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USEFUL INFORMATION 

 
The village has 3 Defibrillators, situated at: 

 
• The Village Hall (maintained by the OVHT) 

• Ollie’s Shop (maintained by the Village Show) 
• Oakridge Parochial School (only available during term time) 

 
Why not check out our online village communities….. 

 

The village website – http://www.oakridgevillage.org  - for up-to-date village 
information, including Village Hall availability and Village Events Calendar, news 

of films and events – sign up to receive this direct to your inbox via 
www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist  

 
facebook.com/Oakridge Village Network  

facebook.com/Oakridge Village Hall, Oakridge Lynch  
 

 

oakridgelynch   Contact Claire Robinson on 07903 974577 
if you'd like to submit some photographs, full credit will be 

given 
 

Village network  
 

 
 

Other useful contact details 
 

• Village Hall bookings – johnloosley40@gmail.com 
• Butcher’s Arms 07597 426083 or thebutchersarms.oakridgelynch@gmail.com 

• Ollie’s Shop – 01285 760239 Mon-Fri 9-5 Sat 9-1 Sun 9-12 
• Oakridge Parochial School – 01285 760269  

• Sign up to receive news of events, films and the What’s On direct to your email 

inbox, via the village website – www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist  
 

Online version of What’s On 
 

If you prefer the online version of What’s On and no longer want a paper copy, please 
email editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com with your name and address and I can 

adjust the printing circulation list 
 
 

EDITOR’S NOTE 
 
So many in the village have been saddened by the news of the passing of John Carter, 

a stalwart member of the community.   A tribute to him will follow in a later edition of 
What’s On, but for those who are not aware, his funeral will be held in St Bartholomew’s 

on Friday 4th April, at 12 noon. 
 

http://www.oakridgevillage.org/
http://www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist
mailto:johnloosley40@gmail.com
mailto:thebutchersarms.oakridgelynch@gmail.com
http://www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist
mailto:editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com
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.THE CHURCH IN OAKRIDGE 
 

VICAR:   Rev. S Murray 01452 770897 
PCC SECRETARY: Kim Barber  01452 770626 or  

silverbirches.waterlane@gmail.com 
       

Service details and updates at www.bisleybenefice.org.uk, church and 
village noticeboards 

 

Greetings from the Church in Oakridge and best wishes for a Joyous and Happy Easter.   
Everyone is welcome and we would be delighted to see you at any of our events.  

  
Saint Bartholomew's is open daily from 9am - 5pm for prayer and reflection, should 

you have thoughts to share or questions, please call vicar Sue on the above number. 
 

A series of Lent Talks led by Peter Ruxton, based on his research into Christian 
spirituality are being held across the benefice. These interesting and informative 

sessions over wine and nibbles are open to all. For further information and details of 

Holy Week activities please refer to the website. 
  

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be held after the service on 18th May.  Please 
come along and join us at St Bartholomew's, all parishioners registered on the Church 

electoral are entitled to vote. 
 

You will be delighted to learn that Café Church returns - after the winter break - on the 
first Thursday of the month 10 -12 noon. Do come along for delicious homemade cake, 

coffee / tea and a friendly chat. 
 

The home group meets twice monthly on Tuesday evenings for a meal and discussion 
of a section of the bible. Should you be interested in coming along, please contact 

Sharon Dawes on 07979 522281 or Willem De Jager 07857 
535122 willem.de.jager@hotmail.com  

 

April 
Thursday 3rd April 10-12 noon  Café Church 

Sunday 6th April  9.30 am  Morning Worship 
Sunday 13th April 9.30 am  Reading of the Passion    PALM SUNDAY 

Sunday 20th April 9.30 am  Easter Celebration     EASTER SUNDAY 
Sunday 27th April 9.30 am  Holy Communion 

Monday 28th April 10.00 am  Open the Book, with the School 
 

May 
Thursday 1st May  10-12 noon  Café Church 

Sunday 4th May  9.30 am   Morning Worship   
Monday 12th May  10.00 am  Open the Book, with the School 

Sunday 18th May  9.30 am   Holy Communion      
                           10.30 am   APCM following the service 

  

mailto:silverbirches.waterlane@gmail.com
http://www.bisleybenefice.org.uk/
mailto:willem.de.jager@hotmail.com
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CAFÉ CHURCH 
 
Hi Folks, 

  
Firstly, I am sorry to write that John Carter who was a regular at Café Church has died, 

he will be greatly missed by us all, and we offer the family our sincere condolences. 
  

Café Church is re-starting on April 3rd at 10-12 noon.  We have some new volunteers 
starting which is wonderful news, Celia, Sue and Sarah and we welcome them to our 

merry band.   Spring is in the air so now is the time to come and meet new and old 
friends.  So, if you haven’t been to Café Church then give us a try, we welcome 

everyone from the village and there are homemade cakes and fresh ground coffee as 

well as teas.   
We look forward to meeting all our regulars who support us again. 

  
Best wishes, Café Church Team 

 
 

STRAWBERRY BANKS UPDATE 

 

It has been a busy Spring on the Banks with a great deal 
of scrub clearing on the Field nearest Three Groves Wood 

thanks to willing hands - and a group from the 

Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust. All this is done to keep the 
fabulous limestone grassland from disappearing - it is so 

important in this area. 
 

Also of particular interest is the Tufa - the smooth 
limestone surface on the stream near the bridge to Bidcombs - when the water is 

flowing at a certain speed the limestone in the water is deposited over the stones on 
the base of the stream and forms the beautiful smooth rounded surface. This can be 

damaged by both storm water and humans but we would ask that it not damaged 
intentionally – it’s not as hard as it looks ! 

 
Plans for the Summer include repair of the bridge as the surrounding areas has been 

eroded by flood water over the Winter. The Belted Galloway Cows will be on the banks 
by the time you read this - please give them space and continue to enjoy this glorious 

field. 

 
Thank you - The Short Family 

 

 

OAKRIDGE WALKING GROUP 
 

Need some company while getting some exercise?  Then come and join us.  We're a 
friendly, local walking group who meet every other Tuesday morning for a walk and a 

natter.  Walks are typically about 5 miles, start at 10 am and last around 2.5 hours.    
 

If you would like to join the group on any of these walks, please contact Keith or Helen 
Dewhirst on 01452 770560.    A warm welcome awaits you. 
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IN MEMORIAM 
 

 In memory of Simon O’Halloran  
 

He was the gardener of many in Far Oakridge in 
particular but also in Oakridge and Whiteway, 

where he lived. He was loved by his dog Shep and 
a good friend to many of us.  He will be sorely 

missed  
Sarah Maingot 

 
 

When we bought Anchorage in 2021 Simon ‘came 
with the house’ and boy was I glad! After moving 

in, we got to know him as a reserved man with a 

wealth of knowledge and experiences which 
extends well past plants and gardening.  

