to-deliver-transformative-m5-junction-10-improvements-scheme/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-january-2026/householders-urged-to-register-their-appliances-to-help-prevent-fires/
https://gloucestershirecc.sharepoint.com/sites/StaffNet/_layouts/15/viewer.aspx?sourcedoc=2250105b-c277-450e-8cc4-bf96dd8f65c2&referrer=SharePoint.Web&referrerScenario=TitleHyperlink-Playback.mis.mis
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-february-2026/council-approves-6984-million-budget/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-february-2026/gloucestershires-landmark-local-nature-recovery-strategy-goes-live-with-school-celebration/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-february-2026/gloucestershires-landmark-local-nature-recovery-strategy-goes-live-with-school-celebration/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-february-2026/fostering-service-celebrates-debut-novel-of-young-person-in-care/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-february-2026/celebrating-over-a-year-of-youth-hubs-supporting-young-people-across-gloucestershire/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-february-2026/celebrating-over-a-year-of-youth-hubs-supporting-young-people-across-gloucestershire/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-february-2026/gloucestershire-residents-encouraged-to-share-their-views-on-reorganisation-of-councils/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/gcc-news/news-february-2026/first-project-announced-under-11-million-grassroots-neighbourhood-fund/
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/grassroots-neighbourhood-fund/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/business-property-and-economy/finance-funding-and-grants/grassroots-neighbourhood-fund/how-to-apply/
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What to expect

« A short talk explaining how heat pumps operate and their environmental benefits.
« A live demonstration of a working heat pump

o Insights into installation, running costs, and maintenance.

« Real-world examples of heat pump performance in UK homes

o A chance to ask questions and speak directly with our technical expert.

This is a great opportunity to learn how heat pumps can help reduce your carbon
footprint, lower energy bills, and contribute to a more sustainable future. No prior
knowledge required - just bring your curiosity!

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING RATES per edition:
Y4 page £10

2 page £20

Full page £30

Contact the Editor at editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com for more information

Saturday 2391 May 2026, 5pm - CLOSING DATE
for the June / July 2026 WHAT'S ON

The What's On is created from articles written by members of the community. We have great
regular contributors, but always welcome new features/writers/artwork for the cover.
Donations toward costs are always appreciated - please contact the editor for details.

Editor: Victoria Beard Email: editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com

Disclaimer: The editor reserves the right to edit or omit material. E&OE

If you prefer the online version of What’s On and no longer want a paper copy, please
email editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com with your name and address and I can
adjust the printing circulation list.

Closing dates for future editions:

June/July Saturday 237 May
August/September Saturday 18t July
October/November Saturday 19t September
December/January Saturday 215t November



mailto:editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com
mailto:editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

APRIL 2026

Weds 1st

Thurs 2nd
Weds 8t
Thurs 9t
Weds 15th

Weds 22"
Weds 29

MAY 2026

Tues 5th
Weds 6t

Thurs 7th
Weds 13t

Thurs 14th
Sat 16t
Sun 17t
Weds 20t

Sat 23
Weds 27th

Oakridge Walking Group

Film Night, Village Hall

Parish Council, Bisley

Café Church, St Bartholomew
Ladies Night

WI, Village Hall

Oakridge Walking Group
Lunch Club, Village Hall
History Group, Village Hall
Oakridge Walking Group

Garden Club, Village Hall
Parish Council, Bisley

Film Night, Village Hall

Café Church, St Bartholomew
Oakridge Walking Group
Ladies Night

WI, Village Hall

May Revels, Oakridge School
Annual Church Meeting, St
Bartholomew

Oakridge Walking Group
Lunch Club, Village Hall
What’s On Closing Date
Oakridge Walking Group
History Group, Village Hall

Cover photo, Claire Robinson
Printing by Wheatley Printers Ltd, Thrupp

10.00 am
6.45 pm
7.30 pm
10.00 am - noon
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
10.00 am
Noon - 2.00 pm
7.30 pm
10.00 am

7.30 pm

7.30 pm

6.45 pm

10.00 am - noon
10.00 am

7.30 pm

7.30 pm

Noon - 4.00 pm
10.30 am

10.00 am
Noon - 2.00 pm
5.00 pm
10.00 am
7.30 pm