 
Hamba kahle, Simon. 

Pauline Lindeque 
 
 

 

 

LADIES NIGHT 
 

Every second Wednesday of the month we meet up at The Butchers Arms or a house 
nearby and have a good old natter with old and new friends and neighbours.    All ladies 

are welcome to join us from 7 pm. There is no agenda, and you can stay for as long as 
you like. 

If you are new to the village, this is a great way to get to meet your neighbours and 
our friendly bunch will always provide a warm welcome!! 

For information, contact Lorna Fallace (lorna.fallace@gmail.com) or Tamzin Hutton 
(tamzin@tamzinhutton.com). 

We are looking forward to seeing you. 

 

 

JOHN TAYLOR’S FOUNDATION 
 

The John Taylor’s Foundation is a local charity that issues small grants to 
students going on to Higher Education (excluding A Levels) or those undertaking 

apprenticeships to assist with the cost of books, tools or equipment.   We met recently 
to agree the award of grants to 4 young people to help with the costs associated with 

a variety of courses, from degree studies to apprenticeships. 

 
We would be pleased to hear from anyone who would like to join the Trustees as a 

second representative for the Oakridge area.  It is not an onerous task, we meet twice 
a year in March and September, for around an hour.   If you would like to know more, 

please contact the Chair, Jenny Taylor at jennytaylor1944@outlook.com.  
  

mailto:lorna.fallace@gmail.com
mailto:tamzin@tamzinhutton.com
mailto:jennytaylor1944@outlook.com
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OAKRIDGE PAROCHIAL SCHOOL 
 
It has continued to be a busy period at Oakridge School since 

our return from the Christmas break, with plenty to engage and 
excite the pupils. Highlights of Term 3 and 4 have included the 

'NSPCC Number Day', in which activities were designed to put 
Maths into a real-world context, including the opening of our 

Oakridge Pizzeria and Cafe, in which pupils made and then sold 
their pizzas, building in the many mathematical skills through 

the process. Our Reading Week was also a period that we look back on fondly. This 
involved a visit from local author John Dougherty who ran workshops with all the 

children, sharing the joy of books through storytelling and song. We also ran our own 

'Stories by Candlelight' evening, in which the pupils came into school in their pyjamas 
and listened to Mrs Modaley and Mrs Hayes read a variety of stories, whilst sitting back 

and enjoying a hot chocolate. World book Day then provided the opportunity for pupils 
to come to school dressed as a character from a favourite book, all the while promoting 

the importance of reading for all. This term has also seen the pupils enjoy two 
educational visits. The first of these was to Oxford Natural History Museum,  with the 

children given time to explore the various exhibits, as well as each class engaging in a 
dinosaur themed workshop. Aside from the workshops, other highlights from the visit, 

in the words of the children, included the giant ostrich, the giant Japanese spider crab, 
and the dinosaur fossils and bones. The children also mentioned how good it was to be 

encouraged to touch the various fossils, bones and other items, which is not the case 
in many of the museums they have visited. The pupils were also given the opportunity 

to visit Oakbrook Farm in Stroud, where they had a tour of the farm and undertook 

various activities like potting up peas and feeding the animals. 

Looking ahead to next term, preparations are under way for the May Revels event, to 

he held on the village green on 17th May. We are really looking forward to the 
community coming together for this wonderful event. Amongst other planned trips, the 

highlight is our annual residential trip for Years 5 and 6, who this year are visiting the 
Wilderness Centre in the Forest of Dean for three days of adventurous activities, 

together with their peers from our federated school at Bisley. 

  
Mr Ross Irwin 

Executive Headteacher 
Bisley Blue Coat & Oakridge Parochial (CE) Schools. 

  
Tel: 

Bisley Blue Coat School          01452 770 251 
Oakridge Parochial School      01285 760 269 

 
 

MAY REVELS 2025 
 
The much-loved May Revels will be held on the school green on Saturday 17th May, 

from 12.00-4.00pm.  
 

The Revels are the school's biggest fundraiser of the year and we plan to make 2025 
the best yet. As well as numerous stalls selling books, cakes, plants, toys and bric a 
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brac, we will have a bouncy castle, coconut shy, cheese rolling and numerous other 

games to keep everyone entertained. Visitors will be treated to live music, delicious 
street food, a fully stocked bar and ice cream from the Cotswold Ice Cream Company. 

 
Raffle tickets will be on sale soon and this year we have dozens of fantastic prizes 

donated by local businesses. Companies who have generously donated include: Juliet's, 
Chalfest, Barton End Stables, the Green Shop, Cotswold Gliding Club, School of Larks, 

Cotswold Playhouse, Edgeworth Polo Club, Jolly Nice, Tesco, the Sub Rooms, CoCo 
Cakes and Catering, Cotswold Wildlife Park, Stroud Brewery, Neptune Homeware, Fox 

Lane Flowers, Woodchester Valley Vineyard... and many more.  
 

To purchase tickets (£2 each), please contact Claire Robinson on 07903 974577. 
 

 

LUNCH CLUB 
 

Join us for a 2-course lunch and friendly conversation, every 3rd 
Wednesday of the month for only £8 per person 
 
To book your place, contact Ali Mills on 01285 760568 (please 
call by the Friday before the lunch) 
 
Upcoming dates: 
 
16th April 
21st May 

 
 

 

OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY CHOIR 
 

OAKRIDGE COMMUNITY CHOIR rehearse every Monday morning 11-12.30pm in the 
village hall.  We sing acapella (without backing instruments) - many different styles of 

music but all designed to be uplifting and life-affirming!  There are no auditions - just 
come along any Monday to try it out for free.  You won’t need to read music or ever 

sing on your own!  We currently have around 25 singers - all very friendly and 
welcoming.  For more information, have a look at our 

website www.thecommonvoices.com  
 

 

GILL FARRAR’S OAKRIDGE RAINWATCH 

 
 As measured by my rain gauge, recent rainfall levels were as 
follows: 

 
January ….124.8 mm …. about 4.9 ins  

February …. 62.4 mm …. about 2.4 ins 
March (to 20th) …. 5 mm …. about 0.1 ins  

http://www.thecommonvoices.com/
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The March film saw our largest audience to date with 68 people coming along to enjoy 
Conclave, fresh from the award season.   Winstones ice-cream has been a hit, and will 

continue to be available at the interval, together as always, with the well-stocked bar. 
The next films will be on 2nd April (a French-language comedy-drama) and 7th May (a 

current award-winning musical), so why not come along to join us for an evening with 
friends – it’s a great night out for only £6.   

 
As always, please reserve tickets via www.oakridgevillage.org/boxoffice to give us an 

idea of numbers.  Doors open at 6.45pm, film starts at 7.30pm.  Please note, CARD 
PAYMENTS ONLY. 

 
Look out for a special weekend matinee showing of a recent box-office hit, planned for 

April – one for both adults and children. 
 

To find out more about upcoming films (and other village events), sign up to the What’s 

On Mailing List at www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist. - this will give you a sneak 
preview of the next films. 

 
 

 

OAKRIDGE VILLAGE HALL 
 

Committed to providing quality social space for our community 

 
Contact John Loosley on 07530 186886 or johnloosley40@gmail.com 

to book the Hall – don’t forget, at only £10/hr (less for village 
residents), this is an excellent space for parties, meetings and group 

events. 
 

We are open to suggestions (and volunteers!) for community events in the Hall – 
perhaps an occasional ‘pop-up’ coffee morning?  An evening event?  A village bring and 

share (along the lines of the Jubilee celebrations)?   If you have any ideas or are 

interested in any of these suggestions, please contact Paul Timms 
(paulsamtimms@aol.com).  

 
Pancake Lunch 

This year’s Pancake Lunch was once again a firm 
success, with 44 people coming together to enjoy 

soup, cheese, paté and salads, and a pancake or 
two!!   After some small items of kitchen equipment 

were purchased, a total of £210 was raised, which 
will be earmarked for a replacement fridge in due 

course.   Thank you to Ali Mills and the Lunch Club 
team for all their hard work. 

 
 

http://www.oakridgevillage.org/boxoffice
http://www.oakridgevillage.org/mailinglist.
mailto:johnloosley40@gmail.com
mailto:paulsamtimms@aol.com


9 

THE OAKRIDGE PLAYERS 
 

Fresh from the success of Blithe Spirit, the Players would like to 

thank everyone who came to the show, and also for all the lovely 
comments on the village WhatsApp. We hope you all enjoyed 

watching it as much as we enjoyed performing it! Below are some 
photos of cast and crew. 

 
 

 
It will be a few months before we start 

rehearsing for our next production 

(whatever that may be), but in the 
meantime we will be looking to do some 

playreadings, theatre visits and maybe a 
workshop or two in addition to our 

monthly social at the Butchers. We may 
also be doing a bit of DIY in our backstage 

store.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

We are always keen to welcome 
new members, if you are 

interested please go to our 
website   JOIN US - Oakridge 

Players or talk to one of the 
Players. There are many ways to 

be involved - from acting and 

prompting to front of house & 
bar, set building, props and 

costumes. Find out more on our 
website or Facebook pages! 

 
 

http://www.oakridgeplayers.com/join-us.html
http://www.oakridgeplayers.com/join-us.html
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OAKRIDGE GARDEN CLUB 
 
It was lovely to have such a good turn out at our AGM in February, 

and business was conducted swiftly. All members should have a 
copy of the minutes, so if there are any amendments needed 

then please do let me know.    
 

Following the club’s official business we welcomed our speaker Fred 

Gillian. He spoke with a deep understanding about foraging and 
particularly Mycelium and their incredible value to the natural world, and we were 

provided with canapés of seaweed and mushroom liqueur… we know how to treat our 
members! 

 
Coming up, our speaker in April, Tuesday 1st at 7.30pm, is Margie Hoffnug. As 

Conservation Officer for the Garden’s Trust, her talk on ‘Garden Visiting- a Very British 
Tradition’ should be a delight. Margie has worked locally at Highgrove, Westonbirt, and 

with Rosemary Verney. 
 

Our first trip of the year is set for Thursday 29th May, and members will have been 
sent through the details. Caisson Garden, featured on Monty’s BBC series last year, and 

is highly recommended. 
 

As in common with many of the village groups we rely on a small committee to help 

the wheels of the club turn smoothly, as well as continued support from our 
membership through ‘annual subs’.   If you missed the meeting and need to pay your 

subs. then please do contact our Treasurer Jenny Gardiner. 
 

We are also looking for a Treasurer to take over from Jenny and a Chairperson. Please 
do come forward if you can make time to join a friendly committee at their 6 meetings 

a year. Jenny would be happy to work alongside anyone interested in the role over the 
coming months. 

 
Signing off now to pot up some new dahlia arrivals, and wishing you a happy, busy 

planting time over the next few months.. Spring is definitely on its way. 
Cheryl Perrett 07850 936420 

 
 

A NICE LETTER 
 

John Bailey was very gratified to receive a letter of thanks from King 

Charles, who John had invited as a fellow watercolourist to his Open 
Studio.     Having suffered from cancer, the King appreciated John’s 

efforts in raising over £12,000 for Cancer Research from his Open 
Studios.  

 
However, none of this would have been possible without the support 

and contributions from the many visitors and friends from the village 
and surrounding areas, so I want to say a big THANK YOU to you all, 

and keep in touch. 
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OAKRIDGE HISTORY GROUP 
 

Andy Meller’s talk on the history of cider making in Gloucestershire 

was an excellent start to 2025. 

Domesticated apples (rather than wild crab apples) originated in 
Kazakhstan and in this country until the mid-16th century most apple orchards were on 

the property of monasteries or abbeys. Those who developed the processes for turning 
the apples into cider were monks. When the monasteries were dissolved the monks 

became itinerant, taking their skills to communities through the countryside and 
showing other people how to make cider from their apple trees. Cider became one of 

the ways for farmers to pay workers. Andy showed a firkin, a small barrel capable of 
holding 4 pints, which agricultural labourers carried to work under their arm and had 

filled each morning (and half-filled again later to reach the 6 pint quota) for the day’s 

work.  

Making your own cider became so widespread that in 1763 the government decided it 

could gain useful income by taxing cider making. This led to the Cider Riots (had you 
ever heard ot them?) and the tax had to be discontinued in 1765. Many remains of 

equipment such as cider presses or mill stones are found in the gardens or sheds of old 

cottages. 

We learned that apples fall into 4 categories: a sweet and a cooking type for eating and 

a sweet and a sharp type used for cider making. There are dozens and dozens of specific 
and somewhat idiosyncratic names for individual apple tree stocks – “Upright French”, 

“Red Foxwhelp” and “Hen Turds” to mention just a few.  

We will report on Tony Condor’s talk in March in the next edition of What’s On.  

Please put in your diary the following two dates: 

23 April Maureen Anderson “Major General Sir Fabian Ware, a truly great 

Gloucestershire man” 

28 May John Putley “Pilgrims and Pilgrimage in Gloucestershire” 

We look forward to seeing you. 
John Loosley & Kay Rhodes 

 

 

CAN YOU RE-HOME SOME BITS OF HISTORY? 
 
Below is a list of items that were part of the Oakridge Museum display which was 
originally housed in the Methodist Chapel. John Loosley has generously stored many 

boxes of artefacts in his garage for years, but now needs to clear them. All the paper 
records have been moved to a plan chest in the Village Hall, but equipment, tools, and 

miscellaneous items too bulky to store in the Village Hall remain.  
 

We have sorted the collection, bearing in mind the quality, history and condition of each 
piece. Some will be donated to other collections, some poor-quality items will be 

disposed of, but other items, in variable condition, remain and might be of interest to 
villagers with an interest in old tools and pieces of equipment etc. If you are interested 
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in having a look at any of the items below, please contact John Loosley as soon as 

possible. 
 

Leather hat box (belonged to General Robertson) 
Box of old toys 

Ceramic water filter (could become a garden ornament?) 
Coal scuttle (could become a garden ornament?) 

Singer sewing machine (box in very poor condition) 
Dehumidifier (in working order) 

Metal advertising plaques 
Magic lantern 

Various lanterns 
Wooden tray by A W Gardiner 

Bound copies of 19th century magazine “The Dawn of Day” 

Needlecase 
Photos and register for “Little Acorns” 

Large old metal marmalade slicer 
Shears 

Ceramic inhaler 
Various pincers 

Sharpening stone 
Crimping tool 

Boxes of woodworking tools – planes etc 
4 picture frames 

Agricultural implements (pitch fork, yoke, saws etc) 
 

 

NATURE NOTES FROM WATERLANE 
 

Moles have been very busy on the edge of a field adjacent 

to Waterlane, creating large molehills; these are essentially 
spoil heaps from tunnel excavations. The adult male mole is 

seldom seen above ground, but signs of their presence in 
the form of molehills are a familiar sight in the countryside. 

The mole is ideally suited to life underground, the cylindrical 
body allows passage through tunnels and the velvety fur will 

lay in any direction, so the mole is not hindered if it moves 
backwards or forwards. The front feet, which are broad, spade-like, and armed with 

sharp claws, are the perfect tools for digging. The eyes are tiny and almost completely 
hidden by fur, and external ears are absent. The tail is furry and is often held erect, 

and the head is elongated into a sensitive snout, which the mole uses to detect its prey. 

          
Favoured habitats include meadows and grassland, arable fields and woodland, the 

common factor being well-drained, invertebrate rich soil. Waterlogged and stony 
ground is avoided, for obvious reasons, and moles are scarce in acidic soils where prey 

animals, particularly earthworms, are scarce or absent. They are hard to observe but 
moles sometimes venture above ground in spring in search of female territories and 

can be seen running at surprising speed across roads. Although not loved at bowling 
greens and golf courses, they do aerate the soil and kill unwanted pests. 
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The Waterlane community orchard is now well under way. Boundaries for edible 

hedgerows have been planted with 420 saplings supplied by the Woodland Trust and 
25 fruit trees have also been planted with guards in place. 

Alan White 
 
 

OAKRIDGE WI 

 
Our February meeting had spring cheer on the President’s table, with 

a huge bowl of daffodils brought by Pam.  Yellow is such a cheerful 

colour.   Business was low key but noted our Christmas charity for 
Charlies Cancer Support had been donated £50, and a letter of thanks 

had been received. 
 

Our scheduled speaker backed out of the date with a very strange message.  However, 
we are the WI – no problem!   “Eyes down and Look in” BINGO.  Such a laugh, the 

silence of concentration at times was palpable. 
 

March…  Sadly another change due to Celia being taken ill whilst on holiday: best 
wishes for her speedy recovery went from the meeting.   An extremely quick stand-in 

came to our help.  Katie from Wicked Whisk Bakes gave a very competent talk about 
setting up her business, lead by her passion for baking.  Her business grows steadily 

and reach out with new ideas, but she is content to be a home kitchen baker so far.  
After the close of the meeting we were able to taste samples and make purchases of 

her wonderful brownies.  Yummy. 

 
We feel WI must note the passing of John Carter, a real community member and a 

grand WI husband.  Now at peace.  Our thoughts are with his family. 
 

10th April… Subscriptions of £48 are due.   As I have written before, we only have a 
share of this amount, part going to National, another portion to County, leaving our 

share to cover 11 meetings.  Hence our effort with preserves on our stall at the Village 
Show.    We need more members and it is no excuse to say “I’m not old enough yet”.  

Rubbish. 
 

Next year programme of events is issued with payment of the subscription, so April’s 
meeting is a surprise topic. 

 
8th May… we will also meet again. 

 

Happy Easter to all, 
Mary Fern 
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TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
 

Fancy a few days in Brittany at the end of May? 

If so, why not join us for our Twinning Group 
exchange visit 

 
Still a few places left – act quickly! 

 
The coach departs from Eastcombe early evening on 

Thursday 29 May and we cross the Channel from 
Portsmouth to Cherbourg on the overnight ferry 

 

On the Friday, we take a leisurely drive to our 
destination in Plessala, a rural commune in mid- 

Brittany, stopping in Normandy for breakfast, then a stop for lunch and some exploring, 
with time for a spot of shopping en-route, arriving in Plessala at around 5pm, where 

we will be greeted by our hosts for the weekend 
 

We depart early on the Monday morning to catch the St Malo to Portsmouth crossing 
and are due back in Eastcombe soon after 9pm 

 
During our stay, we are hosted free of charge by a local family and will enjoy a good 

mix of time with them, as well as with the wider group, visiting local attractions and 
there is usually an evening ‘party’ of some kind 

 
Thanks to the superb support by members and friends at our social events, the 

committee can make a substantial financial contribution. There are still a few spaces 

available. The cost of travel will be no more than £150 per person, and we hope will be 
considerably lower (the more that come, the less the cost for everyone becomes), plus 

the cost of a berth in a cabin on the outward journey, if required. A £50 per person 
deposit will be required plus membership of the association (£3 single or £5 family) 

 
These exchange visits have been taking place since 1993 and you are sure to receive 

a warm and friendly welcome 
 

More details about the Twinning Assoc can be found at  
www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/twinning-association 

 
For more details about the trip, please contact  

Paul Hunt 07814 621700 paul@selsleyfoods.com 
John Hughes 07810 123511 mail@jmhughes.plus.net 

 

We hope to see you soon 
 

 
  

about:blank
about:blank
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Spotlight on…………. 
 

John Rhodes 
 

John was born in 1947 and grew up in a small village in South Yorkshire, the middle one of three 
boys.  He went to the village primary, local grammar school and then on London to study electrical 
engineering at UCL. 
 
After university, he moved to Stafford to take part in a training scheme, later being transferred to 
Rugby where he worked on steel mill automation projects.  It was while he was Rugby that he met 
Kay, at a party. Kay was at that time living in Coventry and working as an administrator at Warwick 
University.  They married in 1973 in Edgeworth, where her parents had moved the previous year 

from the home in west London where Kay grew 
up. 
 
Their first home was a flat in Coventry with 
John working in Rugby.  It was in 1974 that 
John joined the CEGB at Barnwood, 
Gloucester and they moved to this area, first of 
all living in a cottage in Rodborough.  Their son 
Chris was born while they were living in 
Stroud. 
 
John was involved in designing new power 
stations and from 1978 they spent four years 
in Maidstone where he was involved in the 
commissioning of a power station near 
Dartford.  During their time in Kent their 
daughter Kate was born.   
 

In 1982 John’s job returned to Barnwood and they settled in Oakridge, firstly for 29 years at 
Whitespring and later their current house at Middlefield.  John had spent much of his teenage years 
walking the Peak District, so was delighted to be living in the Cotswold Hills. 
 
John’s work took him to Swindon after the privatisation of the electricity supply which thankfully 
meant he could continue living in Oakridge and travelling daily.  He took early retirement in 2000 
and worked from home for the next 3 years. Although he never had to work for long periods abroad, 
work did involve various trips abroad for times from 2 days to 2 weeks and in this way he visited 
America, Finland, Hungary, Russia, Ukraine, India and Australia. 
 
Kay joined the Adult Literacy Scheme in Stroud after Chris was born and eventually became a tutor 
trainer and extended her work in Adult Education. In 1996 she studied for an MEd in Literacy through 
distance learning from Sheffield University. 
 
John’s love of travel had been ignited when he went on a school trip to Greece at the age of 16.  
Three teachers and 8 pupils spent the whole five weeks of the summer holiday travelling in an elderly 
Land Rover through Germany and Austria to Venice, then through Yugoslavia and into Greece, 
returning via Vienna.  Since their marriage Kay and John have continued travelling, and have 
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undertaken trips to western Europe, and to China, Peru, Russia, Uzbekistan, Vietnam, Laos, 
Cambodia and five times to India. 
 
As well as his long-term love of walking, John also has interests in architecture, old cars, 
photography, music, family history and reading, but doesn’t have time to pursue all of these interests 
all the time. 
 
In the early days of their time in Oakridge, full-time jobs and small children prevented John & Kay 
from becoming fully involved in village life, although they were both on the PTA when their children 
were pupils at Oakridge School and John also did spells as Treasurer and then Chair of The 
Oakridge Society.  In more recent years they have had more time to devote to village affairs.  John 
has been church Treasurer for the last 22 years, and has also for some years been carrying out the 
independent inspection of accounts for the Village Hall and the Oakridge School Fund.  Meanwhile 
Kay has spent 12 years as a school governor and then organized Open the Book for the school 
children for a further 13 years.   She was involved in the production of the Oakridge history book, 
using, among other sources, information from the interviews she carried out some years before with 
the remaining Arts & Crafts movement craftsmen and people who knew them. She continues to be 
involved in the History Group.  Currently both John & Kay are trying to find more time to spend with 
their 3 grandchildren; two in France and one a bit closer in Stroud. 
 
Sue Wise.  October 2024.  07766 705357.   01285 762800 

 
 

 
 

 

A ‘FRESHER’S FAIR’ IN THE BUTCHERS ARMS 

Saturday 26th April 

1 – 4 pm 

An event to bring all our villagers together, promote 
all the activities/groups/clubs that we are so blessed 
with in Oakridge, and at the same time welcome the 
many new neighbours who have moved in over the 
past couple of years.    
 
So we’d like to invite you all to come and have a drink 
and a nibble, to meet up with old friends and new, and 
find out more about what you can get involved in. 

 
Hope you can join us, 
Jonathon, Penny, Mike, Sarah, Ant and Ben 
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Oakridge Cricket Club 
Est 1900 

 

125 years old 
  
Oakridge play Saturday league cricket in the Gloucestershire County League Div. 6B.   We also play 
some Sunday friendly / memorial games through the summer.    
Oakridge also run a youth training session on Friday evenings from May onwards.   We run both 
the ECB All Stars & Dynamos programmes for children looking to get into cricket. 
The club also plan to run hardball coaching for more experienced able young cricketers.  
 
Winter nets 
Oakridge CC winter nets will be held at Thomas Keble School. 
These will be Thursday nights on the dates and times below. 
All new & old players of any ability welcome. 
April 3rd, 10th, 17th & 24th 7pm - 8pm 
  
The club is always looking for new players, 1st net session is free for new players.    We run as a non-
profit making club who rely on our members and volunteers to keep the club running. 
If you would like to join, support, donate to the club, or help out in any way,  for more information 
please contact: 
 Mark Robbins    mlrobbins@btinternet.com 
 

O.C.C. 2025 Home Fixtures 
 

May 10th Lechlade    May 17th Rockhampton 3rds 
May 31st Oldlands    June 14th Cirencester 2nds 
June 28th Tormarton    July 5th Bibury 
July 26th Eastcombe 1sts   August 9th Tetbury 2nds 
August 23rd Cam 2nds 

 
What Is All Stars Cricket? 
All Stars Cricket provides a fantastic first experience for all children aged 5 - 8 years old where they’re 
guaranteed 8 weeks of jam-packed fun, activity and skills development. The programme is designed 
to introduce children to the sport, teaching them new skills, helping them make new friends and 
have a great time doing so. 
Every child that registers will receive a backpack full of goodies. Your child’s pack will include: 

• Backpack 
• Cricket bat 
• Cricket ball 
• Personalised t-shirt with your child’s name 

All children returning to All Stars will receive a kit bag, a set of stumps, a new ball and a personalised 
t-shirt. 

mailto:mlrobbins@btinternet.com
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What is Dynamos Cricket? 
Dynamos Cricket provides a fantastic next step for all those graduating from All Stars Cricket and the 
perfect introduction for all 8 - 11 year-olds new to the sport! 
Dynamos is all about fun and provides children with a more social offer, focusing on developing the 
fundamental skills required to play cricket. 
We know how important it is to look like the heroes of the game, so every child who registers will 
receive their very own Dynamos Cricket New Balance t-shirt, personalised with their name and 
number. 
 
Direct links to sign up: 
All Stars: https://ecb.clubspark.uk/Book/942bd15e-685f-47f4-a97d-ed318e42791?venue=oakridge 
Dynamos:  https://ecb.clubspark.uk/Book/279db397-6083-46e3-
aa4126062cf88f09?venue=oakridge 
 

 

 
 

OAKRIDGE SHOW – 6th SEPTEMBER 2025 

 

We had a great meeting in the pub on 3rd March, with 

lots of new people coming along to take on some of the 

organisation tasks, and to offer help on the day – thank 
you all.   More offers of help will always be much 

appreciated…… 
 

There has been a good response to our call to replace 
the Produce Show Trophies, with the following 

sponsors kindly coming forward: 
 

Vegetables: sponsored by Jenny Gardiner, in memory of Bob 
Flower Arrangements: sponsored by Jane Curzon and Jonathan Nowell, in memory of     

Eileen Herbert 
Men’s cake category: sponsored by John Carter 

Baking and Preserves: sponsored by The Fry Family, in memory of Ann and John 
Photography: sponsored by Heather Finlay 

Best in Show: sponsored by Gaza Westfall 

The 3 Children’s trophies: sponsored by Tim & Julie Wickens  
 

If anyone would like to sponsor the Handicrafts or Misc Garden (to be renamed 
‘Garden’) trophies, please do get in touch before the end of April. 

 
Heather - hkf07@yahoo.com 

Gaza – gaza.westfall@btinternet.com 
Vicky - vbeard51@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 

 

https://ecb.clubspark.uk/Book/942bd15e-685f-47f4-a97d-ed318e42791?venue=oakridge
https://ecb.clubspark.uk/Book/279db397-6083-46e3-aa4126062cf88f09?venue=oakridge
https://ecb.clubspark.uk/Book/279db397-6083-46e3-aa4126062cf88f09?venue=oakridge
mailto:hkf07@yahoo.com
mailto:gaza.westfall@btinternet.com
mailto:vbeard51@gmail.com
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BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Please see the Parish Council website for Ward information and minutes of Council 

meetings www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk.   
Next PC meetings: Wednesday 2nd April and Wednesday 7th May 2025  

 
Any issues in the Oakridge Ward of our Parish please contact 

Cllr Roger Budgeon - roger@greenshopgroup.co.uk  
Cllr Dennis Robbins - d.robbins1945@btinternet.com 

Cllr Beth Hughes – beth.hughes@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk 
Cllr Ian Greves – ian.greves@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk 

 

Parish Clerk:  
E: admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk  

 
Oakridge News 

Please note - the Oakridge Allotment and Composting site is NOT to be used to dump 
barrow loads of personal garden waste.   We do not have the capacity to get rid of old 

logs, hedge, ivy and tree trimmings. We are trying to limit the fires we have by 
increasing our composting capacity and are now faced with possibly paying to get rid 

of excess waste, that has been dumped. 
Please use your own compost heaps at home or dispose of it responsibly. 

 
It really helps if villagers report things directly, and not just the Parish Councillors, as 

issues are more likely to be addressed.   Links below for some relevant issues. 
 

FixMyStreet 

Dangerous, dilapidated or insecure buildings & structures 
Street cleaning -  

• Litter picking 
• Sweeping 

• Fly tipping removal on public land 
• Collection of hypodermic needles on public land 

• Leaf clearance 
• Footpath/pavement clearance 

 
 

COUNTY COUNCIL NEWS 

 

To contact our County Councillor: Cllr Susan Williams 

Susan.williams@gloucestershire.gov.uk    Mobile 07766318854   
 

 

BisCAN 
Bisley Climate Action Network 

BISLEY ,  EASTCOMBE &  OAKRIDGE   
bisleyeastcombeoakridgecan@gmail.com 

 

http://www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/
mailto:roger@greenshopgroup.co.uk
mailto:d.robbins1945@btinternet.com
mailto:admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk
https://www.fixmystreet.com/
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/environment/planning-and-building-control/dangerous-dilapidated-or-insecure-buildings-structures/
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/environment/bins-rubbish-and-recycling/street-cleaning/
mailto:Susan.williams@gloucestershire.gov.uk
about:blank
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DISTRICT NEWS 
 

Local Government Reorganisation: You may have seen recent 

press coverage about the government’s plan to reorganise local 
government. I thought it might help to explain what we know so far, 

and what it may mean for us in Bisley parish. This is only a short 

summary - do contact me if you’d like to discuss it in more detail.  

In the English Devolution White Paper, published just before Christmas, the Secretary 

of State for Housing, Communities & Local Government set out a plan to dissolve district 
and county councils into new unitary authorities, and to introduce new, powerful 

regional strategic authorities (where they don’t already exist), led by a mayor for the 

region.  

Gloucestershire County Council applied to government to cancel the upcoming May 

elections, in order to “fast track” reorganisation in the county. This request was turned 
down, which means we’ll have elections on 1st May as planned, and a slightly slower 

path to reorganisation. 

A joint letter from the county’s councils will go to government in time for a 21st March 
deadline, advising of the proposals being explored in Gloucestershire, both at the 

county level (probably one, or possibly two, unitary councils) and which wider mayoral 
authority we should join (West of England Combined Authority, Herefordshire & 

Worcestershire, Wiltshire & Swindon?). Final proposals are due in the autumn, though 
government will make the final decision. Any new unitary authority/ies could replace 

the County Council as early as May 2027, with Gloucestershire’s six district/borough 

councils dissolved into it a year later.  

The local government reorganisation element of this was unexpected, and has come as 

a shock to many. While badged as devolution, it will take key aspects of decision-
making about our district further away from our communities. Residents of 

Gloucestershire will also be served by far fewer elected representatives, at a time when 

the population per councillor in the UK is already amongst the highest across Europe.  

The government have not allowed for public consultation so far, but we are keen to 

hear your views on what is proposed. The overall plan has been set, but the detail will 
be key. Stroud District Council retains assets and services that many other councils 

have lost - we’ll be doing our very best to ensure those are preserved for our 
communities. We’ll need to work closely together, across parish, district and county, to 

secure the best version of “devolution” here, as the next phase unfolds.     

Thanks to Cllr Chloe Turner for drafting this summary. 

Don't forget, if voting in person on May 1st, to take photo ID. 

Home Energy Efficiency Advice: Gloucestershire councils have partnered 
with Furbnow, specialists in home energy efficiency, to provide a One-Stop Shop for 

home energy improvements: see https://furbnow.com.  There is a free webinar on 
March 27th 12.00-13.00. Those on low incomes or benefits may be eligible for 

free or subsidised help - check https://www.fairerwarmth.com to see if you 

qualify. 

Martin Brown, District Councillor Cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk 01452 770878 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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LOCAL PLANNING NEWS 
 
Information relating to local planning issues, as outlined on the Stroud District Council 

website: https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications.   See the Parish 
Council website for local input.  Here is a summary of local planning news in the period  

18th January – 22nd March 2025 
 

S.24/2233/HHOLD 

Single storey garage extension and conversion to form ancillary 
accommodation 

Broadlooms, Bournes Green 

 

Permitted 

S.24/2203/HHOLD 

Replacement single storey side extension 

Crossways, Oakridge Lynch 

 

Permitted 

S.24/2195/HHOLD 

Single storey side extension, 2 dormer windows, extension and 
alterations to garage  

Norfolk Cottage, Oakridge Lynch 

 

Application 
Withdrawn 

S.24/2267/HHOLD 
Erection of conservatory 

Hillside, Oakridge Lynch 

 
Permitted 

S.24/2262/HHOLD 

2-storey and single storey side and rear extension, and other works 
The Forge, Waterlane 

 

Refused 

 

 

https://publicaccess.stroud.gov.uk/online-applications
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Frithwood Surgery Patient Participation Group News 

 
Frithwood Surgery Patient Participation Group (PPG) is a registered charity which aims to support 
the surgery and its patient community, together with building links between the two in order to 
improve the patient experience. 

During February the PPG provided the funding (over £1500) 
for the surgery to upgrade their defibrillator. The previous 
defibrillator, like many others, was only suitable for using on 
patients above the age of eight. However, the new automatic 
defibrillator is suitable for all patients from the age of one 
upwards so it is a very valuable new resource. 

Following suggestions from a couple of grandparents, the PPG 
organised a very successful ‘First Aid for Children’ training 
evening in March, aimed at people within our community who 
look after young children. The session was open to anyone 
caring for young children wanting to improve or refresh their 
first aid skills and was very well attended. The training was 
brilliantly delivered by Sophie McCracken and well 
appreciated by her audience.  

 

The PPG has also restarted their weekly 
health walks on Wednesday mornings 
and these will continue until the end of 
October. The gentle walks are 1.5 miles 
long and ideal for anyone recovering 
from illness or surgery, for people 
wanting to start exercising or for those 
just wanting a friendly chat while they 
walk – everyone is welcome. The walks 
start at 10am at Frithwood Surgery 
every Wednesday. There is no need to 
book, just turn up to join a walk when 
you fancy one. Tea, coffee and biscuits are provided afterwards at the Chalford Parish Centre. 

The PPG is busy planning future events and the purchase of more resources. Please let us know if 
you have any suggestions about ways that Frithwood PPG could support the patient community. 
You could also help the PPG by becoming a member of the 100 Club, which is the way the majority 
of funds are raised. Members pay an annual fee of £24 to join and there are quarterly cash prizes. 
The more members, the bigger the prizes! You can contact the PPG with your ideas or join the 100 
Club by emailing frithwoodppg@email.com . 

 

  

about:blank
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CITIZENS ADVICE 
 

I’ve recently found myself living alone after the 

breakdown of my relationship. My council tax bill is due 
soon, and I’m worried I won’t be able to afford to pay it 

on my own. I’m already struggling to cover the cost of my 
other bills. What can I do? 

 
You’re not alone in worrying about struggling to pay your bills. It’s a difficult time for 

people who are battling rising costs for food and essentials - as well as seeing their bills 
creep up.  Fortunately, there are options available to people struggling to pay their 

council tax, but you’ll need to find out if you’re eligible first. You might be entitled to 

pay less, or not at all, depending on your circumstances, because councils offer 
discounts and other reductions. 

  
Firstly, because you’re the only adult living in your home, your council tax bill can be 

reduced by a quarter. For example, if your bill is £1,000 for the year, you’ll only have 
to pay £750 now that you live on your own. You’ll need to tell your council someone 

has moved out of your home and the date that they left. You’re entitled to the discount 
from when they moved out - even if it was a while ago. 

 
When the council works out how many people live in a property, there are certain 

people that don’t count - they’re called ‘disregarded people’. This includes under-18s, 
full-time students, long-term hospital patients, people with severe mental impairments, 

and many more. You can check our website (www.citizensadvice.org.uk) for more 
information on disregarded people. In some situations, everyone living in a home is 

disregarded. If this is the case, the council tax bill will be reduced by half. If everyone 

in a home is a student or severely mentally impaired, there’ll be no council tax to pay. 
 

If you live with an adult who isn’t disregarded, but who is on a low income or receives 
certain benefits, you might be able to get a discount called a ‘second adult rebate’. You 

can find out more about getting a second adult rebate on our website. 
 

If you or someone you live with is disabled, this can also affect your council tax banding. 
If your home has been adapted, you can ask to be placed down one band. For example, 

if you’re living in a band C property that has been adapted for a disabled resident, you 
should only be charged council tax for a band B property. 

 
There’s also something called Council Tax Reduction, which is designed for people on 

low incomes. Your council will ask for details about your income and circumstances, to 
check if you’re eligible. If you are, they’ll reduce the amount of council tax you have to 

pay. When it comes to Council Tax Reductions, different rules apply depending on 

whether you’ve reached State Pension age. 
 

And lastly, if you’re struggling to pay for essentials, your council can reduce your bill 
further, or cancel it altogether, under what’s known as a ‘discretionary reduction’. This 

usually only happens if you can provide evidence that you’re suffering severe hardship 
and can’t afford to pay council tax. If you’re in this situation, ask your council for help. 

 
If you’re not given a discretionary reduction, you might be able to appeal to a valuation 
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tribunal. If the tribunal agrees with you, they can order your council to reduce or even 

cancel your council tax bill. 
 

Whatever circumstances you’re in, if you’re struggling with your council tax payments, 
it’s important to let your council know. Citizens Advice is also here to help you find a 

way forward, should you need our support. 
 

I’m worried about my debt and rising bills, and I want to know what support 
is available. Do you have any advice on managing bills and what to do if you 

fall into debt?  
 

With energy, water and broadband bills rising, it’s getting increasingly difficult for many 
people to cover their expenses. It’s important to know you’re not alone in finding things 

difficult and that financial support might be available to help ease the burden.  

 
Checking benefits eligibility  

Many eligible people don’t claim the benefits that are available to them, so it’s important 
to understand what you’re entitled to. You may be able to claim benefits if, for example, 

you’re working age and on a low income, you’re sick or disabled, are of State Pension 
age with a low income or no income, or if you’re a carer.  

You can check the Citizens Advice website (www.citizensadvice.org.uk) for information 
on what benefits you might be eligible for.  

 
Reducing outgoings 

If you claim benefits or are on a low income, you may be eligible for a reduction in 
Council Tax. Discounts can also be given to other people eg. students, those living with 

a carer, or people who live alone. If you have children, you may qualify for free school 
meals, transport to school, or support with the uniform costs.  

 

To reduce other expenses, you may be able to switch to a cheaper broadband deal, get 
a water meter fitted, or access discounted travel. You can find out more about ways to 

get help, including advice on saving money on heating, on the Citizens Advice website. 
  

Creating a budget and prioritising bills 
If you’re finding it difficult to stay on top of bills, budgeting tools like the one on the 

MoneyHelper website can help you understand what money you have coming in and 
going out each month. If you're behind on bills, you should prioritise paying rent, 

mortgage payments, Council Tax and energy bills, as these are known as 'priority' debts 
which have the most serious consequences if missed.  

 
Once you’ve got priority debts under control, you should look at credit card or store 

card debts, missed Buy Now Pay Later payments or payday loans. Whatever debt you’re 
dealing with, it’s important to speak to the person or company you owe money to as 

early as you can. You could show them a copy of your budget to let them know what 

your financial situation is and see if there are any steps you can take to start dealing 
with your debt.  

 
Just remember, there’s lots of help out there and you’re not alone. If you need help 

with debt you could get in touch with us or another organisation like StepChange. Please 
look at the Citizens Advice website first if you can. If you need further help please call 

us on 0808 800 0510 (Monday and Tuesday 10am to 4pm; Wednesday and Thursday 

about:blank
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10am to 12.30pm). You can use our local website (www. citizensadvice-

stroudandcotswold.org.uk) to complete our email form. 
 

 
 

THE POETRY CORNER 
 

This edition welcomes a poem from Alison Gardiner of Waterlane…….. 
 

 
 

TO THE FARM SHOP.  2023 
 
I’ve just left my Springtime garden, the beech hedge bathed in sun, 
The lilac, and the peonies  bursting open one by one. 
I drive out of the cul-de-sac, and on the Green I see 
The deep pink blossomed Chestnut, to mark the Jubilee. 
I’m climbing into Limekiln Lane en route for nearby Bisley. 
There would not be a prettier sight if one had gone to Wisley. 
Yes, there’s the patch of Sainfoin that I look for every year, 
Never has it failed me, I hold it very dear. 
Cowslips round every corner, bluebells along the verge, 
Buttercups and daisies in profusion where they merge. 
I’m now engulfed in Ladies Lace as far as I can see 
While petals from the creamy May float down in front of me. 
Too late to see the daffodils in the Copse right on the bend 
And those along the roadside that the village people tend. 
But now I’ve reached the Tithe Barn there is something to enthral, 
The Nellie Moser clematis cascading down the wall. 
I’m greeted at the Farm Shop with “cock-a-doodle-doo” 
I like to think he tries to say “Hello, and how are you” 
To left and right are bedding plants of every size and hue, 
So many trays of trusted friends as well as something new. 
There are peas and beans and celery, asparagus and more, 
The local cheeses in the fridge just inside the door. 
New laid eggs and honey, mushrooms and salad cress, 
Cucumbers and radishes, and aubergines no less. 
A shelf of tempting foreign fruits if one should need a treat, 
Peaches, apricots and grapes just ripe and fit to eat. 
So with overflowing basket and a somewhat lighter purse 
I’ll traverse again sweet Limekiln Lane, but this time in reverse. 
     
                            Alison Gardiner 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

APRIL 2025 
 

Tues 1st   • Oakridge Walking Group 

• Garden Club, Village Hall 

10.00 am 

7.30 pm 
Weds 2nd    • Film Night, Village Hall 

• Parish Council, Bisley 

6.45 pm 

7.30 pm 

Thurs 3rd    • Café Church, St Bartholomew’s 10.00 am - noon 
Weds 9th  • Ladies Night 7.30 pm 

Thurs 10th  • WI, Village Hall 7.30 pm 

Tues 15th  • Oakridge Walking Group 10.00 am 
Weds 16th • Lunch Club, Village Hall Noon – 2.00 pm 

Weds 23rd  • History Group, Village Hall 7.30 pm 

Sat 26th  • Fresher’s Fair, Butchers Arms 1.00 – 4.00 pm 
Sun 27th • Artisan Market, Bisley WI Hall 10.30 am – 1.30 pm 

Tues 29th  • Oakridge Walking Group 10.00 am 

 
MAY 2025 

 

Thurs 1st  • Local Elections, Village Hall 
• Café Church, St Bartholomew’s 

 
10.00 am - noon 

Weds 7th • Parish Council, Bisley 

• Film Night, Village Hall 

7.30 pm 

6.45 pm 
Thurs 8th  • WI, Village Hall 7.30 pm 

Tues 13th  • Oakridge Walking Group 10.00 am 

Weds 14th • Ladies Night 7.30 pm 
Sat 17th • May Revels, Oakridge School 

• What’s On Closing Date 

Noon – 4.00 pm 

5.00 pm 

Sun 18th  • Annual Parochial Church Meeting, St 
Bartholomew’s 

 
10.30 am 

Weds 21st  • Lunch Club, Village Hall Noon – 2.00 pm 

Tues 27th  • Oakridge Walking Group 10.00 am  
Weds 28th • History Group, Village Hall 7.30 pm  

 

Saturday 17th May, 5pm - CLOSING DATE 

for the June/July 2025 WHAT’S ON  
 
The What’s On is created from articles written by members of the community.  We have great 
regular contributors, but always welcome new features/writers/artwork for the cover.  

Donations toward costs are always appreciated – please contact the editor for details. 
 

Editor: Victoria Beard        Email: editoroakridgewhatson@gmail.com  

 
Disclaimer: The editor reserves the right to edit or omit material.     E&OE 

 

Printing by Wheatley Printers Ltd, Thrupp 


